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1. Name of Property 

historic name Marion Historic District: 
other namestsite number 119-0012 - 

- 
2. Location 
street & number Main, Cherry, Strother. Lee, North. College and College streets not for publication NIA 
city or town Marion vicinity NIA 
state Virginia c o d e L  county Smvth code 173 Zip 24354 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
- X_ nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth . . - 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property -X- meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property he considered significant - nationally - statewide -X- locally. ( - See 
continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Sienature of certifvine officiil Date - , - 
Vireinia De~ar tment  of Historic Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 
In my opinion, the property - meets d o e s  not meet the National Register criteria. (- See continuation sheet 
for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

. . .  - entered in the National Register - other (explain): 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the 

National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the National Register Signature of Keeper 
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7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE 1 9 ~ ~  AND 20TH CENTURY: Beaux Arts- 
LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne 
LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival 

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Bungalow/Craftsman 
20TH CENTURY: Art Deco 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation-BRICK; STONE; CONCRETE 
roof STONE: Slate; ASPHALT; METAL: Tin 
walls WOOD: Weatherboard; BRICK; STONE 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "xu in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

-X-A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
_x-c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information imporiant in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D a cemetery. 

- E a reconstructed building, object or structure, 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
- ARCHITECTURE 
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- POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
- COMMERCE 

- EDUCATION 

Period of Significance -1855-1949 

Significant Dates - - 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
NM 

Cultural Affiliation -N/A 

ArchitecWBuilder Frank P. Milburn, Eubank and Caldwell, Clarence B. Kearfoot, and Arthur C. Barlow 
i 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the propeq on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
Primary Location of Additional Data 
- X- State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 

nth- - 
Name of repository: -Library of Virginia, Richmond,. Virginia 

10. Geographical Data . . 

Acreage of Property 6 1 (qb~.) 
UTM Referenced (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Nonhmg 
1 17 453180 4075500 2 17 453040 4076190 
3 17 453810 4076680 4 17 453690 4076150 
- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the p r o m  on a continuation sheet.) 
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle: Gibson Worsham, ~ r i n c i ~ a l  

Organization: Gibson Worsham, Architect date March 1 ,  2000 

street & number: 3145 Yellow Sulphur Road telephone (540) 552-4730 

city or town Christiansburg state VA zip code 24073 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or IS minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

street & number telephone 

city or town state- zip code 

................................................................................. 

Pnpemork Reduction Acl Sutcmcnt: I'hls !nformation s bemg co~lcslrd for appl.cationr to lhc National Reglstrr o f  H ~ a o r ~ c  Places to nomlnate 
propcnler for llsl~ng or ds~rrmtnc ciiglbtlif) far llstlng, w l ~ s l  propcnss. ma to amcnd cx~ning listings. Re,ponnc to lhls rcqucn is rcqu~red to oblaln 
i benefit in accordance with the ~a6ona l~ is to r i c  & s e ~ a t i o n ~ c t .  as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 el sea.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this barden estimate 
or any aspect ofthis form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; 
and the Off ia o f  Management and Budget Papelwork Reductions Project (1024-001 8). Washington, DC 20503. 
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7. Summary Description and Integrity Statement: 

The town of Marion, Virginia, is an important commercial and governmental center along the 
Interstate 81 corridor in Smyth County in southwest Virginia. In 1995-1996, the town was 
partially inventoried as part of a limited reconnaissance-level survey of Smyth County's historic 
architectural properties. The survey documented 151 properties within the Marion Historic 
District, one of three districts identified as potentially eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places. In winter-spring 1998- 1999, the remaining properties within the proposed 
district were inventoried. The district comprises a significant portion of the surviving historic 
commercial and residential center of Marion. It includes the relatively intact commercial and 
institutional properties lining the principal blocks of Main Street and domestic structures in 
neighborhoods to the north and south. 

The town of Marion, established in 1832 as the county seat of Smyth County, includes a full 
range of late 19th and early 20th century residential, commercial and institutional structures that 
reflect its development as the political center, as well as an industrial and commercial center, of 
Smyth County. With the Middle Fork Holston River (paralleled by the Norfolk Southern 
Railway) sewing as a northern and western boundary, the town is laid out in a grid pattern along 
West and North Main streets (Route 1 I ) ,  which curve to follow the river. 

The town's form has been historically defined by the main road passing through the region on its 
way to the southwest and connecting area to the Valley of Virginia and markets further north and 
east. This thoroughfare, which bore a number of names through the years, including the 
Wilderness Road, the Great Road, the Southwestern Turnpike, and the Lee Highway, spanned 
Staley's Creek at this point near its mouth in the Middle Fork and formed Marion's Main Street. 
The principal commercial structures line Main Street, which runs approximately east to west and 
parallels the river and the railroad. The earliest residential areas were along Main Street as well. 
Later residential areas expanded to the north and south of the commercial area. 

The approximately 55-acre district contains 180 primary resources, including one contributing 
site, 50 non-contributing structures, and three previously listed properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places. Of the primary resources, 138 (76%) are contributing and 42 (24%) 
are noncontributing. 

25 secondary resources are also included in the district, including 8 noncontributing and 17 
contributing resources, 1 contributing structure, and 1 contributing and 2 noncontributing 
objects. Of these secondary resources, 17 (68%) are contributing and 8 (32%) are 
noncontributing. 
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Narrative Description 

Marion's historic settlement patterns have been influenced to a great extent by the area's 
environmental features. The town was established on the south bank of the Holston River west 
of the mouth of Staley's Creek in mountainous Southwest Virginia. The river later provided the 
geographical passage for the railroad through the region. The bluff along the northern edge of 
the town provided a natural boundary, while the bottomlands adjacent to the Holston River 
provided access to water power and space where industrial plants were situated. 

Antebellum Period (1 831 - 1860) 

Only two resources have been identified within the district boundaries that date from the 
antebellum era, before the late nineteenth-century period of rapid growth and rebuilding in 
Marion. The home of one of the town's principal leaders, lawyer James White Sheffey (1 8 13- 
1876), stood on the north side of Main Street toward the west end of town, within the boundaries 
of the district. Although Sheffey's house has been demolished, one of the outbuildings 
associated with it survives on Lee Street, where it was moved in the early twentieth century. The 
Sheffey Loom House (1 19-0012-0043), a small, square, frame, one-story, one-room building 
built about 1855, is thus probably the oldest and most architecturally significant small structures 
in the district. The building has an exterior chimney at the west end. It has been converted for 
use as a dwelling. The antebellum Odd Fellows Lodge (1 19-0012-0026), a conventional, two- 
story, frame structure on West Main Street, dates from ca. 1860. 

Civil War (1861-1865) 

No resources were identified in the district that were associated directly with or dated from the 
period of the Civil War. 

Reconstruction and Growth (1866-191 6) 

Industrial Growth 

Among the structures in the proposed district associated with the late nineteenth- and early 
twentieth-century growth of the town, little structural evidence remains inside or outside of 
Marion's nineteenth-century role as an industrial center. To the north, along the river and 
railroad tracks outside the district, only one warehouse building remains of the Look & Lincoln 
Wagon Factory of ca. 1880, which later evolved into the important furniture factory known as 
Virginia 
Tableworks. Commercial and residential growth extended on Main Street to each side of the 
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Summary Description (continued) 

courthouse and buildings built during this period included mostly frame buildings, such as hotels 
and stores, mixed with houses. 

Few buildings were identified from that date from before 1880, most notably a group of three 
residences. The simply detailed, brick, two-story, T-shaped William 0. Austin House (1 19-0012- 
001 5) of ca. 1870 at 307 West Main Street observes regional planning traditions. The John S. 
Copenhaver House (1 19-0012-0009) at 116 Cherry Street was built in about the same year, with 
detailing in the Carpenter Gothic-style and a well-known vernacular floor plan. It is one of the 
proposed historic district's earliest surviving dwellings. The center-passage-plan house has three 
steeply-pitched gables with finials and scrollsawn vergeboards each characteristic of the 
nationally popular style. The one-story, frame, two-room house (1 19-0012-01 11) at 240 West 
Main Street appears to have been built in the same period, with its unusual lobby entry. 

Steel Rail Industrialization and Urbanization 

No industrial resources from this period survive in the district. The commercial, governmental, 
and religious buildings along West Main Street form the nucleus of the town. These buildings, 
which include the Courtview Building (1 19-0012-01 18), the Marion County Courthouse of 1905 
(1 19-0001), and the Mt. Pleasant Methodist Church (1 19-0012-0026), extend from the 
intersections of West Main Street with North and South Main streets, are primarily of brick 
construction and designed in a variety of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century styles. The 
earlier frame buildings of the 1870s and 1880s were replaced by brick structures beginning in the 
1890s. Masonry construction was more substantial and fire-resistant and several of the city's 
frame structures had burned in previous years. Many of the commercial structures were built as 
double or triple buildings, either in one campaign or over a period of several years. Such 
buildings often were provided with two-story facades ornamented with strip pilasters, metal 
cornices, and plate glass first-floor storefronts. 

Among the earliest surviving brick commercial buildings is the three-story double commercial 
structure (1 19-0012-0121) at 112 East Main Street that dates from before 1891 .' The plain 
building features a bracketed wooden Italianate cornice, and the window openings are spaced to 
give the appearance of a central pavilion to the flush facade. The central bay is separated from 
the flanking openings by yellow brick quoins and contains the entrance to the upper floors. The 
two-story brick double Courtview Building (1 19-0012-01 18) at 108-1 12 West Main Street, was 
built in the mid-1 890s. A third unit was built to the west at a later date. The buildings have 
segmentally headed sash windows on the second floor and a pressed metal cornice. Both 
buildings have the parapet concealing a shed roof characteristic of the late nineteenth-century 
urban commercial building. 
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Summary Description (continued) 

Double buildings continued to be built well into the twentieth century, including the two-story 
brick structure (1 19-0012-0132) at 208 East Main Street. It features typical details, including a 
shallow corbeled brick cornice above a six-bay second-floor facade with six-over-one sash 
windows, a facade divided into two parts by brick strip pilasters, and an original storefront in the 
westem portion. 

Among commercial buildings, banks, in particular, were treated in a grand manner, emphasizing 
their probity and fiscal security. This national trend was manifested in Marion during the 
antebellum period, with the building of the three-story brick Bank of Marion, which once stood 
next to the Exchange Hotel. A distinguished later bank building (1 19-0012-0123), located at 
124 East Main Street is a two-story, double commercial building of cream colored brick. The 
Classical Revival-style structure was built before 1908 on the comer of Iron Alley and East Main 
Street. The second-floor facade incorporate brick quoins at the comers and a Palladian window 
motif with a blind arch and keystone above. 

Several churches were built in this period, but only the two Methodist churches of 1888 and 1914 
survive in the district. The First Methodist Church (1 19-0012-0003) at Church and Cheny 
streets is a brick cruciform building with an architecturally distinguished form with formal ties to 
the earlier Gothic Revival of the pattern books of the antebellum period. Additions made in the 
early-to-mid-twentieth century have somewhat obscured the historic form of the building without 
detracting from its overall appearance. The Mount Pleasant Methodist Church (1 19-0012-0026) 
at 320 South Main Street is also a brick, cruciform-plan church, with towers forming vestibules 
and flanking the north gable front, which contains tall pointed-arch window. The eastern tower 
is a little more than one story in height, while the tower to the west is provided with three stages, 
including twin louvered openings on each side at the top. Corbelled brick molding and 
contrasting brick hood molds around the pointed-arch-headed openings add Gothic Revival-style 
detail. 

The Smyth County Courthouse (1 19-0001), constructed in 1905 on the site of the original 1834 
courthouse, stands at the center of town. Designed in the Beaux-Arts style by Frank P. Milburn 
and built by Stephenson and Getoz of Knoxville Tennessee, this imposing brick and limestone 
institution with its low rotunda and classical portico reflects the influence of the City Beautiful 
movement popularized by the Columbian Exposition in 1893.~ The interior originally featured 
an auditorium known as the "Court Square Theater" for public performances, but was 
substantially renovated at mid-century with the loss of most architectural features. The 
courthouse lawn is the site of several monuments to war veterans and continues to serve as a 
gathering place for the community. 
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Summary Description (continued) 

Marion has been a center for education since its earliest days with many of the private 
subscription schools being located in the county seat. ~ h e ~ a r i o n  ~ a i e  ~ c a d e k ~  (1 19-0012- 
0006), now converted to a private residence, was founded in 1876 in an Italianate-stvle 
domestically scaled building on College Street (individually listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places). The 1907-1908 Marion High School (1 19-0012-0023), designed in the 
Romanesque-Revival style with arched openings and corbelled brickwork, stands behind the 
courthouse near the site of the first public school, built in 1838. The 1912 Marion Junior College 
(1 19-00 12-00 17) on West Main Street, founded in 1873 as Marion Female College, is an 
excellent example of a large single building housing all functions of an educational institution. It 
was designed in the Classical-Revival style with a classical portico and domed roof surrounded 
by a landscaped campus underscoring the important role of secondary education in the 
community. 

A new Norfolk & Western Depot (1 19-0003), listed on the National Register but outside the 
proposed district, was constructed in 1905 exclusively for passenger traffic, while retaining the 
earlier depot as a freight station. This brick depot, with its simple rectangular form and broad 
overhanging eaves was influenced by the Richardsonian movement and is typical of the many 
depots Norfolk & Western constructed in the early 20th century. By the end of the period, 
however, automobiles would begin increasingly to replace trains and horse-drawn transport. 

The residential neighborhood extends on either side of West Main Street and includes a wide 
range of domestic architectural styles and varieties of regional vernacular forms. The regionally 
based vernacular floor plans which materialized in nineteenth-century Marion as the homes of 
merchant and professional families include a number of forms recognized in regional 
architectural ~tudies .~ One of the most popular was the symmetrical central-passage plan, in 
which a central passage provides access to rooms on either side, often with an ell or rear shed. 
Additional plans include the asymmetrical side-passage-plan, where the passage is on one side of 
the house; the two-room plan, in which the domestic functions take place in a single or double 
row of two rooms, often supplemented by a service shed or ell; and the T-plan, where the two- 
room or central-passage plan is given improved interior circulation and a fashionable exterior 
irregularity of silhouette by the projection forward of one of the rooms on the principal facade. 
Due to the demolition of many houses, examples of each of these types do not survive in the 
district. 

A significant number of central-passage-plan, side-passage-plan, and two-room-plan dwellings and 
several T-plan houses were identified in the study area from this period. A well-preserved example 
of these vernacular forms is the house at 224 West Strother Streets, a two-story, frame, T-plan 
dwelling (1 19-0012-0072) with nine-over-one sash, and an additional projecting gabled element on 
the south side to which a one-story polygonal bay is appended. 
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Summary Description (continued) 

Many of the larger houses, typically built in various interpretations of the Colonial-Revival style. 
were built in the early 1900s by the various industrial entrepreneurs who prospered in the early 
20th century. These houses were usually based in architectural designs or published plans and 
rely less on local tradition. The J.C. Campbell House (1 19-0012-0008) at 205 West Main Street 
was built in 1906 by the president of the U.S. Spruce Lumber Company as a showcase for the 
naturaf beauty of the local lumber resources. The ca. 1900 Queen Anne-style W.L. Lincoln 
House (1 19-0012-0022) and the 1912 Classical Revival-style A.T. Lincoln House (1 19-0012- 
0021) are located away from the center of town on.North Church Street in order to be close to the 
site of the Look & Lincoln Factory along the river. The ca. 1900 Lt. Governor B.F. Buchanan 
House (1 19-0005) at 135 West Strother Street and the 191 1 H.B. Staley House (1 19-0012-0001) 
at 109 West Strother Street are excellent examples of the Queen-Anne style. 

World War I to World War I1 (1917-1945) 

Few industrial resources surive in the district from this period, with one important exception. The 
Overall Factory (1 19-0012-001 l), located in the district, on South Lane, was constructed in ca. 
1920 by C.F. Kearfoot for the North Holston Manufacturing Company on the edge of the 
commercial area. 

As a result of the growth of automobile usage in the region, service stations were built on two 
lots east of Royal Oak Presbyterian Church. The ca. 1925 service station (1 19-0012-0005) at 
123 West Main Street, designed in the Tudor-Revival style, a more sophisticated service station 
than those found in the rural areas of the county, still stands on the eastern lot. Like many 
service stations of the second quarter of the twentieth century, the well-detailed building 
mimicked revival-style dwellings in an attempt to fit in to the streetscape. An automobile sales 
garage stood behind the stations. The Marion Motor Company (1 19-0012-01 17), a large, two- 
story, brick, auto sales and repair building was constructed before 1927 on the SE comer of Park 
and Main streets. The building has been heavily altered. The Ford Motor Company (1 19-0012- 
01 16) across Park Street was built in this area in the 1920s. This now-altered cast-concrete Art 
Deco building reflects the modem age of the automobile in its design as well as its use. The 
growth of bus service as an alternate form of transportation was given expression in the Art 
Deco-style Marion Drug Store Building (1 19-0012-0143), which included a bus depot at the rear. 
This two-story commercial building of ca. 1940 at 137 East Main Street has a curved comer 

with a banded first-floor storefront. 

Single and double commercial buildings of traditional form continued to be built on lots along Main 
Street. The ca. 1930 Weiler Building (1 19-0012-01 18) at 118 East Main Street is a two-story brick 
double-commercial structure. It incorporates eight-over-eight second-floor sash windows, a stone 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90) 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

OMB No. 1024-4018 

Marion Historic District 
Smyth County, Virginia 

Section 7 -  Page -7- 
Summary Description (continued) 

belt course at sill level, and a plain cornice band of stone below a paneled brick parapet with a 
central plaque. 

Beginning in the third decade of the twentieth century, architects were called on to design several 
of the district's most prominent commercial buildings. In many cases banks, which 
increasingly employed architecture to give a sense of permanence and significance to their 
institutions. The 1922 Bank of Marion (1 19-0012-0007), designed in a Classical Revival-influenced 
version variation of the Craftsman style, stands out among the more typical brick storefront 
buildings. Its tall triumphal-arch form, dark red stretcher-bond brickwork with inset joints, inset 
panels with cast-stone keystones and paterae in geometric patterns, and terra-cotta cornice make a 
dramatic statement on 
the southwest comer of Church and West Main Street. The Classical-Revival Marion National Bank 
(1 19-0012-0148) at 101 East Main Street was constructed in 1927 to designs by the architectural 
firm of Eubank and Caldwell of Roanoke. It features a two-story recessed entrance flanked by 
Doric columns, a classical entablature and large arched windows along the side. 

Several other commercial buildings also took sophisticated architectural form in the second 
quarter of the twentieth century. The extraordinary three-story building (I 19-0012-0129) built in 
ca. 1930 as a restaurant at 130 West Main Street incorporates sophisticated Tudor Revival 
stylistic details, including a central second-floor oriel window on wood corbels and ornamental 
half-timbering in the upper floor. The oriel bay rises to the attic to form a dormer with a clipped 
gable roof. The asbestos-shingled gable roof is flanked by stepped gable parapets. 

A number of churches dating from this period and representing a range of denominations, are a 
significant component of the town. The majority of these churches were designed in various 
interpretations of the Gothic Revival style. Most of these, such as the 1923 Royal Oak 
Presbyterian Church, the 1914 Mt. Pleasant M.E. Church (1 19-0012-0026) and the 1949 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church (1 19-0012-01 16), are located on West Main Street. An attractive 
Gothic-style, brick, nave-plan building, still in use, was built by the black congregation of the 
Mount Pleasant Methodist Church on the western end of the district on Main Street. The 
building corresponds to the plainly detailed churches built of brick and frame construction in 
nual and uban areas throughout the region in the period. 

Royal Oak Presbyterian Church (I 19-0012-0006), designed by the Bristol firm of Clarence B. 
Kearfoot in 1923, anchors the west end of the downtown commercial area at 139 West Main 
Street. The large and substantial church originally incorporated the sanctuary and the educa- 
tional facilities in a single rectangular and continuously detailed structure. The building, with its 
idiosyncratic version of perpendicular or Tudor architecture and large scale (1 1 bays deep), 
testifies to the strength of the congregation. The building incorporates a short nave plan with 
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gable roof with clerestory and a central bell tower over the vestibule, with offices and classrooms 
to the rear. The brick building features cast-concrete detailing in the comer buttresses, arcading 
in the cornice rake and trim around the pointed-arch door and window openings. 

In 1936 the town government took visible form with the construction using WPA assistance of the 
Marion Municipal Building (1 19-0012-0004) located at 138 West Main Street. This Colonial 
Revival-style brick structure with its cupola is reminiscent of early Colonial institutions as well as 
of many of southwest Virginia's nineteenth-century county courthouses. Each building served to 
dignify the role of the local and federal governments in the community, in conjunction with the 
growing part assumed by government institutions in the daily life of individuals. Although earlier 
post offices were housed in commercial buildings, the authority of the Federal government was 
effectively represented by a new Marion Post Office (1 19-0008), built in 1935 at 142 East Main 
Street. The Colonial Revival-style brick building, now used as an antiques emporium, was provided 
with large, tripartite, arched openings and stone dressings. 

The majority of the single-family resources associated with the suburban residential development 
of the second through the fifth decades of the twentieth century include houses of various forms: 
bungalows, American Foursquare houses, and derivations of Tudor Revival- and Colonial 
Revival-style dwellings. Bungalows and American Foursquare dwellings, both resulting from a 
popularization of the Craftsman movement, began to appear several years before the 191 7 start 
of this period, but the majority of them are later. The house forms, popularized in national 
publications, were largely differentiated by height, and both are among the first houses in the 
region to utilize irregular, hctionally laid-out plans. 

Of the houses in the study area, several are one- or one %-story bungalows or utilize the related 
two-story Foursquare form. Good examples of bungalows in the study area include the brick, 
one-story, three-bay, gabled-fronted dwelling (1 19-0012-0081) at 120 East Strother Street with 
paired and triple sash windows and the one-story brick gable-fronted bungalow (1 19-001 2-01 04) 
at 3 16 West Main Street, with its offset, projecting, gabled element and hipped entry porch with 
brick piers. Foursquare houses include the well-preserved Rouse House (1 19-0012-0035) at 222 
North Street, a two-story , brick building dating from about 1918. It features sixteen-over-one 
sash windows, hipped dormers, and a three-bay porch across the front supported on tapered, 
square, wood columns and a matchingporte cochere on the east side. Like several of the houses 
in the district from this period, the Rouse House site includes a matching brick garage. 

Several larger homes dating from the 1920s and 1930s are also located in the north part of the 
district, including the ca. 1920 house Roseacre (1 19-0012-0030) at 309 North Street which was the 
home of Annabel Morris Buchanan, noted composer and folklorist, and is possibly a Sears-Roebuck 
house design. The two substantial dwellings at 221 and 223 West North Street were built for 
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daughters of industrialist W.L. Lincoln and typify the best of the nationally popular Colonial Revival 
style. One of them, the Lemon House, consists of a one 112-story, frame, Dutch Colonial 
building with stuccoed walls, and gambrel roof, shed dormers, and an arched hood over the front 
door. 

A good example of Colonial Revival design is the two-story brick dwelling (1 19-0012-0087) at 355 
West Main Street. Six-over-six sash windows surmounted by jack arches with raised keystones and 
an elliptical fanlight over the entry are among the Colonial-inspired details. A Tudor Revival-style, 
two-story, brick dwelling (1 19-001 2-0079) at 12 1 North Church Street features stone brackets at the 
eaves, projecting gable roofs, and arched entry, and triple and paired sash windows. One of the 
most important houses in the district is the one (1 19-0012-0083) built for Frank Copenhaver in 1926 
from designs prepared by a California-based architect for the American Brick Association. The 
well-maintained, Tudor-inspired house is tucked into a well-landscaped lot immediately adjacent to 
the commercial area on East Main Street at 115 East Court Street. The house features metal 
casement windows, exposed rafter ends, rough-hewn timber front and rear porch, a hipped asbestos- 
shingle roof, and a matching garage. 

Art Deco-style houses were rare in the region. An important example was, however, built on a 
peripheral lot on the northern edge of the district in 1939. The Beville House ( I  19-0012-0028) at 
3 19 North Jones Street was designed to be built in poured concrete by Charlottesville-based 
architect Arthur C. Barlow. The house incorporates ship-like design elements, including curved 
comers, banded and circular windows, built-in interior features. 

Christ Episcopal Church (1 19-0012-0085) at 409 West Main Street is the only church located in 
the newer residential area in the western part of the district. The original church on East Main 
Street was demolished and the present building was constructed in 1940. The simply detailed 
building repeats the form, small scale, and minimal Gothic detailing established by the small 
Episcopal congregations in the region in the second quarter of the nineteenth century and 
observed for many decades. 

Several social resources with significant architectural form survive in Marion from this period. Most 
prominent is the Lincoln Hotel (1 19-0010, listed in the National Register in 1995), constructed in 
1927 as the Francis Marion Hotel. This five-story Classical-Revival structure is typical of many 
taller buildings designed in the early twentieth century with its limestone base, brick shaft, and 
classical entablature. The Lincoln Theater (I 19-0009, listed in the National Register in 1992) was 
opened to the public in 1929. The theater includes a multi-story apartment building in front of the 
auditorium, which .is entered through a central vestibule. The interior of this important building, 
currently undergoing restoration, includes pre-Columbian-inspired detail and an important series of 
murals by a local painter, depicting Virginia history and local landscapes. The interior was designed 
by the 


















































































































