
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
x excellent - deteriorated X unaltered Z- original site 
L good - ruins 2 altered - moved date - _  N/A -- 
~ f a i r  - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Located seven miles southwest of Harrisonburg where the Harrisonburg-Warm Springs 
Turnpike crosses the North Fork of the Shenandoah River, Bridgewater has always been 
one of the largest, most prosperous towns in Rockingham County and is still the largest 
incorporated town in the county today. The architectural fabric clearly reveals the 
growth and prosperity of this community, with the district boundaries chosen to high- 
light the development of the town by the turn of the century. Like many turnpike towns, 
the first settlement occurred along the main road between North River and present'day 
College Street. By 1852, Bridgewater had enlarged its boundaries to include "New Town," 
a stretch of the turnpike from College Street to the old Mt. Crawford Road. In spite 
of the extensive growth of the town in the mid twentieth century, this older stretch of 
the turnpike has been altered relatively little. Much of Main Street remains residen- 
tial, lined with predominantly nineteenth-century brick, log, and frame dwellings, 
often embellished with late nineteenth-century ornamentation. A handful of churches 
and a Neocolonial consolidated school remain scattered along the pike. A cluster of 
turn-of-the-century brick commercial buildings defines Bridgewater's business district 
at the intersection of Main and College Streets. The district also includes several 
side streets laid out in the 1880s and 1890s and developed with decorated vernacular 
as well as more stylish residences typical of the popular eclectic styles of this 
period. Rounding out the district is the oldest portion of the Bridgewater College 
campus, comprising five fine brick collegiate buildings constructed before 1911. The 
district includes 156 major structures of which 29 are considered non-contributing. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Bridgewater is located in southwestern Rockingham County near the Augusta County 
line. The town developed at the junction of two travel arteries, the Harrisonburg- 
Warm Springs Turnpike and North River near its confluence with Dry River, Mossy Creek, 
and Long ~1ade.l The town occupies the stretch of the turnpike north of the river. 
Initial settlement occurred by the river along the turnpike and near the Falls; it 
gradually spread northward along the turnpike and then to each side of the pike in the 
late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Bridgewater's geographic setting contributed 
to its development and growth in the nineteenth century. The rich surrounding farm- 
lands in the North River basin attracted numerous settlers to the region, thus creating 
a demand for a commercial center. The "Natural Falls" of North River, located west of 
the turnpike crossing, provided an ideal site for industrial opportunities with its ex- 
cellent water power potential. By the 1880s, Bridgewater boasted a cluster of manu- 
facturing enterprises at Natural Falls, becoming one of the leading manufacturing 
towns in the central Valley. 

The district boundaries include that part of Bridgewater largely developed by 
1910. Roads that had been opened by this date but had only scattered development 
have been omitted. ~ r a ~ ' s  1877 map of ~rid~ewater reveals that most of the nineteenth- 
century building occurred on Main Street from North River to Mt. Crawford Avenue. By 

(see Continuation Sheet #1) 



8. Sianificance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1799 
2- 1800-1 899 
2 . 1 9 0 0 -  

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric _ community planning landscape architecture~x religion 
archeology-historic . - conservation .. -. law - science 

x- agriculture _-- economics __-_ literature - sculpture 
x. architecture ..education military -- social1 
_ -  art engineering --- music humanitarian 
.h commerce explorationisettlement -. philosophy -theater 
-. communications industry -. politicsigovernment - transporiation 

invention - other (specify) 

BuilderiArchitect specific dateslgth&~2_0th._centu~jes-.. ... - 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph1 

STATEMENT OF' SIGNIFICANCE 

Bridgewater is one of the largest and best preserved of a string of turnpike towns 
located along the Harrisonburg-Warm Springs Turnpike in the west central Valley of 
Virginia. Situated where the turnpike crosses the North Fork of the Shenandoah River, 
the community was first known as ~ c ~ i l l ' s  Ford or Bridgeport, recognizing its early use 
as a river port for neighboring farmers to send their goods downstream to Port Republic. 
Although the Dinkle family had established a sawmill, gristmill, and tavern along the 
river by 1820, it was not until the turnpike was begun in the late 1820s that John and 
Jacob Dinkle laid out lots for the present town. In 1835, soon after the completion of 
the turnpike, the Virginia General Assembly established the Town of Bridgewater, giving 
it its present name. Bridgewater's rapid growth in the antebellum years led to the 
construction of a number of fine brick residences, which still stand, and the extension 
of its boundaries to include approximately twenty more acres along the turnpike in 1852. 
New turnpikes connecting Bridgewater to other neighboring communities, the construction 
of the Chesapeake and Western Railroad and the proposals for many others,and the improve- 
ment of the Harrisonburg-Warm Springs Turnpike through town attracted many businesses 
and industries to the town in the late nineteenth century. With its improved transpor- 
tation network, Bridgewater became a major commercial center for the surrounding nor- 
thern Augusta County and southern Rockingham County area. The establishment of Bridge- 
water College in 1882 provided a further catalyst for local growth in the late nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. Because of its continued prominence and prosperity since its 
settlement, Bridgewater retains one of the largest and finest collections of vernacular 
architecture in Rockingham County and the central Valley. The district focuses primarily 
on Main Street, with its rows of closely packed mid nineteenth-century dwellings, but it 
includes several of the earliest cross streets and the original, pre-1910 portion of the 
Bridgewater College campus. Many of the earlier as well as late nineteenth-century 
buildings have been cloaked with rich Victorian decoration typical of the valley's turn- 
pike towns. With few major intrusions in this older part of town, Bridgewater Historic 
District exhibits the charm and character of the town at the turn of the century. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

On April 27, 1779, the Rockingham County Court requested that a road be opened be- 
tween Daniel Harrison's House, north of the present village of Dayton, to the ford 
across North River at James McGill's plantation, located at the site of present-day 
Bridgewater. The resulting road, which became the Main Street through Bridgewater, 
was actually part of a major thoroughfare leading from Harrisonburg to Miller's Iron 
Works at Mossy Creek in Augusta County. The growth of the iron works and an increased 
demand for iron during the Revolutionary War period sparked the opening and improving 

(see Continuation Sheet #38) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property i q p z a ~ - ~ a c r e ~  

Quadrangle name B r i d s e w a t e r .  VA Quadrangle scale 1:24000 
.- 

UTMReferences (See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #46) 
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Zone Easting Northlng 
11171 '16'17 17'10 18 '14' ,2 15 10 '(0.~5 10 1 
Zone Easling Northing 

Verbal boundary descriptionandiustification B e g i n n i n g  a t  a p o i n t  a t  t h e  Se c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
r e a r  p r o p e r t y  1 i n e  ( r p l )  of 426 N . ' M a i n  S t .  ; thence SW approx;  . '1300' a l o n g  N s i d e  o f  
L i b e r t y  S t .  f o l l o w i n g  r p l s  o f  426-306 N. Main S t . ;  thence Se approx.  400 ' ;  thence 
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L is t  a l l  s ta tes  and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code' countv N/A code . .. 

1 9 .  Form Preoared Bw 

nameltltle VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION S T A F F -  

organization VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION date 1984 -- 

street a number 221 Governor S t r e e t  teleohone (804)  786-3144 

city or town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

X .  state -national - local 

AS the desianated State Historic Preservation Offlcer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  A n a l y s i s  

1910, r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods  had' begun t o  s p r e a d  o u t  a long  s e v e r a l  newly opened 
c r o s s  s t r e e t s .  One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o f  t h e s e  c r o s s  s t r e e t s ,  Co l l ege  S t r e e t ,  was t h e  
pr imary eas t -wes t  road through town. E a s t  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t ,  which r a n  from Main S t r e e t  
t o  t h e  C o l l e g e ,  h a s  been i n c l u d e d ,  t a k i n g  i n  b o t h  s i d e s  of  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  Col- 
l e g e  campus ( T h i r d  S t r e e t )  and t h e  o l d e r ,  pre-1910 campus on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  C o l l e g e  
S t r e e t .  The d i s t r i c t  e x t e n d s  a l o n g  West C o l l e g e  S t r e e t  from Main S t r e e t  t o  112 West 
Co l lege  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  and t o  Dice  S t r e e t  on t h e  s o u t h .  Two o t h e r  e a r l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  
s t r e e t s  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  Main S t r e e t  have been i n c l u d e d ,  one b l o c k  of  West High 
S t r e e t  from Main t o  an  unnamed g r a v e l  l a n e  and t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  West Bank S t r e e t ,  
from Main t o  Dice  S t r e e t .  Wyant P l a c e ,  a  s h o r t  "U"-shaped road  c r e a t e d  o f f  E a s t  Col- 
l e g e  S t r e e t ,  h a s  been i n c l u d e d  a s  w e l l ,  s i n c e  it c o n t a i n s  one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  and b e s t  
p r e s e r v e d  houses  i n  town, t h e  home o f  town founder  John Dink le .  The b o u n d a r i e s  a l s o  
s k i r t  around two town p r o p e r t i e s  o f f  North Main S t r e e t ,  t h e  mid n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
town cemetery  a t  Grove and Green S t r e e t s ,  and t h e  1911 Bridgewater  School a t  Dink le  
and L i b e r t y .  

The a c t  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  town o f  Br idgewate r  l i s t s  Main S t r e e t  a s  t h e  major 
t h o r o u g h f a r e  w i t h  Grove S t r e e t  beh ind  t h ~  West Main S t r e e t  l o t s ,  L i b e r t y  beh ind  t h e  
E a s t  Main S t r e e t  l o t s ,  and Cen t re  A l l e y .  The s t r e t c h  o f  Main S t r e e t  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  town b o u n d a r i e s  ex tended  from t h e  r i v e r  t o  present-day Green S t r e e t .  
According t o  C .  E. May, t h e  f i r s t  s e r i e s  o f  l o t s  were  p l a t t e d  between t h e  r i v e r  and 3 
'present-day Col lege  S t r e e t .  Th i s  s t r e t c h  s t i l l  c o n t a i n s  some o f  t h e  o l d e s t  and f i n e s t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  and c o m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  town o f  Br idgewate r .  The Jacob D i n k l e  
House i s  one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  houses  i n  Br idgewate r ,  h a v i n g  been  b u i l t  by one o f  t h e  
founders  o f  t h e  town. S i x  South  Main S t r e e t  houses  d a t e  t o  t h e  mid n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  b r i c k  examples--the S t .  C l a i r e  Kyle House (116) ,  t h e  J. G. Brown House 
( I l l ) ,  D r .  T. H .  B.  Brown House (115)--and t h r e e  frame houses-- the  H i t e  House (2111, 
C h i l d r e s s  House ( 2 1 4 ) ,  and Whitmore House (117) .  Only a few o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c -  
t u r e s  d a t e  t o  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  two o f  t h e  more s t y l i s h  examples ,  t h e  
0 .  W .  M i l l e r  House (200) and D r .  S t r i c k l e r  House (202)  b u i l t  a f t e r  a n  1880 f i r e  de- 
s t r o y e d  t h i s  b l o c k .  

S c a t t e r e d  amongst t h e s e  houses  i s  a  number of  mid n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  commercial 
and r e l i g i o u s  b u i l d i n g s .  Perhaps  t h e  f i n e s t ,  e a r l y  commercial b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t  i s  t h e  Masonic Lodge (221) ,  c a  1867-69, a  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  e labo-  
r a t e  wooden f a l s e  f r o n t .  The two o n e - s t o r y ,  narrow b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  lodge 
a l s o  d a t e  t o  t h e  mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  and were p robab ly  used f o r  s m a l l  shops o r  b u s i n e s s e s .  
The two churches  were  a l s o  b u i l t  on t h i s  end o f  Main S t r e e t  i n  t h e  mid n i n e t e e n t h  cen- 
t u r y ~ - t h e  1841 Method i s t  Church (109)  and t h e  B a p t i s t  Church ( 1 1 9 ) ,  b u i l t  i n  1855 b u t  
h e a v i l y  remodeled i n  1883.  

When o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1880s ,  Co l l ege  S t r e e t  was c a l l e d  Commerce 
o r  Commercial S t r e e t ,  because  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Main S t r e e t  marked t h e  commercial 

(See Continuation Sheet  # 2 )  
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7 .  DESCRIPTION - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  A n a l y s i s  

d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  town a t  t h a t  t ime .  Tremendous growth i n  Br idgewate r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1880s 
l e d  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f a  number 'of  f i n e  b r i c k  commercial b u i l d i n g s  oh t h i s  c o r n e r  
and on t h e  few b l o c k s  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  The C a r p e n t e r  Bu i ld ing  (205)  and Farmer ' s  Bank 
(201) were  b u i l t  on S o u t h M a i n  S t r e e t  ca  1882-83. The B e r l i n  B u i l d i n g  ( 1 0 1 ) ,  a  t h r e e -  
u n i t  b r i c k  commercial b u i l d i n g  a l s o  b u i l t  i n  1883,  and t h e  Geary B u i l d i n g  (18871, a  
two-s tory  b r i c k  s t o r e ,  were c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  C o l l e g e  and Main. By 1909, 
P l a n t e r s  Bank (100-102) had b u i l t  a  l a r g e  b r i c k  bank a t  t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  and D .  S. 
Thomas commissioned a  l a r g e ,  new b r i c k  buggy shop ,  au tomobi le  d e a l e r s h i p ,  and ga rage  
(108) s o u t h  of  t h e  new bank.  The o n l y  major  contemporary i n t r u s i o n  i n  t h i s  s o u t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  South Main S t r e e t  i s  t h e  1977 McMullen Funera l  Home (206/208),  a  l a r g e  b r i c k -  
veneered b u i l d i n g  o u t  of  s c a l e  and o u t  o f  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  i t s  o l d e r  ne ighbors .  

The s t r e t c h  of  Main S t r e e t  n o r t h  of  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t  was l a r g e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  t h e  
l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  a few s m a l l  shops  on t h e  f i r s t  b l o c k  n o r t h  o f  C o l l e g e .  
The f i r s t  two b l o c k s ,  from Col lege  t o  Green,  were  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  town, w h i l e  t h e  
n e x t  two b l o c k s ,  from Green t o  M t .  Crawford Avenue, were  p a r t  of  t h e  "New Town" addi-  
t i o n ,  annexed i n  1854.  

The f i r s t  b l o c k  n o r t h  o f  Co l lege  h a s  changed more t h a n  any b l o c k  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
d i s t r i c t .  Old photographs  and o r a l  h i s t o r y  s o u r c e s  r e v e a l  t h a t  rows of  l a r g e l y  two- 
s t o r y ,  frame d w e l l i n g s  once l i n e d  t h i s  b l o c k .  However, i n  t h e  mid t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  
t h i s  became t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  o f  Br idgewate r ,  and most o f  t h e  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  were  
t o r n  down and r e p l a c e d  by modern commercial b u i l d i n g s .  The o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  n i n e t e e n t h -  
c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t h e  Frank Arey House (106 /108) ,  a  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Queen 
Anne d e s i g n ,  and t h e  D r .  F.G. Minor House (1121, a n  1854 b r i c k  I-house.  The 
D r .  F o s t e r  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  (114/116) i s  t h e  least o b t r u s i v e  i n  scale o r  m a t e r i a l s  o f  
t h e s e  n i n e  modern b u i l d i n g s .  Most a r e  e i t h e r  o u t  of  s c a l e ,  such a s  t h e  P l a n t e r s  Bank 
(111) o r  D i c k s o n ' s  Food & Drug Lane ( 1 2 8 ) ,  o r  t h e y  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on modern m a t e r i a l s ,  
such a s  C a r r ' s  T i r e  S e r v i c e  (121)  o r  F i s h e r  Auto P a r t s  ( 1 1 8 ) .  

The b l o c k s  n o r t h  o f  t h i s  100 b l o c k  have been much b e t t e r  p r e s e r v e d ,  d i s p l a y i n g  
rows of  mid t o  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n c e s .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  o l d e r  houses  a r e  
o f  b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o f t e n  w i t h  c e n t r a l - p a s s a g e  p l a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Raum House 
(3171, H i t e  House (400) ,  o r  Barbee House (1840) .  A few a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  of  l o g s ,  b u t  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  o f  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n .  These wooden houses  f o l l o w  f a i r l y  s t r a i g h t -  
forward v e r n a c u l a r  d e s i g n s - - u s u a l l y  e i t h e r  h a l l - p a r l o r ,  c e n t r a l - p a s s a g e  p l a n s ,  o r  
s i d e - p a s s a x e  p l a n s . .  Although many a r e  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  some a p p l i e d  wooden ornament ,  
kuch a s  g a b l e  s c r e e n s  o r  a  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e ,  added e i t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  
a t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  many d i s p l a y  v e r y  l i t t l e  embe l l i shment .  A h a n d f u l  o f  
t h e  more s t y l i s h  tu rn -o f - the -cen tu ry  houses  a p p e a r  i n s p i r e d  by Queen Anne d e s i g n s ,  
bo th  i n  p l a n  and d e c o r a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B e r t i e  White House ( 3 1 4 ) ,  Shiprnan House 
( 2 0 1 ) ,  Method i s t  Parsonage ( 3 0 8 ) ,  and J. 0 .  T. S e l l e r s  House ( 2 1 5 ) .  Two o f  t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  b r i c k  h o u s e s  s u g g e s t  G o t h i c  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e  R i d d l e  House (401)  and 
N O .  405. The Will iams House (316) i s  t h e  o n l y  d w e l l i n g  t h a t  d a t e s  a f t e r  1920 i n  t h e s e  
t h r e e  b l o c k s .  

(See  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  # 3 )  
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7 .  DESCRIPTION - Arch i t ec tu ra l  Analysis 

Since t h i s  s e c t i o n  has remained r e s i d e n t i a l ,  few commercial bui ld ings  were con- 
s t r u c t e d  he re  except f o r  a  beauty sa lon  (206),  the  f i r e  s t a t i o n  (3041, and a  1930s gas 
s t a t i o n  a t  the  corner  of M t .  Crawford Avenue (426).  Two churches were a l s o  b u i l t  he re ,  
t h e  Gothic Revival Methodist Church (2191, b u i l t  i n  1855 and remodeled i n  1902 and 
1925; and the  Lutheran Church (2041, b u i l t  i n  1881, but  now remodeled i n t o  a  home. A 
few houses now conta in  smal le r  s t o r e s  o r  commercial es tab l i shments ,  but  these  have not  
been heav i ly  a l t e r e d  on the  e x t e r i o r  t o  compromise t h e i r  r e s i d e n t i a l  cha rac te r .  

Two town p r o p e r t i e s  a r e  loca ted  on l o t s  o f f  Main S t r e e t  on the  roads behind t h i s  
c e n t r a l  thoroughfare.  The town purchased land f o r  a  town cemetery a t  the  corner  of 
Grove S t r e e t  and Green S t r e e t  i n  1852. Divided i n t o  two p a r t s  f o r  the  white  and black 
c i t i z e n s  of t h i s  community, t h e  cemetery remains i n  use t o  the  present .  Bridgewater 
b u i l t  a  l a rge  b r i c k  consol idated school  i n  1911 a t  Main S t r e e t  and Dinkle Avenue. One 
of the  f i r s t  of i t s  kind i n  Rockingham County, the  Colonial  Revival design r evea l s  t h e  
town's i n t e r e s t  i n  educat ional  improvement. 

As t h e  town grew by t h e  1880s and townspeople recognized t h e  need f o r  add i t iona l  
l o t s ,  s e v e r a l  c ross  s t r e e t s  were l a i d  ou t .  The f i r s t  was West Commerce S t r e e t  where 
some of the  more prominent c i t i z e n s ,  such as J. S. Loose and J. W .  F. Allemong, b u i l t  
t h e i r  homes. By 1885, e i g h t  house had been b u i l t ,  and seven of these  remain, a l l  of 
which were two-story frame houses.' Several  of  these  proved t o  be among t h e  most 
s t y l i s h  i n  town a t  t h i s  t ime, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  Loose (112) ,  Kyle ( I l l ) ,  and Allemong 
(123) houses. Derived s t r a i g h t  from a  p a t t e r n  book des ign ,  Loose's Gothic Revival 
co t tage  i s  c l e a r l y  the  gem of  l a t e  nineteenth-century a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  the  h i s t o r i c  d i s -  
t r i c t .  Since 1900, only a  few bu i ld ings  have been constructed on West College St ree t - -  
two 1950s Cape Cod designs,  one ranch house, Beacon P r e s s ,  and a  pos t  o f f i c e .  With i t s  
t ree- l ined  s t r e e t  and some of the  o l d  b r i c k  s idewalks,  West College S t r e e t  remains a s  
one of t h e  most a t t r a c t i v e  l a t e  nineteenth-century r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods i n  the  
d i s t r i c t .  

I n  Apr i l  of 1883, the  t r u s t e e s  of Bridgewater College marked o f f  Eas t  Commerce 
S t r e e t .  This r an  through a  new subdiv is ion  proposed by Mary A. Brown t o  t h e  property 
t h a t  the  t r u s t e e s  had purchased from Mrs. Brown f o r  t h e i r  campus. The 885 map shows 
the p l a t  of  Mrs. Brown's subdiv is ion ,  but  no houses had y e t  been b u i l t . '  Eas t  College 
S t r e e t  has remained l a r g e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  with the  exception o f    or don's Garage (101) 
between Main and L ibe r ty  and D r .  S h u l l ' s  Of f i ce  (102) and t h e  p resby te r i an  Church (110),  
a  frame Gothic des ign  on t h e  f i r s t  b lock .  Like West College S t r e e t ,  East  College 
S t r e e t  was s e t t l e d  by more prominent townspeople and a l s o  co l l ege  p ro fes so r s  around the  
tu rn  of the  century .  Out of twenty-nine houses on these  t h r e e  b locks ,  twenty-two were 
b u i l t  before  1920, two i n  t h e  1920s, t h r e e  i n  the  1930s, and two i n  the 1950s. The 
turn-of-the-century houses d i sp lay  a  v a r i e t y  of p l ans ,  from t h e  f a m i l i a r  c e n t r a l -  
passage plan t o  more i r r e g u l a r  forms, o f t e n  embellished with some t r i m  r e f l e c t i v e  of 
t h e  Queen Anne des igns .  A c l u s t e r  of l a r g e r ,  more s t y l i s h  houses remains a t  the  corner  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # 4 )  
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of  Co l lege  and Second S t r e e t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  W .  H. S i p e  House (210) and t h e  Cyrus 
Berry  House ( 3 0 0 ) .  The f i v e  1920-40 houses  a r e  a l l  f i n e  l o c a l  examples o f  t h e  bunga- 
low s t y l e .  

The c o l l e g e  campus i s  l o c a t e d  on Col lege  S t r e e t  e a s t  o f  T h i r d  S t r e e t .  The . 
t r u s t e e s  purchased a  t e n - a c r e  t r a c t  from Mrs. Mary A. Brown i n  1883 and b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  
b u i l d i n g  by 1884. 

T h i s  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  s i t e  of  p r e s e n t  Wardo H a l l ,  housed c l a s s -  
rooms, a  c h a p e l ,  k i t c h e n ,  d i n i n g  h a l l ,  and s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  bo th  men and women. 

6  

Th i s  b u i l d i n g  burned i n  1889 and was r e p l a c e d  around 1900 by Wardo H a l l  I and S t a n l e y  
H a l l ,  b o t h  two-s tory  frame b u i l d i n g s .  The c o l l e g e  b u i l t  f o u r  new b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  be- 
tween 1900-10--Founders H a l l  (1903) ,  Yount H a l l  (1905-061, The Gymnasium (1908) ,  and 
Wardo H a l l  I1 ( 1 9 1 0 ) - - r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  growth o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s .  I n  1828,  
S t a n l e y  H a l l  was moved back i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e s e  o t h e r  f o u r  b u i l d i n g s  and f i n i s h e d  w i t h  a  
b r i c k  v e n e e r ,  c r e a t i n g  a  row o f  b r i c k  c o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e  t h e  o l d e r  
p a r t  of  t h e  campus. 

Another o f  t h e  e a r l y  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  was Grace S t r e e t ,  now c a l l e d  West Bank S t r e e t ,  
opened up between Main and p resen t -day  Dice  S t r e e t  i n  1882.  I n  1892,  t h i s  road was 
extended t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s  a t  N a t u r a l  F a l l s ,  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  o l d e r  road 
a long  t h e  r i v e r . '  The n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  b l o c k ,  from Main t o  Dice  S t r e e t ,  h a s  been i n -  
c luded i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  A l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  houses  on Bank S t r e e t  shown on a n  1885 map 
were on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  and s t i l l  remain.  The t h r e e  pre-1885 houses  and t h r e e  turn-of-  
t h e - c e n t u r y  houses  a r e  a l l  two-s tory ,  frame houses  w i t h  e i t h e r  c e n t r a l - p a s s a g e  o r  more 
i r r e g u l a r  p l a n s ,  u s u a l l y  h i g h l i g h t e d  by f l a t ,  sawn g a b l e  s c r e e n s .  A f i n e  1920s  bunga- 
low, c l e a r l y  t h e  b e s t  l o c a l  example o f  t h i s  s t y l e ,  and two 1950s houses  have s i n c e  been  
b u i l t  on t h i s  s i d e  o f  Bank S t r e e t .  

The remain ing  c r o s s  s t r e e t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  i s  one b l o c k  of  West 
High S t r e e t ,  from Main t o  a n  unnamed g r a v e l  l a n e .  Although t h i s  s t r e e t  i s  shown on 
t h e  1885 map and some l o t s  have been l a i d  o u t ,  town r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  was n o t  
o f f i c i a l l y  opened u n t i l  March o f  1 ~ 9 2 . ~  Only one o f  t h e  two houses  shown on t h e  1885 
map, t h e  S e l l e r s  House,  i s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  The h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h i s  b l o c k  i s  t h e  Snow 
House (2091, b u i l t  c a  1910,  a  p i c t u r e s q u e  Queen Anne d e s i g n .  While f i v e  o f  t h e  seven  
b u i l d i n g s  were b u i l t  by 1 9 2 0 , a  1954 d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  and 1962 ranch  house  remain  a s  
n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g  e l e m e n t s .  

Although n o t  a  c r o s s  s t r e e t  o f f  Main, Wyant P l a c e  i s  s t i l l  i n  one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  
neighborhoods  o f  Br idgewate r .  Located s o u t h  o f  E a s t  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t  a t  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
w i t h  F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  Wyant P l a c e  i s  a  "U"-shaped d r i v e  w i t h  a  town p a r k  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  
middle  a l o n g s i d e  a  s t r e a m .  The John D i n k l e  House ( 1 0 8 ) ,  a  b r i c k  I-house which i s  one 
of  t h e  o l d e s t  houses  i n  town, i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  end o f  Wyant. The 

(See  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  #5)  
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remaining lots came off the Dinkle iroperty, still shqwn as being associated with this 
house, then belonging to Mary Brown, in 1885. The Bryan House is the next oldest on 
this street, followed by a 1920s bungalow (114). The ranch houses are the most recent 
additions. 

Residential buildings comprise over 80 percent of the standing structures in the 
district. The two oldest are the Dinkle Houses, built by brothers John and Jacob 
Dinkle, the founders of the town around 1820. Both were brick I-houses, a more pre- 
tentious form assuming popularity among wealthy Valley residents in the early nineteenth 
century. The John Dinkle House is the best preserved of these two houses, retaining its 
architectural integrity both inside and outside. The Jacob Dinkle House was altered in 
the late nineteenth century. Due to some structural damage, the east facade and south 
wall were rebuilt and the interior remodeled. 

The mid nineteenth-century houses scattered along Main Street reflect the vernacu- 
lar designs of their day. Center-passage and hall-parlor plans proved most common. 
The more pretentious examples from this period are of brick construction, usually with 
either single-pile or double-pile central-passage plans. Parapeted brick chimneys are 
found on several of the larger houses, and a two-story Greek portico highlights the 
Dr. Brown House. Greek Revival finish still decorates the interior of many of these 
houses. Most houses from this period are of wooden, and predominantly frame, construc- 
tion, although a handful of log buildings also remain. Many of these wooden houses 
have been remodeled in the late nineteenth or twentieth centuries and thus reveal a 
blend of stylistic features. The most common changes were the removal of the door 
from the front to the side with the widening of Main Street, the replacement of the 
front porch, and the application of late nineteenth-century ornamentation. 

The familiar vernacular house forms continued into the late nineteenth century. 
Central passage plans of frame construction, with the exterior chimneys replaced by 
interior chimneys, became the most common of these vernacular plans. However, new 
ideas began to enter into the local building repertoire as well. Perhaps the most 
notable example is the J. S. Loose House, copied straight out of a pattern book en- 
titled Victorian Architecture. The Loose House was one of the first and most correct 
local examples of the Gothic Revival Style in this part of Rockingham County, where 
pattern book designs are only rarely found. The Kyle House across the street from 
the Loose House also reveals the strong influence of the pattern book styles, al- 
though any possible direct inspiration has not yet been uncovered. These new build- 
ing ideas came as the town began to experience a major boom in the 1880s. J. S. 
Loose was the cashier of the new Farmer's Bank established in this economic upswing, 
and soon other more prominent residents would choose to display their wealth in a 
similar fashion. 

As residential building spread out into the new cross streets being developed in 
the 1880s and 1890s, the new houses reflected the influence of the eclectic styles of 

(See Continuation Sheet #6) 
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t h a t  p e r i o d ,  b o t h  i n  form and d e c o r a t i o n .  Many houses  e x h i b i t e d  much more i r r e g u l a r  
mass ing,  o f t e n  h i g h l i g h t e d  by bay windows o r  t u r r e t s  such a s  t h e  Snow House (209 West 
~ i ~ h ) ,  Cyrus Ber ry  House (300 E a s t  C o l l e g e ) ,  S i p e  House (210 E a s t  C o l l e g e ) ,  o r  Frank 
Arey House (106/108 North Main).  A few t y p e s  o f  i r r e g u l a r  p l a n s  became p a r t i c u l a r l y  
common b u t  s t i l l  drew on t h e  more f a m i l i a r  forms a s  w e l l .  The f i r s t  was a  "T"-shaped 
three-room, c e n t r a l - p a s s a g e  p l a n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  s i n g l e - p i l e ,  s ide -passage  p l a n  
main b l o c k  w i t h  a  d o u b l e - p i l e  f i l e  o f  rooms w i t h  a  gab led  facade  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  
of  t h e  passage .  A second v a r i a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o p u l a r  on E a s t  Co l lege  S t r e e t ,  was 
a  gab led  c e n t r a l  f r o n t  b l o c k  b u t t e d  a g a i n s t  a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  r e c t a n g u l a r  b l o c k ,  a g a i n  
c r e a t i n g  a  "T" form. When I -houses  were  b u i l t  a t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e s e  were  
o f t e n  modi f i ed  w i t h  a  s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r a n c e  bay t o  respond i n  p a r t  t o  t h i s  de- 
s i r e  f o r  more complex mass ing.  

The a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  r i c h  o rnamenta t ion  cou ld  upda te  a n  o l d e r ,  more box- l ike  house  
o r  h i g h l i g h t  t h e s e  more i r r e g u l a r  tu rn -o f - the -cen tu ry  d e s i g n s .  Sawn, c a r v e d ,  and 
t u r n e d  d e c o r a t i o n  u s u a l l y  f o c u s e s  on f r o n t  porches  and g a b l e  s c r e e n s ,  o f t e n  found on 
t h e  s i d e s  a s  w e l l .  A number of  Br idgewate r  h o u s e s  d i s p l a y  r a t h e r  f l a t ,  sawn g a b l e  
s c r e e n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on West Bank and E a s t  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t s ,  and p i e r c e d  v e r g e  boards  
w i t h  q u a t r e f o i l  o r  o t h e r  d e s i g n s .  S i n c e  t h e s e  l a t t e r  two t y p e s  of  ornament were  found 
p r i m a r i l y  i n  Br idgewate r ,  t h e y  may w e l l  have been t h e  work o f  Br idgewater  c r a f t s m e n .  
The l a r g e  number o f  houses  e i t h e r  b u i l t  o r  remodeled between 1880-1910 a t t e s t  t o  t h e  
growth and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  Br idgewate r  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s .  

By t h e  l a t e  1910s ,  t h e  bungalow s t y l e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  l o c a l  v o c a b u l a r y ,  and i n  
t h e  1920s and 1930s ,  i t  had become q u i t e  p o p u l a r .  P r e v i o u s l y  v a c a n t  l o t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
on E a s t  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t ,  were  now improved by bungalows. These were  most o f t e n  o f  
frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  b r i c k ,  and c loaked  i n  some d e c o r a t i v e  s h i n g l e  
p a t t e r n  e i t h e r  on t h e  g a r r e t  o r  i n  some c a s e s  t h e  e n t i r e  house .  By f a r  t h e  b e s t  l o c a l  
example o f  t h i s  s t y l e  i s  t h e  Jack Thuma House (217 West ~ a n k ) ,  a  b r i c k  example which 
sp reads  o u t  h o r i z o n t a l l y  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  overhang ing  r o o f  e v e s  w i t h  s h i n g l e d  g a b l e s  
and exposed p u r l i n s .  

The twenty-four  commercial  s t r u c t u r e s  comprise  t h e  n e x t  most  common b u i l d i n g  t y p e  
i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  While p h o t o g r a p h i c  and o r a l  h i s t o r y  s o u r c e s  r e v e a l  t h a t  many o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  examples were  f rame,  o n l y  b r i c k  commercial b u i l d i n g s  s u r v i v e  from 
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The Masonic Lodge (221  South  Main) and t h e  two, s m a l l e r  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Lodge (217,  219 South ~ a i n )  a r e  t h e  o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g s  
t h a t  p r e d a t e  t h e  1877 Br idgewate r  map. Most o f  t h e  e x t a n t  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
commercial b u i l d i n g s  h i n t e d  a t  p o p u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s ,  pe rhaps  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  
rounded b r i c k  window a r c h e s  o r  d e c o r a t i v e  f a l s e  f r o n t s ,  b u t  few were  h e a v i l y  embel- 
l i s h e d .  Commercial s t r u c t u r e s  g e n e r a l l y  fo l lowed  t h e  f a m i l i a r  narrow,  r e c t a n g u l a r  
form w i t h  a  g a b l e  end e n t r y  and s e c o n d - f l o o r  a p a r t m e n t .  The B e r l i n  ~ u i l d i n g  (101  
South Main),  w i t h  a  row of  t h r e e  shop f r o n t s ,  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  P l a n t e r ' s  Bank 

(See Con t i nua t i on  Sheet  # 7 )  
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building (100/102 South Main) with an almost square design with Romanesque inclinations 
are perhaps the most noted exceptions. 

The district contains five church buildings. All began with the typical rectangu- 
lar block form with gable-end entrance. The first Methodist Church (109 South Main), 
built in 1841, is the oldest and smallest of these churches and retains the traditional 
form, but it was decorated in the late nineteenth century. Three of these churches 
were built or remodeled in the 1880s. Both the Baptist Church and Lutheran Church had 
tall Gothic spires highlighting an otherwise simple, box-like design, but in both cases 
the spires have been removed. Clearly the most stylish of these 1880s churches is the 
Presbyterian Church cloaked in Gothic Revival decoration. The present Methodist 
Church, built in 1855, was substantially remodeled at the turn of the century, again 
inspired by the Gothic Revival. Thuma and Dovel, prominent Bridgewater contractors, 
were responsible for this design. 

Only three industrial buildings are located in the present district. Most of the 
town's nineteenth-century manufacturing companies were located at Natural Falls, west 
of the district. Early and mid twentieth-century industrial development occurred north 
of the district boundaries near the railroad depot. Only small, more commercial-scale 
industries occurred within the district, such as D. S. Thomas' 1917-18 buggy manufac- 
turing shop (108 South Main) and Beacon Press (108 West College). 

The district also contains six school buildings, the 1911 Bridgewater School and 
five early Bridgewater College buildings, all fine examples of early twentieth-century 
education buildings. 

For a district of this size, there are few contemporary intrusions. The rebuild- 
ing on the 100 block of North Main Street is clearly the most major intrusion, yet the 
stretches of Main Street to each side of this block appear amazingly consistent in 
their display of nineteenth-century architecture. There has been relatively little 
new domestic building within the district boundaries since the 1930s, and that build- 
ing has occurred primarily on the cross streets, filling in previously vacant lots. 
The Cape Cod design proved most common in the 1940s and 1950s; although these are non- 
contributing elements,they do not appear visually disruptive in these turn-of-the- 
century residential neighborhoods. Only a few examples of the more recent ranch style 
have been built. 

1 
C. E. May. Life Under Four Flags of Virginia (Verona: McClure Press, 19761, 

p. 318. 
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7. DESCRIPTION - Footnotes (continued) 

2~irRinia Session Laws (1883-841, Chapter 19, p. 22 

3 ~ .  E. May, "Historical Sketch of Bridgewater," MS. 

4D. J. Lake, Historical Atlas of Rockingham County (1885). 

5 ~ a y ,  Life Under Four Flags, p. 526; Lake, Historical Atlas. 

'Play, Life Under Four Flags, p. 509. 

 bid., p .  525. 

%bid., p. 526; Lake, Historical Atlas. 
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