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/7. DESCRIPTION 1 

Fort  Bowman is a two-s tor - recta: .%~lzr  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  of l imestone, and 
topped by a gable  roof.  The a;;.:2s over  .:z o?er.ing a r e  dressed to  s i z e ,  
and none of  t h e  mor tx- j o i n t s  exceeds or.: inch  i n  chLc!cness. The o r i g i n a l  

I 
i n t e r i o r  woodwork is i n t a c t .  T:.e cn2ersLCzs o f  t h e  ELoorboarls a r e  
dressed and form t h e  c e i l i n g  f i n i s h  of t n e  s t o r y  below. 'ihe o r i g i n a l  
panel ing between t h e  c e n t e r  hall and ;he rooms c o n s i s t s  of  v e r t i c a l  p l a n k s ,  
dressed on both s i d e s ,  and headed z: t h e  j o i n t s .  The i n t e r i o r  beams and 
j o i s t s  a r e  smoothed t o  a high po i i sh  but  l o  n o t  appear  t o  have been 
painted o r  varnished.  A l a t e r  k i tchen  wing and a handsome i r o n  and wood 

.po r t i co  a r e  t h e  only  apparent  a i t e r a c i o n s .  

I CONDITION 

I N T E G R I T Y  

Behind the  house a r e  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  s t r u c t u r e s ,  inc luding  a we l l  cover ,  and 
a d a i r y  o r  smoke house. 

[Check One)  

Excal len?  0 Geed F a i r  Det.ric.roted R u i n s  E Unexposed 

(Check One) [Check One) 

t 
Alterad  Unaltered i Moved 0 Original  Sits 

I 

An Indiaii s i t e  i n  t h e  lowgrounds below ::-.* house has  been t e s t e d  by t h e  
Archaeological  Socie ty  of VirginLa and t ke  Vi rg in i a  S t a t e  Library.  I 

D E S C R I B E  THE PRESENT A N D  O R I C I N b L  (11 lorown/ P H Y S I C A L  APPE- .xPNCE I 



IGNiFlCANCE 
PERlOD (Check One or Moro a8 A~propriels)  

Pra-Columbion C] 16th Century ~j 18fh Century 23th Century [7 

15th Century 17th Csnrury C :91h Cantury 

SPECIF IC  O A T E I S ~  (if ~ p p l i c s b ~ ~end ~ n o w n i  1753 
ARE&= OF  ZLGNIFICANCE (Check One or .Wore BQ Awnr~r ia to )  
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~ i s ~ o r i c  industry CI - losophy His tory  
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Art  a Landscape Sculpture 

Commerce 0 Architecture Cj Sociai/Human-

Communics~ions C Literotur* 3 i tarian 
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M u r i r  z1 Transportation 

I
S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Include Psrsmegos. Datsa.  E l n t s .  Etc.) 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Fo r t  Bowman i s  a n  important example of t h e  Pennsylvania 
German in f luence  i n  t h e  Shenadoah Valley. It w a s  b u i l t  about 1753 by 
George Bowman who n i g r a t e d  with h i s  wife ,  Mary, from Pennsylvania to  the  
Shenanaoah Valley i n  i731-32. Yiry Bowman was t h e  daughter  of J o s t  Hite ,  
another  prominent s e t t l e r  i n  the  Vailey. 

i 

The sons of  George B o m n  played inpor t an t  r o l e s  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  and 
Revolutionary h i s t o r y  of America. .';oranam was a co lone l  of the  8th 
Virgin ia  Regiment (fol lowing !&nlen>erg i n  t h e  Revolution),  and Captain 
I saac  Bowman, w i t h  h i s  b ro the r ,  Joseph, a ided  George Rogers Clark i n  the  
conquest of t h e  Northwest i n  1778-79. 

Among t i o s e  bur ied  i n  t h e  Bowman graveyard behind t h e  house a r e  Captain 
I saac  Bowman and h i s  wives, an5 Samuel Rercheval,  h i s t o r i a n  of  t h e  Valley, 
and th ree  of  h i s  daughters .  
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Wayland, John W . ,  H i s t o r i c  Homes of  Northern V i rg in i a  and t h e  Eas t e rn  
Panhandle of  Wes; V i r g i n i a .  Staunton,  Va . :  The McClure Company, Inc. ,  
1937. 
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12. S T A - t  L A I S C N  C C F  CIS i E E " i l i l C A 1  IOX NATIOUAL S E G I S 7 i R  VERIF ICATION I 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89.665). 1 hereby nominate this property for  inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated accordlng to the criteria and p r o c e h r e s  s e t  

iorth by the Nar~onaiPark S e r v ~ c e .  The recommended 

Level oi significance of this nomination is: 

National State Local  

C O D E-
C O D E  

D A T E  

I herebv certify that this property i s  included in the 

National Register. 
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