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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL {IF KNQWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
_ The Lawrence Snapp House is a two-story Continental log heuse built inte a bank close
to Snapps Run in Shenandozh County. The siting, ¢ a slops perpendicular to its contours,

allows multilevel entry at grade, is close to sources of water (Snapp's Run and a strean,
and is characteristic of houses built in the Shenandoah

ov&r- which the house was built),
Valey by German settlers in the second half of the 1Bth century.

- The main section of the house, set on a limestone basemant, is two bays long with a
door in the left (west) bay and a full-length, one-story porch with chamfered columns.
The house is covered with plain weatherboards and has later louvered blinds and 6/6
sash. An off-center interior limestone chimney surmounts the gable roof which has late

19th-century eaves returns.

To the rear of the main block is an early 19th-century coursed rubble limestone ell,
It iz zlso two stories tall, three hays long, and has a central stone chimney stack. It
nas 6/6 sash aznd stone jack arches over the window and decor openings.

The plan of the wmain block was originally the four-roca Kreuzhaus variant of the
Continental Flurkuchenhaus. One enters the western Kvche or kitchen, which has a massive
stone fireplace. Behind this is a smaller room with a small fireplace in the north jamb
of the chimney and stairs in the northwest corner. The partition of this smaller room
was removed in the 19th century, and the rcom was made narrower and expanded into the
wing., In recent years this expansion was reversed, and the small fireplace was closed.
Fast of the chimney was the Stube, or parlor, which was heated by a five-plate iron
stove fed through a hole in the back of the kitchen fireplace. (Two plates of a locally
made five-plate stove, dated 1801, have been found on the property). A board partition,
removed by the present owner, set off the Stube from the narrow Kammsr (chamber} at the

rear.
dining

A small frame connector ties the log house to the stone ell which contains a
There

room at the near end, a kitchen with a large fireplace, and stairs at the far end.
are cellars under the Stube /Mammer (which contain a spring) as well as under the ell

dining room.

Decoration in the Flurkuchenhaus is minimal, as was rncrmally the case in such
structures. It consists mostly of six-panel, raised-panel doors, and the exterior doors
have vertical beaded sheathing on the interior. Several interesting strap hinges survive,
as does a Suffolk latch on the cellar stair. The exposed joists are chamfered, but the

suumery beam was cut out apparently in the 19th century.

The dining room is decorated with a pedestal chair rail and with a delicate mantel
consisting of reeded pilasters without caps, supporting a plain frieze and entablature
blocks and a relatively thin (for the valley) molded shelf. To the right of the firecplace

are original cupboards with recessed panel doors.

The ell kitchen retains its original floors and hearth., To the right of the fireplace

is the date 1824, which may be the date of the ell, though this is open to question .

In the yard northeast of the original house stands the rubble stone chimney, under-
pinning, and trough of a springhouse. The building was set so that the str-um running
from the cellar spring to Snapp's Run would supply the cooling trough. Across the road,

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . .

The Snapp House in Shenandoah County is a rare surviving example of the Continental
central-chimney houses built in the late 18th and early 19th centuries by the German-
speaking settlers of western Virginia. The house's siting against a bank and near a geeod
water supply, ite original four-room or Kreuzhaus plan, its Continental-type roof trusses,
and its partial basemsnt are all products of the Germanic tradition. Another characteris-
tically Centinental feature of the Snapp House, the basement spring, is very rare in
Virginia. The handsomz early 19th-century stone wing and the remains of a springhouse/
kitchen add to the exceptional assemblage. The family cemestery and the (sadly altered)
mid-19th~-century brick barn across the road from the house, while not owned by the same
person and not part of the register bounds, further contribute to this remarkably complete
picture of CGerman-American life in the Shenandoah Valley.

The early history of the Snapp House property is very confused. 2ll that can be
determined is that the house belonged in the 18th century to Lawrence Snapp, Sr., a
wealthy resident of the area. After Snapp's death in 1782 his property was divided among
ten children (seven sons} who commenced a long and complex series of land sales and trades.
One son, Phillip Snapp, may have become the eventual owner. At his death.in 1812 another
complex scries of sales and legacies was initiated, partly as a result of Snapp's apparent
insolvency. Part of the tract was left to Snapp's wife Sally, but by 18356 the property
seems to have come by bits and pieces into the hands of John Copp. If this reconstruction
is correct, it may be that the stone ell, although dated on the fireplace 1824, was
constructed nearer 1837. At that time the building's taxable value, which had remained
stable at $437, increased to $737 (although this increase may also reflect the construction

of the brick barn).

The property, known in recent years as Wildflower Farm, was purchased several years
ago by Mrs. Nancy Sullivan, who has renovated it,

- | DU/VDS
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7. DESCRIPTICN

not on the present owner's property, are a mid-19th-century brick bank barn and a
fzmily cemetery which originally belonged te the house.

The register bounds follow the road and property bounds on the south and west
and Snapp's Run on the ncrth and east.
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A History of Shenandoah County, Virgiria. Strasburg, Va.: Shenandoah
Publishing House, Inc., 1969,
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