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8. Statement of Significance 
Cert~fying official has considered the significance of thls property in relation to other propsrties; 

. - nationally statewide , locally - + - .  - . . 

Applicable National Register Criteria A B c D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A 8 c D E F (3 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Signlfeance Significant Dates 
1876 - c. 591 1S76 

ARCHI- 1901 
. . 

Cultural Affiliation 
N /A  

Significant Person ArchitectlBuilder 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, crlteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted z&oW. 

The Marion Male Academy is eligible for the National Register under criteria A and C. 
It is  eligsble under c r i t e r i o n  A as a rare example of an academy to survive fmm any 
perid in Southwest Virginia, and as an unusually well-preserved educational structure 
representing education i n  Smyth County during the la te  nineteenth century. It is 
eligible under criterion C as a rare and unusually substantial academy building frm 
the perid, ca re fu l ly  adapted as a dwelling af ter  a public high school was built, and 
illustrating the way in which such changes were made in the ear ly  twentieth century. 
The unusual kingpost rmf was used only in sizable i n s t i t u t i o n a l  buildings Wing this 
perid as a rule, and very rarely in m s t i c  structures. 

The town, of M i o n  undoubtdly relied upon ministers and privately-hired teachers t~ 
supplement what elementary education was received by their children in the mid-nineteenth 
centmy. At least one academy provided secondary education kfore 1870, when the R e v .  
J.J. Schere establish& a ooeducatioml high s c h l .  A f t e r  two  y a r s  he assur,kd the 
presidency of a ned sc-ha1 for women a t  W i o n  o-watzd by thc Lucheran Chu-c!, kn0t.m 
as Marion F m l e  College, C i t i z e n s  of the town, 12ft w i t h u t  a schml for b y s ,  
pessuaded D.C. Miller, who had £om- an acadeizy in nEarby Chilhowie, to a r e  to 
Marion and operate a rmle high schwl. Miller had mm to bhyth &mty as a re f igs  
from a Union sympathizing area of East Tennessee. Mill- alternated his educational 
pursuits w i t h  a caner as a lawyer, oounty judge, ad local booster. l F-I~ 
academies had &TI the principal means 05 secondary. eduation for b t h  sexes in Western 
Virginia. By 1869, when the Und- Constitution mandated free public schmls and 
county schml sup?rintendents were appointed, p d l i c  schools wan to ap-, but 
academies continued to supply secondaq duca t ion  for several decades in m y  areas. 

D.C. Miller had been appointed schml superintendent for Smyth County, and he was 
involved in the development of public education in the county during the e n t i r e  late 
nineteenth century. The f i r s t  session of the academy opened in September 1873 and the 
school, w i t h  a list of seven loca l ly  p r d n e n t  Ten as trustecxj, w2s incorporated in 1874. 
The stated 05jective of the founders was to ''alford trainkc *at muld prepare for 
entrance to miversities and m4.Iege.s and also f i t  for O s e e  contimation sheet 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[7 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 

Odesignated a Natlonal Historic Landmark n recorded by Historic Amerlcan Buildings 
Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Eng~neering 
Record It 

Primary location of additional data: 
State historlc preservation office 

3 0 t h e r  State agency a Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Specify repository: 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources 

10. Geoara~hieal Data 
Acreage of property 1 -72 

UTM References 
A 1 1 1 7 )  )413131016L01 1 4 1 0 1 7 1 6 1 0 1 7 , 0 1  

Zone Easting Northing 
u u 

Zone Easting Northing 

See continuation sheet 

Verba! Boundary Description 

Beginning at p i n t  A on the north side of College Street directly opposite and north 
of the intersection of the =st side of Academy St ree t  and College Skeet, thence n o d w e s t  
375 feet north to p i n t  B, thence northeast 192 feet to point C, thence southeast 446 
feet to p i n t  D on the northwest side of College Skeet, thence southwest 182 f e t  to 
the point of or ig in  w i t h  the northwest s ide  of Coll S l x w t ,  

conmuation sneer 

Boundav Justification 

!The boundaries were selected t o  conform to the oriqinal propercty l i n e s  as they  survive 
today, enclosing the house, lawn, and gardens. 

See mntinuation sheet 

1 3. Form Prepared By 
nametttthe Gibson Worsham. principal  
organ ~zatran Gibson Worsham, Architect date March 15, 1989 
street a number Yellow Sulphur S?3rinss, Route 2 telephone (701) 557 - 4730 
city or town Chris tiansbum state VA zip code _24073_ 














