
h C o w  
County and State 

- 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources withln Property 
(Check as many boxes as appty) (Check only one Cox) (DO not include previously i~sted resources in the count.) 

private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

U building(s) 
district 
site 
structure 
object 

Name of related multiple propetty listing 
(Enter "NIA if propeny 1s not pan of a multiple property listing.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

4 4 buildings 

2 0 sites 

1 4 structures 

0 n objects 
7 R Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the Natlonal Register 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categories from lnStrUctl0nS) (Enter categories from instructions) 

7. Description 
Amhitectural Classification Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories fmm instructions) 

Federal foundation s t on 0 

walls brick 

mof 

other 
metal: aluminum 

N m i v e  Description 
(Denbe the historic and current condition of the prop* on one or more continuation sheets.) 



-arm 
Name of Property 

t v :  VA 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Aooiicable National Reaister Criteria 'Areas of Significance ~rr.~.-~~-~- - ~~ - - 
(Mark "x" n one or more boxes lor the crlterla quaillying the property [Enter categorlis from instructions) 
for Natlonal Register listing.) 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

A Property is associated with events that have made S n c i a l o r v  
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

11 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield. 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery 

Period of Significance 

1 R 7 Q  - l q l r ?  

Significant Dates 

1.879 

Significant Person 
(Complete 11 Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
.- , . 

0 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative properly. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance ArchitecUBuilder 

within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Sianificance 
~~~ ~ 

(Explain the significance of the p r o p w  on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographicat References 
~ ~ o g r a p h y  
[Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National 
Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 
V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  - A r c h i v e s  

recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 



Shenandoah C o u n t y  Fa rm 
Name of Property 

Shenandoah  C o u n t y ,  V A  
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 1 6  6 . 4  zer e s 

UTM References 
(Place addttionai UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

, 7 2 p  i9 ; 3 ,  0) 14, ? j l i 2 / 8  , O , O )  
Zone East~ng Northing 

2 hLL1 b 17.1 lix al LuA 1 7 b  d 
Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

3 171 2 , l  14, 6,O / / 4 , 311  4 6 1  310 1 
Zone Easting Nonhing 

4 u  1717inlhi41nl- 
a See Continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
(Expialn why the boundanes were selected on a contlnuatlon sheet) 

11. Form Prepared By 

date A n r i l  1 5 .  1997  organization as-9 n r i a t P s f n r 
t h e  ~ i e b e  F a r m  G r o u p  

street & number P 0 .  Roa 7 6 ? telephone ( 7 0 1 )  4 6 5  - 4 5 6 6  

city or town t r& i r ,o  state V A zip code 2 7 6 5 7 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO w FPO for any additional items) 

Pmperty Owner 
(Complete rn!s Item at me request of SHPO or FW.) 

Shenandoah C o u n t y  
name 

P. 0. B o x  4 5 2  
street & number telephone 

( 7 0 3 )  459-2195 

W o o d s t o c k  
city or town state 

VA 
zip code 

22664 

Pepwork Redudon AU Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the Nationd Register of Historic Places to nominate 
pmperties for listing or demnine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Reqnse  to this request is required to obtain 
a benelit in acwrdanca with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

W m m M  Burden Statmetat: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. D i r e  mmments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
01 this form to the Chiel. Administrative Services Division. Natiod Park Senrice. P.O. Box 37127. Washington. DC 200137127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget Papemork Reductions Projects (1M40018). Washington. DC X)503. 
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7 .  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Shenandoah County  Almshouse,  b u i l t  i n  1829 on 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  220 a c r e s  o f  county-owned l a n d  n e a r  Maurer town,  
Shenandoah County ,  V i r g i n i a ,  i s  a  l a r g e ,  s y m m e t r i c a l ,  F e d e r a l -  
s t y l e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  b r i c k  above  a  
l i m e s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n .  The  f i v e - b a y ,  two-s to ry  c e n t e r  b l o c k  i s  
f l a n k e d  on t h e  n o r t h  and  s o u t h  by e i g h t - b a y ,  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  
wings.  On t h e  main ( e a s t )  f a c a d e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  f i v e - b a y ,  one- 
s t o r y  po rch  w i t h  s h e d  r o o f  and chamfered  p o s t s .  The b r i c k  w a l l s  
o f  t h e  wings a r e  o b s c u r e d  by aluminum s i d i n g  e n c l o s i n g  o r i g i n a l  
f u l l - w i d t h  p o r c h e s .  A two-s to ry  b r i c k  k i t c h e n  wing was added  c a .  
1850 a t  t h e  r e a r  ( w e s t )  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  b l o c k ;  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a  
two-s to ry  e x t e n s i o n  was b u i l t  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  end of  
t h e  s o u t h  wing. The i n t e r i o r  c o n t a i n s  examples  o f  f i n e  o r i g i n a l  
woodwork and ha rdware ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a n t e l p i e c e s ,  p a n e l i n g ,  w a l l  
c a b i n e t s ,  d o o r  f r a m e s  and  e n t a b l a t u r e s ,  and wrough t - i ron  d o o r  
h i n g e s .  D e s p i t e  s e v e r a l  minor  modern a d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s ,  
t h e  a lmshouse  and  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  p o s s e s s  a h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and c o n t e x t u a l  i n t e g r i t y .  The main house  i s  i n  
f a i r  t o  good c o n d i t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  some masonry and wood 
damage c a u s e d  by t h e  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  b u i l d i n g  s i t e .  The r o l l i n g  
s i t e  i s  s t i l l  a  working  f a r m ,  w i t h  a  s m a l l  c r e e k  r u n n i n g  a l o n g  
one  s i d e .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  l a r g e l y  
unchanged, t h e  s t r i k i n g  v i ews  o f  t h e  r u r a l  l a n d s c a p e  and  
mounta inous  s u r r o u n d i n g s  a r e  u n d i s t u r b e d ,  and t h e  a lmshouse  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  s e r v e  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  o f  h o u s i n g  t h e  p o o r .  The 
p r o p e r t y  c o n t a i n s  f o u r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s :  t h e  a lmshouse  
i t s e l f ;  a  s t o n e  s p r i n g  h o u s e  which may b e  contemporaneous  w i t h ,  
o r  p e r h a p s  e a r l i e r  t h a n ,  t h e  a lmshouse ;  a  l a r g e  modern f r ame  b a r n  
( c o n s t r u c t e d  1952)  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  t h e  s i t e  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  b a r n :  
and a  f rame meat  h o u s e  ( c o n s t r u c t e d  1 8 9 4 ) .  T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  
n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  a l l  o f  modern f rame c o n s t r u c t i o n :  a  
g a r a g e ;  a  b u t c h e r  s h e d ;  a  woodshed; and a  m e c h a n i c ' s  s h e d .  The re  
i s  o n e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  a  f r ame  pump house  ( d a t e  unknown). 
The re  a r e  f o u r  n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s :  two c h i c k e n  coops ,  a  
b roode r  house ,  and a  c o r n c r i b .  T h e r e  a r e  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  sites: 
a  c e m e t e r y ,  which is s t i l l  i n  u s e ,  and  a  p o r t i o n  o f  a  C i v i l  War 
encampment s i t e ,  o c c u p i e d  by Union t r o o p s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  
Tom's Brook. 
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DESCRIPTION 

The b u i l d e r s  o f  t h e  a lmshouse  a d a p t e d  t h e  F e d e r a l  s t y l e  o f  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  t o  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n .  Viewed a l o n e ,  t h e  
c e n t r a l  b l o c k  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  which s e r v e d  a s  t h e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  would b e  a  s t r i k i n q  example o f  a  
p r o s p e r o u s  Shenandoah V a l l e y  f a rm home o f  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  However, t h e  d e f i n i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  i s  t h e  
u n u s u a l l y  l o n g ,  o n e - s t o r y  l a t e r a l  w i n g s ,  which a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  
m a t e r i a l s ,  d e s i g n ,  and workmanship t o  t h e  main house .  I n  a n o t h e r  
s e t t i n g  t h i s  d e s i g n  migh t  have  s e r v e d  f o r  a  r e g i o n a l  c o l l e g e  o r  
b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l .  I n  Shenandoah County i t  p r o v i d e s  a  p h y s i c a l  
r e c o r d  o f  a  l o n g - l a s t i n g  v i s i o n  o f  a  s e c u r e  and  d i g n i f i e d  l i f e  
f o r  t h o s e  who, because  o f  a g e ,  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  o r  i n c a p a c i t y ,  c o u l d  
n o t  c o p e  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  r i g o r  o f  r u r a l  e x i s t e n c e .  

The h o u s e  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  l o c a l l y - m a d e  r e d  b r i c k ,  
u n p a i n t e d ,  l a i d  i n  f i v e - c o u r s e  American bond w i t h  s t r u c k  p e n c i l e d  
j o i n t s  above  l i m e s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n s .  The s y m m e t r i c a l ,  f i v e - b a y ,  
t w o - s t o r y  c e n t r a l  b l o c k  h a s  p a r a p e t e d  s i d e  g a b l e s  w i t h  d o u b l e ,  
i n t e r i o r  end  chimneys of  b r i c k  a n d  a  two-course  b r i c k  c o r n i c e  
l a i d  i n  a  h o u n d s t o o t h  p a t t e r n .  Twelve-over -e ight  double-hung 
windows have b r i c k  v o u s s o i r s  l a i d  i n  two v e r t i c a l  c o u r s e s ,  wood 
s i l l s  and l i n t e l s ,  and o r i g i n a l  wood s a s h .  A o n e - s t o r y ,  f i v e -  
bay p o r c h  w i t h  chamfered  wooden p o s t s  and  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r  e x t e n d s  
a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  b l o c k .  The p o r c h  i s  o l d  b u t  n o t  
o r i g i n a l ,  and n o  p h y s i c a l  o r  documentary  e v i d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  found 
t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a  p o r c h  was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e r e .  Each o f  t h e  b r i c k  
l a t e r a l  wings  i s  75 f e e t  l o n g .  

A d d i t i o n s  made o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  have  p a r t l y  h i d d e n  b u t  n o t  
s e r i o u s l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  1829 c o n s t r u c t i o n .  About 1850,  a  two- 
s t o r y  e x t e n s i o n  w i t h  f o u r  a p a r t m e n t s  was b u i l t  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  
t h e  s o u t h  wing a t  t h e  s o u t h  end .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  a  two-s to ry  
k i t c h e n  wing was added t o  t h e  r e a r  (west) o f  t h e  main house .  
Both a d d i t i o n s  a r e  o f  b r i c k  and f o l l o w  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  
1829 b u i l d i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  masonry i s  o f  lower  q u a l i t y .  A 
s t and ing- seam m e t a l  roo f  h a s  r e p l a c e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s h i n g l e d  r o o f .  
Around 1965,  t h e  f r o n t  p o r c h e s  o f  t h e  wings  were  e n c l o s e d  w i t h  
aluminum s i d i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  w e a t h e r p r o o f  walkways,  and t h e  r e a r  
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7 .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

wing o f  t h e  main house  was r e n o v a t e d  t o  h o u s e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and 
o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  I n  1991,  t h e  s o u t h  wing was 
r e n o v a t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s e p a r a t e  f a m i l y  a p a r t m e n t  w i t h  k i t c h e n  and 
b a t h  f o r  t empora ry  r e s i d e n t s .  

The f l o o r  p l a n  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  b l o c k  a p p e a r s  t o  have been  
l i t t l e  a l t e r e d .  T h e r e  were  f o u r  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms, which might  
o r i g i n a l l y  have  been  a r r a n g e d  a round  a  c e n t e r  h a l l .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  
however, t h e r e  i s  no  e v i d e n c e  o f  h a l l  p a r t i t i o n s ,  and t h e  f r o n t  
door  opens  t o  a  l a r g e  p ine -pane led  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  r i g h t  
( n o r t h e a s t )  f r o n t  c o r n e r .  The main s t a i r c a s e  is l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  o f f i c e ,  f a c i n g  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r .  T h i s  room 
i s  b e l i e v e d  by l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n s  t o  have  s e r v e d  a s  a  mee t ing  room 
f o r  t h e  o v e r s e e r s  o f  t h e  poor .  A f i n e ,  l a r g e ,  o r i g i n a l ,  wood 
man te l  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  reed-and-band c a r v i n g  and  
a p a n e l e d  f r i e z e .  The w e l l - p r o p o r t i o n e d  s t a i r c a s e  h a s  a  s t a i n e d  
and v a r n i s h e d  p a n e l e d  wood dado and h a n d r a i l ,  wood b a n i s t e r ,  
t u r n e d  wood b a l u s t e r s ,  and a  s l i m  co lumnar  newel .  The s t a i r c a s e  
r i s e s  t o  a  s p l i t  l a n d i n g  t h a t  l e a d s  i n  t h r e e  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  
p r i v a t e  q u a r t e r s  o n  t h e  second f l o o r .  A l a r g e  room t o  t h e  l e f t  
( s o u t h )  of  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  h a s  been  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  modern 
k i t c h e n  b u t  r e t a i n s  o r i g i n a l  wood d a d o  p a n e l i n g  and c h a i r  r a i l .  
The c l o s e d - i n  f i r e p l a c e  h a s  a  wood m a n t e l p i e c e  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  a  
r e c e s s e d  f r i e z e  p a n e l  and f l u t e d  o v a l  and  s u n b u r s t  c a r v i n g s .  A 
r e c e s s e d  fou r -door  cupboard  w i t h  a  heavy  c o r n i c e  i s  i n  one  c o r n e r  
o f  t h e  room. A t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  b l o c k  two rooms have been 
combined ( d a t e  n o t  known) t o  form a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  room used  f o r  
d i n i n g  and  r e c r e a t i o n  by t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  A t  one  end o f  t h e  room, 
an e l a b o r a t e  wooden cupboard  w i t h  f o u r  d o o r s ,  t h e  two upper  o n e s  
i n  two p a n e l s  e a c h ,  h a s  a  mass ive  c o r n i c e  w i t h  p e n d a n t  c a r v e d  
f r i e z e ,  s u p p o r t e d  by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s .  Doors ,  window t r i m  and 
s a s h ,  and d o o r  t r i m  w i t h  c l a s s i c a l  m o t i f s  a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  a s  a r e  
t h e  wood dado  p a n e l i n g  and  c h a i r  r a i l s .  T h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  rooms 
on t h e  second  f l o o r  have  f i r e p l a c e s  ( c l o s e d  i n ,  w i t h  s t o v e  f l u e s  
v i s i b l e  b u t  u n u s e d ) ;  o r i g i n a l ,  s i m p l e ,  wood m a n t e l p i e c e s ;  wood- 
p a n e l e d  d a d o s ;  and c h a i r  r a i l s .  One room a l s o  c o n t a i n s  l a r g e  
b u i l t - i n  wood fou r -door  c u p b o a r d s ,  presumed t o  b e  o r i g i n a l ,  on 
e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  A s t a i r c a s e  t o  t h e  a t t i c  i s  
l o c a t e d  b e h i n d  a  d o o r  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  room. The c e i l i n g s  
th roughou t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  have been  l o w e r e d ,  and any o r i g i n a l  
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c o r n i c e s  and c e i l i n g  f i x t u r e s  have been  c o n c e a l e d  o r  removed. 
Hea t ing  i s  by means o f  h o t  w a t e r ,  and r a d i a t o r s  a r e  i n  e v e r y  
room. 

I n  t h e  l a t e r a l  w ings  a l s o ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  p l a n  r ema ins  
e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t a c t .  F i v e  rooms i n  each  wing a r e  e n t e r e d  from 
c o n t i n u o u s  o n e - s t o r y  p o r c h e s ,  which run  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  wings.  
t h rough  o r i g i n a l  f i v e - p a n e l  wood d o o r s  w i t h  m a s s i v e  wrough t - i ron  
s t r a p  h i n g e s .  The rooms a r e  l i g h t e d  by f i v e - p a n e  t r ansoms  above 
t h e  d o o r s  and s h u t t e r e d  windows o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  p o r c h e s .  The 
p o r c h e s  were  e n c l o s e d  w i t h  aluminum windows and s i d i n g  c a .  1965. 
I n  e a c h  wing, t h e  room n e a r e s t  t h e  c e n t e r  b l o c k  (which o r i g i n a l l y  
s e r v e d  a s  a  communal, s e x u a l l y - s e g r e g a t e d  s i t t i n g  room) h a s  been  
a l t e r e d  t o  accommodate a  bathroom. 

The sou thward  s l o p e  o f  t h e  s i t e  a l l o w e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  
a  g r o u n d - l e v e l  k i t c h e n  and  l a u n d r y  a r e a  below t h e  s o u t h  wing,  
which c o n t a i n s  a  f i r e p l a c e  l a r g e  enough t o  accommodate l a u n d r y  
k e t t l e s .  S m a l l e r  rooms on t h e  ground f l o o r  were  used  t o  s t o r e  
p r e s e r v e d  f r u i t s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  and mea t s .  Modern wood p o r c h e s  on 
t h e  n o r t h  and  s o u t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  s o u t h  wing g i v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  uppe r  f l o o r .  

The s p r i n g  h o u s e ,  l o c a t e d  n i n e t y  f e e t  n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  house  
and c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  r u b b l e  l i m e s t o n e  w i t h  a  l ow-p i t ched  r o o f ,  may 
have s e r v e d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  a lmshouse  on t h e  s i t e .  
I t s  a p p e a r  a t  l e a s t  a s  o l d  a s  t h e  l i m e s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n  w a l l s  o f  
t h e  house .  S m a l l  windows on e a c h  s i d e  a r e  b a r r e d  w i t h  wooden 
s l a t s ,  i n  a  manner s i m i l a r  t o  s p r i n g  h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
i n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

The l a r g e  b a r n  ( 1 3 0 '  by 4 6 ' )  was b u i l t  i n  1952. Loca l  
r e s i d e n t s  s a y  i t  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  a  b a r n  
b u i l t  i n  1811 ,  a l t h o u g h  no  c o r r o b o r a t i n g  documentary  o r  
a r c h e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h i s  c o n j e c t u r e  i s  known. I n  any 
c a s e ,  a  b a r n  o n  o r  n e a r  t h i s  s i t e  h a s  been  a  c o n s t a n t  and 
prominent  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  f a r m ,  a s  have  o t h e r  
wooden o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  meat  h o u s e  ( b u i l t  i n  1894 t o  
r e p l a c e  a n  1829 s t r u c t u r e ) ,  a  b u t c h e r  s h e d ,  a  wood s h e d ,  a  
mechan ic ' s  s h e d ,  a n d  a  l a r g e  ( 1 0 '  by 1 0 ' )  pump house ,  b e l i e v e d  t o  
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have been  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  o r  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y .  The b a r n  and meat  house  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
b u i l d i n g s ,  and t h e  pump house  i s  a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  L e s s  
s u b s t a n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  s i t e  a r e  a  c o r n c r i b ,  a  b r o o d e r  
house ,  two c h i c k e n  coops ,  a  w e l l ,  and  two c i s t e r n s ,  a l l  modern 
and n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

The r u r a l  s i t e ,  which b e f o r e  t h e  d i s e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  
Church o f  England i n  V i r g i n i a  was a  g l e b e  fa rm s e r v i n g  t h e  
Beckford  P a r i s h ,  r ema ins  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t ,  w i t h  u n o b s t r u c t e d  v i ews  
o f  t h e  Massanu t t en  and Al l egheny  moun ta ins  t o  t h e  e a s t  and w e s t ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  and c r o p l a n d s  and p a s t u r e  o n  a l l  s i d e s .  A s m a l l ,  
board- fenced  cemete ry  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  f a rm ( o n  
S t a t e  Road 650,  0 . 4  m i l e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  U .  S .  Route  11) was i n  u s e  
a s  a  p a u p e r ' s  b u r i a l  g round  a s  l a t e  a s  1989.  Al though i t  i s  
b e l i e v e d  t o  c o n t a i n  be tween a  hundred  and  two hundred  g r a v e s ,  
o n l y  e l e v e n  o f  t h e  g r a v e s  a r e  now marked, most w i t h  t empora ry  
m e t a l  marke r s .  The e a r l i e s t  g r a v e s t o n e ,  which i s  p a r t i a l l y  
u n r e a d a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  w e a t h e r i n g ,  n o t e s  t h e  d e a t h  o f  "Rebecca 
[ l a s t  name i l l e g i b l e ] "  i n  1908. Another  s t o n e  i s  d a t e d  1950: t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  marke r s  were  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  1980s .  E a r l i e r  s t o n e s  o r  
m a r k e r s  may have  been d i s p l a c e d ,  b u r i e d ,  o r  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  
p e r i o d i c  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n t r o l  undergrowth .  

Dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War, a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  County  Farm was 
used  a s  a  campground by Union f o r c e s  unde r  t h e  command o f  G e n e r a l  
Luns fo rd  Lomax on t h e  n i g h t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Toms Brook. 
F o r t y - e i g h t  a c r e s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  farm were  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  a  
c o u n t y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p a r k  i n  1985  and a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a s  nominated .  
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8 .  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 

The Shenandoah County Almshouse,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1829,  and 
t h e  County  Farm on which i t  is l o c a t e d  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  
s o c i a l  and  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  Shenandoah County and 
V i r g i n i a .  The p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  r a r e  and w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  
example o f  a  handsome, e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y ,  F e d e r a l - s t y l e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g .  A n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  b u i l d i n g  which was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1820 f o r  u s e  a s  a  poor  f a rm s u r v i v e s  i n  p r i v a t e  
owner sh ip  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  F r e d e r i c k  County.  Another  c o u n t y  fa rm 
o p e r a t e d  i n  Warren County u n t i l  1992,  b u t  n o t  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  
c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  However, t h e  Shenandoah County Farm 
i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  p u r p o s e - b u i l t  c o u n t y  poorhouse  s t i l l  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and i t  i s  o n e  o f  v e r y  few e x t a n t  
b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h a t  use .  A s  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  
p r i m a r y  means o f  c a r i n g  f o r  i t s  n e e d i e s t  c i t i z e n s  s i n c e  b e f o r e  
t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  u s e  o f  t h e  s i t e  a s  a  poor  
farm p r e d a t e s  by s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  t h e  e x t a n t  b r i c k  r e s i d e n c e .  The 
coun ty  f a rm s i t e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and 
v i s u a l  i n t e g r i t y  i n  t h a t  i t s  o r i q i n a l  d e s i g n  and m a t e r i a l s  remain  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  u n a l t e r e d  by c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o r  by 
s u r r o u n d i n g  development .  A s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  a  C i v i l  War 
encampment s i t e  o c c u p i e d  by Union t r o o p s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  
Tom's Brook i s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Al though t h e  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  i s  n o t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  a lmshouse  
of  Shenandoah County ,  i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  f o r  t h a t  
pu rpose .  What i s  now t h e  c o u n t y  f a r m  was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  
Beckford  P a r i s h  Glebe:  i t  was u s e d  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  p a r i s h .  Accord ing  t o  a  b r i e f  p u b l i s h e d  h i s t o r y  
of  t h e  f a rm,  Beckford  P a r i s h  was e s t a b l i s p e d  i n  1769 and was 
p r o b a b l y  named a f t e r  t h e  town i n  England .  B e f o r e  t h e  American 
R e v o l u t i o n ,  Beckford  and o t h e r  p a r i s h e s  i n  V i r g i n i a  h e l d  t h e  
power t o  l e v y  a s s e s s m e n t s  and t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  s u p p o r t  and  
m a i n t a i n  t h e  p o o r .  A f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  when t h e  E n g l i s h  c h u r c h  
was d i s e s t a b l i s h e d ,  g l e b e  l a n d s  became t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  
Commonwealth o f  V i r g i n i a .  I n  t h e  1780s  and 1790s ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  
Assembly p a s s e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  l a w s  t h a t  d i s s o l v e d  t h e  p a r i s h  
v e s t r i e s  and  t r a n s f e r r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  car? o f  t h e  poor  t o  
" o v e r s e e r s  o f  t h e  p o o r "  e l e c t e d  i n  e a c h  c o u n t y .  
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Accord ing  t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  l a s t  c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  g l e b e  f a rm were t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  Reverend P e t e r  
Muhlenberg d u r i n g  h i s  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War s e r v i c e  a s  a n  o f f i c e r  o f  
t h e  8 t h  V i r g i n i a  Regiment  ( t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "German Regiment" )  o f  
c o l o n i a l  m i l i t i a ,  which h e  h e l p e d  t o  r e c r u i t  f rom t h e  Shenandoah 
V a l l e y .  A f t e r  t h e  war ,  Shenandoah County  a c q u i r e d  t h e  farm and 
i t s  house  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e l i n q u i s h e d  g l e b e  l a n d s  o f  Beckford  
P a r i s h .  I n  1800 ,  unde r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l l y  e l e c t e d  
o v e r s e e r s  o f  t h e  p o o r ,  t h e  g l e b e  f a rm h o u s e  became t h e  f i r s t  
Shenandoah County  Almshouse. Although n o  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  h o u s e  h a s  been  found,  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  o v e r s e e r s  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a d d i t i o n s  were  made t o  i t  i n  1803  and 1819,  and 
t h a t  by t h e  l a t e  1820s  t h e  house  was i n  v e r y  poor  c o n d i t i o n .  
Consequen t ly  t h e  o v e r s e e r s '  r e p o r t  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  1828 
i n c l u d e d  " t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n s e s  o f  b o a r d i n g  s u n d r y  B r i c k  makers ,  
B r i c k  l a y e r s  C a r p e n t e r s  and L a b o r e r s  employed i n  b u i l d i n g  a  new 
Poor House. ,, 3 

I n  1829,  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly r e q u i r e d  e a c h  c o u n t y  
t o  r e p o r t  a n n u a l l y  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a u d i t o r  what  i t s  o v e r s e e r s  had 
been d o i n g  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  poor .  The f i r s t  r e p o r t ,  d u e  by 1830 ,  
i n c l u d e d  a  summary o f  a c t i v i t i e s  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  poor  s i n c e  
1800. Shenandoah C o u n t y ' s  r e p o r t  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  new Poor  House, 
t h e n  n e a r i n g  c o m p l e t i o n :  

The Poor  House i s  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  Old Glebe  a  T r a c t  
c o n t a i n i n g  be tween two and t h r e e  hundred  a c r e s  o f  good 
l a n d  which  i s  now c o n s i d e r a b l y  improved and p r o d u c e s  
f i n e  c r o p s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  by t h e  l a b o r s  o f  t h e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and  s u c h  of  t h e  p a u p e r s  a s  a r e  a b l e  t o  
pe r fo rm some l a b o r  which c r o p s  c o n t r i b u t e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
t o  t h e i r  s u p p o r t - -  The farm i s  now f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  a  
s t o c k  o f  f a r m i n g  implements ,  H o r s e s ,  C a t t l e ,  Hogs and  
Sheep  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  p r o f i t a b l e  management o f  t h e  
farm. I n  1 8 1 1  a  l a r g e  Barn was b u i l t  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  
by o r d e r  o f  t h e  County C o u r t  which h a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t  
S t a b l e s  f o r  h o r s e s  and  c a t t l e .  I n  t h e  y e a r  1829 i t  was 
s u g g e s t e d  t o  t h e  County C o u r t  o f  Shenandoah t h a t  t h e  
Old Poor House was i n  a  v e r y  r o t t e n  and  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  
s t a t e  a n d  n o t  w o r t h  r e p a i r i n g .  Whereupon a n  o r d e r  was 
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made d i r e c t i n g  a  new o n e  t o  b e  b u i l t  by t h e  o v e r s e e r s  
which was v e r y  s o o n  commenced and i s  now n e a r l y  
completed.  I t  i s  o f  b r i c k  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  b u i l d i n g  two 
s t o r i e s  h i g h  3 7  by 3 3  f e e t  w i t h  two wings  e a c h  75 f e e t  
l ong  w i t h  P o r t i c o e s ,  t h e i r  whole  l e n g t h  a n d  o n e  o f  them 
two s t o r i e s  h igh .  The whole  b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  t e n  
f i r e p l a c e s  and  s e v e n  s t o v e s  and i s  amply s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  
t h e  c o m f o r t a b l e  accommodation o f  a l l  o u r  p a u p e r s .  The 
o v e r s e e r s  have a l s o  b u i l t  a  B r i c k  K i t c h e n  1 6  by 20 f e e t  
one s t o r y  h i g h ,  a  b r i c k  meat  house  and  two b r i c k  
p r i v i e s  and  t h e y  hav2 f u r n i s h e d  t h e  h o u s e  w i t h  a l l  
n e c e s s a r y  f u r n i t u r e .  

The b r i c k  k i t c h e n ,  meat house ,  and  p r i v i e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  above 
have d i s a p p e a r e d ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  a lmshouse  and f a rm a r e  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same t o d a y  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  1829 o v e r s e e r s '  
r e p o r t .  

The a lmshouse  and f a rm have  p l a y e d  a  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s  and 
a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  i n  t h e  
Commonwealth. Whi le  some c o u n t i e s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  d o l e  " o u t s i d e  
r e l i e f ' '  t o  t h e  needy ,  t h e  Shenandoah County  a lmshouse  and i t s  
c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  F r e d e r i c k  County ( b u i l t  i n  1820)  
s e r v e d  a s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and  s o c i a l  models  f o r  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  poor  f a r m s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  
War. 

On October  9 ,  1864,  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  a lmshouse  echoed  w i t h  
t h e  sounds  o f  musket  and  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  a s  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Tom's 
Brook swep t  a l o n g  t h e  V a l l e y  P i k e  (U. S.  R o u t e  11). The n i g h t  
b e f o r e  t h e  b a t t l e ,  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  c a v a l r y  d i v i s i o n  commanded by 
Major G e n e r a l  Luns fo rd  Lomax had b ivouacked  o n  t h e  c o u n t y  farm.  
Throughout  t h e  d a y ,  t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e s  
f o u g h t  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a l o n g  J o r d a n  Run o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
edge o f  t h e  farm.  F i n a l l y ,  p r e s s e d  by s u p e r i o r  numbers,  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e s  f e l l  back a l o n g  t h e  p i k e  t o  Woodstock. Thus 
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  fa rm i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  commemorating and 
i n t e r p r e t i n g  a  c r i t i c a l  p h a s e  o f  t h e  Shenandoah V a l l e y  campaign. 
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8. H i s t o r i c a l  Background ( c o n t i n u e d )  

I n  1908,  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e w i d e  s u r v e y  o f  c o u n t y  and  c i t y  
a lmshouses  and l o c a l  j a i l s  was made by members o f  t h e  newly 
e s t a b l i s h e d  S t a t e  Board o f  C h a r i t i e s  and  C o r r e c t i o n s .  T h e i r  
r e p o r t ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1909,  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  Shenandoah Count8  
Almshouse was "one  o f  t h e  b e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  S t a t e . "  I n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e i r  c r i t i c a l  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  some 
o t h e r  c o u n t i e s ,  t h e  s u r v e y o r s  found  no  f a u l t  w i t h  Shenandoah.  
They r e p o r t e d :  

t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  h a s  e i g h t  rooms; p a u p e r s ,  e i g h t  
rooms i n  e a c h  wing;  c a p a c i t y ,  f o u r  t o  a room. Men l i v e  
i n  o n e  wing and  women i n  t h e  o t h e r .  Heated  by s t o v e s  
i n  e a c h  room; l i g h t e d  by lamps.  One room i n  e a c h  wing 
is used  f o r  a  s i t t i n g  room; w a t e r  i s  k e p t  i n  t h e s e  
rooms . . . . s e x e s  a r e  s e p a r a t e d ;  t h o s e  who a r e  a b l e ,  
w a i t  o n  t h e m s e l v e s  and  o t h e r s ;  t h e y  a r e  employed i n  
d o i n g  house-work and ou t -door  c h o r e s ;  r e l i g i o u s  
s e r v i c e s  se ldom h e l d .  Obed ience  i s  encouraged  by k i n d  
words and  reward  f o r  good c o n d u c t .  I t  is t h e  cus tom o f  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  a l l  i n m a t e s  l e a v e  t h e i r  rooms 
d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  e i t h e r  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  s i t t i n g  room o r  
roaming a b o u t  on t h e  f a rm.  The s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and 
mat ron  c a r e  f o r  t h e  i n m a t e s .  

T h a t  y e a r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s u r v e y ,  t h i r t y - o n e  p e o p l e  were  
be ing  s u p p o r t e d  i n  t h e  a lmshouse .  

I n  1918,  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly,  a t  t h e  u r g i n g  o f  t h e  S a t e  
Board o f  C h a r i t i e s  and  C o r r e c t i o n s ,  a u t h o r i z e d  c o u n t i e s  t o  p o o l  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  d i s t r i c t  homes where  t h e  poor  f rom s e v e r a l  
c o u n t i e s  c o u l d  b e  c a r e d  f o r  t o g e t h e r  i n  o n e  f a c i l i t y .  Those  who 
recommended t h i s  p l a n  t h o u g h t  i t  more e f f i c i e n t  and less 
e x p e n s i v e .  Shenandoah County r e s i s t e d  t h e  i d e a ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  own poor  h o u s e  system--  o n e  t h a t  had worked w e l l  
f o r  them f o r  more t h a n  a  hundred  y e a r s .  

Although i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  much changed ,  t h e  a lmshouse ,  now 
c a l l e d  t h e  Shenandoah County Farm, s h e l t e r e d  s e v e n  permanent  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  J u l y  1991. Under l e a s e  f rom t h e  c o u n t y ,  t h e  
A l l i a n c e  f o r  S h e l t e r ,  a  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  
t h e  homeles s  and  needy ,  m a i n t a i n s  and  a d m i n i s t e r s  t h e  h o u s e  and 
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8. H i s t o r i c a l  Background ( c o n t i n u e d )  

immedia t e ly  a d j a c e n t  l a n d .  The f i e l d s  a r e  l e a s e d  t o  a  l o c a l  
f a r m e r .  R e s i d e n t s  no  l o n g e r  have  t h e i r  own g a r d e n ,  no r  d o  t h e y  
p e r f o r m  f a r m  c h o r e s .  I n  1985,  t h e  Shenandoah County Board o f  
S u p e r v i s o r s  s e t  a s i d e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o r t y - e i g h t  a c r e s  o f  t h e  fa rm 
a s  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  p a r k  f o r  c o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s .  

I n  Shenandoah County and e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  a lmshouse  h a s  l o n g  
s i n c e  been  s u p p l a n t e d  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  means o f  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e ,  and 
t h e  coun ty - fa rm model h a s  been  l a r g e l y  d i s c a r d e d  a s  a  p r a c t i c a b l e  
means o f  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  homeless .  However, a s  Shenandoah County  
m a i n t a i n s  t h e  u n i q u e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and  s e t t i n g  o f  i t s  a l m s h o u s e ,  
i t  a l s o  p r e s e r v e s  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  c h a r i t y  a s  a  l o c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and o f  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  t h a t  e n s u r e s  a  l i f e  o f  d i g n i t y  f o r  t h e  
poor .  

NOTES : 

1. Cocke,  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s .  P a r i s h  L i n e s  Diocese  - o f  V i r g i n i a .  
(Richmond, VA: V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  258. 

2. On J a n u a r y  29, 1799,  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly r e p e a l e d  l a w s  t h a t  
f a v o r e d  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  Church i n  V i r g i n i a ,  i n  e f f e c t  
d i s e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t .  I n  December 1801,  by p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
"Glebe A c t , "  t h e  s t a t e  t ook  t i t l e  t o  g l e b e  l a n d s  e f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  
1 2 ,  1802.  " I n  s o  d o i n g ,  t h e  Assembly f o r b a d e  t h e  s a l e  o f  c h u r c h e s  
o r  c h u r c h y a r d s ,  f o r b a d e  d i s p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  users  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h e s  a n d  f o r b a d e  e x p e l l i n g  t h e  incumbent  f rom t h e  g l e b e  d u r i n g  
h i s  l i f e t ime  a s  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  p a r i s h .  A f t e r  h e  d i e d  o r  r e s i g n e d ,  
t h e n  t h e  O v e r s e e r s  o f  t h e  Poor were t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  e i t h e r  
u s e  t h e  g l e b e  f o r  t h e  c a r e  of  t h e  poor-- o r  s e l l  i t  a n d  u s e  t h e  
p r o c e e d s  f o r  t h e i r  c a r e . "  C l e v e l a n d ,  George J. - -  Up from 
Independence :  - The E p i s c o p a l  Church - i n  V i r g i n i a  (Orange,  VA: Green  
P u b l i s h e r s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  46. 

3. A u d i t o r  o f  P u b l i c  Accoun t s ,  E n t r y  739. O v e r s e e r s  o f  t h e  Poor .  
Annual R e p o r t s  and  C h e c k l i s t  1800-1830. Box 1919. 1828. 
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8. Historical ~ackground (continued) 

4. Ibid., 1829. 

5. washington, DC. Civil War Sites in the Shenandoah Valley of - 
Virginia, A Regional ~ s s e s s m e n t o f ~ ~ t e ~  - t m d x  
Draft, 0ctFber 1991. (National parTservice, Interagency Resources 
Division), 60. 

6. ~irginia State Board of Charities and Corrections, First Annual 
Re ort for t-earding September 30, 1909. (Richmond, VA: P--- 
Superintendent of Pubiic Printing, 1 9 0 9 T 8 r  

7. Ibid., 89. 
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10. Geographical Data 

UTM References (continued): - 
5. 720 780 4312 300 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

The boundary of the nominated property is delineates by the polygon 
whose vertices are marked by the following UTM reference points: 

Boundary Justification: 

The boundary includes the almshouse, outbuildings, fields, and 
cemetery, and Civil War site that have historically been part of 
the county farm and that are necessary to maintain historic 
integrity. The southwest corner of the original farm (48.6 acres) 
has been excluded from the nominated property because it has been 
developed as a county recreational facility. The exclusion is 
reflected in the boundary description and in the boundaries 
indicated on the USGS map and the property map sketch attached. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

The f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  p h o t o g r a p h s :  

SHENANDOAH COUNTY FARM 
SHENANDOAH COUNTY, V I R G I N I A  
Pho tographe r :  James C .  Massey 
Date  o f  Pho tographs :  1992 
L o c a t i o n  o f  n e g a t i v e s :  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  and A r c h i v e s  
Nega t ive  No. : 12894 

1. G e n e r a l  v i e w ,  l o o k i n g  s o u t h w e s t  

2. G e n e r a l  v iew w i t h  e n t r a n c e  r o a d ,  l o o k i n g  s o u t h w e s t  

3 .  Almshouse,  c e n t r a l  b l o c k ,  f r o n t  f a c a d e ,  l o o k i n g  s o u t h w e s t  

4 .  Almshouse,  n o r t h  wing ,  l o o k i n g  s o u t h e a s t  

5. Almshouse,  g e n e r a l  view o f  r e a r  f a c a d e  w i t h  c e n t r a l  b l o c k  and  
wings ,  l o o k i n g  e a s t .  [Note:  E x t r a  p r i n t  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h i s  
view1 

6 .  Almshouse,  s o u t h  wing a d d i t i o n ,  l o o k i n g  n o r t h w e s t  

7 .  Almshouse,  s o u t h  wing a d d i t i o n ,  l o o k i n g  s o u t h w e s t  

8. Almshouse,  c e n t r a l  b l o c k ,  r o o f  and  chimney d e t a i l ,  l o o k i n g  
n o r t h e a s t  

9. Almshouse,  s o u t h  wing c o r r i d o r  ( o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  f a c a d e ) ,  l o o k i n g  
n o r t h  

10. Almshouse,  c e n t r a l  b l o c k ,  n o r t h e a s t  room, f i r s t  f l o o r  w i t h  
s t a i r c a s e ,  l o o k i n g  s o u t h w e s t  

11. Almshouse,  c e n t r a l  b l o c k ,  s o u t h e a s t  room, f i r s t  f l o o r ,  
f i r e p l a c e ,  m a n t e l ,  and  c u p b o a r d ,  l o o k i n g  s o u t h w e s t  

12. Almshouse,  c e n t r a l  b l o c k ,  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  west room cupboard ,  
l o o k i n g  s o u t h e a s t  














