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7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural Analysis 

along Main Street occurred along the northern stretch, to Thompson Street to Cooks 
Creek. Older houses remain scattered throughout these blocks, including the frame 
Layman House and a string of three brick houses, the Samuel Shrum House, the Thomas 
House, and W.J. Franklin House. However, commercial structures replaced many of 
the older houses between 1880 and 1940. Two fires destroyed several of the older 
buildings near the Triangle, the intersection of Main and College streets, in 1903 
and 1911; but local residents rebuilt soon afterwards. The Bank of Dayton build a 
stylish new 2%-story brick building at the Triangle in 1911, and although the 
mansard roof and some of the exterior decoration has been removed, this large 
building still symbolizes the commercial activity on Main Street. Two industrial 
buildings, the Specialty Harness Factory and Mid-Valley Hatchery; a few smaller 
shops; two 1920s gas stations; and a combined modern bank and post office building 
round out the commercial district. 

College Street, the oldest of the two original streets, has retained a more 
residential character, dotted with college related buildings as the name suggests. 
A few commercial structures remain along the block off Main Street, at the Triangle-- 
the Ruebush-Kieffer Printing Company and the Dayton Drug Company, both fine brick 
buildings constructed soon after the 1903 fire. However, the tree-lined streets, 
with iron or wooden fences lining the sidewalks and encircling the house yards. 
suggest an established residential neighborhood. As one of the older streets, 
College Street boasts several antebellum houses, such as the log Misses Boyers 
House and a handful of brick houses, including the Ephraim Ruebush House, the 
Kirkpatrick House, and the Payne-Cromer House. A number of the larger, more 
stylish, turn-of-the-century houses presently lining College Street were built for 
college faculty, including the J.H. Hall House, the J.H. Ruebush House, the J.W. 
Howe House, and the Professor Hoenshal House. 

The presence of the college added considerable activity to this treet in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. The college began in a mid-19th-century brick 
tavern located at 250 College Street and soon enlarged this with a brick Victorian 
addition to the north. This building continued to be the heart of the campus. The 
college soon acquired the land between College Street and the north end of Main 
Street, along the old millrace. Some of the older houses located by the creek were 
razed or moved to permit construction of college buildings and to improve the 
grounds. Although the college began by remodeling extant buildings, the school by 
1899 had constructed its first buiilding, Howe Memorial Hall, a Gothic-inspired 
collegiate design. In the early 20th century, the college added two brick Colonial 
Revival buildings, the Administration Building in 1910 and the Kieffer Alumni Gym- 
nasium in 1930, both on the west side of College Street. By 1912, Professors J.H. 
Ruebush and W.H. Ruebush had built large frame residences on the school grounds, 
with J.H. Ruebush's house being one of the most stylish Queen Anne designs in town. 
Various other College Street properties have had uses associated with the college, 
some serving as boarding houses while others provided restaurants catering to the 
college trade, such as Bryan's Restaurant and Kieffer's Lunch. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 2 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural Analysis 
- 
The lower end of Mill Street, from Main to College Street, was also one of the 

town's oldest roads. The street received its present name from the gristmill 
located near the present intersection of Main and Mill streets. The mill, which 
burned in 1922, was situated east of Main Street; while the dam, filled in during 
the early 20th century, was located on the northwest corner of the intersection. 
Two houses belonging to mid-19-century mill owners, the D.T. Click House and the 
W.J. Miller House. remain at the intersection. Several small shop buildings, a 
house and later two long wooden barracks associated with the college have been torn 
down on the north side of this first block of Mill Street, replaced by a 1960s gas 
station and dentist's office. In 1883 the town extended Mill Street beyond College 
Street. Aldine Kieffer built the Virginia Organ Company on this new stretch in 
1882, but it burned a few years later and was never rebuilt. In 1886, Hiram 
Coffman donated land further west of Mill Street for a new, two-story frame school- 
house, which was replaced by the present in1914. The new Dayton school was one of 
the earliest and most stylish examples of its type in Rockingham County. Before 
long, the surrounding land to the south and west of the school would be developed. 

Dayton's prosperity towards the end of the 19th century led to several resi- 
dential additions to the town. In the mid-1880s, lots were sold and developed 
along High Street, from Thompson to Mill streets, in the "Kieffer Addition." An 
1885 map shows eight houses here, most of which are still standing. The majority 
of the houses on this block, dating between 1880 and 1900, are frame I-houses 
embellished with decorative porches, gable screens, bracketed cornices, and bay 
windows. The northern blocks of High Street were developed slightly later. between 
1886 and 1920. The houses in these blocks exhibit more irregular plans and stylish 
decoration, and were often built by Shenandoah College faculty or administrators, 
such as the Beazley House and the Funkhouser House. At least two, and possibly 
more, of these houses were the work of local builder Johnson Burtner. known for his 
exterior decoration. 

The southern end of Main Street was not extensively developed until the turn 
of the century as well. Two antebellum brick houses, the Coffman House and Aldine 
Kieffer House, are the oldest dwellings on this block. Only three other wooden 
houses had been built on the southern block of Main Street by 1885. In 1895, James 
H. Ruebush, a college professor who contributed much to the development of Dayton 
during these years, bought five acres, including the old Coffman House, on the east 
side of the turnpike. Ruebush divided this property, called it the "South Side 
Addition," and sold the lots in the last few years of the 19th century. The string 
of frame houses built here between 1895 and 1900 are among the most stylish houses 
in Dayton, boasting irregular forms, elaborate sawn and carved trim, and some 
shingled walls and gables. The Perry Heatwole House and the Carver House, two of 
the best examples, have been altered very little since their construction. 

Joseph Shrum purchased the old Coffman House in this subdivision in 1898, and 
along with his two brothers opened a brickyard in the adjacent lots to the south, 
140 and 130 Main Street. This new enterprise influenced local building by making 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural Analysis 
bricks both more accessible and more affordable. The Shrum brothers built the two 
brick houses now on the site of the former brickyard, as well as a number of other 
brick houses in Dayton in the early 20th century. 

By far the largest turn-of-the-century developments occurred west of High and 
Main streets, on the hill which rises gently over the older part of town. Hiram 
Coffman had owned a 212-acre farm on the south and west sides of Dayton in the 19th 
century. To settle his estate in 1889, the farm was divided into several tracts. 
George Hedrick, a prominent local businessman, proved instrumental in the acquisition 
and development of two of these tracts. In 1891, Hedrick purchased a tract comprising 
the western extension of Mill Street, from the school lot, to Summit Street, and 
the northern portion of East View Street. Hedrick also presided over the Dayton 
Land and Improvement Company, which purchased an "L"-shaped parcel in 1905, containing 
the southern end of East View Street, Thompson Street, and five remaining lots on 
the west side of South Main Street. 

Hedrick began selling lots in his own tract in the 1890s. Mill Street was 
soon lined with modest-sized frame houses, considerably smallerthanthose on College, 
High, or Main streets. Many followed local vernacular forms, utilizing two-story, 
single-pile blocks, with two-room plans, and occasionally a rear kitchen extension. 
Others adapted the plans more specifically to the narrow town lots, with a narrow, 
two-story, one-room-wide house, two rooms deep, with a one-story shed kitchen. A 
few other even smaller one-story designs were built, such as the Jozie Butzler 
House or the Warnie Lambert House. Since most of the Mill Street lots were 
developed at the turn of the century, between 1890-1910, there are few breaks in 
the streetscape and only one contemporary intrusion. 

In contrast to these smaller frame houses, three rather pretentious houses 
highlight this subdivision. Situated at the top of the hill at Mill Street is 
"Grand View," receiving its name from the spectacular view it commands of the 
surrounding town and countryside. Although basically a vernacular double-pile, 
central-passage plan, the hilltop setting, raised basement, wraparound porches, and 
bay windows reveal an attempt to distinguish this house from its neighbors. The 
Hedrick and Stauffer houses on the west side of East View Street, again overlooking 
the town, illustrate the eclectic styles both in plan and decoration. 

The northern portion of East View Street was never as extensively developed at 
the turn of the century as Mill Street. Only a few houses were built here, and 
these were generally larger and not as closely packed as those on Mill Street, with 
vacant lots serving as buffer spaces. Out of thirteen lots, only seven were 
developed during these days. 

The Dayton Land and Improvement Company land has been developed gradually 
throughout the 20th century, with the greatest percentage of houses being built 
between 1910 and 1930. This subdivision contains a greater variety of styles 

(See Continuation Sheet t 4 )  
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ranging from I-houses; square double-pile, central-passage plans; and irregular 
"T"-shaped three-room plans to 20th-century bungalows and foursquare designs. The 
large number of brick residences can be attributed to the Shrum Brothers whose 
business was flourishing during these years. 

More recent, mid-20th century structures line Thompson Street and Elm Lane. 
Most of the houses along Thompson Street are smaller, frame houses, influenced by 
the Cape Cod design. Carter Shanholtzer, a local contractor, built several of 
these houses, along with his house on neighboring Mason Street and his shop on 
nearby Elm Lane. Perhaps the most intrusive buildings in this part of town are two 
long, rectangular brick apartment buildings, located on Elm Lane. Because of their 
location on the alley between East View and Main streets, they are not immediately 
noticeable from the main thoroughfares. 

The northern portion of the district, including the Dayton cemetery and the 
Fred Boggs House, was incorporated into the town in 1880. The large cemetery has 
remained in continual use from the mid-19th century to the present. The frame 
I-house built by Fred Boggs near the cemetery boasts five gables and cross gables 
with some of the most decorative round-arched gable screens in town and an unusually 
elaborate fan motif in the porch frieze. In 1982, the Boggs property was subdivided. 
and several new homes constructed along Cedar Lane and Bowman Road. A brick pump- 
house, ca. 1914, serving the town of Dayton still remains adjacent to the cemetery 
lands. 

Residential structures comprise over two-thirds of the total number of buildings 
in the district. The earliest sale of lots in Dayton occurred in 1828, and by its 
establishment as a town in 1833, the community contained twenty-six houses. However, 
many of these undoubtedly small, wooden houses have been replaced, heavily altered 
or incorporated into later turn-of-the-century designs (see the Sam Showalter House, 
Thompson House, Hinkle House). The least altered of the earliest wooden houses is 
the Boyers House, a two-room hall-parlor-plan log house, with low second story and 
a one-story log kitchen extension. Although remodeled inside in the 20th century, 
this house does retain some of the original woodwork to suggest its early date. A 
second log house currently on High Street, again a three-bay, hall-parlor-plan 
house with low second story, was reportedly moved to this High Street lot in the 
early 20th century from a location by the creek on the college campus. 

By far the most common of the surviving early dwellings in Dayton are a 
cluster of mid-19th-century brick houses containing single-pile or double-pile 
Georgian plans, with either a full or partial central passage. Located on College 
and Main streets, most of these houses still display or once had parapeted end 
chimneys, corbeled brick cornices and balanced three-bay facades. Only a few of 
the houses exhibit woodwork from the Federal period, most notably the Kirkpatrick 
House. The majority of the houses reveal the Greek Revival interiors, when the 
woodwork survives. The Samuel Shrum House has been attributed to St. Claire 
Dettamore, a local carpenter, and he may well have completed the joinery work on 

(See Continuation Sheet # 5 )  
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other houses in this community. The woodwork in the Holsinger House, one of the 
only frame I-houses surviving 'from this period, is also quite similar to that at 
the Shrum House. Although the exteriors of some of these houses have been altered, 
such as at the Ephraim Ruebush or Aldine Kieffer houses, these houses still reflect 
the first major growth period of this community. 

The majority of the residential buildings within the district date to the turn 
of the century, ca. 1880 to 1920, at the height of the town's prosperity. The 
familiar vernacular forms proved most popular during these years, especially the 
I-house with some variation on a rear ell. A "TV-shaped, three-room plan, deriving 
from the more irregular planning ideals, became favored as well, particularly on 
High and East View streets. By applying sawn and carved trim to the front porch 
and the cross or end gables, these vernacular designs responded to the eclectic 
styles of their day. Perhaps the most decorative of this applied finish are the 
elaborate, round-arched gable screens on several Dayton houses of the 1880s and 
1890s (including the J.H. Ruebush House at 190 Mill Street and the William Click 
House on High Street). This woodwork has been attributed to Johnson Burtner, a 
local builder, who had his shop behind his home on High Street. Even those simpler 
houses without such ornate decoration still boast some sort of gable or cornice 
treatment. 

A small group of houses reveal a more conscious attempt to copy the Queen Anne 
and other eclectic styles. The largest example is the 1906 James Ruebush House 
(225 Main Street), with its turrets, wraparound porch, dormers, and multi-gabled 
roof. Three others display a smaller, more cottage-sized Queen Anne design--the 
1902 Professor Hoenshal House and two houses built by the Rhodes Brothers on South 
Main Street (160 and 170 Main Street). Mr. Dove1 of neighboring Bridgewater built 
both the Ruebush and Hoenshal houses. Other stylish houses include the Alberta 
Coffman House, the two George W. Hedrick houses, and the Perry Heatwole House, all 
with Queen Anne detailing, and the C.P. Funkhouser House with some Colonial Revival 
decoration. A few of these irregular designs are of brick construction. breaking 
from the frame construction tradition, such as the 1898 Professor J.H. Hall House 
and the James Ruebush House at 315 College Street, along with several others on the 
north end of High Street. 

By the early 20th century, as architectural tastes became more tame, bungalows 
and foursquare houses became more common in Dayton. Many foursquare designs remain 
on Main Street, the northern portion of High Street. and along East View Street. 
These designs exhibit three-bay facades, usually only with attic dormers and occas- 
ional decorative window cornices when of brick construction. The Shrum Brothers 
were undoubtedly responsible for many of the foursquare brick houses. Bungalows 
are found scattered throughout the district in brick, frame, and stone construction. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 6 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural Analysis 
- Dayton's store buildings follow the commercial vernacular form, with only a few 

early 20th-century exceptions. These local designs are characterized by a three-bay, 
gable-end facade, with large plate-glass windows flanking the central entrance, in 
a two-story, rectangular block. The 1888 Carpenter Store is one of the least 
altered examples of this form, while Cofelt's Store reveals the perseverance of 
this design into the 20th century. Both of these Main Street examples retain their 
original shopfronts. Two local merchants broke from this design in the early 20th 
century. J.W. Hott, who aspired to an extensive mercantile trade, built a three-story 
brick store which combined a store, storerooms, residence, and large town meeting 
room. The Bryans, combined brick store and dwelling on College Street constructed 
after the 1911 fire, also boasts a larger, more stylish design. 

The few surviving turn-of-the-century industrial buildings display an explosion 
of the commercial form into a larger structure more suited for industrial use. The 
Specialty Harness Company contains a full third story and is lighted by industrial 
scale windows. The Ruebush-Kieffer Company is a long two-story block, which further 
expanded its space by incorporating a full basement level. 

Four churches are presently located in the historic district. The oldest 
church is a simple, rectangular brick block, now integrated into the northeast 
corner of the Church of the Brethren. Apparently used by several denominations 
when first built, this church follows the common form of 19th-century churches in 
the Valley. By the late 19th century. Dayton's churches reflected the popular 
Gothic Revival styles. The Methodist, Presbyterian, and Unitetd Brethren churches 
all display rectangular brick forms with corner towers, pierced by lancet arch 
windows and embellished with other Gothic detailing. The United Brethren Church 
was built by the Eutsler Brothers, a well-known local contracting firm from Grottoes 
at the turn of the century. 

The proposed historic district has not changed dramatically since the 1930s 
and 1940s. Residential development since that date has been concentrated in several 
subdivisions added to the west side of Dayton. A few houses have been built on 
vacant lots on East View and High streets in more recent years. While several Cape 
Cod-style houses on High and Thompson streets blend fairly well with the older 
buildings in scale and style, a few houses do appear obstrusive, especially several 
recent small gable-entry houses built on High Street and the prefabricated houses 
built near the cemetery in the last few years. Perhaps the most major change to 
the character of the town occurred with the removal of Shenandoah College to 
Winchester. When the campus was sold in 1960, the oldest campus building at 250 
College Street was torn down and several new buildings--a duplex, an apartment 
building, and a Neo-Colonial house were built on the old campus grounds. Luckily 
the three large brick college buildings have been adaptively reused quite successfully 
with little major exterior alterations, two having been remodeled into apartment 
houses and one into a furniture showroom. When VA Route 42 was being improved from 
Harrisonburg to Bridgewater, a1 alternate VA Route 42 was created along the east 
side, rather than widening the road through town. This decision left a Main Street 
which still retains the character of a small, rural community without the busy 
traffic currently traveling along the alternate route. 

(See Continuation Sheet i/7) 
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The development of most of the town lots in this district creates an even flow 

of vernacular houses with associated outbuildings, ranging fromgaragesto pumphouses, 
washhouses, smokehouses, and storage sheds. Washhouses proved to be the most 
common outbuilding by far, and are found in larger, two-story brick designs as well 
as one-story, one-room frame examples with the characteristic local gable-end over- 
hang. The meadows along Cooks Creek, within the town boundaries in the northeast 
corner, are the only open lands remaining in the district to illustrate its early, 
agricultural beginnings. 

(See Continuation Sheet /I8 for Inventory) 
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BOWMAN ROAD 

200 BLOCK 

215 (Gabriel Payne House): Detached house. VernacularfI-house. Ca. 6 1840. Brick (6-course American bond); 2 stories; gable roof (standing 
seam metal); symmetrical 3-bay facade; 3-bay wooden porch. This house, , with its 19th-century frame ell, is one of the oldest houses on the 
north end of town and one of a cluster of early brick houses at this 
end of College Street. 

225 (Fred Boggs House): Detached house. Decorated VernacularfI-house. 
Ca. 1890s. Wood frame (bricktex); 2 stories; gable roof (standing 

Z O C P - Z ~ ~  seam metal); symmetrical 3-bay facade; elaborate 3-bay front porch 
with sawn brackets and turned frieze with fan designs. This late 19th- 
century dwelling, overlooking the cemetery, boasts one of the most 
ornate wooden porches in Dayton and has arched gable screens on the 
end and cross gables. 

(Dayton Cemetery): Town cemetery. Late 18th century to the present. 
Although the oldest stone dates to 1793, there are only a few early 
19th-century stones in the cemetery. Most date to the mid-19th through 
the 20th century. 

CEDAR STREET 

200 BLOCK 

*240: Detached house. Ranch. Ca. 1982. Wood frame (masonite); 1 
story; gable roof (composition); 4 bays; 2-bay wooden porch. This 

-3 modern prefabricated ranch house does not contribute to the district 
because it is less than fifty years old. 

*255: Detached house. Cape CodfNeo-Colonial. Ca. 1970s. Brick veneer; 
1s stories; gable roof (composition); 3-bay facade; 1-bay wooden porch. 
This house is the oldest house on Cedar Street, but because of its 
fairly recent construction, does not contribute to the district. 

"260: Detached house. Ranch. Ca. 1982. Wood frame (vertical siding 
-5 and brick veneer); 1 story; gable roof (composition); 4 bays; 2-bay 

wooden porch. This modern prefabricated house does not contribute 
to the district because it is less than fifty years old. 

(See Continuation Sheet #9) 
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COLLEGE STREET 

200 BLOCK 

233 (Dayton Christian Church; Kieffer's Lunch): Detached house, formerly 
a church. Wood frame (German siding); 2 stories; gable roof (standing 

-b seam metal); 4-bay, gable-end facade; 4-bay porch with narrow board 
balustrade. This building, moved to its present site, was remodeled 
into a restaurant/commercial building in the early 20th century and 
is now used for apartments. 1871/moved 1920s. 

245 (Byrd House): Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1912-15. Wood 
frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 

-7 2-bay, gable-end facade; original 2-bay porch with spindle trim and 
plank balustrade. Built after the 1911 fire, the Byrd House is one 
of the few Dayton buildings with a gable-end facade. 

255 (Ruebush-Kieffer Co.; Shenandoah Press): Printing company. Commer- 
cial Vernacular. Ca. 1906. Brick (stretcher bond); 2 storiese plus 
basement; shed roof; 6-bay facade with 2 shop fronts, each with 3 bays. 

~6 The Ruebush-Kieffer Company was one of the largest and most successful 
musical printing houses in the south, and was dedicated to the preser- 
vation of the character-note form of musical instruction. The second 
of their printing offices in Dayton, this building has been altered 
very little since its construction and still houses a printing company 
run by the grandson of one of its founders. 

265 (Dayton Drug Company; Bryan's Restaurant): Combined store and 
dwelling. Commercial Vernacular. Ca. 1906-10. Brick (6-course American 
bond with Flemish variant); 2% stories; hipped roof (slate); 4 bays, 

-7 with 1 shopfront. One of the larger commercial buildings in Dayton, 
this early 20th-century structure is more stylish than other contemporary 
stores. It has been used as a store, restaurant and now a dwelling. 

275 (George Bryan House): Detached house. Bungalow. 1920s. Wood 
frame (shingle, German siding); 1% stories; gable roof (composition); 

-10 
2 bays; original 2-bay porch with shingled balustrade. The Bryan House 
is one of the finest of several bungalows built in Dayton in the early 
20th century. 

280 (Ruebush-Kieffer Company): Detached house, formerly a printing 
company. Vernacular. Ca. 1878; moved and remodeled ca. 1908. Wood 
frame (asbestos shingle); 2 stories; low-pitched gable roof (standing 

- 1 )  seam metal); asymmetrical 4-bay facade; screened 4-bay porch. This 
building was extensively remodeled into a dwelling when moved to its 
present location from Main Street. Both floors had been open and it 
had a gable-end facade when it served as a printing company office 
on Main Street. 

(See Continuation Sheet #lo) 
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COLLEGE STREET (continued) 

200 BLOCK (continued) 

285 (J.H. Ruebush House): Detached house. Vernacular/Victorian. 
1890s. Wood frame (vinyl siding now; originally German siding and 

4% shingle); 2 stories; gable roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays; 2-bay 
wooden porch. This irregular design had been elaborately embellished 
with a shingled second story, carved window cornices, and gable screens, 
but this finish was removed when the present vinyl siding was added. 

290 (Ephraim Ruebush House): Detached house. Vernacular. 1850-70. 
Brick (6-course American bond); 2 stories; pyramidal roof (composition); 
symmetrical 3-bay facade; elaborate 1-bay porch has been removed. 
Ephraim Ruebush, one of the founders of the successful Ruebush-Kieffer 
House, purchased this house soon after the firm moved to Dayton in 
1878 and lived here until his death in 1924. This is one of a cluster 

, of mid-19th-century brick houses on College Street which reflect the 
first major growth spurt of this town. 

295 (Samuel Showalter House): Detached house. Decorated Vernacular. 
Mid-19th century. Log and frame (weatherboard); 2 stories; gable roof 
(standing seam metal); asymmetrical 3-bay facade; enclosed side porch. 'I3 Local residents recall that this is a log house encased within the 
present decorated Victorian shell. This was probably one of several 
log houses once located along College Street. 

300 BLOCK 

305 (Prof. J.H. Hall House): Detached house. Victorian/Vernacular. 
1898. Brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; gable and hipped roof (slate); 
4 bays; modern 1-bay, side porch. This picturesque design is one of 

- 1  the most stylish turn-of-the-century buildings on College Street. 
Prof. Hall, its original owner, was involved with the Ruebush-Kieffer 
Company for many years. 

315 (J.H. Ruebush House): Detached house. Victorian/Vernacular. 
1904. Brick (stretcher bond); 2 stories; gable roof (slate); 2 bays; 
modern, 1-bay metal porch. James Ruebush, head of the music department 

14 and former president of Shenandoah College, built his house near the 
college campus. It is one of several stylish houses built on College 
Street in the early 20th century. The Ruebush family moved here from 
285 College Street in 1904. 

(See Continuation Sheet tll) 










































































