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S e t  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  Shenandoah Valley wi th  Mnssanutten Mountaiu 
forming a baclcdrop t o  t h e  e a s t ,  the town of New Market extends s l i g h t l y  l e s s  
than a  mi le  a long U.S. Route 11 (formerly the  Valley Pike) .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of town is t h e  junc t ion  of  Route 11 and Route 210, the  o ld  eas t -wes t  highway 
between Massanutten Gap and Brock's Gap. I t  was t h i s  c ros s roads  t h a t  gave 
the  town i t s  o r i g i n a l  name, and it was a t  t h a t  s p o t  t h a t  John Sev ie r  
e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  t r a d e r ' s  s t o r e  i n  1761. U n t i l  l e s s  than a decade ago Route 
11 through New Marlcet c a r r i e d  a s  l a r g e  a volumnc of t r a f f i c  a s  any major 
highway i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The modern t r a f f i c  load ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the  t r u c k  t r a f f i c ,  
had a d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on t h e  town's  t r a n q u i l i t y .  Much of  t h e  t r a n q u i l i t y  
was r e s t o r e d  when t h e  major p o r t i o n  of t h e  t r a f f i c  was d i v e r t e d  t o  t h e  
r e c e n t l y  cons t ruc ted  I n t e r s t a t e  Iiighway 81, loca ted  approximately a q u a r t e r  
mi le  t o  t h e  west  of Route 11. 

Although i t  has two back s t r e e t s  and s e v e r a l  c r o s s  s t r e e t s ,  New 
Market, l i k e  most of  t h e  e a r l y  communities a long the  Pike ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a 
l i n e a r  town. C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t hese  Valley towns most of  the  b u i l d i n g s  
a r e  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  f r o n t  edge of  t h e i r  l o t s .  The v i s u a l  c o n t i n u i t y  of the  
community is enforced by the  f a c t  t h a t  most of  t h e  bu i ld ings  a r e  b u i l t  of 
e i t h e r  b r i c k  o r  frame, a r e  two s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  and a r e  covered with gable  
roo f s .  Of t h e  ap1,roximately one hundred s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  l i n e  Route 11 i n  
the main p a r t  of town a t  l e a s t  two t h i r d s  d a t e  from t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  
and a s  many a s  one t h i r d  a r e  of ante-bel lum o r i g i n .  Although t h e r e  a r e  a 
number of modern i n t r u s i o n s  such a s  u t i l i t y  po le s ,  a  profus ion  of overhead 
wi re s ,  l a r g e  commercial s i g n s ,  and s e v e r a l  gaso l ine  s t a t i o n s ,  t h e  e a r l y  
v i s u a l  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  town i s  preserved t o  the  e x t e n t  t h a t  Lewis Summers' 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of New Market i n  1808 i s  g e n e r a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  today. Summers 
wrote: "The houses w e l l  b u i l t  of  b r i c k ,  s tone  and frame; s t r e e t s  s t r a i g h t ,  
c r o s s i n g  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s ,  footways gene ra l ly  paved; a good many s t o r e s  and 
f u l l  of goods; con ta in ing  500 o r  600 people,  and has a t h r i v i n g  appearance.' 

Sca t t e red  among t h e  numerous d w e l l i n e a n d  o t h e r  e a r l y  bu i ld ings  a r e  
s e v e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of  s p e c i a l  h i s t o r i c  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  
dese rve  mention. Three a r e  loca ted  a t  the  h i s t o r i c  c rossroads  i n  t h e  middle 
of town. On t h e  southwest co rne r ,  on what i s  be l ieved  t o  be the  s i t e  of 
John S e v i e r ' s  s t o r e ,  i s  a s imple log  s t r u c t u r e  s a i d  t o  be cons t ruc ted  of logs 
preserved from S e v i e r ' s  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing .  On t h e  northwest  corner  i s  a 
two-story l imestone a s h l a r  ho,use of cons ide rab le  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  mer i t .  B u i l t  
around 1800, t h i s  conspicuous landmark was one of the  homes of t h e  noted 

Henlcel family.  b c a t e d  a t  the  s o u t h e a s t  co rne r  i s  the  S t r a y e r  House, l a t e r  
known a s  t h e  Lee-Jackson Hotel .  B u i l t  around t h e  f i r s t  decade of  the  nine-
teenth  cen tu ry ,  t h i s  two-story b r i c k  house wi th  i t s  handsome pendentive cor -
n i c e  i s  probably the  most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  dwel l ing  i n  New 
Harlcet. During t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s  the  house served a t  v a r i o u s  times 
a s  the  headquarte;s of General Jubal  A. Early.  Regre t t ab ly ,  i n s e n s i t i v e  
owners have allowed t h e  facade t o  be used a s  a s i g n  board of  excep t iona l  
t a s t e l e s s n e s s .  

South of t h e  c ross roads ,  on t h e  west  s i d e  of Route 11, between 
Routes 260 and 1007 i s  t h e  Solon Henkel House, a ramblinz b r i c k  and frame 
dwel l ing  b u i l t  around 1800. This p i c tu resque  dwel l ing  r e t a i n s  a we l l -
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preserved b r i ~ k ~ p a v e dk i t c h e n  c o u r t  con ta in ing  a r a r e  wooden pump w i t h  
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The town of New Market su rv ives  a s  one o f  t h e  b e s t  presenred and most 
h i s t o r i c  of t h e  l i n e a r  towns t h a t  developed a long t h e  Valley Pike .  The 
town has  grown l i t t l e  s i n c e  the  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  and thus  preserves  
the  v i s u a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  period of ascendancy. I n  s p i t e  of  a number of 
modern i n t r u s i o n s  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  New Market today t o  a c q u i r e  a n  idea  of  
the  e a r l y  appearance of t h e  f r o n t i e r  towns t h a t  c a t e r e d  t o  t h e  thousands 
o f  t r a v e l e r s  who moved up the  Shenandoah Valley t o . t h e  West. 

New Market was o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  Cross Roads, a name d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  
ihe  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  e a r l y  e a s t -
west  road between Massanutten Gap and Brock's Gap, and the  o l d  Indian  Road 
( l a t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  Grea t  Road, then t h e  Valley Pike ,  and f i n a l l y  t h e  Lee 
Highway) which extended the  length  of t h e  Valley.  The beginnings o.f t h e  
town a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  John Sevier  who e s t a b l i s h e d  a t r a d e r ' s  s t o r e  a t  
Cross Roads i n  1761. Sevier  so ld  h i s  V i rg in i a  proper ty  i n  1774 and moved 
t o  t h e  Tennessee t e r r i t o r y  where he  served a s  governor of  t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  
s t a t e  of  Frankl in ,  and s ix  times governor of  Tennessee. 

The town i t s e l f  was l a i d  o u t  i n  1785 by P e t e r  P a l s e l  who marked o f f  
t h i r ty - two  l o t s  of a h a l f  a c r e  each from a p a r t  of  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n .  A l l  the 
l o t s  soon a f t e rwards  were so ld  t o  Abraham Savage who l a i d  o u t  addi t ional  
and extended the town. The se t t l emen t  was o f f i c i a l l y  c rea t ed  a  town with 
t h e  name of New Market by a n  a c t  of  t h e  General Assembly passed on December 
14 ,  1796. The town soon became a busy t r a d i n g  c e n t e r ,  s e rv ing  n o t  only t h  
s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  neighboring count rys ide ,  bu t  t h e  many p ioneers  and o t h e r  
t r a v e l e r s  moving a long t h e  Valley Pike. According t o . h i s t o r i a n  John W. 
Wayland, t h e  town had become a n  a c t i v e  mercan t i l e  c e n t e r  by 1835, having 

and house j o i n e r s ,  a s i l v e r s m i t h  and jeweler ,  a coppersmith,  two gunsmiths, 
a locksmith,  and two f a c t o r i e s  making sadd les  and harnesses .  Mar t in ' s  
Gazet teer  of  1835 s t a t e d  the  town had a popula t ion  of  700, wi th  th ree  

th re sh ing  machines, four  t a n n e r i e s ,  two c h a i r  f a c t o r i e s ,  two blacksmith 
and two p o t t e r i e s .  There were a l s o  two wheelwrights ,  four  cabinetmakers 

churches (Lutheran, B a p t i s t ,  Methodis t ) ,  "a l a r g e  b r i c k  academy," f i v e  s t o r e s ,  
t h r e e  t ave rns ,  one lawyer and four  doc to r s .  

Many o f  the  e a r l y  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  s e t t l e d  i n  New Market were of German 
descent .  Most prominent among t h e  e a r l y  German i n h a b i t a n t s  was Ambrose 
lienkel,  who i n  1806, a t  t h e  age of twenty, founded t h e  noted Hcnkel Press ,  
t h e  o l d e s t  Lutheran P res s  i n  America. S t i l l  i n  ope ra t ion ,  t h e  pub l i ca t ions  
of t h e  Henkel P res s  a r e  numerous. Over t h e  yea r s  they have included a 

weekly newspa e r ,  l i t e r a r y  works, t heo log ica l  works, pr imers ,  and h i s t o r i e s .  
As e a r l y  as . lK06 the  Henkel P res s  produced Verr ich tung Special-Conffrenz 
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wrought- i ron handle ,  and a f r ees t and ing  b r i ck  k i t chen  w i t h  a  Chinese l a t t i c e  
door .  Tne f r o n t  door of the  house has a  metal patch around the  lock which 
covers  the  s p o t  where i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  Federal  t roops at tempted t o  c u t  o u t  the  
lock t o  r a i d  the  i n t e r i o r .  Next door t o  the  Solon Henkel House i s  a l a r g e  
F e d e r a l - s t y l e  two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  which was the  e a r l y  l o c a t i o n  of  the  
Henkel P res s .  Also a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  the  Henkel family i s  a somewhat p l a i n  
two-story mid-nineteenth century  house a t  the  southwest corner  of Route 11 
and Route 1007. This  house was f o r  many yea r s  t h e  home o f  Reverend Socra tes  
Henkel. Near the  c e n t e r  of t h e  block between Routes 1008 and 1009, on the  
wes t  s i d e  of  Route 11, is a frame two-story ante-bel lum house t h a t  formerly 
was the  home of  Joseph Salyards ,  (d. 1885) a  prominent New Market au thor  and 
teacher .  The Salyard House i s  t y p i c a l  of  t h e  numerous e a r l y  frame dwel l ings  
concent ra ted  i n  t h e  south  end of  town. 

I n  the  no r th  end of  town t h e r e  i s  an a d d i t i o n a l  group of  an te -be l lun  
houses which, l i k e  those  i n  t h e  south  end,  a r e  s e t  a g a i n s t t h e  f r o n t  edges of  
t h e i r  l o t s .  Typical  of these  is  t h e  Rupp House, loca ted  a t  the  southwest 
co rne r  of  Route 11 and High S t r e e t .  Dating from the e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t ~ i r y  
t h i s  two-story frame house was once t h e  home of William F. Rupp, a noted 
Valley f r e s c o  p a i n t e r .  Two houses t o  the  south  of  t h e  Rupp House i s  a  smal l ,  
one-s tory  s t o r e  b u i l d i n g  of exposed log  cons t ruc t ion .  This  type o f  bu i ld ing  
was once common i n  New Market, but  a l l  save t h i s  s t o r e  have e i t h e r  been 
removed o r  covered over  wi th '  c lapboards.  South o f  the  log  s t o r e ,  on the 
same s i d e  of  the  s t r e e t ,  a r e  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y -  
twent ie th  cen tu ry  houses which d e v i a t e  from the  usua l  p a t t e r n  by being s e t  
back on t h e i r  l o t s  r a t h e r  than loca ted  aga ins t  the  f r o n t  edge. Among t h i s  
group a r e  two I t a l i a n a t e  frame houses wi th  e s p e c i a l l y  handsome sawn ornamen- 
t a t i o n .  Located on the  northwest  corner  of  High S t r e e t  and Route 11 ,  i n  the  
f r o n t  yard of a ~ e o r ~ i a n - s t ; l e  Lutheran Church i s  f u r t h e r  evidence of  the  
War Between t h e  S t a t e s  a c t i v i t y  i n  New Market - a l o c u s t  pos t  wi th  a Federal  
bombshell lodged i n  i t .  

One of  t h e  few s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  town n o t  loca ted  on Route 
11 i s  E m n u e l  Lutheran Church, a handsome Romanesque Revival b r i c k  church 
on the south  s i d e  of  Route 1007, west of  Water S t r e e t .  The p i c tu resque  
b u r i a l  ground a t  Emmanuel C h u r c h ~ c o n t a i n s  t h e  graves of members of many 
prominent New Market f ami l i e s .  
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l-d ~ rm.Luth. Prediger  und A l p o r d n e t e n  i m  S t a a t  Virg in ien ,  considered t o  
be the  f i r s t  book p r i n t e d  i n  German i n  the  South. The p res s  was opera ted  
by the  Henlcel family u n t i l  1925 when i t  was so ld  t o  the  p r e s e n t  owners. The 
Henkel family a l s o  was a c t i v e  i n  the l o c a l  churches and schools .  Severa l  
members served a s  p a s t o r s  of Enunanuel Church inc luding  Socra tes  Henkel (1823-
190L), a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  theologian  and w r i t e r .  

New Market f igured  prominently i n  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  
J u s t  to  the  no r th  of  the  town on May 15, 1864 was fought t h e  famous b a t t l e  of  
New Market where the  Confederates  under General John C.  Breckinridge were 
v i c t o r i o u s  over  the  Federa ls  commanded by General Franz S i g e l .  I t  was i n  t h j  
b a t t l e  t h a t  t h e  Confederates  were r e in fo rced  by 275 cadets  from Vi rg in ia  
M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  who d i s t i n g u i s h e d  themselves by cap tu r ing  cannons i n  a  
Federa l  b a t t e r y .  The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  c i t i z e n s  of  New b r k e t  dur ing  the  
engagement was recorded i n  an a r t i c l e  appearing i n  t h e  Rockingham Reg i s t e r  on 
May 20, 1864. 

... . .The l a d i e s  s tood i n  the doors  of t h e i r  dwel l ings  witt!l 
refreshments  f o r  the  wounded and hungry s o l d i e r s  a s  they came 
from the  ba t t le - f ie ld ,andsome of them a s s i s t e d  i n  d r e s s i n g  and 
b inding  up t h e  wounds of the  poor fe l lows who had come t o  
defend t h e i r  home from invas ion  and desec ra t ion .  I t  was a 
noble s i g h t ,  such a n  e x h i b i t i o n  of  the  g l o r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
our  f a i r  countrywomen. P r i v a t e  p a r l o r s  were c h e e r f u l l y  given 
up to  the  wounded, and t h e  c i t i z e n s  seemed ambit ious only t o  
exce l  i n  works of kindness and h o s p i t a l i t y .  The g r a t e f u l  
s o l d i e r s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the  B a t t l e  of  New Market w i l l  
long remember them. 

The growth of  New Market ceased i n  the  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  
when t h e  flow of  s e t t l e r s  up the Valley Pike dwindled, and when the  town was 
by-passed by t h e  Valley branch of  t h e  Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.  The 
p resen t  popula t ion  of  t h e  town i s  783, approximately the  same a s  i n  1845 when 
Henry Howe mentioned i t  i n  h i s  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  of V i r g i n i a .  




