
6. Functlon or Urn 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
. . . . . . R P I  l n l n n  l n l n l l c  Religion:- r ~ l  f a r 1  I l t v  religious facility 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 5tone:Lirnestone 
Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals: walls B r i c k  

I r R e - a  1 

roof Metal 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

C u r r e n t l y  s t a n d i n g  f l u s h  w i t h  O l d  Stage Road ,  w h i c h  e x t e n d s  i n  

f r o n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  t h e  C h i l h o w i e  U n i t e d  H e t h o d i s h  C h u r c h  

( f o r m e r l y  t h e  C h i h o w i e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h )  r e t a i l i s  i t s  

o r i g i n a l  f o r m  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  B u i l t  i n  1893-34 o f  

l o c a l  p r e s s e d  g o l d e n  brown b r i c k ,  t h e  c h u r c h  is  a c r u c i f o r m - p l a n ,  

g a b l e - r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  5 c e n t r a l  f r o n t  p r o j e c t i n g  b e l l  

t o w e r .  The c h u r c h . s  p l a n ,  l a n c e t  windows w i t h  c o n t r a s t i n g  b r i c k  

hood m o l d s ,  t r a n s e p t s .  and  v a u l t e d  c e i l i n g  i n d i c a t e  hat t h e  

c h u r c h  is  a n  u n u s a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  L a t e  G o t h i c  

R e v i v a l  s t y l e .  

The c h u r c h  s d o u b l e - d o o r  e n t r a n c e ,  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  b a s e  u f  t h e  

c e n t r a l  f r o n t  b e l l  t o w e r .  h a s  a p o i n t e d - a r c h e d  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  

t r a n s o m .  H i g h  a b o v e  t h e  d o o r w a y  is a s t a i n e d - g l a s s  r o s e  window. 

The b e l l  t o w e r  f e a t u r e s  r e c e s s e d  b r i c k  p a n e l s  w i t h  d e c o r a t i v e  

b r i c k  c o r b e l i n g  be low a l o u v e r e d  wooden b e l f r y .  A t r a p d o o r  i n  

t h e  h i g h  c e i l i n g  o f  t h e  v e s t i b u l e  g i v e s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  b e l f r y  

h o u s i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b e l l .  The  b e l l ,  o p e r a t e d  by  a h a n d - h e l d  

r o p e ,  h a s  a b a s e  d i a m e t e r  of  24 i n c h e s  and  is  i n s c r i b e d  as 

See continuation sheet 



8. Statement ot Slgnltlcance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other propenies: 

Onationally uslatewide alocally 

Applicable National Register Criteria A 0 C D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA B c D E F [?G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 1 8 9 3 - 9 4  1894  

Cultural ff~llatlon
" P a "  

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
n / a unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  town o f  

C h i l h o w i e  was a s p a r s l e y  s e t t l e d  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t y .  The e r e c t i o n  

o f  a c h u r c h  o f  s u c h  , d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  as  

C h i l h o w i e  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  i n  1893-94 w a s  i n d e e d  a n  u n u s u a l  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  communi ty .  T h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  

L a t e  G o t h i c  R e v i a l - s t y l e ,  c r u c i f o r m - p l a n  b u i l d i n g  was t h e n  a n d  

c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  u n i q u e  i n  Smyth C o u n t y  w h e r e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

r e c t a n g u l a r  c h u r c h  f o r m  p r e v a i l s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s o u r c e  of  t h e  

c r u c i f o r m  p l a n  is unknown t h e r e  i s  some s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

d e s i g n  was g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

b r i c k  f a c t o r y ,  E .  J .  R u t l a n d . *  R u t l a n d  was b o r n  i n  S h e e r n e s s ,  

E n g l a n d ,  i n  1853 and  g rew t o  a d u l t h o o d  t h e r e .  He came t o  

C h i l h o w i e  f r o m  O h i o  i n  1890 t o  manage t h e  new b r i c k  p l a n t .  H i s  

f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  E n g l i s h  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  may 

h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  d e s i g n  f o r  C h i l h o w i e  M .  E .  C h u r c h .  

* 
a member of the congregation 

n~eocontinuation sheet 



Price, Richard N., Holston Methodism: From Its Origins to the Present 
Time, 5 Vols., Publishing House ot the Methodist Episcopal 
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Henry College 1 9 3 6 - 1 9 6 8 ,  Meredith, Publishing Company, N.Y., 
1 9 6 3 .  

Smyth County Deed Book 2 1 ,  p.455, 1893.  
Washington County Court Records, 1806 ,  volume 3 ,  p. 499 .  
Wilson, Goodridge, Smyth County History and Traditions, Kingsport 

Press, Inc., U n g s p o r t ,  1932.  
Church Records of 1 8 6 6 .  
American Clay Magazine, "Fifty Years a Brick Maker", undated article, 

ca 1925 .  

Pmvlou8 documenfatlon on ille (NPS): 
prellmlnery det#rmlnatlon of lndlvlduel ll8tlng (36CFR 67) 
ha8 b w n  rq~e8 tad  

Uprev~oua~yll8ted in the National Regl8ter

Bpr@VlO~8lydeterrnlned ellglble by the Natlonal Reglater 
designated a NBtlOnal Hl8torlc Landmark 
recorded by Hlstorlc American Bulldlngs 
Survey d 
recorded bv Historic Arnerlcan Enolnwrlno 

See contlnuatlon aheel 

Prlmary locatlon of addltlonal data: 
OSta te  hlatorlc pre8ervatlon oiflcr 

BOther State agency 
FIderal agency 

C]Local government 
univerelty 
Other 

Swclfv reoosltorv:- - - -7-- . 
Record d V A  ~ e p a r i m e n tof Historic Resource. 

2 2 1  Governor St. Richmond, VA 2 3 2 3 (  
10. Qaognphlcal Data 
Acreage of pmpeny less than one acre 

UTM Rekrences 
A 1 ~ 3 1 9 1 1 1 4 1 6 )14,OI 7 ,219,6,31 B L L J I ~ I I I I I I I I I ~ I I I  

Zone Eaatlng Northlng Zone Eaatlng Northlng 

c u uu D L L J I l l 1 1 I I 

qSee contlnuatlon aheet 

Verbal Boundary De8crlptlon 

The boundary of Chilhowie United Methodist Church property is shown 
on the accompanying surveyor's map dated July 3 0 ,  1 9 7 9 .  

Sea contlnuatlon sheet 

Boundary Juatlilcatlon 

The boundary includes the entire town lot that has been historically 
associated with the property. In 1 9 8 8  a narrow strip of land was 
obtained at the rear of the property to accomodate a drainage system. 

O s e e  contlnuatlon sheet 

11. Form Pnprrrd By 
namehltle 
organlzati date 
a tmt6numbr rRou te  1 BOX 4 8  telephone - - 3 
cltyortown Chilhowie ntate VAzip code 
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f o l l o w s :  C .  S .  B e l l  and  C o . ,  H i l l s b o r o u g h ,  Ohio ,  No. 24. R i s i n g  

f rom t h e  f o u r  c o r n e r s  of  t h e  b e l f r y  a r e  p i n n a c l e s  c o n s i s t i n g  of 

wooden p i e r s  topped  by  p o i n t e d  s p i r e s  t h a t  a r e  cove red  w i t h  t i n  

s h i n g l e s .  A much t a l l e r  c e n t r a l  s p i r e ,  cove red  i n  p r e s s e d  t i n  

s h i n g l e s ,  r i s e s  above t h e  wooden b e l f r y .  The e x t e r i o r  of t h e  

o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  r e m a i n s  v i r t u a l l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  s i n c e  i t s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

The double-door  e n t r a n c e  topped  by  a p o i n t e d - a r c h e d  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  

t ransom is r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  between t h e  v e s t i b u l e  and t h e  

s a n c t u a r y .  P r i m i t i v e  wood g r a i n i n g  a p p e a r s  on e a c h  p a n e l  o f  t h e  

s a n c t u a r y  s i d e  of t h e s e  d o u b l e  d o o r s .  Overhead is a v a u l t e d  

c e i l i n g  f i n i s h e d  i n  tongue-and-groove ,  t h r e e - i n c h - w i d e ,  d a r k -

s t a i n e d ,  p i n e  b o a r d s .  C o m p l e t e l y  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  is a 

w a i n s c o t i n g ,  a l s o  of tongue-and-groove  t h r e e - i n c h  p i n e  b o a r d s .  

Between t h e  w a i n s c o t i n g  and t h e  c e i l i n g  t h e  p l a s t e r e d  w a l l s  a r e  

p a i n t e d  a s o f t  w h i t e .  

About 1915 ,  a p i n e  f l o o r ,  s l a n t i n g  toward  t h e  c h a n c e l  a r e a ,  was 

l a i d  o v e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  cu rved  oak pews were 

i n s t a l l e d ,  r e p l a c i n g  handmade benches ;  c e n t r a l  h e a t i n g  r e p l a c e d  

t h e  two wood s t o v e s :  and g a s  c h a n d e l i e r s  gave  way t o  e l e c t r i c  

g l o b e  f i x t u r e s .  I n  1987 t h e  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s ,  h a v i n g  l o n g  been 
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c o n s i d e r e d  i n a d e q u a t e ,  were removed t o  t h e  h a l l w a y  and r e p l a c e d  

by l a r g e r  h a n g i n g  f i x t u r e s  of a G o t h i c  d e s i g n  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  i n t e r i o r .  

Shades  of  b l u e  p redomina te  i n  t h e  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  of t h e  l a n c e t -

windows w i t h  i n t e r m i n g l e d  s o f t  t o n e s  of  g o l d ,  g r e e n ,  and r o s e .  A 

f l e u r - d e - l i s  d e s i g n  t o p s  t h e  s m a l l e r  windows of t h e  n a r t h e x .  

The c u r v e d  pews a r e  a r r a n g e d  i n  two e q u a l  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  w i d e r  

a i s l e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and a u x i l i a r y  a i s l e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  

nave .  

The a d u l t  c h o i r  s p a c e  o c c u p i e s  t h e  wes t  end of t h e  t r a n s e p t ,  

w h i l e  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h o i r  s p a c e  o c c u p i e s  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  e a s t  

t r a n s e p t .  Towering above t h e  r e c e s s e d  a p s e  is a G o t h i c  a r c h  

framed i n  wood w i t h  a round s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window p o s i t i o n e d  

w i t h i n  t h e  a r c h  apex :  A t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  window is t h e  crown 

and c r o s s  symbol .  Ex tend ing  a c r o s s  t h e  c h a n c e l  is a w a l n u t  a l t a r  

r a i l  d a t i n g  from t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  hav ing  been  b r o u g h t  

from t h e  e a r l i e r  Su lphur  S p r i n g s  Church .  Along t h e  r a i l i n g  is a 

c u s h i o n e d  k n e e l i n g  bench .  Wi th in  t h e  wide c h a n c e l  a r e  a Hammond 

o r g a n ,  a  p i a n o ,  and oak f u r n i t u r e .  The c h a n c e l  f u r n i t u r e  

c o n s i s t s  o f  a r a i s e d  p u l p i t ,  l e c t e r n ,  a l t a r ,  c h a i r s ,  and an  

o c t a g o n a l  b a p t i s m a l  f o n t ,  a l l  o f  which were  t h e  g i f t  o f  Hiss 
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C o r d e l i a  C o p e n h a v e r  i n  1948. T h e  s c a r l e t  d o s s a l ,  a i s l e  

c a r p e t i n g ,  and  c u s h i o n s  c o m p l e t e  t h e  s i m p l e  b e a u t y  o f  t h i s  o l d  

s a n c t u a r y .  

The b u i l d i n g  was e n l a r g e d  i n  1935 b y  a t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  S u n d a y  

s c h o o l  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  t h e  l i n e s  

of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  I n  1960 a  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  a n n e x  was 

added  t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  D u r i n g  1989-90 a 

s t a n d i n g - s e a m  m e t a l  r o o f  was l a i d  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g .  
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Excep t  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n s  o f  1935 and 1960 t h e  c h u r c h  r e m a i n s  a s  

it was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ;  a c r u c i f o r m - p l a n ,  p r e s s e d  b r i c k  

s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a b e l l  t o w e r  topped  by a t a l l  s p i r e ,  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  

l a n c e t  windows, a v a u l t e d  c e i l i n g ,  and w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  i n t e r i o r .  

The c o n g r e g a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1806 a s  t h e  S u l p h u r  S p r i n g s  

M e t h o d i s t  Church ;  however ,  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  b u i l t  i ts p r e s e n t  

c h u r c h  a t  a  s i t e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  C h i l h o w i e  community i n  1893-94. 

Today,  t h e  c h u r c h  r e m a i n s  an e x p r e s s i o n  of f a i t h  and permanence 

-t o  many r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  town and c o u n t y .  

The C h i l h o w i e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  Church had i ts  r o o t s  i n  t h e  

S u l p h u r  S p r i n g s  M e t h o d i s t  Church of 1806 which was e s t a b l i s h e d  by 

e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  of t h i s  mounta inous  r e g i o n .  The c o n g r e g a t i o n  

worsh ipped  f o r  many y e a r s  i n  l o g  and b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  a r u r a l  

l o c a t i o n .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1890s  a small b u s i n e s s  community was 

f o r m i n g  i n  n e a r b y  C h i l h o w i e  and s e n t i m e n t  g rew w i t h i n  t h e  c h u r c h  

t o  move i n t o  t h a t  more a c c e s s i b l e  a r e a .  A l o c a l  b r i c k  p l a n t  

o f f e r e d  t h e  c h u r c h  a l a r g e  o r d e r  of b r i c k  t h a t  had been r e j e c t e d  

by a cus tomer  b e c a u s e  o f  i ts  c o l o r ,  and p l a n s  f o r  t h e  move began .  

T h e r e  is no w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y  o r  l o c a l  c h u r c h  r e c o r d s  of t h e  c h u r c h  

d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  On t h e  n i g h t  o f  J a n u a r y  29 ,  1 9 0 9 ,  a f i r e  
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d e s t r o y e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  b u s i n e s s e s .  T h e  c h u r c h ,  which  

was a  q u a r t e r - m i l e  away was n o t  t h r e a t e n e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  i n  h i s  

r e p o r t  of  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 0 9 ,  t h e  R e v e r e n d  M .  J .  Wysor ,  p a s t o r  o f  

t h e  c h u r c h ,  w r o t e ,  "We had  t h e  m i s f o r t u n e  t o  h a v e  a l l  o f  o u r  

o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h e  f i r e  i n  C h i l h o w i e " .  ~ h e s e  

r e c o r d s  were  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  

c h u r c h .  

Some o f  t h e  materials u s e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  c h u r c h  w e r e  

r e c y c l e d  f r m  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s .  O l d e r  members and  r e s i d e n t s  o f  

t h e  town r e c a l l  b e i n g  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  S u l p h u r  S p r i n g s  C h u r c h  was 

d i s m a n t l e d  and e v e n  t h e  hand-hewn l i m e s t o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  was 

b r o u g h  t o  t h e  town s i t e  w h e r e  a n y  u s a b l e  m a t e r i a l  wen t  i n t o  t h e  

b u i l d i n g .  The s o u r c e  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p l a n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  

v e r i f i e d .  Long- t ime  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  town t e l l  o f  l o c a l  

c r a f t s m e n  and t h e i r  work on t h e  b u i l d i n g .  I n  a Smyth C o u n t y  

n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  Mar ion  D e m o c r a t ,  d a t e d  November 1 7 ,  1 8 9 3 ,  t h e r e  is 

a n  item r e p o r t i n g  a n  i n j u r y  o f  a C h i l h o w i e  c a r p e n t e r  t h a t  was 

c a u s e d  b y  a f a l l i n g  r a f t e r  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  

A h a n d w r i t t e n  a f f i d a v i t  d a t e d  S e p t e m b e r  2 2 ,  1951, o f  an  e l d e r l y  

member, Mrs. William T .  ( V i n n i e  G . )  S m i t h ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  

w a s  b u i l t  i n  1893 a n d  was c o m p l e t e d  a n d  d e d i c a t e d  i n  J u n e  1 8 9 4 .  

S h e  s t a t e s  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  b e l l  was a g i f t  o f  J o h n  McKinnon o f  
I 
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San A n t o n i o ,  T e x a s .  D i s t r i c t  c h u r c h  r e c o r d s  c o n f i r m  t h e  d a t e  

o f  d e d i c a t i o n  as J u n e  2 4 ,  1 8 9 4 ,  w i t h  t h e  Reverend  E .  W .  Moore 

o f f i c i a t i n g .  I n  e a r l y  years t h e  b e l l  was r u n g  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  

w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e s  b u t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  o n l y  on s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s .  

I n  1844 t h e r e  was a d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  i n  America 

b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  s l a v e r y .  A l t h o u g h  many p a s t o r s  

and c h u r c h  members o f  t h i s  area s t o o d  f i r m l y  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y ,  

s o u t h e r n  a l l e g i a n c e  was s t r o n g  a n d  t h e  C h i l h o w i e  c h u r c h  b e l o n g e d  

t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f a c t i o n  u n t i l  n a t i o n a l  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  i n  1939. 

A t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  a w h i t e  p i c k e t  f e n c e  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  15-

20 f o o t  lawn i n  f r o n t  of t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  h o r s e s  were  t e t h e r e d  i n  

b a c k  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  A small b u i l d i n g  on t h e  west s i d e  h o u s e d  

an a c e t y l e n e  g a s  t a n k  f r o m  w h i c h  a n  u n d e r g r o u n d  p i p e  c a r r i e d  f u e l  

t o  t h e  g a s  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  i n  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  new c h u r c h  p r o v i d e d  t h e  o n l y  l o c a l  S u n d a y  

S c h o o l ;  i t  was w e l l  a t t e n d e d  and  r e t a i n e d  t h e  name o f  S u l p h u r  

S p r i n g s  S u n d a y  S c h o o l .  A p a r s o n a g e  was b u i l t  a b o u t  two h u n d r e d  

y a r d s  f r o m  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  1902  and  t h e  C h i l h o w i e  c h u r c h  became t h e  

n u c l e u s  o f  a g r o u p  i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  more  r u r a l  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h e s  
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in the charge of one pastor, the Reverend J. 0. Staley. This arrangement 


continued until 1918 when church growth required the service of a full-time 


minister. 


As automobiles replaced the horse and buggy, the front lawn gave way to the 

street which has been widened to the entrance steps. The original structure 

served in the form in which it was built for forty-three years before the 

first expansion. With the two-story rear addition in 1935 and the east wing 

in 1959-60 many more activities were possible. There were youth fellowships, 

church-sponsored scout troops, Red Cross blood drives, and meetings of civic 

organizations. During the locally severe flooding of 1977 the church served 

as a refuge for many families. 

Many hardy and fine pastors have guided the progress of this loyal congrega- 


tion. Now with the leadership of the Reverend David T. St. Clair and a 


membership of 278, the church continues its active role in the comunity. 
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