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1. Name of Property ---- --- ------I__- 

------ --- ----------- 
h i s t o r i c  name Edinburg His tor ic  D i s t r i c t  

other  names/site number - VDHR B i l e  No. 215-1 

- - - --- - -- ------ 
2. Location 

Area including Water, Center, High, Main & piccadi l ly  streets. P a r t s  of Creekside 
Lane, Grove, Hisey, Walnut C Printo streets, m s a i e  Barm Lane, Railroad C Shenand. 
s t r e e t  & number Ave.. Palmvra Rd. & Btonv Creek Blvd. not  for l~ub l i ca t ion  NIA - . - 

c i t y  o r  town BdinbGg 
- 

v i c i n i t y  N/A 
s t a t e  Virginia-code VA county -8henandoah code 171- z i p  code 22824 - 
----- ---- ---- -------- 
3. State lFederal  Agency Cer t i f ica t ion  

- -- 

As the deaisnatad w t h o r i t y  vdcr tha National Wlstoric Preservatim Act of 1PM. u md.d. I hereby c e r t i f y  that th is  5 nomination 
r q e s t  for  dotan inat ion o f  e l i n i b i l l t y  nntr the docunntation s tud.& for register ing properties i n  the RatTonal Register 

f i r s t o r i c  P I a c n  d r m t s  the procedural and proferrional r.quir-tr set for th  in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
X m e t 1  d o n  not m e t  the Nat iorul  Register Criteria. 1 re- that th i s  property be considered ~ i g n i f i c m t  -nationally - - - s t a t e w ~ - x -  locally. ( - See cont inol t ion shwt  for  d d i t i o r u l  -ts.) 

%;Iq+f(h. 
Signature of c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c i a l / T i t l e  

Virginia Department of His tor ic  Resourcss 
S ta t e  o r  Federal agency and bureau 

I n  my opinion, the property -X- meets - does not m e t  the National 
Register c r i te r ia .  ( - See cont inwt ion shcct for  additional c m t s . )  

Signature of cunnentlng or other o f f i c ra l  Date 

state or Federal a g m y  and bureau -------- ,,,-=-----------------I--------------------- -------- ..................... 
t i f i c a t i o n  

entered i n  the National Register 
See c o n t ~ n w t i m  shcet. 

m r m i n e d  el!gible fo r  the - Ratronal Rep!ster 
see c o n t r n w t i v  shcet. - firmined not e l i g rb le  fo r  the National Register . - removed froin the Natlonal Rcpioter 

other (explain): 

Signature or Keeper uate or ~ction 
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5.  classification 
=-A--- - - ................................................ ................................................. -- - .- - - 
ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
-x- vublic-local 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
building (s) 

2 - - district 
- site - structure - object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributins Noncontributins - - 292 - 49 buildings 
6 0 sites - - - - ----- 

- 3 - 5 structures 
3 - 1 objects 

-304 - - 55 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register -- 1 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/Avt if property is not part of 
a multiple property listing.) -- N/A ................................................. ............................................. 
6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

See Continuation Sheet 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

See Continuation Sheet 

7. Description ------------------ -------------------- ----- --- ---- ------ 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

See Continuation Sheet 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation 
walls - See Continual tion Sheet 
- --- 
other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property 
on one or more continuation sheets.) 

See Continuation Sheet 
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8. statement of significance 
----------------------------I---------- ...................... -- ------------------I- -- 
~ l i c a b l e  Yati-1 R-ister Cr i . ter ia  (Mark "x" i n  one or,nore C r i t e r i a  Considerations (Mark "Xu i n  a l l  the boxes that  apply.) 
boxes for the c r l t e r l a  qual l fyrng the property f o r  Nattonal 
Register l i s t i ng )  & A owned by a raiigious in.?;tution or used for raiigious purposa. 

X. A Property is .ooiat.d With .vent. Ih.1 have mad. a sipnificant - B removed from its origtn.1 iosaf~on. 
confrrbulion to the broad pansms of our history. 

- C I birthplac. or a grave. 
- B Property is a.sociated with the live. of p.r.ons sipnifiwnt in our pest. 

- D I umetery. 
_X_ C Prop-rtv embodir lh. distinctiv. char.at.ri.tics of. type, period. or 

mathod of constructionor ropr.s.na the work of a ma.1.r. or po..r.n - E ,constructed building,  object,^^ structure. 
high artistic v a l u r ,  or r.pr...nts s ipn i f i~n t  and di.tingui.h.bl. mtity 
whose componenn 1-k individual di.tinotian. - F a commamormfiv. prop.rfy. 

- D Pmp.rty has yidded, or i. likely to yidd information importent in prehistory - G 1". t b n  50 y u n  of epe or echisvad .ionifisanoe within the pea  50 
or history. vear.. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

tndustry 
commercii- 
Transportation 
Military 

Significant Dates 
1787, 1848, 1852, 1859, 1862-1864 - 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A - 
cultural Affiliation N/A 

ArchitectIBuilder - Clinedinst, John - builder; Dinges, Guy - architect; Huskey, 
T. 19.- builder; Murdock, Wallace- builder; Sheetz, Jim - 
builder. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

See Continuation Sheet 

-------------- ------------------- - -- ---- -- 
9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous docmentation on f i l e  (NPS) Primary L o c e t i m  of Addit ional Data 
- prel iminary determination of indiv idual  l i s t i n g  (36 CFR 67) - r - State H i s to r i c  Preservation O f f i ce  

has been requested. - Other State agency - previously l i s t e d  i n  the National Register - Federal agency 
- previously determined e l i g i b l e  by the National Register - Local government - desigmted a National H i s to r i c  Lardnark - Univers i ty  
- recorded by H is to r ic  American Bui ldings Survey # Other 
- recorded by H is to r ic  American Engineering Record # - Name of repository: VA Depart. of H is to r ic  Resources 

2 2 1  G o v e r n o r  S t r e e t ,  R ichmond,  V A  23219  
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...................... ---------------I---------- ..................................................... 
lo. Geographical Data 
----------------------------_I---------------------------------------- ................................................................. 
Acreage of Property - 128 
UTM Referenoes 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 2 

-X- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

~- - - - -- --- ~~ ---------- 

11. Porm Prepared By ............................................................................ .......................................................................... 
name/title-HARAt S. KALBIAN, ARCBITECTVRAL HISTORIAN 

organization date -AUGUST 20, 1997- 

street & number-ROUTE 1 BOX 86 telephone -540-837-2081- 

city or town-BOYCE state-VA- zip code - 22620 - 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following ikms wilh lhe completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (I.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the pmpcny's location. 
A sketch nmp far huloric districts and pmpertics having large acreage or numcmur emroe. .  

Photographs 
Representative blact and white pholographr of the pmpcny, 

Additional items 
(Cheek wilh the SHPD or FFU for any additional items) 

Property Owner ------------------- -- --- ----- --------------------- -- ---- ---------- 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name/title - SEE ATTACHED PROPERTY OWNERS LIST 
street 6r number telephone 

city or town state- zip code 

P ~ . F * *  nsduetion hn.9-V m*nl.nn*lmI. b.n.0DII.n.d dl.ppl'm,m.IDlh.N"ml~ ..., 0,wnonr Rr..lonann"..l.pn,.. 1.111.8,"O 04 d.(.lmn. .l.ibi*C" $.I 4s.m.. loli.l .I.W"l.., ndlo.mnd..,.mq Lllrn.. 
R a s w n r  Iothl. rrqusml is  WIId co mm. ben.lll m ' c c o r d r r .  n h  ihmN.lim. MlnDnr R.uw.?#on In, u m a n d e d  l l 8  U S C ,  1110.8 m q  1, 
c s ~ i m e o  a r d n  an-t: RIM= ~rmnmg wod.n #or ths. rorm is e.(-rn.tn la ar.lq. I B  I norm pl mFu mc(v.mo she vim( 3.1 Ierleuno m.twctbons. ~ n h e n n g  n o  w n c a n m ~  #ax.. M cmplatmg n d  iBnSnny chi lorm all" 
i-t. r=.aaltino ma. h r d n  an!-* oa n v  ~ p s n  0, ,he. lorn to r n ~ c h ~ e < ,  ~ d r n ~ i . c ~ ~ t , ~ .  *lncn en*m. ~ s ~ r n d  P.* s o B~~ 3,127. w . m n ~ ~ m .  DC 200137127. n d  ma attire o t ~ n w a n m c  n d  ~ u b o t l .  ~ a u . . r o h  
i l ~dur l~ rnm P,o*n i 102 lO018 l .  Wuhm(tm.  OC 20501. 
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6. HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: 

DOMESTIC 
single dwelling 
secondary structure 

COMMERCWTRADE 
specialty store 

RELIGION 
religious facility 

DOMESTIC 
hotel 

EDUCATION 
school 

INDUSTRY 
manufacturing facility 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: 

DOMESTIC 
single dwelling 
secondary structure 

COMMERCWTRADE 
specialty store 

RELIGION 
religious facility 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification: 

LATE VICTORIAN 
Queen Anne 
Italianate 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS 
Colonial Revival 

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS 
BungalowlCraftsrnan 
Colonial Revival 

OTHER 
I-house 

Materials: 

FOUNDATION 
Stone: limestone 

WALLS 
Wood: weatherboard 

ROOF 
Metal: tin 

OTHER 
wood 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

The Edinburg Historic District is located in the town of Edinburg, in Shenandoah County, 
Virginia. Edinburg was incorporated in 1852, although settlement began in the area several 
decades earlier. The town's location at the intersection of the Valley Turnpike and Stony Creek 
greatly influenced its growth and development. The historic district encompasses a large portion 
of the Town of Edinburg and contains a diverse collection of buildings types and architectural 
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styles ranging from its earliest history to the mid-twentieth century. Edinburg is laid out in a 
grid pattern of street and blocks, typical of many Shenandoah Valley towns. The main 
thoroughfare is Main Street (present U.S. Route l l ) ,  historically the Valley Turnpike, which 
runs east-west through town, instead of its normal north-south course, because of the elbow 
created by Stony Creek. The district boundaries generally include all of Main Street and radiate 
one block south to Stony Creek and several blocks north to encompass Center, High, Piccadilly 
and Printz streets, and Shenandoah Avenue. Parts of Palmyra and Walnut streets, Railroad and 
S. Grove avenues, and Massie Farm Lane are also included in the 128-acre district. At the 
southwest end of Main Street, which is dominated by commercial and residential buildings, is 
the Edinburg Mill, the main industrial focus of town. Water Street adjoins Stony Creek and 
includes some of the oldest dwellings in town. Center, Piccadilly, and High Streets have a mix 
of commercial, domestic, and religious buildings. Several warehouses and the Old Edinburg 
Hotel are located along the railroad tracks and are included in the district. The majority of 
buildings are vernacular in nature, but several architectural styles, particularly ones from the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, are present. The cohesive nature of this well-preserved 
district is impressive and includes a fairly intact streestcape that includes two cemeteries. The 
resources span a period of 160 years and modem intrusions are few and relatively 
inconspicuous. 

The 304 contributing resources in the district are made up primarily of residences and their 
associated outbuildings, often including a meathouse, chicken coop, garage, and shed. Some of 
the other contributing resources include ten commercial buildings, five mixed-use (commercial 
and domestic) buildings, four churches, one school, one mill site, two cemeteries, and two 
bridges. The district also includes the Edinburg Mill, previously listed on the Virginia 
Landmarks Register and National Register of Historic Places. Archaeological resources are not 
included in this nomination. The fifty-five noncontributing architectural elements in the district 
are primarily dwellings, garages, and sheds. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Edinburg was officially incorporated in 1852, but settlement began in the area during the 
previous century. The town's location at the intersection of the Valley Turnpike (Route 1 I), 
Stony Creek, and several well-traveled roads leading to local mills and furnaces, greatly defined 
its physical layout and growth. Since Edinburg's earliest settlement, Stony Creek has provided 
the community with natural resources as well as power to run mills. The architectural resources 
of the Edinburg Historic District demonstrate a variety of architectural styles and uses covering 
a period of 160 years. As a "Valley Town," Edinburg's architectural resources are a 
combination of commercial and industrial enterprises along with residential buildings, churches, 
schools, and cemeteries. The predominant architectural element in the district is the single 
dwelling and its related outbuildings. Although the majority of these are constructed in the 
vernacular tradition, there are examples of high-style architecture styles from the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. 
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The earliest map of Edinburg dates to 1841 and shows the division of Jacob Shryock's land into 
twenty-two lots located on either side of the Valley Turnpike. These early parcels are located 
along present-day Main Street, between Piccadilly and Center Streets. Much of this area was 
included in the two fires that occurred in town, one in the late 1800s and the other in the early 
1900s, so many of the early buildings have been lost. When Edinburg was incorporated on May 
24, 1852, it included an area three-fourths of a mile long and three-eighths of a mile wide on 
both sides of the Valley Turnpike. The 1858 Plat of Edinburg shows it as a fairly large town 
laid out on a grid pattern with the Valley Turnpike (Main Street) as its center axis. Over eighty 
lots made up the town, most of which are included in the Edinburg Historic District. The 
parcels are fairly regular in size and shape, except those that adjoin Stony Creek and follow the 
curves in the creek. The early layout of Edinburg is still clearly evident in its current street 
patterns and lot sizes, most of which are close to half a block deep. The Valley Turnpike 
generally runs north-south through the Shenandoah Valley, but in Edinburg it runs east-west to 
compensate for the curve in Stony Creek. Thus, Main Street is the main east-west thoroughfare 
through town, with High and Water Streets as secondary routes. Piccadilly Street runs north- 
south through town, but eventually turns and heads west out of town (onto present-day Stony 
Creek Boulevard). Center Street also runs north-south between the railroad tracks and Main 
Street. 

The configuration of the town remained the same until the late 1800s when Printz (originally 
Prince) Street was developed. It ran east-west between Piccadilly and Center Streets and appears 
on the 1908 Sanborn Company map, but not on D. J. Lake's Atlas of Shenandoah and Page 
Counties, Virginia of 1885. In 1906 a plat of forty-three lots along Shenandoah Avenue was 
added to the corporate limits of Edinburg. The Edinburg Historic District is primarily made up 
of the core of the original town limits with the later addition of Printz Street and Shenandoah 
Avenue. 

The majority of historic buildings in the town of Edinburg date to the second half of the 
nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth century. This corresponds with the growth 
and developmentbf the town. The earliest known buildiniis the Philip drandstaff ~ o u s e  (215- 
1-169), constructed in 1787. accordine. to an inscriotion found in one of the logs (Photo 1). The 
origind section of the house appearcto have b e 4  a two-story, three-bay section with a two- 
story, two-bay log wing to the west added soon after. The house features a large exterior-end 
stone chimney and a side kitchen wing, also of log construction. This vernacular dwelling is 
typical of regional architectural forms of the period. 

The predominant construction material for the town's earliest buildings was log. Native 
limestone was used for foundations and chimneys. Brick was not commonly used in Edinburg, 
except in chimney stacks. Only two early buildings, both from the mid-nineteenth century, were 
identified that were of brick construction. Brick was later used for the Edinburg Hotel (215-1- 
167), St. John's United Methodist Church (215-1-120), Edinburg High School (215-1-76), and 
several early-twentieth-century dwellings. 
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The early log houses often had log or frame additions. Sometimes the addition was made to the 
front of the log building, so that the original section acted as a rear ell. Other times it was made 
to the side thereby lengthening the house. Frame construction during the early part of the 
nineteenth century was heavy timber framing. The Rush House (215-1-90) is an example of a 
log dwelling with a side frame addition that dates to the early nineteenth century. The Rye- 
Sigmond House (215-1-186), the Pres Grandstaff House (215-1-58), and the Belew-Harshman 
House are other examples of early-nineteenth-century vernacular log buildings that were added 
to later in the century. 

Although there was construction in the area during the first two decades of the nineteenth 
century, not much of it survives. Only four resources appear to survive from the period of 
1800-1820. One of them is the ruins of Whissen's Mill (215-1-66), constructed in 1817 and 
destroyed by fire in 1913. Five additional resources were identified from the 1830s, and another 
eight from the 1840s. A total of fourteen houses in the district appear to pre-date 1840. 
According to Martin's Gazetteer of Virginia, by 1835, Edinburg had seventeen dwellings, two 
mercantile stores, a house of public entertainment, a rifle factory, and a blacksmith shop. 

George P. Grandstaff began construction of the Edinburg Mill (215-1-57) in 1848 (Photo 2). 
It was completed in 1850 and despite some additions, appears very much like it did then. Listed 
on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places in 1979, the 
Edinburg Mill is an extremely well-preserved building representing the early agrarian industry 
of the Shenandoah Valley. The mill machinery was modernized at the turn of the century. The 
Edinburg Mill is significant as the only surviving mill in town and one of the largest in the area. 
Functioning as a working feed mill until 1978, the building is currently used as a restaurant. 

The popular architectural styles of the early to mid-nineteenth century were the Federal style and 
early examples of the Greek Revival style. In Edinburg, however, these were not the high styles 
found up and down the Atlantic Seaboard, but watereddown versions. Not only was the 
application of stylistic features in Edinburg relatively conservative during this period, but it also 
occurred about ten to twenty years after the styles were popular in areas further east. Also, 
motifs from several different styles were often used together. One Federal-style building was 
identified. Although the McNeer-Miller-Vincent House (215-155) was constructed in several 
stages, it gives the general appearance of a Federal-style dwelling. It retains some period 
decorative features such as the delicate tracery in the transom over the door, the multi-light 
window sash and the exterior-end chimney. 

The center-passage plan, one room on each side of a central passage, was rooted in English 
tradition and became the most widely used floorplan in the region by the mid-nineteenth century. 
This plan was particularly used in Federal-style dwellings of the period, although the style was 
not widely used in Edinburg. Sometimes existing one- or two-room houses were later 
transformed into center-passage-plan houses, as was the case with the front section of the Pres 
Grandstaff House (215-1-58), where one bay was added to an existing two-bay section, creating 
a symmetrical center-passage plan (Photo 3). The Belew-Harshman House (215-1-8) was 
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originally a three-bay, side-passage-plan dwelling. A Victorian-era polygonal tower addition to 
the side created a center-passage plan. The Hatch (215-1-19), a two-story log house that was 
remodeled in both the mid- and late nineteenth century, is another example that resulted from 
a desire for a more formal, symmetrical arrangement on the facade of a house. 

Thirteen resources in the district date to the 1850s. These include eight dwellings, two inns, one 
church, and a wagon shop. All are of frame or log construction except for one of the dwellings. 
The Irvin-Miller House (215-1-119) was constructed in 1848 and is a two-story, three-bay, 
vernacular brick building with two interiorend chimneys, a corbeled brick cornice, a hipped 
roof, and central doors on both floors (Photo 4). Although it underwent some alteration during 
the Victorian era, it is significant as one of only two antebellum brick dwellings in the district. 

One of the two inns identified from this period is the Piccadilly House (2 15-1-1 8), built in 1850 
and later enlarged. It sewed as an inn and boarding house with commercial uses on the walk- 
out basement level. Architecturally, it is interesting because its form suggests an original multi- 
use form, while using details and elements found in domestic buildings of the period. The Rest 
Haven Inn (215-1-10), another boarding houselinn, was constructed in 1858 and enlarged and 
remodeled in 1880 to reflect its current Second Empire style. It is currently used as apartments. 

The center-passage plan was also popular during the mid-nineteenth century when used with the 
Greek Revival style. The typical Greek Revival-style dwelling in Edinburg was relatively 
understated and clung to Federal-style features. Three examples were identified: the Reeser- 
Bauserman House (215-1-13), theHisey-Sager House (215-1-16), and the Whissen-Sharpe House 
(215-1-65). All use the center-passage single-pile plan, instead of the more common double-pile 
plan found in other areas of Shenandoah County. The Reeser-Bauserman House (215-1-13), 
constructed ca. 1840, is a large, two-story, five-bay, gable-roofed frame dwelling with exterior- 
end brick chimneys and a multi-pane transom and sidelights around the central front door. The 
Hisey-Sager House (215-1-16), only three bays wide with an interior-end brick chimney, was 
constructed about twenty years later. The best example of the use of the Greek Revival style 
in Edinburg is the Whissen-Sharpe House (215-1-65) (Photo 5). Constructed around 1854, this 
two-story, five-bay, frame house features a hipped roof, stone foundation, interior-end brick 
chimneys, and a distinctive pedimented, bi-level front porch with square Doric supports. 
Towards the rear of the house is a one-story service wing that was originally a separate building 
(probably a summer kitchen) that was later attached. 

Houses of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries also had subordinate outbuildings that met the 
day-to-day needs of the occupants of the main house. These included a meathouse, a dairy, a 
kitchen, an icehouse, a root cellar, a privy, and in many cases, a chicken coop. During the 
latter part of the nineteenth century, many of these functions were consolidated into the main 
house, making these buildings obsolete. Most of the mid-nineteenth-century dwellings in 
Edinburg still have a few of their original outbuildings. These include detached summer 
kitchens (so named because of their use in warm months when extra heat in the main house was 
unwanted), meathouses, and washhouses. Significant resources of this type that were identified 
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include the foundationlruins of a stone springhouse at the Rye-Sigmond House (215-1-86), the 
log kitchen at the Pres Grandstaff House (215-1-58), and the brick office at the Philip Grandstaff 
House. (215-1-169). 

The two-story, gable-roofed, central-passage, single-pile plan dwelling form known as an I-house 
was first used in antebellum times but became the predominant house type well into the twentieth 
century. The majority of houses in the district are of this form with variations occuning in the 
type of windows, the placement of the chimneys, and the decorative trim found on the front 
porch. During the mid-nineteenth century houses of this type tended to have interior-end brick 
chimneys, six-over-six-sash windows, stone foundations, gable roofs, and relatively simple front 
porches. Seven dwellings dating to the 1860s, most of which follow this form, are found in the 
district. The Hopewell House (215-1-121) is a fine example of a typical mid-nineteenth-century 
vernacular dwelling that features interior-end brick chimneys, gable-end returns, six-over-six- 
light windows, a transom and sidelights around the door, and a rear two-story ell. It has a 
central-passage, double-pile plan, somewhat unusual for a house in Edinburg. 

Sometimes the I-house form was obtained due to the enlargement of an existing house, as with 
the Pres Grandstaff House (215-1-58) where the addition was to the side. In the Snapp- 
Bauserman-Roller House (215-1-54) the brick, hip-roofed I-house was added to the front of an 
existing log house that now acts as a rear wing (Photo 6). 

There was generally no new domestic construction during the Civil War in Edinburg. Some 
houses were slightly damaged, but no large-scale destruction took place in town. 

After the Civil War, most of the I-houses that were constructed featured decorative detailing 
typical of the Victorian era. In Edinburg, this was amplified with the use of highly decorative 
jigsawn and turned trimwork on the porches, eaves, and gable ends. The degree to which this 
gingerbread-type trim is used in Edinburg suggests that it was done by local craftsmen. This 
trimwork was often used in new construction, but in many cases it was applied to existing 
buildings to give them a modem Victorian-era appeal. The Snapp-Bauserman-Roller House 
(215-1-54) and the Belew-Harshman House (215-1-8) demonstrate the application of this highly 
decorative porch trim to an older house (Photos 6, 7). 

Also during this period, modem balloon framing quickly replaced older heavy-frame building 
techniques. Six of the seven dwellings from the 1870s in the district can be characterized as 
vernacular in character. The Wightman-Bliley House. (215-1-14) has an I-house form but 
enhanced with enough decorative detailing to be classified as Italianate (Woto 8). These 
characteristics include decorative window caps composed of an entablature supported by brackets 
with scalloping in between, a heavy wooden cornice with scrolled brackets and scalloped trim, 
and gable end returns. Only four instances of the Italianate style were found in Edinburg. Two 
of them are commercial buildings: the B. Hisey Cobbler Shop (215-1-26), constructed in 1889, 
and the Masonic Building (215-1-42), constructed in 1879, both of which are fairly subdued in 
their use of Italianate elements. The George Irvin House (215-1-105) is the closest of these to 








































































































