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ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION:

GOTHIC REVIVAL
SECOND EMPIRE

QUEEN ANNE
ROMANESQUE REVIVAL
COLLEGIATE GOTHIC
COLONIAL REVIVAL
BUNGALOW/CRAFTSMAN
SPANISH REVIVAL

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Woodstock Historic District contains the largest concentration of historic residential,
commercial, religious, educational, and industrial architecture in the town of Woodstock.
Situated in the northern Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, Woodstock is the oldest town in
Shenandoah County (1761) and has served as the county seat since 1772. Typical of many
Shenandoah Valley towns, Woodstock has a grid pattern of streets and blocks. The primary
north-south thoroughfare is Main Street (present U.S. Route 11), historically the Valley
Turnpike, with parallel Church and Water Streets to the east and Muhlenberg and Commerce
Streets to the west. Court Street is the most significant of the small east-west streets that
intersect with Main Street. Dominating the heart of Woodstock is the 1795 Shenandoah County
Courthouse, considered to be the oldest surviving courthouse west of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Commercial architecture, primarily dating from the early twentieth century, is concentrated in
the first blocks of Main Street north and south of the Courthouse and in the first block of West
Court Street. Residential architecture, ranging from eighteenth- and nineteenth-century log and
frame houses to impressive, early-twentieth-century, Queen Anne- and Colonial Revival-style
dwellings, are seen along Church and Muhlenberg Streets. The town’s historic industrial area
features early-twentieth-century industrial buildings along the Southern Railroad tracks and
Commerce Street. Brick or frame churches representing various architectural styles and
denominations are scattered throughout the historic district, while the Collegiate Gothic-style
buildings of Massanutten Military Academy anchor the southern end of the district. Cohesive
and well preserved, the historic architectural fabric of the district is impressive for its date range
(late 1700s to the 1940s) and the variety of building types and architectural styles it offers.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Although the town was laid out as early as 1761 on land originally owned by Jacob Mueller, few
buildings, if any, survive from the town’s earliest days. It is known that an early log church
once stood in the center of town surrounded by a scattering of log dwellings, however, it is
difficult to ascertain if any of the town’s surviving log structures actually date to the late 1700s.
Many early log dwellings may have been incorporated into later frame houses.
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Several known log dwellings that probably date to the late eighteenth or early nineteenth
centuries are noted on Main and Church Streets. Most are two-story, three- or five-bay,
rectangular structures clad in weatherboards and have steeply pitched gable roofs and interior-
or exterior-end brick or stone chimneys. Some have box or molded wooden comices, 6/6 sash
double-hung windows, and rectangular transoms over entrances. Exampies include the houses
at 242, 302, and 409 North Main Street, which once served as the Valley Turnpike tolikeeper’s
residence:; 129 1/2, 217, and 403 South Main Street; 304, and 323 North Church Street; 224
South Church Street; 124 West Spring Street; and 112 East Foundry Street.

The small 1 1/2-story log and weatherboard building at the comer of South Church and East
High Streets is a well preserved example of log architecture (photo 7). It is a simple rectangular
building without any later additions or significant alterations. Farther south at South Church and
East Spring Streets is another unaltered log building on a raised stone foundation. It served as
a springhouse for the Fravel House which once stood on the lot.

Another early log building is the Wickham House located immediately northwest of the
Shenandoah County Courthouse (photo 6). Probably dating to the 1780s, it has a molded
cornice with dentils and later Victorian additions such as a front porch with chamfered posts and
decorative sawnwork and a gable-end bay window with bracketed eaves.

The commercial building at 129 South Main Street originally served as a residence. Recent
owners have removed the building’s weatherboards exposing the logs beneath and half-dovetail
notched corners, which may indicate a typical construction technique for many early log houses
in the area.

Other early houses with log sections include the John Effinger House, the George Clower
House, and the Jacob Ott House at 201, 237, and 402 North Main Street, respectively. The
Effinger House has a rear log section that was probably built by John Effinger, a Revolutionary
War veteran who purchased the lot in 1790 and lived there until his death in 1839. He is buried
in the nearby Old Reformed Cemetery.

Another Revolutionary War veteran, George Clower, supposedly built the rear log section of the
present frame house at 237 N. Main Street and lived there until his death in 1822. The northern
two thirds of the front frame section probably dates to the second quarter of the nineteenth
century and is a side-passage-plan dwelling. A frame addition to the south and a central front
gable were added by late-nineteenth-century owners who apparently wanted a more symmetrical
house typical of the Victorian period.

Supposedly built by Jacob Ott sometime during the late 1700s, the front section of the house at
402 N. Main Street (photo 8) is a log structure with a large exterior end stone chimney. The
rear brick section of the house was built by Jacob Ott, Jr. in the 1840s. It has a central brick
chimney and 9/6 sash windows. ‘

Locally believed to be one of the oldest houses in town, the Keller House at 153 North Main
Street has early features such as a transom over the central front entrance and unusually small
second-story windows; however, it too evolved into a fashionable Victorian house with the
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addition of a front corner bay window, a central front gable clad in decorative pressed metal and
featuring ornamental sawnwork, and a three-bay front porch with chamfered posts.

One of the oldest buildings in Woodstock appears to be the Marshall-Samuels House (photo 5)
at the corner of Muhlenberg and Court Streets (104 S. Muhlenberg St.). Constructed of random
rubble limestone prior to 1772 according to local tradition, this large, two-story, five-bay,
dwelling has a Colonial Revival double-tier portico, Victorian 2/2 sash double-hung windows,
an original molded wood cornice, and massive interior-end chimneys. It is known as the
Marshall house because Thomas Marshall, father of Chief Justice John Marshall, and first clerk
of Dunmore (later Shenandoah) County lodged there when he was in Woodstock on court
business from 1772 until 1781, Later it was the home of Judge Green Berry Samuels, U.S.
congressman from 1831-1841 and later Virginia Supreme Court judge.

Woodstock’s most significant historic building and the oldest documented building in town is the
1795 Shenandoah County Courthouse (photo 1) located at the northwest corner of North Main
and West Court Streets. Built of native limestone, it is a two-story, seven-bay, rectangular
building with a gable roof surmounted by an unusual hexagonal wooden cupola reminiscent of

. German Baroque architecture with its bellcast roof covered with wooden shingles and metal ball
finial topped by a weathervane in the form of a Swiss Guard. The building’s prominent two-
story Tuscan portico was added in 1929, A rear brick wing was added in 1871 and a Victorian
western addition with corbeled brickwork and segmental-arched openings was built in 1886. The
original courthouse has a restored courtroom that is used for special occasions.

The current Shenandoah County Courthouse, jail, and administrative offices are located at the
southwest corner of South Main and West Court Streets. The Classical Revival, temple-front,
brick courthouse with tetrastyle Tuscan portico and octagonal cupola was constructed in 1977.

An unusual survivor of the early nineteenth century is a row of five mostly attached, one-story,
brick and frame law offices that is located just north of the 1795 courthouse. Known as
Lawyers Row, it was probably a common sight on courthouse grounds of the period, but few
have survived in Virginia. At the western end of the row is the one-story, brick, Walton and
Walton Law Office (photo 6) with its dentil cornice and classical portico with Tuscan columns.
According to local tradition Stonewall Jackson used the building on several occasions as
temporary headquarters during his Valley Campaign of the Civil War.

Two dwellings situated side by side at 140 and 146 South Main Street (photo 9) are probably
two of the three finest early- to mid-nineteenth-century houses in Woodstock. Probably built
in the 1820s or 1830s, both houses are two-story brick structures with interior-end chimneys and
Federal-style features such as parapeted gable ends and corbeled brick cornices. Entrances with
transoms and sidelights appear to be mid-nineteenth-century modifications, while the two-tier
porch on the building at 146 and the wraparound porch at 140 appear to date from the early
twentieth century.

The Judge Mark Bird House, located behind the Post Office on South Muhlenberg Street, is also
one of the three finest antebellum houses in Woodstock. Built about 1840 for Mark Bird, judge
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of the 18th judicial circuit, the two-story frame and weatherboard house is Woodstock’s best
example of the Greek Revival style. It has a shallow gable roof, denticulated cornice, and a
plain frieze board. Large 6/6 sash windows with refined trim accent the facade, while a central
entrance features sidelights and a transom divided by large scroll brackets. Above the entrance
is a second-story tripartite jib window that gives access to the flat roof of an elegant three-bay
wooden portico with fluted Ionic columns and a full entablature. The house, which once housed
the Woodstock Female Seminary, was moved back from Muhlenberg Street in 1932 to make
room for the town post office.

Several important antebellum buildings in Woodstock are no longer standing. The 1833
Presbyterian church at the southwest corner of South Church and East Court Streets preceded
the current church that was built in 1868, Adjacent to the church, the ca. 1817 Woodstock
Academy, a long rectangular one-story brick building, stood on the site until 1903.

St. Paul’s Reformed Church, the first church for the German Reformed congregation, stood at
the northwest corner of South Church and East South Streets from the late 1700s until 1869
when the present church was built at South Main and East South Streets. The Old Reformed
Church Cemetery (photo 10), containing some of the town’s earliest surviving gravestones is still
maintained at the original church site.

Around 1809 the Methodists built a log church at the corner of South Muhlenberg and West
High Streets. Replaced by a brick church in 1830, and another in 1860, the current church at
the same site dates to 1905,

At the northwest comner of South Church and East High Streets stood the 1822 brick Lutheran
church with a cemetery immediately to the north. This cemetery’s earliest marked grave dates
to 1822; most date from the mid- to late nineteenth century. Some gravestones are inscribed
with antebellum Woodstock and Strasburg stonecarving establishments--Snydor and Carrullier,
both from Woodstock, and Redfern from Strasburg. The gravestones offer a rich variety of
funerary motifs and designs popular throughout the nineteenth century. The current Emmanuel
Evangelical Lutheran Church, built in 1884, is situated on the same lot, but faces East High
Street.

Important to the economy of the town were several antebellum taverns and hotels that served the
needs of travellers along the Valley Turnpike as well as lawyers and businessmen who flocked
to Woodstock on court days. Fravel’s Stage Tavern may have been the first such establishment.
Later known as Reamer’s Tavern and Shockey Flats, it stood until 1935 on the lot that now
contains the current town hall. Known to have operated before 1820, the Woodstock Coffee
House probably stood across from Reamer’s Tavern on North Main Street, while the Gibbs
Hotel (bumed in 1835 and replaced by Neeb’s Exchange Hotel) and Buck Tavern (the National
Hotel after 1852) were located in the 100 block of South Main Street.

In 1868 the Presbyterians built a new church (photo 11) that replaced their 1833 church, which
had burned during the Civil War. Woodstock’s oldest surviving church, Woodstock
Presbyterian Church is a handsome Italianate-style brick structure with tall round-arched stained-
glass windows with corresponding arched- hoods. A wheel window is seen in the front



NPS Form 10-%00-a OMB No. 1024-0018
- (8-86) .

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _ 7__ Page _ 5 Woodstock Historic District
Shenandoah County, Virginia

pedimented gable and the gable roof is surmounted by a large square domed belfry with
bracketed eaves and round-arched louvered openings.

In 1868 at the comner of West Spring and South Muhlenberg Streets a two-story, hip-roofed,
brick, Italianate-style house was built for Colonel E. E. Stickley, a Civil War veteran of the
famous Stonewall Brigade. Woodstock’s best example of the Italianate style, Stickley Hall
(photo 12) is like no other house in Woodstock. It features a bracketed and denticulated comnice,
tall and narrow 4/4 sash windows, two sqaure interior brick chimneys, a central entrance with
sidelights and a transom divided by scroll brackets. A three-bay porch with bracketed eaves,
square columns, slightly arched bays, and a balustraded roof deck accents the facade.

Although a few architecturally sophisticated houses were built in town from the mid- through
the late nineteenth century, by far most houses built during the period were basic two-story,
brick or frame, rectangular or L-shaped, vernacular dwellings with central passage-single pile
plans. Nearly all the houses had gable roofs, interior-end brick chimneys, and porches of
various sizes with differing amounts of ornamentation. The more fashionable examples had
bracketed cornices and central entrances flanked by sidelights and topped by a rectangular
transom that was often divided by scroll brackets--a particularly popular feature for Woodstock
houses.

These types of houses are found scattered throughout the town, with the most fashionable
examples lining Main Street and the simpler examples on larger lots facing Church Street. The
fine brick house at 116 N. Main, although altered to house two commercial establishments, still
retains most of its nineteenth-century character. A similar frame house with a fine bracketed
cornice is located at 132 N, Main (also commercial property). An example with Victorian
modifications is seen at 144 N. Main (photo 3). It has a central front gable, large bay window,
and elaborate porch with turned posts, scroll brackets, spindle frieze, and turned balusters.
Others are noted at 156, 162, 231, and 425 N. Main Street. Equally fine houses--all with front
porches displaying elaborate sawnwork--are located at 202, 316, and 322 S. Main Street.

Church Street has the largest concentration of mid- to late-nineteenth-century houses; nearly all
are frame with central passage-single pile plans and front porches festooned with varying
amounts of Victorian sawnwork. Examples include the houses at 118 and 131 S. Church Street;
123, 124, 127, 230, and 234 N. Church Street; and the Fravel House (photo 16) at the northeast
corner of North Church and East Court Streets (201 East Court St.).

- Muhlenberg Street has fewer examples; the Bailey House at 123 and the Gibbs House at 143
represent log houses (probably predating the Civil War) that were later remodeled into Victorian
houses. Two other examples of note are the houses at 108 School Street and 215 South
Commerce Street with its Italianate porch and bracketed eaves.

Although the dominant plan type for houses of the late nineteenth century was the central
passage-single pile plan, several other plan types of the period are represented in the domestic
architecture of the town. Two examples of the side-passage plan are seen at 144 East Spring
Street and 408 Massanutten Heights.
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The house at 145 West Spring Street is an L-shaped building with an irregular plan, It has a
projecting front ell and Italianate-style features such as bracketed eaves and a front porch with
a spindle frieze.

Other late-nineteenth-century L-shaped dwellings with irregular plans are noted at 207 South
Mubhlenberg Street and at 543 and 603 South Main Street. Each has a wraparound porch and
floor-to-ceiling first-floor windows.

Houses with four-bay facades featuring two symmetrical front entrances are rare, but two
examples are seen at 230 East Court Street (which has an exterior-end brick chimney rarely seen
on houses of the period) and 359 West Spring Street with its central brick chimney and classic
Victorian porch.

Some of the most modest houses of the period appear to be two-story, frame and weatherboard
structures with three-bay facades, small central brick chimneys, and three-bay front porches with
a minimum of decorative sawnwork. Examples include houses at 239 North Muhlenberg Street
and 349 and 355 West Spring Street.

Beginning in the 1880s several impressive houses were built on Muhlenberg Street, which soon
became the fashionable address for many of the town’s wealthy citizens. The Edgar D. Newman
House (photo 13) at 133 South Muhlenberg was built in 1880 for a local judge and businessman.
The two-story brick house is a curious mixture of Gothic Revival details, such as the steeply-
pitched symmetrical front gables with pointed-arched attic windows, and Italianate details like
bracketed eaves and bracketed and pedimented window hoods. To add to the house’s eclectic
quality, a 1905 mansard-roofed addition was added to the north and a broad columned porch was
added to the front.

Another late-nineteenth-century house at 208 South Muhlenberg is a L-shaped building with a
projecting front ell topped by a gable displaying decorative sawnwork. It also features Italianate
details such as bracketed eaves and segmental-arched windows. A small second-story porch
capped by a tall pyramidal roof is an unusual feature.

The Walton House at 118 North Muhlenberg is an early example of the Queen Anne style. Built
in 1885 for Morgan L. Walton, a prominent lawyer and Virginia state senator from 1891 to
1895, the large brick house has projecting bays, a corner octagonal tower with a tall pointed
roof, segmental-arched 2/2 sash windows, massive interior chimneys with corbeled brickwork,
and a wraparound porch with fluted Ionic columns on stone parapets. In 1937 the house was
converted into a private hospital, and since 1951 it has served as a nursing home.

The 1880s saw the construction of three new churches in Woodstock. Emmanuel Episcopal
Church at 114 East Court Street is a brick Gothic Revival-style building that was erected in
1882. It has an asymmetrical square entrance and bell tower topped with a spire, pointed-arched
stained-glass windows, and corbeled brickwork in the front-facing gable.

Emmanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church (photo 14) on East High Street is another example of
the Gothic Revival style. Built in 1884, the brick building has a central front entrance and bell
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tower with an open belfry featuring three pointed-arched openings on each side and topped by
a pressed-metal pyramidal roof surmounted by a cross. It also has brick buttresses and corbeled
brickwork.

St. John Bosco Catholic Church is the most modest of the three churches. Constructed in 1888
at the corner of North Main and West Foundry Streets, it is a simple, rectangular, nave-plan,
frame and weatherboard church with a projecting gabled vestibule and round-arched side
windows with corresponding arched hoods. The gable roofs of the main block and vestibule are
topped by wooden crosses flanked by decorative sawnwork that appear to be original--rare
surviving elements if such is the case.

An Italianate-style house facing Main Street at the southern end of town was built in the 1880s
for U. S. Senator Harrison Holt Riddleberger (1843-1890). It is a square brick building with
a bracketed cornice, unusually narrow paired 4/6 sash windows, and an entrance with sidelights
and transom sheltered by a bracketed hood. The building’s mansard roof with segmental-arched
dormers was added in 1899 when the building became part of Massanutten Military Academy.
It is now known as Riddleberger Hall (photo 17) and houses the academy’s alumni association
office. As the military academy grew, new buildings designed in the Collegiate Gothic style
were added to the campus including Lantz Hall in 1907 (listed in the National Register in 1992)
and Harrison Hall in 1923.

The Queen Anne style is represented by several dwellings in Woodstock that were built during
the 1890s and early 1900s. Typically they are frame and weatherboard structures with irregular
massing and projecting gables, bay windows, wraparound porches, and varying amounts of
decorative sawnwork.

The most richly textured example of the Queen Anne style is the Bushong House (photo 18) at
505 South Main Street. It has decoratively-sawn wooden shingles covering its second story and
decorative pressed metal shingles covering its roof. Another example with its eaves displaying

- finely-executed sawnwork is the Rose Walton House at 125 North Muhlenberg Street. Its
wraparound porch with spindle frieze and turned posts is also well preserved.

Large Queen Anne-style houses with irregular massing, but with less exterior ornamentation,
include the Ford House at 139 North Muhlenberg Street, the Paxton House (photo 19) at 455
North Main Street, the Sheetz House with its symmetrical two-story bay windows topped by
gables at 548 Massanutten Heights, the Murdock House at 536 Massanutten Heights, and two
houses with corner octagonal towers--the Dellinger House at 407 West Court Street and the
Wright-Dellinger House at 407 West Locust Street.

Two more churches were built in Woodstock at the turn of the century. In 1895 the Italianate-
style St. Paul’s Reformed Church (built in 1869) was heavily remodeled in the Romanesque
Revival style. Located at the northeast corner of South Church and East Spring Streets, the
original rectangular, nave-plan, brick building received a front gabled pavilion with a large
round-arched stained-glass window and a tall corner bell tower with & pyramidal spire, corbeled
brickwork, and an open belfry with paired round-arched bays on each side. In 1905 the
cornerstone was laid for the new Woodstock Methodist Church at South Muhlenberg and West
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High Streets. It is also a Romanesque Revival-style brick church with a corner bell tower,
round-arched stained-glass windows, buttresses, and castellated parapets.

The 1899 Sanborn Map Company insurance map of the town of Woodstock shows mostly
commercial buildings in the southern half of the 100 block of North Main Street, the northern
half of the 100 block of South Main Street, and the 100 block of West Court Street. The
Shenandoah Bank and Trust (currently a county office building), a large brick Romanesque
Revival-style building, is indicated on West Court Street behind the Courthouse. Three hotels--
the Shenandoah House, Geary's Hotel, and the Shockey Hotel--are noted on Main Street as is
the brick Schmitt Building (photo 15), a combination drugstore/residence at 123 North Main that
was built in 1885 and is a well-preserved example of the Second Empire style.

Additional business establishments indicated on the 1899 map include a broom factory, tin shop,
furniture store, bicycle shop, confectionery, bakery, photography studio, watchmaker,
barbershop, tailor shop, drugstore, millinery, meat shop, mercantile, shoe store, print shop, and
several offices. Irwin’s Opera House is also noted at the corner of North Main and East Court
Streets.

In 1900 a fire destroyed three attached frame stores and Geary’s Hotel on the east side of the
100 block of South Main Street. The fire left only the brick walls of Emmanuel Episcopal
Church still standing. The three stores and the Geary Hotel were rebuilt in brick soon thereafter
as is indicated on the 1904 Sanborn map of the area.

The commercial brick building (photo 15) at 117-119 North Main Street is a rectangular gable-
roofed structure that appears to date from the early to mid-nineteenth century. It originaily may
have been built as a dwelling; however, its storefronts seem to date from the turn of the century.
The 1899 Sanborn map shows the building housed a bank and general store at that time.

Two other turn-of-the-century commercial buildings of note are the three-story, shed-roofed,
brick building at 118 South Main Street and the two-story, shed-roofed, frame and weatherboard
store at 140-142 West Court Street (photo 21). The building at 118 South Main has stone corner
quoins, segmental-arched windows, and a pressed-metal cornice. The third floor was used as
a lodge hall for the local Oddfellows chapter. Probably the best preserved commercial building
of the period, 140-142 West Court Street has large original storefront windows, a recessed
entrance, and second-story 2/2 sash windows. The 1899 Sanborn map indicates a photography
studio operated in the building at that time.

Woodstock’s former municipal building is located at 137 West Court Street. Now the
Woodstock Museum, it is a two-story, shed-roofed, brick building that was built around 1910
and has a pressed-metal cornice, original storefront windows, and second-story segmental-arched
windows.

Probably the town’s oldest surviving industrial building is the woodworking and planing shop
of the Joseph Fravel Furniture and Sash, Door and Blind Factory. Located on the north side
of East Court Street, the factory, a small 1 1/2-story dwelling (manager’s house?), and the
Fravel family residence are indicated on the 1899 Sanborn map of the town. The factory is a





















































































































