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1. Name

historic Sunnyside

and/or common

2. Location

street & number Route 673 ﬂlﬂ not for publication
L 4t11 T ]
city, town Newsoms Nﬁi vicinity of congressional district (Robert W. Daniel, Jr.)
state  Virginia code s county Southampton code 175
3. Classification
Category Ownership S%atus Present Use
— district — public —*_ occupied _X_agriculture — _ museum
—X_ building(s) __x private —_ unoccupied - commercial — park
— structure e both — work in progress —_educational X__ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible - — entertainment — . religious
——— object —in process —yes: restricted ____government —_ scientific
— being considered ____yes: unrestricted — industrial —_ transportation
w/A —__no — military —_ other:

4. Owner of Property

Miss Gladys Musgrave
name Mrs. Reine Sirmons c/o Mr., David A. Dachiell, Senior Vice President, Virginia
Kational Bank

street & number P. 0. Box 3583

city, town Rorfolk NJA vistaREat state Virginia 23514

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Southampton County Courthouse
street & number N/A
city, town Courtland state Virginia
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
e . Survey
titte Virginia Historic Landmarks CommissioRas this property been determined elegible? ____yes X no
date 1973, 1980 __federal _X state ___ county ___local

depository for survey records Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 221 Governor Street

Virginia 23219

city, town Richmond state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_ % excellent _._ deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_ original site N/A
— good —_ruins X_ altered ——— moved date

. tair —_ unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

Sunnyside is located b&ii Rt.673 in the heart of rural Southampton County. The estate
consists of the main residence and an outstanding collection of outbuildings. The house
was constructed in three stages dating to ca. 1810~20, 1847, and 1870, The outbuildings

date from the mid- to the late 19th century. The area surrounding the complex is still
farmed. |

The main two-story, wood-frame house is covered by weatherboarding and sits on a low
brick foundation. As a conseguence of its growth the structure has evolved into its pre-
sent "T-shape" plan. Like many early Southampton County residences, the original house
consisted of one room, the present dining room, which was built ca. 1810-20. In 1847 the
bresent sitting room was added, at which time the dining room was also remodeled into its
Present appearance. In 1870 the front (west) block that contains the main central hall
was added; minimal changes have been made since that time.

The facade (west) has an imposing, two-story, pedimented portico sheltering the main
entrance. The portico is distinguished by paired fluted Doric columns. Paired Italianate-
style brackets run along the eaves; similar brackets both paired and single are found on
the eaves of the 1870 section. The main entrance has multi-paned rectangular sidelights
and transom framing the double-door entry. The decorway is topped by a balcony with an
ornamental cast-iron railing. The balcony door sidelights are similar to those below.

Both the first~ and second-story entries are framed by a two-story architrave that consists
of symmetrically molded trim topped by a simplified Doric entablature. The south elevation
has a one-story, hipped-roof porch supported by square piers. The porch shelters two
entries, one with a plain architrave, the other with symmetrically molded trim. Secondary
entrances with single doors are found on the remaining elevations.

The fenestration of the 1870 section consists of 6/6 hung-sash windows in plainly
executed architraves topped by cornices. The windows retain their original louvred shutters.
The fenestration of the older section consists.principally of 9/9 hung-sash, although a
variety of sash may be found on the secondary elevations. The corners of the 1870 section
have fluted pilasters that terminate on the eaves in clustered brackets. Brick,single-sheoul-
dered exterior - chimneys executed in American bond are found on the north and south ele-
vations. A smaller exterior chimney is found on the east wall of the rear. A brick
chimney breaks the roof line of the ca. 1847 section.

The interior remains in an excellent state of preservation. The central hall of the
ca. 1870 section contains the main stair. The open-well stair has a turned newel, turned
balusters, and a rounded handrail. Flanking the hall, the north and south parlors retain
their original imitation-grained mantels and baseboards. The second-floor chambers" mantels
and baseboards are also grained. The 1847 section retains its original Federal-style mantels.
The dining room, which was updated at this time, also has its original pedestal-type
wainscoting and a molded chair rail. The sitting room has a molded chair rail. The present
kitchen has been extensively remodeled through its adaption into its present services.
Molded architraves frame the principal doors and windows in all three sections.

Sunnyside has an outstanding collection of outbuildings, many of which date through the

19th century. The outbuildings include: a schoolhouse, schoolmaster®s house, dairy,
milk house, tenant's house, privy, pump house, sheds, peanut barn, a tall smokehouse,

(See Continuation Sheet #1)


















