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1. Name of Property

historic name Konnarock Training School (preferred)

other names/site number Konnarock Lutheran Girls School; DHR site no. 86-0027

2. Location

street & number VA Route 603 at intersection of VA Route 600 not for publication
city or town Konnarock X vicinity
state VA code VA county Smyth code 173 zip code 24378

As the designated authonty under the National Histonc Preservation Act of 1986, as amended. | hereby certify that this £, nomination __ request for
determination of eligibitity meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and

professional requirements set forth 1n 36 CFR Part 80 In my opinion. the property X_meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend

that this property be considered significant __ nationalty _X _ statewide ___ locally. ( __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Signature of cert.ying officialiTitle Date
nit>d States Department ot lagriculture

State or Federai « gency and bureau

in My gpimion. the property _ -+ A meels ____ Joes not meet the Nationai Register criteria ¢ See continuation sheet for aadtional comments )
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nature of commenting of omngt brl'lt,'al Ml Date
Virginii Department of Hisvoric Resaurres
State or Federal agency and oureau

4, National Park Service Certification

| herepy certify that this propenrty 1s Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

____=nlered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.

_____ d1stermined eligible for the National Register
__ See continuation sheet

____Jetermined not eligibte for the Nationai Register

‘emoved from the National Register

other {explain).
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County and State

Name of Property

5. Classificati
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
{Check as many DOXES as apply) {Check anly one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
____private _X buiiding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
____ public-local ____ district 2 1 buildings
___public-State ___ site 3 sites
_X public-Federal ____ structure 1 structures

____Object objects

5 2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a muttiple property listing.) listed in the National Register
Q

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categones frarm nstructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Category Subcategory Category Subcategory
EDUCATION school VACANT/NOT IN USE
EDUCATION education-related housing DOMESTIC single dwelling
RELIGION religious facility DOMESTIC secondary structure
HEALTH CARE clinic
DOMESTIC secondary structure

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE animal facility
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE storage
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE agricuitural outbuiiding

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
Enter categanes from instructions: {Enter categories from instructions)
Late 19th and 20th Century American Movements foundation CONCRETE
Other: Rustic walls CHESTNUT BARK SHINGLE
Bungatow/Craftsman WOOQD
roof ASPHALT
other BRICK

STONE (RIVER ROCK)

Narrative Description
(Describe the histonc and current conditron of the property on one of more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

Applicable National Register Criteria
‘Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the critena qualifying

the property for National Register listing.)

_X_ A Propenty is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad pattems of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_X__C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of
a type, pericd, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic vailues, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yieided, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Areas of Significance

1Enter categones from instructions)
EDUCATION
ARCHITECTURE

Significant Person
iCompilete f Criterion B :s marked above)

Architect/Builder
MESSERSCHMIDT, HENRY CARL
SMITH,R.E. L.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Explain the significance of the property on one of mare continualion sheets 3

9. Maior Bibii hical R

Bibliography

: - Virgini

County and State

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X~ in all the boxes that appty.)

Properny is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthpiace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, obiect, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past fifty years.

L

OTMTMoOOm

Period of Significance
1925-1947

Significant Dates
1925
1936

Cultural Affiliation

‘Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on ane or mere contiNuation sheets. )

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
____ prekminary determination of indwidual hsting
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
—._ previcusly listed in the National Register
___ previously getermined eligible by the Nationai
Register
__. desgnated a Mational Histone Landmark
__ recorded by Historic American Buiidings Survey
#
___ recerded by Historic Amefican Engineering Record
#

Primary location of additional data:
X _State Historic Preservation Office
___ Other State agency
___ Fegerail agency
___ Local government
___ University
. Other
Name of repository:
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Name of Property County and State

10, Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 18 acres
UTM References

1Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheen

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 17 445230 4058430 3 17 445610 4058160
2 17 445390 4058580 4 17 445280 4058160

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the baundaries of the propesty on a continvation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries wene selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  J. Daniel Pezzoni and Leslie A. Giles, Architectural Historians

organization J. Daniel Pezzoni, Preservation Consultant date 30 September 1996
street & number PO Box 7825 telephone  {540) 366-0787
city or town Roanoke state VA zZip code 24019-0825

Additional D .

Submit the fotlowing tems with the completed form
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
Check with the SHPO or FPQ for any additional items)

Property Qwner

Compiete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO

name U.S.D.A. Forest Service (George Washington and Jefferson National Forests)
street & number 5162 Valleypointe Parkway telephone  (540) 265-5211
city or town Roanoke state VA zip code 24019-3050

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information s being collected for apphications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominale properties for
usting or deterrmine eligibiity for isting. to list propemies. and to amend existing listings. Response to this request 1s required to obtain a benefit in accordance
with the Nahionai Historic Preservation Act. as amended (16 U S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Pubhc reponing burden for this form s esumated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
nstructions. gathering and maintaining data. and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estmate or any aspect of this form
to the Chief. Administrative Services Division. Nationai Park Service. P.0. Box 37127. Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget.
Faperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018). Washington. DC 20503
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Summary

Located adjacent to the intersection of VA routes 600 and 603 in rural Smyth County, Virginia, the
Konnarock Training School falis within the boundaries of the Mount Rogers National Recreation
Area, on lands owned and managed by the USDA Forest Service. The nominated parcel is
dominated by the 1925 two-and-one-haif-story, chestnut bark-shingled Main Building, which has an
attached rear chapel. The parcel includes additional resources associated with the operation of the
school, including a Craftsman-style chestnut bark-shingled bungalow (1936) originally used as the
school's Health Center, a collapsed two-car garage, an arbor and a farm conmiplex. A modern,
board-and-batten-clad storage shed and a concrete block retaining wall are aiso situated on the
property. The grounds immediately adjacent to the two surviving historic build ngs feature some
open lawn areas, with boundaries and architectural features defined by specimer trees and shrubs
that appear to have been planted as part of a historic period landscaping scheme. The parcel's
picturesque landscape is further enhanced by the presence of a small mountain spring-fed stream
that flows along the property's northeast boundary en route to Big Laurel Creek, and by the
impressive backdrop of White Top Mountain and Mount Rogers, Virginia's highest peaks.

Inventory
1. Main Building. 1925. Contributing building.

This classroom and dormitory building, the property's pnmary historic resource, is a
two-and-one-half-story, fourteen-bay, hip-roofed, Rustic-style building of chestnut
bark-shingled, wood frame construction. The main section of the building stands on a raised
basement foundation of unreinforced poured concrete, finished with cement stucco. The
hipped roof, with stightly flared edges supported by exposed outrigger-type rafters, is sheathed
in green asphalt shingles. Brick and concrete chimneys with cast concrete caps extend above
the roof, the latter with three front- and three rear-facing hipped dormers clad in horizontai
weatherboards. The centered front entry, featuring a singie-leaf Craftsman quartersawn oak
door with beveled divided lights, is sheltered by a one-story, three-bay, hipped porch with
shingled pillars and balustrade panels and cast concrete steps. The rear service entry,
sheltered by an attached porch/pantry at the southeast corner of the building, is similarly
detailed. A full-height basement-leve! entry, accessed by an exterior stairwell excavated below
grade, is situated immediately below the service entry. A grade-level doar is located along the
building's west side elevation, and emergency exits are provided at garret level in the
easternmost rear dormer and at the second floor level in locations where they have easy
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access to the roof of the one-story shed-roofed rear porch. Windows in the main section of
the building are predominantly one-over-one double-hung sash with simple painted wood
casings composed of unmolded boards surrounded by projecting trim; many window openings
retain original detachable screen paneis and hardware. The gable-roofed, one-story rear
chapel, linked to the building by a short hyphen, features the same structural materials and
exterior finishes as the main section, though its foundation encloses only a crawispace. The
chapel is accessed from the exterior by two doors that open into the vestibule/hyphen, and by
a third door that opens directly into the chapel along the east elevation. Five bays deep, its
east and west elevations and south gable end incorporate four-over-four double-hung sash
that were instalied in the 1950s or 1960s.

Beyond the front doar of the main building is a central hail that, with the principal staircase,
organizes circulation through a plan that features a chapel, large and small classrooms, a
kitchen, a communal dining room and office spaces on the first floor; dormitory-type rooms
and bathrooms on the second floor; and workrooms and storage areas in the attic level. A fuil
basement provides storage and mechanical spaces. The chapel, as entered through the rear
vestibuie, is on axis with the central hall. The chapel is divided into two spaces--a large open
sanctuary, and a smailer elevated stage/chancel partially screened by a lancet-arched
proscenium. Important spaces of the main building, in addition to the chapel, are primarily
located on the ground floor. They include the centrat hall, which features a Craftsman-style
brick fireplace with a cast concrete manteishelf and an open staircase with square newels.
balusters, and an intermediate landing; the dining room, which features a built-in china
cabinet. a simple unmolded chair rail and door and window casings; and the kitchen, with a
pantry and clearly defined work areas for cooking, preparation, and cleanup. Large
classrooms with chatkboards and storage cabinets, together with smaller unadorned
classrooms and offices. are situated along both sides of a corridor that extends west from the
central hall and terminates at the grade-level west exit. The main building's second floor
features a full-length, double-loaded corridor with small dormitory rooms opening off of it; a full
bathroom terminates each end of the corridor. The garret level includes one large finished
room lit by dormer windows; a bathroom with originat fixtures including a clawfoot cast iron tub:
storage closets: and an unfinished storage room partitioned off from the rest of the area.
Original interior finishes throughout the building include piaster-on-wood-lath walls and
ceilings. narrow hardwood tongue-and-groove strip flooring, and tall baseboards with cyma
reversa base moldings and quarter-round base shoes. These finishes are somewhat
obscured in most rooms on the first and second floors due to the instaitation of modern
panelings and suspended ceilings, and plaster has been damaged in the past by invasive
moisture in limited sections of the garret level, but otherwise the building's historic finishes
remain intact. Many of the original five-panel wood interior doors, along with brass door and
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window hardware, also survive inside the building. The main staircase also retains, on the
landings of all three levels, remnants of the building’s original fire-fighting system--fabric
firehoses attached to high-pressure water faucets, Some original dormitory furnishings,
including steel bedframes and piain handcrafted locker-like ciosets, aiso remain inside the

building.
2. Health Center. 1936. Contributing building.

This one-story building, a Rustic-influenced Craftsman bungalow, was originally constructed
as the Konnarock Training School's Heaith Center. Presently serving as a single-family
dwelling, it is built of wood frame and clad in chestnut bark shingies like those used on the
Main Building. An interior brick chimney extends above the low-pitched, side-gabled roof,
which is sheathed in green asphalt shingles. The Craftsman character of the bungalow is
especially evident in such details as triangular braces in the gable ends and decorative
exposed rafter ends. A six-panel, single-leaf door serves as the primary entry to the buiiding.
The north-facing gable end features another chimney, this one an exterior stack of uncoursed
rubble stone. A partial basement of poured concrete walls and rubble stonework forms the
foundation of the building and supports its three-bay front porch. The hip-roofed front porch
originally featured chestnut bark-shingled pillars and balustrade paneis rather than the extant
tapered square columns; a similar shed-roofed porch extended across the rear elevation.
Alterations. likely dating from the late 1950s or early 1960s. include casement windows
(replacements of the originai paired three-over-one sash) and a rear shed addition. clad in
board-and-batten sheathing, that contains the building's bathroom and kitchen facilities. The
interior plan of the building includes three bedrooms, a living room, kitchen and bathroom.
which may reflect in part the original pian of the building.

3. Storage building. ca. 1970. Non-contributing building.

This smail side-gabled storage building of frame construction with ptywood board-and-batten
sheathing features a single-leaf entry door, possibly reused from elsewhere on the property,

and exposed rafter ends.
4, Garage (ruins). 1925. Contributing site.
Originally a two-car garage, with a poured concrete foundation that extended partially into the

hillside. an asphalt-shingled hipped roof, and chestnut bark-shingled walis. Roof collapsed ca.
1990. Included space for fong-term storage of vegetables and other produce.
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5. Retaining wail. ca. 1970. Non-contributing structure.

Low wall of concrete biock construction, extending alongside garage ruins and possibly
intended to create elevated piant beds.

6. Arbor (ruins}). ca. 1940. Contributing site.
Partiaily collapsed arbor of wood posts and beams (saplings), used to support grape vines.

7. Farm Complex (ruins). 1925. Contributing site.

Complex includes ruins {foundations, partial walls, remnant materials) of. bank-type dairy
barn, originally two levels high, with gambrel roof and weatherboarded frame construction, on
a rectangular poured concrete foundation; a banded-stave silo on a circular poured concrete
foundation; and features associated with several other agricultural buildings and structure.

Integrity Statement

The principal resources on the nominated parcel include two fairly well preserved buildings and three
sites of ruinous buildings or structures that date from the historic pericd of use, 1925-1947. Two
non-historic resources. a small storage building built about ca. 1970 and a contemporary concrete
block retaining wall. are also located on the property. Overall, the nominated parcel has a high level
of historic integrity. as it retans the qualities of location, design, setting, materiais, workmanship and
feeling. Oniy the quatity of association has been compromised. as the property no longer serves as a
school. At a closer scale. the two principal buildings have undergone alterations that minimally
reduce their individual integnty. In the Main Building, modern panelings and suspended ceilings
obscure some original, though intact. wall and ceiling surfaces; the chapel's integrity of design.
workmanship, materials and feeling is reduced due to the removal of its stained and leaded
Gothic-arched windows and 1ts furnishings and as a result of severe moisture damage to the floor
structure particularly. The Health Center also has lost a degree of exterior design integrity, with the
alteration of its windows from three-over-one double-hung sash to modern casements, and the
replacement of its original bark-shingled porch supports with compatible Craftsman-type tapered
wood columns. Fortunately. mast changes to the Health Center have been undertaken so as to be
compatible with the original design intent.
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Summary

The Konnarock Training School (KTS), located near the village of Konnarock in Southwest Virginia's
Smyth County, is an Appalachian mission school complex of considerable historical and architectural
interest. The school was established in 1924 by the Woman's Missionary Society of the United
Lutheran Church in America with church and phitanthropic support, and it served both as a private
boarding school and a public day school with a special focus on the educational, spiritual, and sociat
development of girls from underprivileged mountain families. The complex consists of a 1825
Rustic-style main building--a combination classroom/dormitory building with distin:;tive chestnut-bark
siding and an attached chapel--a 1936 Health Center in the form of a Craftsman bungalow, and
associated outbuilding ruins.

Justification of Criteria

The Konnarock Training School is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under criteria A
and C. Under Criterion A, the property is eligible for educational significance as an
early-twe:ntieth-century mission school, and as a reflection of the educational component of the
Lutherar Church's mission to the southern Appalachians. (The KTS played a religious and socia_ﬂ rol_e
in its community, but it did so primarily through its educationat activities. hence only education is
listed as a Criterion A area of significance.) Under Criterion C, the property is eligible for architectural
significance as a notable exampie of Rustic-style design, and for the inspired and unusual use of
chestnut-bark siding as a way to make the building harmonize with its mountain surroundings. The
pertod of significance for the property extends from 1925, the date of construction of the main
building, to 1947, spanning the early years of the school's operation. The Konnarock Training School
is eligible at the state level of significance.

Acknowiedgments

A number of individuais and organizations assisted in the preparation of this report. Michael B.
Barber. Forest Archaeologist for the George Washington and Jefferson National Forests, based in
Roanoke, Virginia, served as the contact for the sponsor, the National Forest Service, and provided
guidance throughout the project. Keith Brown, Assistant to the Bishop of the Virginia Synod of the
United Lutheran Church in America. based at Roanoke College, Salem. Virginia, made available the
Synad's extensive collections relating to the KTS. Hazel Pennington of Troutdaie, Virginia, a former
student at KTS and later house-mother at the associated Iron Mountain Schoot; John W. Gable of
Dickson. lllinois, former pastor at St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Konnarock; and Martin Hassinger
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of Bristol, Virginia, son of the school's first treasurer and head of its building committee, provided
first-hand accounts of life at the school. At the Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Elizabeth
H. Lipford, National Register coordinator, and architectural historians David Edwards, Marc Wagner,
and John Wells provided guidance and information. Reed Ingle of Shenandoah National Park
shared information on the history and recent preservation efforts of early Rustic buildings at Skyland,
located in the park along Skyline Drive.

Historical Background

The Lutheran Church has deep roots in Southwest Virginia. German settlers with Lutheran leanings
first appeared in the region during the mid-eighteenth century, and their descendants established
cangregations in the region's towns and countryside. In the early 1920s, the Lutheran churph in
Marion, the county seat of Smyth County, began to extend its work into surrounding mountainous
areas. The church supported the missionary activity of a young lay preacher named Kenneth G.
Killinger, who in 1921 established a Lutheran congregation at Furnace Hill. Through Kiilinger's
energetic proselytism, mountain missions were established throughout Smyth County and adjpin_in_g
areas during the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s. J. J. Scherer, Jr., one-time president of the Virginia
Synod, reported in 1926;

"Mr. Killinger covers a wide region of mountain territory and he is carrying the message and
the spint of the gospel into a large number of homes whose only religious advantages,
previous to the beginning of this work, consisted of occasional revivai meetings conducted by
itinerant preachers of nondescript qualifications and character.”

Dr. John Jacob Scherer, Jr. had more than a passing interest in the missionary work of the Lutheran
Church in Smyth County. "Jay" Scherer had served as pastor of Marion's Lutheran church before
moving on to the First English Evangelical Lutheran Church in Richmond, Virginia, presidency of the
state synod, and a place on the Inner Missions Board of the national church. He was joined in his
interest by his daughter. Laura Scherer Copenhaver of Marion, Virginia, who presented an address
entitled "Mountain Folk in the South” to the 1922 meeting of the Women's Missionary Society (WMS)
of the United Lutheran Church. The WMS had formed in 1918 to promote missionary work at home
and abroad. and as a result of Copenhaver's address it enthusiastically adopted Smyth County as
the venue for a "special project."2

1 Eisenberg. Lutheran Church in Virginia, 402-03.

2 lid., 274, 283. Gable, "Konnarock Girls School."
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The WMS appointed a committee of three, including Katherine F. Morehead of the city of Salem in
Southwest Virginia, to "investigate possibilities of organized work in the southern mountains."> The
following spring, the society retained Mary Phlegar Smith to supervise the work, and in May 1924 a
committee composed of Smith, Morehead (representing the Woman's Missionary Society), the Rev.
Scherer (representing the Inner Missions Board), and the Rev. J. H. Richard (representing the
Virginia Synod) was authorized to draft a prospectus for a mission school to be established near the
lumbering community of Konnarock in the southwestern comer of Smyth County."'

An undated typescnpt document survives in Virginia Synod records that may be this prospectus.
Entitled "Suggestions as to a General Policy for the Proposed Mountain Mission,” the document
defined the purpose of the school as:

"Primarily to train the mountain children into true Christian womanhood and manhood; hence
their spiritual care should be pre-eminent. The whole policy should be to train them to take an
active and useful part in the lifting of the mountain section and the mountain people to a higher
plane of living. rather than to educate them away to other fields of activity. In addition to their
religious and academic education, there should be such small vocational training as would
equip them to tead their community in a proper economic development.”

Implicit in the woraing of the document. and in most subsequent writing on the school. was the
assumption that mountain peopie would benefit from contact with the "outside” world, and that
intervention was required to bring mountain culture in line with national standards. The Lutheran
Church of the 1920s was not alone in taking this approach. The peoples of the southern
Appalachians had long been the subject of cultural betterment campaigns supported by religious
groups and the private sector. leading_in later years to the vast public initiatives of the Tennessee
Valley Authority and the Great Society.6

3"Deveiopment of KTS 7 1936 typescript report. Virginia Synod records.
4 Ibid
5 Virginia Synod reccras,

& Historians may debate the pros and cons of this intervention; the men and women who attended the Konnarqck
Training School consider the expernience to have been beneficial to their tives and community (Gable, “Konnarock Giris
School").
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The Konnarock area was chosen for the school primarily because a free site was offered to the
church. L. C. Hassinger, a Pennsylvania native who moved his lumber operation to Konnarock in
1906, donated 236 acres for the establishment of a "training school_or orphanage or similar institution
or work aimed to heilp the children of the Appalachian section."’ Hassinger's involvement in the
project was motivated in part by his concern for local families who would be deprived of employment
when the forest resources of the section were depleted. The Hassinger property had earlier belonged
to the Douglas Land Company, a New York-based lumber and mining concern that controlied tens of
thousands of acres in the Smyth County highlands. The Douglas family members who controlied the
company (and who included close relatives of Eleanor Rooseveit) had first-hand familiarity with their
Virginia properties and with the people who lived and worked in the mountains, and over time they
became involved in promoting the welfare of the area's inhabitants. The Doxslglas interests
contributed a thousand dollars to the establishment of the Konnarock Training School.

In 1923, Mary Phlegar Smith had focused her efforts on the Furnace Hill area of Smyth County,
where Kenneth Killinger operated, but once the Konnarock area rose to the fore, she shifted her work
there. In November 1924, Smith moved to Konnarock, and on December 1 the Konnarock Training
School opened. The first school building was a rented dwelling known as the "Farm House." The
onginal staff consisted of Smith. who served as the school's single teacher and also as its
house-mother and farm superintendent; Madie Reitzel, the nurse; and "Mamma Belle" Martin, the
cook. Six girl boarding students and eight day students formed the first student body. From the
beginning, the Smyth County school system assisted the project. The wife of the county schools
superintendent, a Mrs. Copenhaver (presumably Laura Scherer Copenhaver), was credited in one
period account as having "first dreamed the dream" of beginning the KTS.

The temporary schoolhouse was tnadequate to accommodate the program envisioned for the KTS.
The undated prospectus for the school, mentioned above. had set forth requirements for a
permanent school building: "The first building should contain about twenty bed rooms, a dining room.
library and study room. chapel. kitchen, sewing room, four class rooms, laundry, gymnasium and

7 Martin Hassinger ison ¢f L C. Hassinger), telephone interview. September 26, 1996; Barfield, "Historcal
Documentation,” 2.

8 Goodnidge, Smyth County. 380-90

® Gable, "Konnarock Girls School™ "Deveiopment of KTS," Virginia Synod records; and Marion Democrat, December
29,1925
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infirmary.” 3y Aprii 1925, Jay Scherer had contacted Richmond architect Carl Messerschmidt to
prepare schematic designs for the school. Messerschmidt appears to have submitted two proposais:
a single two-story building that combined dormitory, administration, schogl, and chapel facilities, and
a campus of three one-story buildings containing the same functions. % On June 1, the Mountain
School Board (as the KTS's over-sight board was by then known) approved Messerschmidt's
one-building scheme.

Planning and construction work began aimost immediately. A building committee of three formed,
headed by Mountain School Board member L. C. Hassinger, whose experience in the ljumber and
general merchandise trades made him the logical choice. A work force under the direction of
Abingdon, Virginia masonry contractor R. E. L. Smith arfived on August 6. A week later,
steam-shovel excavation for the foundations of the main building and an adjoinin3 garage and barn
neared completion. (The garage included a vegetable storage room; other outbuildings built during
this period included poultry houses and a pig pen.) Hemiock, pine, and chestnut | imber supplied by
the Diebold-Hassinger Corporation and the Hassinger Lumber Company went into the framing, which
had been completed up to the floor level of the second story by the beginning of September.
Chestnut bark siding--the building's most distinctive architectural feature--went on in mid-October,
and the building was ready for occupancy on December 14, 1925.

Finish work on the chapel continued into the following year. Scherer worked with Messerschmidt on
the design of the altar, choir. and the window at the back of the chancel. while Hassinger
corresponded with the George Handy Payne Studios of Paterson. N.J.--"Specialists in Opalescent
and Antique Windows"--on the fabrication of the chapel windows. These windows were:

"made from a special giass carefully selected. shaded and blended to produce the desired
effects without the aid of any stains or paints, except in securing the flesh portions. These
portions artistically painted and permanently fixed by firing."

104 J Scherer. Jr.toL. C. Hassinger. April 17. 1925, Letter in the Virginia Synod records.
H "Development of KTS." Virginia Synod records.

"2 Letter books. Virginia Synod records; Barfield. "Historical Documentation.” 4-6. Other contractors involved in the
cuilding's construction included plumber Fred Hayes and the electrical firm of Gemmel Brothers, both based in Bristol,
Virginia (Marion Democrat, December 28, 1925).
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The "flesh portions” appeared in the figured window designed for the back of the chancel, entitled
"Christ Blessing the Chiidren."13

The new school building allowed the KTS to expand its programs during the latter 1920s. From the
fourteen boys and girls who made up the 1924-25 student body, the number rose to seventy-sm n
1926-27 and to ninety-nine in 1928-29. 45 1930, the thirty-five girl boarding students ranged in age
from ten to twenty and came to the school from the rqguntamous sections of North Carolina, West
Virginia, Tennessee, and Kentucky, as well as Virginia. '~ Initially, boys as well as girls were admitted
as boarding students, but boys were no longer accepted for boarding beginning with the 1926-27
school year. This shift may have reflected the anticipated 1931 opening of the Iron Mountain
Lutheran School for Boys, also located in the Konnarock vncmlg which was intended to provide
“training for boys comparabie to that being received by the giris.”'° Boys still represented a moiety of
the day students after 1926.

The facully expanded during the 1920s as weil. In 1930, the staff of six teachers included a principal
(then Catherine Cox Umbarger); three reguilar instructors who taught music and physical education
after school hours: a nurse in charge of health classes. home nursing and hygiene; and a home
economics instructor. 17 The influence of these facuity members is reflected in an interesting survey
published in 1930 that reported the occupational preferences of the girl students. Nearly a third listed
teaching as their first preference. while slightly fewer Jisted nursing. Other occupations included
missionary work and stenography. and one girl gave her ambition as "marrying a preacher.”

Brochures, reports, letter books, school year books. and other materials in the collections of the

Virginia Synod iliuminate daily life at KTS. The school day began with morning devotions, a program
of religious songs and stories held in the chapel. High-school-aged boarding students then set out for

3 1o

4 Hatcher Mountain School. 7-8,

"5 "Konnarock Training Schoal In the Mountains of Virginia.™
16 Eisenberg. 400-01

7 "Konnarock Training Schoat In the Mountains of Virginia.”

18 Hatcher 67



























