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single dwelling
secondary structure
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religious facility
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EDUCATION
school

INDUSTRY
manufacturing facility
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single dwelling
secondary structure

COMMERCE/TRADE
specialty store

RELIGION
religious facility
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7. DESCRIPTION
Architectural Classification:

LATE VICTORIAN
Queen Anne
Italianate

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS
Colonial Revival

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS
Bungalow/Craftsman
Colonial Revival

OTHER
I-house

Materials:

FOUNDATION
Stone: limestone

WALLS
Wood; weatherboard

ROOF
Metal: tin

OTHER
Wood

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:

The Edinburg Historic District is located in the town of Edinburg, in Shenandoah County,
Virginia. Edinburg was incorporated in 1852, although settlement began in the area several
decades earlier. The town’s location at the intersection of the Valley Turnpike and Stony Creek
greatly influenced its growth and development. The historic district encompasses a large portion
of the Town of Edinburg and contains a diverse collection of buildings types and architectural
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styles ranging from its earliest history to the mid-twentieth century. Edinburg is laid out in a
grid pattern of street and blocks, typical of many Shenandoah Valley towns. The main
thoroughfare is Main Street (present U.S. Route 11), historically the Valley Turnpike, which
runs east-west through town, instead of its normal north-south course, because of the elbow
created by Stony Creek. The district boundaries generaily include ail of Main Street and radiate
one block south to Stony Creek and several blocks north to encompass Center, High, Piccadilly
and Printz streets, and Shenandoah Avenue. Parts of Palmyra and Walnut streets, Railroad and
S. Grove avenues, and Massie Farm Lane are also included in the 128-acre district. At the
southwest end of Main Street, which is dominated by commercial and residential buildings, is
the Edinburg Mill, the main industrial focus of town. Water Street adjoins Stony Creek and
includes some of the oldest dwellings in town. Center, Piccadilly, and High Streets have a mix
of commercial, domestic, and religious buildings. Several warehouses and the Old Edinburg
Hotel are located along the railroad tracks and are included in the district. The majority of
buildings are vernacular in nature, but several architectural styles, particularly ones from the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, are present. The cohesive nature of this well-preserved
district is impressive and includes a fairly intact streestcape that includes two cemeteries. The
resources span a period of 160 years and modern intrusions are few and relatively

inconspicuous.

The 304 contributing resources in the district are made up primarily of residences and their
associated outbuildings, often including a meathouse, chicken coop, garage, and shed. Some of
the other contributing resources include ten commercial buildings, five mixed-use (commercial
and domestic) buildings, four churches, one school, one mill site, two cemeteries, and two
bridges. The district also includes the Edinburg Mill, previously listed on the Virginia
Landmarks Register and National Register of Historic Places. Archaeological resources are not
included in this nomination. The fifty-five noncontributing architectural elements in the district
are primarily dwellings, garages, and sheds.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Edinburg was officially incorporated in 1852, but settlement began in the area during the
previous century. The town’s location at the intersection of the Valley Tumpike (Route 11),
Stony Creek, and several well-traveled roads leading to local mills and furnaces, greatly defined
its physical layout and growth. Since Edinburg’s earliest settlement, Stony Creek has provided
the community with natural resources as well as power to run mills. The architectural resources
of the Edinburg Historic District demonstrate a variety of architectural styles and uses covering
a period of 160 years. As a "Valley Town," Edinburg’s architectural resources are a
combination of commercial and industrial enterprises along with residential buildings, churches,
schools, and cemeteries. The predominant architectural element in the district is the single
dwelling and its related outbuildings. Although the majority of these are constructed in the
vernacular tradition, there are examples of high-style architecture styles from the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries.
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The earliest map of Edinburg dates to 1841 and shows the division of Jacob Shryock’s land into
twenty-two lots located on either side of the Valley Turnpike. These early parcels are located
along present-day Main Street, between Piccadilly and Center Streets. Much of this area was
included in the two fires that occurred in town, one in the late 1800s and the other in the early
1900s, so many of the early buildings have been lost. When Edinburg was incorporated on May
24, 1852, it included an area three-fourths of a mile long and three-eighths of a mile wide on
both sides of the Valley Turnpike. The 1858 Plat of Edinburg shows it as a fairly large town
laid out on a grid pattern with the Valley Turnpike (Main Street) as its center axis, Over eighty
lots made up the town, most of which are included in the Edinburg Historic District. The
parcels are fairly regular in size and shape, except those that adjoin Stony Creek and follow the
curves in the creek. The early layout of Edinburg is still clearly evident in its current street
patterns and lot sizes, most of which are close to half a block deep. The Valley Turnpike
generally runs north-south through the Shenandoah Valley, but in Edinburg it runs east-west to
compensate for the curve in Stony Creek. Thus, Main Street is the main east-west thoroughfare
through town, with High and Water Streets as secondary routes. Piccadilly Street runs north-
south through town, but eventually turns and heads west out of town (onto present-day Stony
Creek Boulevard). Center Street also runs north-south between the railroad tracks and Main

Street.

The configuration of the town remained the same until the late 1800s when Printz (originally
Prince) Street was developed. It ran east-west between Piccadilly and Center Streets and appears
on the 1908 Sanborn Company map, but not on D. J. Lake's Arlas of Shenandoah and Page
Counties, Virginia of 1885. In 1906 a plat of forty-three lots along Shenandoah Avenue was
added to the corporate limits of Edinburg. The Edinburg Historic District is primarily made up
of the core of the original town limits with the later addition of Printz Street and Shenandoah

Avenue.

The majority of historic buildings in the town of Edinburg date to the second half of the
nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth century. This corresponds with the growth
and development of the town. The earliest known building is the Philip Grandstaff House (215-
1-169), constructed in 1787, according to an inscription found in one of the logs (Photo 1). The
original section of the house appears to have been a two-story, three-bay section with a two-
story, two-bay log wing to the west added soon after. The house features a large exterior-end
stone chimney and a side kitchen wing, also of log construction. This vernacular dwelling is
typical of regional architectural forms of the period.

The predominant construction material for the town’s earliest buildings was log. Native
limestone was used for foundations and chimneys. Brick was not commonly used in Edinburg,
except in chimney stacks. Only two early buildings, both from the mid-nineteenth century, were
identified that were of brick construction. Brick was later used for the Edinburg Hotel (215-1-
167), St. John’s United Methodist Church (215-1-120), Edinburg High School (215-1-76), and
several early-twentieth-century dwellings.
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The early log houses often had log or frame additions. Sometimes the addition was made to the
front of the log building, so that the original section acted as a rear ell. Other times it was made
to the side thereby lengthening the house. Frame construction during the early part of the
nineteenth century was heavy timber framing. The Rush House (215-1-90) is an example of a
log dwelling with a side frame addition that dates to the early nineteenth century. The Rye-
Sigmond House (215-1-186), the Pres Grandstaff House (215-1-58), and the Belew-Harshman
House are other examples of early-nineteenth-century vernacular log buildings that were added
to later in the century.

Although there was construction in the area during the first two decades of the nineteenth
century, not much of it survives. Only four resources appear to survive from the period of
1800-1820. One of them is the ruins of Whissen’s Mill (215-1-66), constructed in 1817 and
destroyed by fire in 1913. Five additional resources were identified from the 1830s, and another
eight from the 1840s. A total of fourteen houses in the district appear to pre-date 1840.
According to Martin’s Gazetteer of Virginia, by 1835, Edinburg had seventeen dwellings, two
mercantile stores, a house of public entertainment, a rifle factory, and a blacksmith shop.

George P. Grandstaff began construction of the Edinburg Mill (215-1-57) in 1848 (Photo 2).
It was completed in 1850 and despite some additions, appears very much like it did then. Listed
on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places in 1979, the
Edinburg Mill is an extremely well-preserved building representing the early agrarian industry
of the Shenandoah Valley. The mill machinery was modernized at the turn of the century. The
Edinburg Mill is significant as the only surviving mill in town and one of the largest in the area.
Functioning as a working feed mill until 1978, the building is currently used as a restaurant.

The popular architectural styles of the early to mid-nineteenth century were the Federal style and
early examples of the Greek Revival style. In Edinburg, however, these were not the high styles
found up and down the Atlantic Seaboard, but watered-down versions. Not only was the
application of stylistic features in Edinburg relatively conservative during this period, but it also
occurred about ten to twenty years after the styles were popular in areas further east. Also,
motifs from several different styles were often used together. One Federal-style building was
identified. Although the McNeer-Miller-Vincent House (215-155) was constructed in several
stages, it gives the general appearance of a Federal-style dwelling. Tt retains some period
decorative features such as the delicate tracery in the transom over the door, the multi-light
window sash and the exterior-end chimney.

The center-passage plan, one room on each side of a central passage, was rooted in English
tradition and became the most widely used floorplan in the region by the mid-nineteenth century.
This plan was particularly used in Federal-style dwellings of the period, although the style was
not widely used in Edinburg. Sometimes existing one- or two-room houses were later
transformed into center-passage-plan houses, as was the case with the front section of the Pres
Grandstaff House (215-1-58), where one bay was added to an existing two-bay section, creating
a symmetrical center-passage plan (Photo 3). The Belew-Harshman House (215-1-8) was
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originally a three-bay, side-passage-plan dwelling. A Victorian-era polygonal tower addition to
the side created a center-passage plan. The Hatch (215-1-19), a two-story log house that was
remodeled in both the mid- and late nineteenth century, is another example that resulted from
a desire for a more formal, symmetrical arrangement on the facade of a house.

Thirteen resources in the district date to the 1850s. These include eight dwellings, two inns, one
church, and a wagon shop. All are of frame or log construction except for one of the dwellings.
The Irvin-Miller House (215-1-119) was constructed in 1848 and is a two-story, three-bay,
vernacular brick building with two interior-end chimneys, a corbeled brick cornice, a hipped
roof, and central doors on both floors (Photo 4). Although it underwent some alteration during
the Victorian era, it is significant as one of only two antebellum brick dwellings in the district.

One of the two inns identified from this period is the Piccadilly House (215-1-18), built in 1850
and later enlarged. It served as an inn and boarding house with commercial uses on the walk-
out basement level. Architecturally, it is interesting because its form suggests an original multi-
use form, while using details and elements found in domestic buildings of the period. The Rest
Haven Inn (215-1-10), another boarding house/inn, was constructed in 1858 and enlarged and
remodeled in 1880 to reflect its current Second Empire style. It is currently used as apartments.

The center-passage plan was also popular during the mid-nineteenth century when used with the
Greek Revival style. The typical Greek Revival-style dwelling in Edinburg was relatively
understated and clung to Federal-style features. Three examples were identified: the Reeser-
Bauserman House (215-1-13), the Hisey-Sager House (215-1-16), and the Whissen-Sharpe House
(215-1-65). All use the center-passage single-pile plan, instead of the more common double-pile
plan found in other areas of Shenandoah County. The Reeser-Bauserman House (215-1-13),
constructed ca. 1840, is a large, two-story, five-bay, gable-roofed frame dwelling with exterior-
end brick chimneys and a multi-pane transom and sidelights around the central front door. The
Hisey-Sager House (215-1-16), only three bays wide with an interior-end brick chimney, was
constructed about twenty years later. The best example of the use of the Greek Revival style
in Edinburg is the Whissen-Sharpe House (215-1-65) (Photo 5). Constructed around 1854, this
two-story, five-bay, frame house features a hipped roof, stone foundation, interior-end brick
chimneys, and a distinctive pedimented, bi-level front porch with square Doric supports.
Towards the rear of the house is a one-story service wing that was originally a separate building
(probably a summer kitchen) that was later attached.

Houses of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries also had subordinate outbuildings that met the
day-to-day needs of the occupants of the main house. These included a meathouse, a dairy, a
kitchen, an icehouse, a root cellar, a privy, and in many cases, a chicken coop. During the
latter part of the nineteenth century, many of these functions were consolidated into the main
house, making these buildings obsolete. Most of the mid-nineteenth-century dwellings in
Edinburg still have a few of their original outbuildings. These include detached summer
kitchens (so named because of their use in warm months when extra heat in the main house was
unwanted), meathouses, and washhouses. Significant resources of this type that were identified
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include the foundation/ruins of a stone springhouse at the Rye-Sigmond House (215-1-86), the
log kitchen at the Pres Grandstaff House (215-1-58), and the brick office at the Philip Grandstaff
House (215-1-169).

The two-story, gable-roofed, central-passage, single-pile plan dwelling form known as an I-house
was first used in antebellum times but became the predominant house type well into the twentieth
century. The majority of houses in the district are of this form with variations occurring in the
type of windows, the placement of the chimneys, and the decorative trim found on the front
porch. During the mid-nineteenth century houses of this type tended to have interior-end brick
chimneys, six-over-six-sash windows, stone foundations, gable roofs, and relatively simple front
porches. Seven dwellings dating to the 1860s, most of which follow this form, are found in the
district. The Hopewell House (215-1-121) is a fine example of a typical mid-nineteenth-century
vernacular dwelling that features interior-end brick chimneys, gable-end retumns, six-over-six-
light windows, a transom and sidelights around the door, and a rear two-story ell. It has a
central-passage, double-pile plan, somewhat unusual for a house in Edinburg.

Sometimes the I-house form was obtained due to the enlargement of an existing house, as with
the Pres Grandstaff House (215-1-58) where the addition was to the side. In the Snapp-
Bauserman-Roller House (215-1-54) the brick, hip-roofed I-house was added to the front of an
existing log house that now acts as a rear wing (Photo 6).

There was generally no new domestic construction during the Civil War in Edinburg. Some
houses were slightly damaged, but no large-scale destruction took place in town.

After the Civil War, most of the I-houses that were constructed featured decorative detailing
typical of the Victorian era. In Edinburg, this was amplified with the use of highly decorative
jigsawn and turned trimwork on the porches, eaves, and gable ends. The degree to which this
gingerbread-type trim is used in Edinburg suggests that it was done by local craftsmen. This
trimwork was often used in new construction, but in many cases it was applied to existing
buildings to give them a modern Victorian-era appeal. The Snapp-Bauserman-Roller House
(215-1-54) and the Belew-Harshman House {215-1-8) demonstrate the application of this highly
decorative porch trim to an older house (Photos 6, 7).

Also dunng this period, modemn balloon framing quickly replaced older heavy-frame building
techniques. Six of the seven dwellings from the 1870s in the district can be characterized as
vernacular in character. The Wightman-Bliley House (215-1-14) has an I-house form but
enhanced with enough decorative detailing to be classified as Italianate (Photo 8). These
characteristics include decorative window caps composed of an entablature supported by brackets
with scalloping in between, a heavy wooden cornice with scrolled brackets and scalloped trim,
and gable end returns. Only four instances of the Italianate style were found in Edinburg. Two
of them are commercial buildings: the B. Hisey Cobbler Shop (215-1-26), constructed in 1889,
and the Masonic Building (215-1-42), constructed in 1879, both of which are fairly subdued in
their use of Italianate elements. The George Irvin House (215-1-105) is the closest of these to
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EDINBURG HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY

NOTES ON FORMAT AND ORGANIZATION OF INVENTORY:

The roads in the historic district are listed in the inventory in alphabetical order, and the
properties are listed numerically by street address. All buildings, sites, structures and objects
are contributing unless indicated (NC) for noncontributing, and are keyed to the map in regular
order.

* indicates a property previously listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National
Register of Historic Places. :

Center Street

107 Center Street (215-1-122) Edinburg Town Hall: 1903; builder, John Clinedinst; Large, 2-story, 3-bay, gable
front (standing-seam metal), frame (weatherboard), vernacular meeting hall with split-level stone foundation, 2/2
windows, exposed rafter ends, exterior-end brick flue, pyramidally-roofed belfry with spindle work frieze and
balusters, plain friezeboard, cornerboards, recessed entry with 5 folding wooden doors flanked by man doors, and
2-story, 2-level front porch with square posts. Porch enclosed on second floor with 2/2 windows, solid balustrade
on roof, and triple-louvered rectangular attic vent windows in front gable end.

108 Center Street (215-1-123) Edinburg United Brethren Church: 1853; Gable-front (standing-seam metal),
1-story, frame (vinyl siding), 3-bay (3 bays deep) church converted into a dwelling in 1975. Details include
pedimented front gable end, stone foundation, interior brick chimney, protruding entrance bay that was a bell tower
(now cut off), new windows, doors and vinyl siding.

House, 110 Center Street (215-1-124): 1960s; One-story, 3-bay, frame (asbestos shingle), gable-roofed, ranch-type
dwelling. (NC)

111 Center Street (215-1-125) Hutcheson, Molly House: 1880 ca; Two-story, 3-bay, frame (weatherboard),
gable-roofed (standing-seam metal), vernacular I-house with gable- end returns; 2/2 windows; stone foundation;
single transom over door; plain friezeboard; decorative vergeboard in gable ends; rear 2-story ell with enclosed side
porches; fine, 3-bay, hip-roofed front porch with turned posts, spindlework frieze, jigsawn brackets and consoles,
dentilled cornice, and turned balusters.; louvered shutters; and exposed brick chimney,

Garage: ca. 1920, frame, hip-roofed (standing-seam metal), garage on formed concrete foundation with pressed tin
siding in brick pattern located beside house.

112 Center Street (215-1-126) Hisey-DiNardo House: 1880 ca; Large, 2 1/2-story, 3-bay, frame (weatherboard),
Queen Anne-style dwelling with deck-on-hip roof (slate shingle); 2-story tower bay on south side with pyramidal
roof and finial; 2 front, and 2 side hip-roofed dormers; interior brick flue; 2/2 and 1/1 windows; louvered shutters;
rear 2-story eli with side dormers and large interior chimney; side polygonal 1-story bay; side door with transom;
side 2-bay porch and rear, 1-story, shed-roofed wing; rear 2nd-floor porches in rear with enclosed space below;
5-bay wraparound front porch with Tuscan columns.

Shed: ca. 1980, frame, gable-roofed shed (NC).
113 Center Street (215-1-127) Saintmyer House: 1880 ca; Two-story, 3-bay, frame (weatherboard), vernacular

dwelling with 2 front gable ends and a cross-gable roof (standing-seam metal). Victorian detailing includes;
multi-bay wraparound porch that has four open bays on the front and has been enclosed on the side {turned posts,













































































































































