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6 .  REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

A.  P.  C a r t e r  Homeplace ( ~ a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r ,  7 /30/1976)  
1975-6 S t a t e  Survey 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  
~ i c h m o n d ,  V i r g i n i a  23219 

7 .  DESCRIPTION -- A r c h i t e c t u r a l  A n a l y s i s  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  a s  t h e  C a r t e r  Family a r e  a l l  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  smal l  geographic  
r e g i o n .  

The nominat ion i n c l u d e s  f i v e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n i t i a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  
su rvey  and r e s e a r c h .  The f i r s t ,  and o l d e s t ,  i s  t h e  A.  P.  C a r t e r  Homeplace, pre-  
v i o u s l y  l i s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  on t h e  Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r .  Th i s  s m a l l ,  one-s to ry  
h a l f - d o v e t a i l e d  l o g  c a b i n  c o n t a i n s  a  s i n g l e  room on t h e  main f l o o r  w i t h  a  l o f t  
above.  I t  was l a t e r  e n l a r g e d  by a  frame shed k i t c h e n  a d d i t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  back .  
Th is  was t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  A .  P .  C a r t e r  i n  1891, and i t  h a s  remained i n  t h e  C a r t e r  
f ami ly  through t h e  p r e s e n t  day.  The form i s  v e r y  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  mid- t o  l a t e  
19 th-cen tury  domest ic  p r o p e r t y  t y p e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  o l d e s t  
s u r v i v i n g  house  t y p e s  i n  S c o t t  County. 

The o t h e r  two houses ,  t h e  A.  P .  and S a r a  C a r t e r  House and t h e  Maybelle and 
Ezra  C a r t e r  House, s e r v e d  a s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  A.  P . ,  S a r a ,  and Maybelle C a r t e r  
d u r i n g  t h e i r  r e c o r d i n g  c a r e e r s  a s  t h e  C a r t e r  Family between 1927 and 1943. 
Both a r e  t y p i c a l  i n  form, s c a l e ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  and p l a n  f o r  domest ic  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  bo th  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  C a r t e r s  purchased an o l d e r  house ,  o r i g i n a l l y  
f o u r  o r  f i v e  rooms, and remodeled i t  i n  t h e  1920s o r  1930s t o  c r e a t e  a  domest ic  
form popula r  f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d .  Both were one-s tory  frame d w e l l i n g s  e n l a r g e d  by 
an a d d i t i o n a l  h a l f - s t o r y  f o r  more bedroom s p a c e .  These r e n o v a t i o n s  responded t o  
t h e  bungalow s t y l e  which became i n c r e a s i n g l y  popula r  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s .  The 
survey  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  o l d e r ,  probably  1880-1920 houses  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
were s i m i l a r l y  remodeled d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  bungalow s t y l e .  It  i s  s i g n i f -  
i c a n t  t h a t  t h e s e  p r e s e n t  forms a l s o  r e f l e c t  t h e  changes made by t h e  C a r t e r s  them- 
s e l v e s  when they  l i v e d  a t  t h e s e  h o u s e s ,  and t h e  houses  have n o t  been s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
a l t e r e d  s i n c e .  

The remaining two p r o p e r t i e s  a r e  b o t h  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s .  The o l d e s t  i s  t h e  
M t .  Vernon Uni ted Methodis t  Church, a t t e n d e d  by t h e  C a r t e r  Family members. The 
~ ~ h u r c h  fo l lows  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  church p l a n ,  a  one-s to ry ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  frame s t r u c -  
t u r e  w i t h .  g a b l e  roof  and s imple  wooden s t e e p l e .  L ike  many r u r a l  churches  of  

( s e e  C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  / / 2 )  



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
x excellent - deteriorated K unaltered .-X- original site 

good ;. - ruins altered - .  moved date N/A 
X fair "' - unexposed 

- 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

This thematic nomination focuses on buildings associated with the lives of 
A. P., Sara, and Maybelle Carter, important collectors, performers, and composers 
of mountain music and major figures in the hillbilly music revival of the 20th 
century. The primary unifying theme is historical in nature, based on buildings 
directly associated with these original Carter Family members. The selected prop- 
erties are the A. P. Carter Homeplace, the A, P. and Sara Carter House, the 
Maybelle and Ezra Carter House, the A. P ,  Carter Store, and the Mt, Vernon 
Methodist Church. All five of the nominated properties are located in the Maces 
Spring community of Scott County, Virginia, and date to the late 19th or early 
20th century. Besides their primary historical significance, the five nominated 
buildings also illustrate a second theme--that of typical rural vernacular archi- 
tecture in a southwest Virginia mountain community. These buildings all serve 
-as representative examples of Scott County's vernacular 
architecture from 1890 to 1945. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

This nomination evolved as an effort to identify and evaluate properties 
associated with the original Carter Family. The inclusion of the A. P. Carter 
Homeplace in the National Register of Historic Places on July 30, 1976 has 
already recognized the important contributions of the Cartes Family. However, 
substantial local and family interest in registering the A. P. Carter Store 
led to the suggestion of a thematic nomination which would include all properties 
associated with the Carter Family during their active professional careers. 
Research and survey activity by the Division of Historic Landmarks in January 
and February of 1985 helped identify the potential pool of resources from which 
the nominated thematic resources were drawn. Carter family members assisted in 
the documentation and identification of these properties. The survey included 
one store, one school, one church, and several houses. 

The survey was restricted to the Maces Spring area of Scott County where 
the Carter Family lived during the most productive period of their recording 
life, between 1927 and 1943. Maces Spring is a small community strung along 
state Route 614 in a narrow mountain valley, named Poor Valley, between Clinch 
Mountain to the north and the Pine Ridge to the south. Four of the resources 
are located directly on a 7/10 mile stretch along route 614 in Poor Valley. 
The remaining building is situated in Little Valley, across Pine Ridge from 
Poor Valley and approximately 5/10 miles from the cluster of the other four 
resources. A. P. spent his entire lifetime in this community. Sara and Maybelle 
both moved to Maces Spring upon their marriages, Sara in 1915 and Maybelle in 
1926. Sara later relocated in California in 1943,and Maybelle moved to Nashville 
in the late 19408, but the properties most specifically identified with their 

(see Continuation Sheet {,I) 
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7.  DESCRIPTION -- A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Ana lys i s  

t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  were q u i t e  p l a i n .  Although t h e  o r i g i n a l  
church f u r n i t u r e  h a s  been removed, t h e r e  have been few a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Behind t h e  church i s  t h e  cemetery c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  g raves  of  A .  P .  
and Sara  C a r t e r .  The A.  P. C a r t e r  s t o r e ,  t h e  most r e c e n t  of t h e  nominated r e -  
s o u r c e s ,  was b u i l t  i n  1945 by A .  P .  C a r t e r  and e x h i b i t s  a  commercial form p a r t i c -  
u l a r  t o  t h i s  immediate r e g i o n .  I n s t e a d  of  t h e  f a m i l i a r  r e c t a n g u l a r  form w i t h  
g a b l e  end e n t r a n c e ,  t h e  A.  P .  C a r t e r ' s  s t o r e  h a s  been t u r n e d  so  t h a t  t h e  l o n g e r  
s i d e  and r o o f l i n e  r u n  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r o a d .  Yet t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  n o t  comple te ly  
abandoned t h e  u s e  o f  a  f r o n t  g a b l e ;  t h e  c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e  i s  i n s t e a d  f l anked  by 
a  c r o s s  g a b l e  t o  each s i d e ,  s u g g e s t i n g  i t s  commercial u s e .  I n  i t s  one-s tory  
e l e v a t i o n  and frame c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  A.  P.  C a r t e r  S t o r e  meshes w e l l  i n  s c a l e , '  
m a t e r i a l s ,  and form w i t h  t h e  o l d e r  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  Maces S p r i n g .  

C r i t e r i a  B and C proved most u s e f u l  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  
nominated r e s o u r c e s .  S ince  t h e  pr imary theme was h i s t o r i c a l ,  c r i t e r i o n  B-- 
r e l a t i n g  t o  " p r o p e r i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l i v e s  o f  pe rsons  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  
o u r  past1'--became t h e  f i r s t ,  and major ,  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t h i s  nominat ion.  To b e  
c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  f i r s t  had t o  have a  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  one o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  C a r t e r  Family members, e i t h e r  A .  P . ,  S a r a ,  o r  Maybelle C a r t e r .  I d e a l l y ,  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  shou ld  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  a d u l t ,  o r  p r o d u c t i v e ,  l i v e s .  The 
f o u r  p r e v i o u s l y  u n r e g i s t e r e d  r e s o u r c e s  inc luded  i n  t h e  nominat ion do a c t u a l l y  
r e f l e c t  t h e  l i v e s  of  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h i l e  they  were a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  music 
c a r e e r s .  The o n l y  p r e v i o u s l y  r e g i s t e r e d  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  A.  P .  C a r t e r  Homeplace, 
was t h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n ,  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  had a l r e a d y  been made f o r  i t s  i n c l u -  

, s i o n  based on o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  under  c r i t e r i a  B and C ,  
I' 

The l e n g t h  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  t h e  C a r t e r  ~ a m i l y  was 
a l s o  an e s s e n t i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  under  C r i t e r i o n  B .  A l l  o f  t h e  nominated 
r e s o u r c e s  had been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  C a r t e r  Family and t h e i r  h e i r s  
throughout  much of t h e  20th  c e n t u r y .  The t h r e e  d w e l l i n g s  have remained i n  
t h e  C a r t e r  f ami ly  s i n c e  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  a c q u i s i t i o n .  The A .  P .  C a r t e r  Homeplace 
s t i l l  belongs  t o  A.  P . ' s  b r o t h e r  Ermine; t h e  A .  P .  and S a r a  C a r t e r  House s e r v e d  
a s  A.  P , ' s  home u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1960, when i t  passed t o  h i s  daughte r  Gladys ,  
t h e  p r e s e n t  owner; and t h e  Maybelle C a r t e r  House was used a s  h e r  home between 
1927 and t h e  e a r l y  19509, when i t  was s o l d  t o  h e r  husband ' s  b r o t h e r ,  b u t  i t  
h a s  r e c e n t l y  been repurchased  by ~ a y b e l l e ' s  daughte r  June C a r t e r  Cash. The 
A.  P .  C a r t e r  S t o r e ,  b u i l t  by A .  P . ,  was w i l l e d  a t  h i s  d e a t h  t o  h i s  daughte r  
J a n e t t e  who l a t e r  used t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  a  music h a l l  and most r e c e n t l y  a s  t h e  
C a r t e r  Family Memorial Museum t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  memory of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  C a r t e r  
Family and t o  p r e s e r v e  t r a d i t i o n a l  mountain music.  The M t .  Vernon Church 
se rved  a s  a  "corners tone"  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  a l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  C a r t e r  Family mem- 
b e r s ,  who were q u i t e  r e l i g i o u s  and known f o r  t h e i r  hymns and gospe l  music ,  
and i s  s t i l l  a t t e n d e d  by A .  P.. and S a r a " s  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  who l i v e .  i n  Maces s p r i n g .  

( s e e  C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  #3) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural Analysis 

A third consideration under Criterion B is whether the properties would be 
recognizable to the Carter family were they to see them today. Because there have 
been no major changes to any of the five nominated properties since their associa- 
tion with the original Carter Family members, there is little doubt that they could 
be recognized. 

The secondary area of thematic significance for these resources, architecture, 
has been evaluated by Criteria C. As representative examples of local vernacular 
architecture, all the nominated resources should "embody the distinctive charac- 
teristics of a type, period, or method of construction." The five selected build- 
ings all exemplify the vernacular forms of architecture popular in Scott County 
most specifically and southwest Virginia more broadly for the early 20th century, 
serving as good examples of local and regional building practices. The A. P. 
Carter Homeplace, the oldest of the nominated resources, illustrates the most 
common small house type and building technology for this region in the late 19th 
,!century. As such, it presents a transition from the past to the more recent, 
20th-century buildings included in the nomination. The two 20th-century houses, 
the A. P. and Sara Carter House and the Maybelle and Ezra Carter House, exemplify 
the vernacular dwelling types most often found for small houses in this region in 
the 1920s and 1930s. The Mt. Vernon Church, built in the 18909, reflects a very 
standard church plan for this region at the turn of the century. The last build- 
ing, the A. P. Carter Store, is representative of a more distinct local commer- 
cial form found in Scott County in the 1940s. Besides representing regional forms, 
all the nominated resources display traditional forms of workmanship, moving from 
log construction in the late 19th century to frame construction in the 20th cen- 
tury. Taken as a thematic group, these buildings provide an excellent sampling 
of vernacular architecture in a small, fairly isolated mountain community of 
southwest Virginia. 

Criteria B and C excluded only a few buildings from the already small pool 
of potential resources. The original Carter Family members each lived primarily 
in one home during their most active musical careers, from 1927 to 1943; conse- 
quently only one house associated with Maybelle and one house associated with 
Sara and A. P. could qualify. The previous short-term residences of Sara and 
A. P. were eliminated from consideration. The one-room schoolhouse attended 
by A. P .  Carter was excluded on the basis of both criteria. First, it did not 
rank high in Criteria B because it had been substantially altered since its 
association with A. P. Secondly, because of these alterations, it had lost 
much of its integrity as an example of local vernacular architecture under 
Criterion C. 

(see Continuation Sheet #4) 
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7, DESCRIPTION -- Architectural Analysis 

After meeting both the criteria, the five nominated resources were evaluated 
to determine if they possessed integrity as representatives of the primary and 
secondary themes. One of the most important standards of integrity for historically 
significant structures is location. All of the buildings were in their original 
location and had not been moved. Location was particularly important in this 
nomination for several other reasons as well. First, the relationship between 
the nominated buildings, which are clustered closely together in a one-half mile 
radius, reveals the close family ties that developed between Sara, A. P ,  and 
Maybelle. Secondly, the relationship between the resources and the place, an 
isolated, rural southwest Virginia community, is important since this is where 
they learned the traditional music for which they became so well known. 

Closely related to location is integrity of setting. Again, because of 
the primary historical theme, the original setting is essential in evoking the 
meaning and significance of these resources. In all five cases, the setting has 
been well preserved. Due to the lack of any substantial modern development in 
this small mountain community, the density of buildings or structures around the 
properties has not changed dramatically. The setting of the individual proper- 
ties also is important in illustrating the changes in settlement patterns that 
characterized the Appalachian regions. The oldest building, the A. P. Carter 
Homeplace, is located in the rolling farmlands along a stream, as were most of 
the first settlements in these mountain communities. After the railroad was 
built through the adjoining Poor Valley, the majority of the traffic moved into 
this Valley, where the road was greatly improved in the 20th century. The four 
resources which are significa~t for their 20th-century periods are all located 
along this route, inetead of the major rivers or streams. The church is pictur- 
esquely sited atop a small knoll overlooking this community in Poor Vdlley. 
Its setting clearly exemplifies the local vision of the church as both a symbol 
of the community's strong religious character and as a focal point for community 
life. 

The nominated bui1din.g~ should and do retain integrity of design, workman- 
ship, and materials, although these qualities are more relevant to the second- 
ary area of significance. In terms of design, all the nominated resources 
reflect the vernacular architectural developments of Scott County in the early 
20th century. Since none have been dramatically altered, they retain the forms, 
structures, and styles characteristic of the period. The only building to be 
enlarged was the A. P. and Sara Carter House, but the garage addition to the 
side has not compromised the integrity of the original structure. Similarly, 
in terms of workmanship, these vernacular structures reveal local and regional 
methods of construction which are generally quite plain due to the character 
of the area. The five buildings also retain most of their historical materials, 
although some have clearly been better preserved than others. Both the A. P. 
Carter Homeplace and the A. P. Carter Store have had virtually no changes to 
their historic fabric while the A, P ,  and Sara Carter House and the Mt. Vernon 

(see Continuation Sheet #5) 
















