


|7, DESCRIPTION -

k
CONDITION (Gheck One)
Excellenr [T Good [ Fair [ Deteriorated [] Ruins (3 Unexposed [ i
Check G : (Check One)
INTEGRITY (Check One) ‘ ne
Altered [ Unaliered X ) Moved [ Qriginal Site [

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {{f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Bowman 1is a two-story rectangular structure built of limestone, and
topped by a gable roorf. The arc.as over ¢i2 opening are dressed to size,
and none of the mortar joints exceeds on2 inch in chickness. The original
interior woodwork is intact. The undersides of the floorboards are
dressed and form the ceiling finish of the stoxry below, The original
paneling between the center hall and the rooms consists of vertical planks
dressed on both sides, and beaded at the joints. The interior beams and
joists are smoothed to a high peolish but <o not appear to have been
painted or varnished. A later kitchen wing and a handsome iron and wood
®portico are the only apparent alterations.

Behind the house are several early structures, including a well cover, and
a dairy or smoke hause.

An Indian site in the lowgrounds below tlie house has been tested by the
Archaeological Society of Virginia and the Virginia State Library.
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18.. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD {Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbion [7] 16th Century [ 18th Century 2rh Century ]
15th Century [ 17th Century [ ’.?rh Century [

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (Jf Applicable and Krown) 1753

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Mare as Approptiate)

Aberiginal Education | Palitical a Urban Planning O
Prehistoric O Engineering ] Raligion/Phi- Other (Specify) =
Histeoric | industry O losaphy O History

Agricuiture | invention .| Science O

Art b2y Landscape Sculpture [

Commerce 5 Architecture [] Social/Human-

Communications [} Literature | itarian O

Conservation O Military o Theatsr d

’ Music — Transparration ]

STATEMENT CF SIGNIFICANCE (/nclude Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Architecturally, Fort Bowman is an important example of the Pennsylvania
German influence in the Shemzadoah Valley. It was built about 1753 by
Geprge Bowman who migrated with his wife, Mary, from Pennsylvania to the
| Shenandoah Valley in 1731-32. Mary Bowman was the daughter oi Jost Hite,
another prominent settler in tae Valley.

The sons of George Bowman pliayaed important roles in the colonial and
Revolutionary history of America. Abraham was a colonel of the 8th
Virginia Regiment (following Muhlenberg in the Revolution), and Captain
Isaac Bowman, with his brother, Joseph, aided George Rogers Clark in the
conquest of the Northwest in 1778-79,

Among those buried in the Bowman graveyard behind the house are Captain
Isaac Bowman and his wives, and Samuel Xercheval, historian of the Valley,
and three of his daughters. '
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN.ONE ACRE ..} -
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FORM PREPARGD BY

MNAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmariks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director

CRGANIZATION DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission May 2, 1969

{ Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Richmond a Virginia 45

CSTATE LiAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION: - NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION:

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Elistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certifly that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - - - - -
C PR Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National 7] State Local [

¢ Date

Name (ﬁQfL’ \ \“#\L’Y £y 3\r‘\r ™y,

PR ATTEST;

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chglrmal

Title Yiyrginias Histoxie Landmarks Comm.

S N O S —

Keeper of The National Register

Date _June 2, 1969 i Date
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(Dec. 1948)

Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM shenandoah
FOR NP5 USE ONLY
{Continuation Shkeet) SNTRY MuMeER 2ATE

(Number ail entries)

6.

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory
1958 Federai
Library of Congress

. Washington, Disctrict of Columbia Code: 08

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report #85-4
1968 State

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
Richmond, Virginia Code: 45
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