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INTEGRITY (Check One) ‘ ne
Altered [ Unaliered X ) Moved [ Qriginal Site [

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {{f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Bowman 1is a two-story rectangular structure built of limestone, and
topped by a gable roorf. The arc.as over ¢i2 opening are dressed to size,
and none of the mortar joints exceeds on2 inch in chickness. The original
interior woodwork is intact. The undersides of the floorboards are
dressed and form the ceiling finish of the stoxry below, The original
paneling between the center hall and the rooms consists of vertical planks
dressed on both sides, and beaded at the joints. The interior beams and
joists are smoothed to a high peolish but <o not appear to have been
painted or varnished. A later kitchen wing and a handsome iron and wood
®portico are the only apparent alterations.

Behind the house are several early structures, including a well cover, and
a dairy or smoke hause.

An Indian site in the lowgrounds below tlie house has been tested by the
Archaeological Society of Virginia and the Virginia State Library.
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STATEMENT CF SIGNIFICANCE (/nclude Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Architecturally, Fort Bowman is an important example of the Pennsylvania
German influence in the Shemzadoah Valley. It was built about 1753 by
Geprge Bowman who migrated with his wife, Mary, from Pennsylvania to the
| Shenandoah Valley in 1731-32. Mary Bowman was the daughter oi Jost Hite,
another prominent settler in tae Valley.

The sons of George Bowman pliayaed important roles in the colonial and
Revolutionary history of America. Abraham was a colonel of the 8th
Virginia Regiment (following Muhlenberg in the Revolution), and Captain
Isaac Bowman, with his brother, Joseph, aided George Rogers Clark in the
conquest of the Northwest in 1778-79,

Among those buried in the Bowman graveyard behind the house are Captain
Isaac Bowman and his wives, and Samuel Xercheval, historian of the Valley,
and three of his daughters. '
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