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1 Name 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number Route 673 &not for ~ubiication 

4th 
city, town Newsoms &vicinity of congressional district DoSert W. Jr 

State Virgin ia  code S1 county Southampton code 175 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district -public 2occupied agriculture -museum 
2buliding(s) 2private -unoccupied -commercial -park 
-structure -both -work in progress -educational X private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible -entertainment -religious 
-object -in process -yes: restricted -government -scientific 

-being considered -yes: unrestricted -industrial -transportation 

N / A  -no military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
F i i s s  Gladys Kusgrave 

name M r s .  q.eine Siiraons c/o M r .  David A. n a s h i e l l ,  Senior Trice Pres iden t ,  Virq in ia  
ha t iona l  Bank 

street & number p. 0. 3583 

clty, town iqorfollc .A vlmmwm state Vira in ia  2351A 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, reaistrv of deeds, etc. Southampton County Courthouse 

street 8 number N / A  

city, town state Virg in ia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Survev

A  

title Landmarks ComissiO%s this property been determined elegible? -yes X no 

date 1.973, 1980 -federal 3state -county -local 

depository for survey records Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virgin ia  23219 



7. Description 

Condition  Check one Check one 
X -excellent -deteriorated -unaltered X original site 
-good -ruins X altered -moved date N/A  

-fair -unexposed  

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Sunnyside i s  loca ted  On Rt.673 i n  t h e  h e a r t  of r u r a l  Southampton County. The e s t a t e  
c o n s i s t s  of t h e  main res idence  and an outstanding c o l l e c t i o n  of outbuildings.  The house 
was constructed i n  t h r e e  s t ages  da t ing  t o  ca. 1810-20, 1847, and 1870. The outbui ld ings  
d a t e  from the  mid- t o  t h e  l a t e  19th  century. The a r e a  surrounding t h e  complex is s t i l l  
farmed. 

The main two-story, wood-frame house is covered by weatherboarding and sits on a low 
br ick  foundation. A s  a consequence of i ts  growth t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has  evolved i n t o  i t s  pre-
s e n t  "T-shape" plan. Like many e a r l y  Southampton County residences,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house 
cons is ted  of one room, t h e  p resen t  d in ing room, which was b u i l t  ca. 1810-20. In  1847 t h e  
present  s i t t i n g  room was added, a t  which time t h e  dining room was a l s o  remodeled i n t o  its 
present  appearance. I n  1870 t h e  f r o n t  (west) block t h a t  con ta ins  t h e  main c e n t r a l  h a l l  
was added; minimal changes have been made s i n c e  t h a t  time. 

The facade (west) has  an  imposing, two-story, pedimented p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r i n g  t h e m a i n  
entrance. The p o r t i c o  is dis t inguished by pa i red  f l u t e d  Doric columns. Paired I t a l i a n a t e -
s t y l e  brackets  run along t h e  eaves; s imi la r  brackets  both pa i red  and s i n g l e  a r e  found on 
the  eaves of t h e  1870 sec t ion .  The main entrance has  multi-paned rec tangular  s i d e l i g h t s  
and transom framing t h e  double-door entry.  The doorway is topped by a balcony with an  
ornamental cas t - i ron  r a i l i n g .  The balcony door s i d e l i g h t s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  those below. 
Both t h e  f i r s t -  and second-story e n t r i e s  a r e  framed by a two-story a r c h i t r a v e  t h a t  cons i s t s  
of symmetrically molded t r i m  topped by a s impl i f ied  Doric entabla ture .  The south e levat ion  
has a one-story, hipped-roof porch supported by square p i e r s .  The porch s h e l t e r s  two 
e n t r i e s ,  one with a p l a i n  a rch i t r ave ,  t h e  o the r  with symmetrically molded t r i m .  Secondary 
entrances with s i n g l e  doors a r e  found on t h e  remaining e levat ions .  

The f e n e s t r a t i o n  of t h e  1870 s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of 6/6 hung-sash windows i n  p l a i n l y  
executed a r c h i t r a v e s  topped by cornices.  The windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  louvred shu t t e r s .  
The f e n e s t r a t i o n  of t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  p r i n c i p a l l y  of 9/9 hung-sash, although a 
v a r i e t y  of sash  may be found on t h e  secondary e levat ions .  The corners  of t h e  1870 sec t ion  
have f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  t h a t  terminate on t h e  eaves i n  c lus te red  brackets .  Brick,single-shoul-
dered e x t e r i o r  chimneys executed i n  American bond a r e  found on t h e  north and south e le-  
va t ions .  A smal ler  e x t e r i o r  chimney is  found on t h e  e a s t  w a l l  of t h e  r e a r .  A b r i c k  
chimney breaks t h e  roof l i n e  of t h e  ca. 1847 sec t ion .  

The i n t e r i o r  remains i n  an exce l l en t  s t a t e  of preservat ion.  The c e n t r a l  h a l l  of t h e  
ca. 1870 s e c t i o n  conta ins  t h e  main s t a i r .  The open-well s t a i r  has a turned newel, turned 
ba lus te r s ,  and a rounded handra i l .  Flanking t h e  h a l l ,  t h e  nor th  and south p a r l o r s  r e t a i n  

k  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  imitat ion-grained mantels and baseboards. The second-floor chambers' mantels 
and baseboards a r e  a l s o  grained. The 1847 s e c t i o n  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  Federa l -s ty le  mantels. 
The dining room, which was updated a t  t h i s  time, a l s o  has i ts  o r i g i n a l  pedestal- type 
wainscoting and a molded c h a i r  r a i l .  The s i t t i n g  room has a molded c h a i r  r a i l .  The present  

k i tchen has been extens ively  remodeled through i ts  adaption i n t o  i t s  p resen t  services .  
Molded a rch i t r aves  frame t h e  p r i n c i p a l  doors and windows i n  a l l  t h r e e  Sections. 

Sunnyside has an  outstanding c o l l e c t i o n  of outbui ld ings ,  many of which d a t e  through t h e  
19th  century. The outbui ld ings  include: a schoolhouse, schoolmasterts  house, da i ry ,  
milk house, t e n a n t ' s  house, pr ivy ,  pump house, sheds, peanut barn, a t a l l  smokehouse, 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 












