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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Edinburg Mill is a three-story frame grist mill standing on the banks of Stony
Creek in Edinburg. 8Set on a limestone basement, the mill is clad with plain weatherboards
and covered with a standing-seam sheet-metal roof. Irregularly fenestrated with 6/6 sash
on all sides, it is four structural bays long, and entry is inte the gable end. Additions
at the turn of the century include two~story, shed-roof extensions for storage along each
of the long sides and a one-story, gable-roof office set in front of the mill and connected
to it by a covered driveway.

The construction of this mill, like that of most 19th-century grist mills in Virginia,
is very conservative. All of the frame is sturdily braced, and features such as shoulder
posts (which were no longer used in houses when this mill was built) are found here. More
important, a principal-rafter- and purlin roof with wind braces is used. Mill builders ﬂ
in Virginia preferred to use this 18th-century roof -frame rather tham a truss for spanning
their wide buildings 'because it left the-valuable roof space open for bins and machinery.
This one-résembleés an' 18th-century roof in every respect except that it uses a-ridge
board, a feature introduced into vernacular building in the mid-19th century. -

As the Edinburg Mill was a working feed mill until July 1978, the interior works,
dating from the turn-of-the-~century modernization, are intact. Located in the basement,
they include the wheel well in the northwest corner and a long bin along the west side. N
There is a bin in this position on each floor. The stairs, as in each of the upper L
floors, are in the southeast corner. On the first floor is an old Fairbanks scale with '
Creek Doric columns supporting the beam, an old desk by the door, and Roskamp's Grain
Roller Mill, manufactured by the Roskamp Huller Company of Cedar Falls, Iowa. The second
floor is devoted entirely te bins. On the third floor are more bins and a Monarch
Receiving Separator:and Monarch ‘Centrifugal Reel, both manufactured by Sprout Waldron
and Company, of Muncie, Indiana, and an Interelevating Flour Dresser produced by August
Wolf and Company of Cliambersburg; Pennsylvania.--The roof space is given over to more
bins and to the belt drive shafts which powered the equipment.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The bounds have been drawn as an irregular quadrilateral with Stony Creek as the east
side, U.S5. Route 1l as the south, a dirt driveway as the west, and an imaginary line at
the north edge,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Edinburg Mill,
example of the early agrarian industry of the Shenandoah Valley.
1ndustr1a1 complex, the mill is presently being adapted for use as a restaurant.

on Stony Creek in the village of Edinburg, is a well-preserved
Once part of a larger

Built

ca, 1850 by the Grandstaff family," the mill machinery was modernized at the turn of the

century, ‘ds was “the ¢dse with most of the ‘large-grist mills of Virginia.

.. The mill con=-..1.

tinued in use “in this “folm until July'1978 when it was - rescued from p0551b1e demolltlon
by its acquisition for “adaptive Treuse. =t crTomne R I

As with many mills, this is not the first one on its site,

[ .o .

Philip.Grandstaff, vhose

father owned a mill on ¥asvow Passage Creek, purchased 354 acres on Stony Creek in 1804
and after 1813 developed a mill complex there that included saw, boring, and merchant

&grist) mills as well as a carding machine and dwellings.

The property was bequeathed

in 1832 to his son George Grandstaff who continued milling operations on the site until

his death in 1876,
century, for which a $2,500 increase in building wvaluation was recorded in 1850,
Crandstaff sold all of his real estate.to his son George A, Grandstaff of Missouri,

Land tax records show that this man built a new grist mill at mid-

In 1872
This

sale included "The water power tract-on which the mérchant ill and mill ‘house are

situated

[Ehg7 the home tract,”

But litigation stemming from an old partnership led to

the division of ownership in the 1880s bPetween the younger -Grandstaff and George Koontz,
Koontz became sole owner at the turn of the century and in 1905 sold "a dwelling house,
viutbuildings and one merchant mill" to J, Newton Wilson of Bridgewater.

A dramatic moment in the history of the mill occurred during Sheridan's destructive

sweep of the Valley in February 1865,

When the building was set afire, tradition has it

that the women of the town persuaded Union officers to save the remaining flour,
Confederate women and Union officers extinguished the flames, saving the mill and much of
its contents.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY QESC_RlPTION ,Beglnm.ng at’ a point on W sa.de of Stony Creek ,at its crossing
with U.S. Route 11; thence extendlng approx1mately 180' W along N side of said route to

private drive; thence extending about 150' NW along said drive; thence extending about 200'
E to W side of Stony Creek; thence extending about 150' § along said side of said creek to
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and pro%%nal Park Service.
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