


6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
~lESTIC/sinqle ctwellinq tDNESTIC/sinqle dwellins 
~ T I C / s e c o n d a n  structures ~TIC/secondanr  structures 
AWCULTURE/asricultural outbuildinqs REREATION AND CUL'!3JFWsl>orts f a c i l i t ~  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories trom instructions) 

foundation b r i c k  
Federal wells brick 

-Greek Revival 
roof s l a t e  
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Summary. 

S t i r l i n g  i s  a  f a rm  i n  r u r a l  S p o t s y l v a n i a  Count.y, V i r g i n i a .  The 
s u r v i v i n g  mid -n ine ' teen th ,h is to r i c  b ~ ~ i l d i n g s  con? j i s t  of  t h e  
b r i c k ,  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  3 6 '  >: 3 6 ' ,  two--and--a*-hal,f-story, f i v e  bay, 
h ipped  r o o f  Fede ra l  and Greek Rev i va l  d w e l l i n g  house, t h e  l o g ,  
r e c t a n g u l  a r  , 20 ' -=" 4 n 16 ' -4"  o n e - s t o r y ,  two bay, gab led r o o f  
k i t c h e n  d@!pt?ndency, and t h e  fralne, ~rect,angu: lar,  14 ' -6 "  :.: 13 ' -7 "  I 
one s t o r y ,  ix le  bay,  py ramida l  r o o f  cj~noite house. 'The grounds 
inc l . i .~de a  f a m i l y  g raveyard  w i t h  ktnl~wn b u r i a l s ;  d a t i n g  t o  1864, 
anid t h e  ~ ~ r i d i s t r r r - b e d  w rcheo lg i c r \ l  s i t o s  0.6 t h e  weaving house and 
. three !;lave cab ins .  Lrrrge t rc !es and $ ~ h r ~ t b s  r e l n ~ r i n  , f ron~  an e a r l y  
garden and p l a r l t a t i o n  landscape. EILI~ l t between 1U38 and 1136(l by 
John Ho l l aday  (1799-1080), t h i s  imposing house and i t s  
o u t b u i l d i n g s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  end 0.1: a  e r a  o f  n e o - c l a s s i c a l  
p l a n t a t i o n  house c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Spotsy lv6 \n ia  County, b rough t  t o  
a  c l o s e  by  t h e  C i v i l  War and t h e  b a t t l e s  near  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  
which ravaged , t h i s  a rea  and des t royed  t h e  r u ra l .  economy. 
S t i r l i n g  i s  of  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  because t h e  house has remained 
i n  t h e  same f a n l i l y  s i n c e  i t  was b u i l t  and has been l i t t l e  
changed. It r e t a i n s  a lmos t  a l l  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  decorat:icrn and p a i n t  f i n i s h e s .  Df pa r t : i cu la r  
v a l u e  i s  t h e  s r . l rv iva l  of  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  account  books f rom 1849 
t o  lf36.1, wh ich  inc lcrde,  among o t h e r  %h:ings d e t a i l e d  i n f o r t n a t i o n  
about  t h e  provenance of  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
t h e  dwcl  l i n e  ho~ l se .  

See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally C] statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria UA B OC D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) =A B C C] D E F C] G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Si nificance 
1856-1#65 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person ArchitectlBuilder 
N,/A John -1 rler) 

Jawn-r W- H-n+er! 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The pr inc : ipa l  bu i ld in13  a t  B t i r ' l i n g  i s  an imposing b r i c k  
~p l .a r i ta t ion  house i n  thc? Federa l  arid Greek Rev i va l  sityLes 
cunrs t r~ lc ted .jc.~st p r i o r  . to t h e  C i v i l  War i n  Bpo tsy l van ia  Co~ ln t y ,  
V i r g i n i a .  I:r:rmpleted 1.n 18br:l by  John l , i o l l ad~+y ,  a  weal thy  
landowner arid farmer,  t h e  t i o ~ ~ s e  arid i t s  dependencies represen.t a 
f u l l  and f i n a l  ei,:pres$sion o f  t h ~ ?  l o n g  t r a d i t i o r ' ~  o f  'Tidewwte!r 
V i r g i n i a  p l a r i t a t i o n  a r c h i . t e c t u r e  r o o t e d  i n  an a r g r i c u l  t u r a l  
ecoriolny, bat+ecl 1::117 :il.ave?ry, , that  was 'to be swc3pt away . f~~ rE+ve r  ttlt!! 
year a f t e r  S t i r l i n g  was completed. S t i r l i r i g  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  r iot  
ori1.y f o r  the s t e r n  cor lservat ism of  i t e  des ign  and t h e  
arrangemen,t o f  i t s  depericlencie%, two o f  which remain s tand ing  , 
b u t  a l s o  fur two o the r  reasons. F i r s t l y ,  t h e  house has remained 
i n  owner-ship o f  t h c  h ~ . ~ i l d ~ w - ' ~ j  f a m i l y  t o  t h e  p resen t  day and 
r e . t a i n s  it!:; i n t e r i u r  deco ra t i on  v i r t u a l l y  unchanged ,frofli t h e  
t i m e  o f  i t s  cof l ip let ion.  Secondly, t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  account books 
f o r  Z:tirl.ing f rom 1849 t o  1Ubl a l s o  su rv i vo .  They i r~c l .nde ,  
among niucti o the r  impo r tan t  i n f o r m a t i o n  about p l a n t a t i o n  l i f e ,  
r le ta i  l e d  e n t r i e s  f c r r  t h e  c o n s t r ~ ~ c t i o r i  of tht? d w e l l i r ~ g  hou!3t=, 
t h e  provenance and c o s t  of t h e  b ~ ~ i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  arid t h e  
i d e n t i t y  and wages of t h e  people  who b u : i l t  i t . 'This c:nmbination 
KIT. l i t t l e  changed b u i  l d i n g s  and d e t a i  1  ed p r imary  s o ~ ~ r c e  
docnmentatiori i s  a  r a r e  and wonderfu l  combiriaticrn and rep resen ts  
a  v a l ~ l a b l e  resource  f o r  t h e  s t ~ i d y  o f  V i r i g n i a ' s  m a t e r i a l  c u l t i i r e  
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

See continuation sheet 



9. Major Blbllographlcal References 

Hol laday,  John. S t i r l i n g  P lan t ,a t ion  Account Nooks L 1849-1061 
U n p ~ ~ b l i s h e d  manuscr ip t  volumes. M r .  and Mrs. C a r r o l l  kiayden, 
S t i r l i n g ,  Route 3, Hox 1143, F reder lcksburg ,  Va., 22401. 

Johnson, C l  i + t n n .  R a . t t l g r o ~ ~ n d  -- f i d v e n t ~ ~ r e s .  Noston and New York, 
ibiol.tgt~torr M i ? ? l i n  Co., 1'715. Chapter X V ,  "'The L . i t t l e  Rebel" .  (An 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  dauqhtr?r of Capt. Jamas S. ' r~ t rner  C.Ei.4. o f  
Fredel-ick:sburg, Va., c o n t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  about her  f l . i g h t  
from F rede r i cksbu rg  t o  S t i r l : i n g  i n  December, 1862.) 

IYansSield, James Lu ther .  A H i s t o r y  0.f t f a r l  y S~p_t=d.vania. 
Orange, V i r g i n i a ,  I3reen P ~ l h l i n h e r s ,  Inc .  , 1'777. 

0 ,\ - 2 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
npreliminary determination-of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested . . .. ..,, 

C]previously listed in the National Register 
Opreviously determined eligible by the National Register 
ndesignated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey # HABSI (1957) 

q recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
State historic preservation office 

q Other State agency 
Federal agency 

q Local government 
q University 

Other 
Specify repository: 
St i r l ins .  Havden familv e e s .  

a n d  V A  D i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  1 , ; l n b m a r k s  
10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 13.7645 acres 

UTM References 
AM l 2 h . h ~ d  W I nI 71 nl 

Zone Easting Northing 
B L L X  

Zone &ng 
al- 

Northing 

C (218101318101  1 4 1 2 1 2 1 8 1 4 1 6 1 0 1  D 121 81 0 1  71 01 0 1  141 21 21 81 41 61 01 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
'The boundary o f  t h e  13.7645 acre:: i s  t h e  boundary forlned by 
Parce l  A (5 acres)  and Parce l  B (0.7645 acres)  shown on t h e  
accopmpar.~y:ing p:La,ts e n t i t l e d  P:Lat o.f S ~ l r v e y  , Parce:L 4, S t i r 1  i n g  
P l a n t a t i o n ,  Feb. 2, 1984 and P l a t  o f  Suvey, Parce l  B, S t i r l i n g  
Plantat: ion, Febr-uary 2, 1984. 

'See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The 15.7645 acre  boundary f o r  S t i r l i n g  i s  contiguocls w i t h  t h e  
: I r ~ t e r s t a t e  95 r i g h t  of way or.) t h e  eas t ,  County Route 60'7 on t h e  
south and i n r l ~ ~ d e s  a l  1  t h e  e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c  bui. lding&',"%dip u c t u r e s  
known a r c h e o l l : ~ y i c a l  s i t e s  f o r  .the wc+.;av:ing h o ~ ~ s e  and t h r e e  s l ave  
cab ins,  t h e  graveyard,  and t h e  garden and 1 e l d s . a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  d see contlnuatlon sheet 
house. 

11. Form Prepared By 
nameltitle W. Brown MrtOn 111, Assistant Professor 
organization Mary Washineon C0Ueqe date January 11, 1988 
street & number 1301 C 0 l l e ~ e  Avenue telephone (703) 899-4108 
city or town Frd~ri&&ura state VA zip code22401-5358 
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fir c ti i t t.Ah!~:~$iA 1,11,, A!4iJ1y&s, 

From 1941 t o  1904 S t i r l i n g  comprised 102.80 acres. I n  1904, two 
parce ls  compris ing 13.7h4S acres and i nc l ud i ng  t h e  su r v i v i ng  
t i i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  were deeded t o  the  present owner. Th is  
nominatj.ori r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  13.7645 acre proper ty ,  a l t h o ~ l g h  an 
eddi t i o n a l  84.12 acres were a l so  deeded t o  the  owner i n  1987. 

The constrrrc.ti.e)n r:~f t h e  main house a t  S't: ir l .  i n g  can bu f 01 lowed 
from the  e n t r i e s  i n  John Wolladay's p l a n t a t i o n  account books. 
'The vo l~.~me cover ing t h e  pe r iod  March 15, 1854 t o  Dec:ember 3 1 ,  
105B i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  1056 he began assembling mate r ia l  f a r  
cons t ruc t i ng  t h e  main house i a t  S t i r 1  j.ng. On J u l y  2.0, ~ t r l c l k w  t h e  
heading "Plan): purchast a t  W i l l i s i s  8c Ca. M i l l " ,  he entered, "To 
2 l od~?s  2,000 ,feet 5:20.00." nri fii.qust 2111 he y~i~rchased one load 
of 1000 f e e t  from W i l l i s  f o r  $10.00. I-.It? cont inued t o  purchase 
lumber f run1 W i  l l i s i m c l  Go. and ,from Wc+zard and Cu. througho~..~t 
1857 and 11350. fhlso i n  1056 he noted, "Stop work i n  b r i ckya rd  4 
A L I ~ L I S ~  and on November 8, , "SG!ttled w i t h  Frank Culnbs f o r  making 
b r i ck . .  . pa id  i n  f~111." John t io l laday employed h i s  young 
r i ep t )~?~ ,  l'avener i- iol l  aday, as c:hief ca rp~?r i te r  f u r  t h e  p ro j ec t .  
Rn en t ry  ,for 11-357 f o r  'ravc?ner t lol l aday s ta tes ,  "Commenc:e worl:: 
i h t h  Mi~rch makl.ng sasl-I. " On f i p r i l  20, 1858, 'The en t r y  appears, 
"Commentre worb:: uri b ~ t i  1 d ing  ," ori Beptember- 30, "cash pa id  ,for 
s l a t e  *:2:i:.:.B13", on Uct.oher 3, "TCJ malring s l a t i n g  hammer $ .75." 
Th is  en t r y  i s  one oC many t h a t  r e f e r s  t o  the  t h r i v i n g  
bl61cksm:ithirig bu%in13ss t t i 61 ' t  John tinllaclay orgarii.zed t o  serve the  
needm of  h i s  own p l a n t a t i o n  and a l so  hit; neighbors. Ry Oct,ober 
9-: 1857 t h e  hr:n..~:ie was s ~ l f f i c i e n t l y  ~indel- rcru+ t o  comnlerice wcrrk 
on t he  in ter ic :~r ,  fur on t h a t  date f l o o r i n g  was purchased from a 
c t?r ta in  M r .  Clolen~eri ,fur $ 1 h L J n l S r  P r ~ v i o ~ ~ s l y  ' that m c ~ r i t t i  pa i n t ,  
varnish, p l as te re i ng  and mantles had been bought. Hy 1860 an 
en t ry  e ~ t ~ ~ ~ t ~ ? s ,  "Cash pa id  f o r  b u i l d i n g  house t.~:, 't,hl!; 
date.. . $2,714.79. 

The harrse t,hat John i.4olladay cnnstrrrcted, a massivt? blp'ick 
residence 5h fe;c>t: long and 36 f e e t  deep, has changed l i t t l e  
s ince  he f i n i s h e d  it. I n  p l an  and e l eva t i on  S t i r l i n g  i s  
s t r o n g l y  ran ted i n  the  .l istc?-Georgian and Federal t r a d l  t l o n  of 
Tidewater V i r g i n i a .  It i s  a +ivm bay, two s t o r y ,  b r i c k  tioi.ise 
over a [high r a i sed  bask31nent. It tias a h i p  roo.f end f u ~ l r  i n t e r i n r  
end chimneys. The i n t e r i o r  p lan  has a wide c e n t r a l  h a l l  w i t h  
two roome on each side. 'The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  de ta i l .  o f  the? house, 
however, i s  l a r g e l y  Gret+!k Revival  i n  s t y l e .  The oxtreme 
~::un~ervat:ism o f  i.ke de!%igri niekes St,:i r l  i n g  chppear , at: , f i r s t  
~~EII.IF:M, ,1:1:3 b m  # a t  1taa1ntt a gwf'l(i+ratir;ir? w ~ r l i c d r  khan its actua l  
i a t e .  One poss ib le  explana.tiori f u r  t h i s  can be .Found i n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i t  was b u i l t  by a man born i n  1799, who was 59 when he 
commel-iced the  house and whnse w i fe ,  borri i n  1790, was 70 when 
the  house was completed. 
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The hoi.~$m i s  laic1 LIP j.n colnflron bond w i t h  s l i g h t l y  overs ized  r e d  
l:1ricl.::!3 n~esstrr ing 8 J./2 " ,: 4 1/8" :( 3 1/4".  'The nand and l i m e  
rnortar J o i n t s  vary  f rom 1 / 4 "  t o  1/2". 'There i s  a  s l i g h t  change 
i n  bricl.:: cnl.or a b w e  t,I..i~? f i r s t ,  f loor .S'he house c a r r i e s  no water 
t a b l e  o r  b e l t  course. 

Ttir+ window bays have sandstone s i l l s .  The window bays o f  t h e  
r i i i s e d  basement have l i n t e l s  of a  s i n g l e  row o f  headers s e t  
v e r t i c a l l y  w i t h  nu  sp lay .  Those 04 t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  
ti~ivc.? a1 1  stre'tc:her' 1  j.r~.t.el% s e t  ho r i zon tm l  1  y. The basement 
wiriduws have t h r e e  over t h r e e  double hung sash s e t  i n  narrow 
waodc?n .fran~esi. "The f i r s t ,  and second , f l oo r  windowsj have s i x  over 
s i x  pane double tir.lng sneh. 

6 wooden entab1atir1-e i n  t h e  'ri.tm%cari c~ rde r  ampports t h e  sha l l ow  
hi.p roo f  covered i n  s l a t e .  'The?re a r e  two i : )a i rs  oC i n t e r i o r  and 
chimneys, one3 [ ? a i r  a t  t t i ~ ?  eaciit end antJ one p a i r  a t  t h e  west end 
r ~ f  t h e  hol,.(c3e. 

The present  e?nt:rarice porches on bo th  p r i n c i p a l  ( n o r t h  and s o ~ ~ t h )  
e leva t j .  on:; wc?re c:on!s,truc:ted cia. 191.2, r!?ap:lacj.rig e a r l  lwr porchas. . . [he p resen t  porctie5 have t . ~ r i c k  p i e r s  srry~port ir i r j  ZI one s t o r y  wood 
purct i  w i t h  ~3leritJc?1*~ pairecl  column!$ i n  'the! "rr.~!s:,cciri orcler. ' rh~? 
por"l::hrrs a r e  t h o  wiulth c3.f t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l .  A ~ ; m a l l e r  w13ot:len 
porch on t h e  we%t e l e v a t i o n  l eads  t o  t h e  nor thwes t  chamber on 
the+ , ? i r s , t  . f l oo r .  One remal.ri ing cham.fered porch  pos t  s ~ ~ g g e s t s  
tha.t thic5 !$ ids  porch  rrmy br* an o r i g i n a l  porch. Heneath t h i s  
west pc~rch  i s  t h e  en t rance  t o  thc3 r a i s e d  bast?nient. 

The main c8nt:rarice door t r ~  t h e  house i n  on 't.lie south  e l e v a t i o n .  
I n  t h e  Greek Rev i va l  s t y l e ,  t h k ?  s i x  panel en t rance  door i s  
surmouritecl try an e i g h t  pane r e c t a r ~ g u l a r  g lazed  transom and 
,flankc?d by sl:.: pant3 s i d e  l i g h t s  w i t h  a  s o l i t j  wooden panc?l i n  t h e  
lower por-.tion. The n o r t h  er.~l.:rarfcot. donr t o  the c e n t r a l  h e l l  has 
no transom o r  s i d e l i g h t s .  

The raissed basement has a c e n t r a l  h a l l  w i t h  13 1/2" b r i c k  
pa r t i t i o r i r s  sepa ra t i ng  t h e  t>al:L .From t h e  p resen t  ki tchfan and 
p a n t r y  on thcg war t  and an un f in ishmd s to rage  room on t h e  east .  
A bathroom tias been : i r i ? ~ t a l l e d  i n  room ;$t t h e  sou th  and oC t h e  
h a l l .  The Federal  s t y l o  mant le  i n  t h e  p resen t  k i t chen ,  f o r m e r l y  
~ ~ s e d  ;I% H d i n i n g  room, dat€:s f rom t.he ear : ly  19 th  cen tu ry  and, 
accord ing t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  may have bsen brought  f rom an e a r l i e r  
Hc~1.l.adciy f u n l i l y  hn~lc~e.  Lln t h e  eas t  4ilicIe c3f thh? h a l l  , a s imp le  
open s t r i n g  s t a i r ,  w i t h  a  c:lnor a t  t h e  top ,  l eads  i .~p t o  t,he f i r s t  
f l o o r .  
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'The f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  S t i r l i n g  hwr 21 wide c e n t r a l  h a l l  w i t h  t w c ~  
Ivooms orr each s ide .  There i s  a d n ~ l b l e  p a r l o r  on t h e  east  s i d e  
of t h e  h a l l ,  and on t h e  west side+, a l i b r a r y  i n  t h e  southwest 
co rner ,  and a bedroom i r i  t h e  nor thwest  co rner .  The Gre&?k 
Rev iva l  woodworl.c througho~.~'k t h e  f i r s ' t :  f ].oar i s  b o l d  and p l a i n .  
'The h a l l  and o the r  ruoins c a r r y  a besehoarcl and c h a i r  r a i l ,  b u t  
no corn ice .  'TI-te? window end door t r i m  i s  7" wicle. 'The doors  a re  
s i x  panel ,  except  f o r  t h e  s l i d i n g  double doors  between t h e  
cjra~lble parlor-!,. Thesae s l  icll.rig doors  have n i n e  pane ls  each. A l l  
c ~ f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork on t,he f i rs t .  f l o o r  has been p a i n t e d  t o  
resemble g r a i n i n g  o f  d i f f e r e n t  woods. For example?, t h o  g r a i n i n g  
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l  ~ . m i t a t e s  a dark hardwnod, whereas t.he 
g r a i n i n g  i n  t,he double p a r l o r  and t h e  l i b r c t r y  i m i t a t e s  a l i g h t e r  
c u r l y  nraplc. 'The g r a i n i n g  dates f rnm t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
ho~tse  and has been unchartgc!d. I t  % u r v i v e s  i n  e x c e l l e n t  
c o n d i t i o n  arrcl g i v e s  t h e  i n t e r i o r  s t rung  i n t e g r i t y .  The main 
s t a i r  has a t ~ t r n e d  wc~aden newel and crval hand r a i l .  There a r e  
,two baluciterrs f o r  each t r e a d  and t h e  bas lust .ers  a r e  round i n  
$aectiurt arid taper  .frc~rn bottom t o  top.  Ttie~a a r e  minrp1.e sc : ro l l s  
c h t  t h e  i:rperr r j t r i r t g  o f  math %tap  and t t i e  s t a i r  i s  enclosed 
her.teia:.h .the !;tririg w i  t1.t % i x  v~3rt i i : :al  womder~ panel  F:;. 'The mart.t.c?ls 
i n  t h e  gr-ot.~r.rcl ,?:loor rooms art? sl.thte peirrtacl t o  imit.at.e blacl;: 
cr~art:~l. E ? .  'Thfiwe art? c;ts.t p l  astE!r medal I. :i.orre i n  t h e  c e i  I. i n g  o.F t h e  
r:c?ri.tral h a l  I arid t t i e  i::lor.~ble p a r l o r s .  'I'tre w s t l  1 s  t t l r c ~ ~ t g t r ~ ~ ! t  t h e  
horrs~! a r e  ~ ) ~ i r . t t c ? d  pl.t+ste?rI 

The second ,fl.cJnr p l a n  m i r r o r s  t h e  p l a n  o f  t h e  f i r e t  f l o o r  &?:.:c:ept 
. that  t h e r s  a r e  no doors i n t~ ! r can r tec ' t i ng  t h e  rooms on ei ther-  s i d e  
o f  t h e  cantrihl. h a l l .  There a re  f o u r  l a r g e  bedrooms. A battlr.oonr 
ttaa; been added i n  t h a  s u ~ i t h  e?.'r~d af t h e  c e n t r w l  tli411. The 
deco ra t i on  o f  t h e  t h e  sec:arlcl ,Floor i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
e,:cept t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no chi i t l r  r a i l .  There i s  no s t . a i r  t o  t h e  
a t t i c  space under t h e  t i i p  rc~o.F, i n s t e a d  t h e r e  i s  a ha tch  i n  t h e  
c e i  I, incj o f  t h e  ck~rt 'kr?il h e l l  . 
Tmnrediatel y west c1.6 t h s  mairl housa i s  locatecl  t t l e  cJld \ : : i tchon.  
Thm sincake? t lou~je  i s  west and !iil i qh 'k l  y r?ur,th 13f 't:trc? i~ ra in  hourie. 
'The k i t c h e n  i s  20'.-5" l o n g  and I&"-4" deep. I t  i s  c3.f l o g  
cun.t:,rncti on, covered w i  t,ti v e r t i c a l  bc~ard  and ba t ten .  'There i s  
a l a r g e  b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  end chimney 10'--0" widc? arid 3'-CI" deep or1 
.the n o r t h  end. The kitc:herr i r  orre s t o r y  w i ' t t i  &\ gab le  roc:rf. 
There i s  one room on t h e  f i r s t  , f l oo r .  A narrow s t a i r  on t h e  
south w a l l  l ead& t o  art a t t i c  rclom. T h @ ~ e  i s  one door ancl one 
window on t h e  eas t  elevat. iort  and one door on t h e  west e l e v a t i o n .  
A mhed has batm adtJed t o  the4  e;r:ru'k,h ( jablo mnd CI,F the b u i l d i n g .  
"rhn o l d  i.tlt~::hsr'l ics p r e a s n t l y  rrn~rm~ltl and i n  a retatn o,f: 
d e t e r i n r a t i o n ,  however, i t  r e t a i n s  inost o f  i t.5 o r i  y i n a l  f e a t u r e s  
arid i s  an impo r tan t  v e r n a c ~ ~ l a l -  s t r u c t u r e .  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  from 
t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  d i ; a r i es  i f  t h e  kitchb?rr was b r r i l t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
as t h e  main house o r  i f  i t  preceded t h e  main house. 
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The rec tangu lar  smoke house i s  very nea r l y  square. It measures 
14'-6" x 19 ' -7"  and has a pyramidal r o o f .  It i!s constructed of 
wood frame w i t h  wood s id ing .  The s i d i n g  i s  p resen t l y  covered 
w i th  he:.:agonal asphal t  shingl(3s. L i k e  t h e  k i tchen,  t h e  date of 
the  smoke house i s  not  c e r t a i n  bu t  c o n s t i t ~ t t e s  a v a l ~ t a b l e  and 
l i t . t l t ?  changc4 vernac\.\l tdr s t ruc' ture.  

We%t o f  t h e  o l d  k i t chen  and on a x i s  w i t h  i t  a re  the  
archeologocal s i t e s  of t h e  o l d  weaving house and t h ree  of  four  
s lave cabins. Three of t h e  s lave  cabins were f a r  two f a m i l i e s  
w i th  a c e n t r a l  chlmney, and one was f o r  a s i n g l e  fami ly .  
Photographs e:,:ist o f  t h e  weaving h o ~ ~ s e  and one o f  t h e  s lave  
cabin chimneys. These s i t e s  are l i t t l e  disturbed. To the  no r th  
a f  thm main house and irnmedia.tely adjacent t o  the  r i g h t  o,f way 
of  I n t e r s t a t e  93 i s  t he  family graveyard surrn~tnded t ~ y  a stone 
wa l l .  The b ~ ~ i  l d ~ r s  of  G t i r l  i n q  and other membc?rs of  t h e  tin1 laday 
,Fanlily a rc  bu r ied  here. 

!:;evt?ral very l a r g e  oak t r e e s  and spet:imens o,f ornamental 
shrrrbbery remain Crom .the 17th century Lar~dscape araur~d t h e  
tiouce and ou tbu i l d ings .  

The presrmt crwnerr-; have constructecl a horse r i n g  s o ~ ~ t h w e s t  of 
t he  main house and a l a r g e  horsc? barn west of  t h e  r ing ,  both of which 
are considered non-contributing. Additional non-contributing resources include 
the frame show judging stand near the ring, two frame storage buildings and 
two cinderblock storage buildings. All of these are less than fifty years old. 
The two contributing structures are the covered well and the hog scalding kettle. 
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U.i,.~L,or i, c: a 1  -g-w~~:p"ot"n~j. 

The r i c h  supply  o f  h i s t a r i , ~  cloci.tmerits t h a t  s~.lr-vive r e l a t i n g  t n  
S t i r l  i n g  malt@ :it an es;paci.i;&ll y  utseCul. remaurce f o r  ~ tnde rs tand ing  
t h e  s o c i a l  and c?connmic: cnr\t6?.?x,t: n f  i t t i  t i m a  and p lace .  S t . i r l i n g  
was b ~ . ~ i . l t  by John Hul la t lay  (b. 1799-d. Xt380) and hi.!$ w i f e ,  
E l i z a b e t h  l..t?wis t-lol l aday  (b. 1790-(1. IEI&l+) . John I-lo1 laday was a  
farmer and l a r g e  lanclowner i n  Spa tsy l  van ie  Co~tn'ky. 'The Hol l aday  
Camily C i r s t  se t . t l ed  i n  t.he ci3unty i n  e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry .  
Before b ~ . t i l d i n g  S t i r l  i n g ,  Johri 1401 laday r e s i d e d  a t  a  farm known 
as Vai.t,:hall l o c a t e d  i~nrnedia te l  y  sout:.h o f  9 t . i r l . i n g  on t h e  n o r t h  
bank r3.F the+ 1Ui R i v ~ ? r "  I n  t h e  Fr-eclc?rickeburg newepaper, .the 
V i r q i r i i a  .. Hera ld  oC February 13, 1834, John Hul laday,  then  35 
years  o l d ,  adv@:rt ised Vau>:hi+ll Cor sa le ,  s t a t i n g  i n  t h e  acJ, ""The 
Suk~scr-iber, being de%i rous  o f  moving t n  t h e  wc+mt,  o f f  ,?re f a r  
%all.+ that:  v a l ~ t a b l e  t r a c t  u C  l a n d  c a l l e d  VRUXkiALL. " John 
I,lol l aday 's  br-othwr, Js\me~ H. I,4ol laday,  wro te  t h e  , fo l  l ow in l j  year 
,to t h e i r  ~ ; ia t :~?r  who had rc9rnovmd t o  Miasnir r i  , "The news papere, 
a r e  ,Fi:Llecl wi:th !-.arid f o r  Salm, ........... we havm had t:wo bad rsrop yl?at-s i n  
succession and i f .  we have two mure I d o n ' t  Know what t h e  prim 
people .................... w i l l  do, i n  t h e  o l d  dnmain." 

I n  t h e  end, ;lotin Hc~ l l aday  d i d  r lot s e l l  V a ~ ~ r : h a l l .  I,.le remained i n  
Cjp~:~tsylvi:\nl.zi Ccri.tnty, ~ u r v i v e c l  t h e  r?conumic d i f . f i c i r l t i e ? ? ~  o.F t h e  
l a t e  if33(:1'5, prospered and i n  iBSb a t  age 57 embarked on an 
amibiti.~:~~..t:i p r n j e c t  t o  t1~1 i l .d  an imposiny new house f u r  h i m s e l f ,  
h i s  w i f e  antl t h e i r  t h r e e  daughters. 'The S t i r - 1  i n g  p l a n t i r t i o n  
ii\cc:a~~rit boc>l.f%, w r i . t t en  :in ;lohn l.lollaclay'u own hi+nd, d e t a i l  'the 
aseembl i n g  a+ m r t e r i  a1 , t t ie  nalcing c3.f b r i c k ,  t h e  purchase 04 
s rch i , tec t~ . t ra l  .features3 + e ~ ~ c h  ar; a~an%els,  arid t t i h ?  h i r i n g  and 
management ~3.1: craf tsmen. Jcitiri t.iol laday h i r e d ,  as h i s  c h i d  
bt..ti l d e r  , h i s  nephew, 'Tevener W. Hol laday.  Tavrmer Hc~ l  ladny i s  
l i s t e c l  i n  t t i e  fTedc?ral censirs oC I B h O ,  t h e  year he f i n i s h e d  
working a t  ! 3 t i r l i n q ,  fits;; be in$  a  carpart tar ,  29 years  olcl, mar r ied  
and w i t h  t h r a e  sma l l  c h i l d r e n .  Ht t h a t  Cime he owned no r e a l  
est,a,te and heel a  p~!reional ee'ta't:.~;! vtrli.ted a t  $2RrJ. By c o n t r a s t ,  
John I i o l  l aday  i s  l i f j tec l  1.n t h e  same cerisire ae aged 61, a  farmer ,  
w i t h  r e a l  meitate valnscl 6k.t. :C21.,,1::lBO wnd e per%%onal ~?mtat.e nf 
:$33,7CiC1. It it+ c;3ear f rom t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  acc:onnt books t h a t  
,:John lkiul.lac:li;ry r a n  a  ve ry  pro:) f i . t :~~k~lr? b l , a c ~ : : ~ n ~ % t t i i n g  opt;!ri~tiun. 
The enact l o c a t i o n  o f  t..hm fc:ir(~e $93 n o t  presently known, a l t t i n ~ l g h  
u a r l y  clueds silricak o f  a b l~ t cks~ rn i ' t h ' s  sstiop :i~t!ei't. a t  t t i e  ti~aa'k ga te  
t o  t h e  p l a n t a t i , r ~ n .  'I'oals made f o r  t h e  c.oric~t.rnct.inn c j f  G t i r l i n g ,  
s~,tcti ae a  ':i lc+tirig tt:>r:):l f o r  t h e  r-oc~,F arE! l isitt3d. 
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One Frank Combs i s  l i s t e d  as be ing  ~1 i4 id  f o r  "ma1::ing b r i c k s "  f o r  
t,he ho~.~se on November 8, 1E156. Cc~n!atruct:ior~ began an Apri:L 20, 
lO5W and IC:v~mbs i!;; p a i d  again  orr October 1, lN150. There.Core, he 
was most p robab ly  'the nlason as wm11 'the b r i c k  maker. The 
l a s t  e n t r y  f o r  Tavener- Hol laday appears i n  1860. 

The acc;c~ur~t. boc:)l:u a1 sn 1 is-k 'the prrrchasK! o f  p a i n t s  and varn i5h  
and t h e  coat  o f  p a i n t i n g  t h e  house. The name o f  t h e  p a i n t e r  i s  
n o t  l i s t ~ ? d .  Therefore!, i t  i.?i n o t  y e t  lrrlnwri who t?ec:euted t h e  
f i n f ?  p a i n t e d  wood gaining on t h e  i n t e r i o l *  woodwnrl::. 

The ynar aCtc?r t h e  house was completed, war wae d~?cl.arc?d and ,the 
ecnmomic and s o c i a l  systenr t h a t  S t i r l  i ng represen ted  was changed 
forevmr . A!$ ,t:.l"re ba~t,t:l. es  o f  Frc?cler-:i. cL:sbl.\rg , L::harrce?l 1 ars;vi. 1 IF?, 
t h e  Wi lderness and Spo tsy l van la  C o u r t h o ~ ~ s e  raged nearby, 
St.ir-I. i n q  he~::i?!rn~? :a rc+.Firgc? f o r  bo th  c i v i l i a n s  and woundmd 
mi l i t ,a r -y .  A moving accorrrit OC 8 t i r l i n g  drnring t h e  B a t t l e  o f  
Fredmricksburq,  in Dmcember, 1862, was p~abl.icihed, i n  1913, i n  a 
c o l l e c t i o n  , EIa t t leg rour~d  Ac l ven t~~ res  5 by C l  i . f i ton Johnson. I t :  
r e l a t e s  t h e  e ~ : p e r i  ence a t  S t i r l  i n g  o,f Pliss Turner , t h e  daughter 
crf  a Cnr~,fa~:le~,-<ito c:~pt:~in ,Fin.om Fi-edericksbr,~r.~),  who ,flecl t h ~ > r e  f o r  
<? . ... r.(:et,y. 

Soma p e r t i n e n t  e>:c?rpts i n c l u d e  t h e  ,Following: 

" A fr.ierrd crY ouu.:i-,, i l r ,  H ( . ~ l l i d a y  ( s i c . ) , ,  l i v e d  e i g h t  mi . Ies  
f r t .~m torurr <:In t h a t  r e a d .  He had a  b i g  f a r m  and rvas q u i t e  a  
w e a l t h y  man b e f o r e  t h e  war .  lie m u s t  h a v e  c:~wned h u n d r e d s  o f  
s l a l / e r .  T h e i r  c a b i n s  w e r e  a l l  a round  h i s  h o u s e ,  a l m o s t  l i k e  
a  v i l l a g e , ,  and e a c h  f a m i l y  had B g a r d e n  spo t . "  

" A  gc~c~d  marly crthf?,"~~ had f l r . ~ c k e d  tr:) Nr.  H o l l i d a y ' s ,  and when 
n i g h t  came we had t o  :;Jeep anyhuhere uo c o u l d ,  1 s h a r e d  a  
~-o,:,m c ~ n ' t h  t w e l v e  o t h e r s .  We arrarrged t 3 l a n k e . t ~ ;  and q u i l t s  orr 
t h e  TJ~:,c,rr 8 0  we cc:~ul i f  l i e  s . ide  b y  ;ride,,  o n e  r i g h i t  a'l;'tor. t h o  
o t h e r  ." 
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"We d i d n ' t  have  p i l low:;  t h a t  n i g h t ,  and rue t i p p e d  c h a i r s  
cl(:,rurr :?I:> .the b a c k s  ruould s l a n t  up fctr u s  t o  r e s t  our  h e a d s  
o r .  But a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  &re a r ranged  t h i n g s  s o  we 
ruere more , : .~~:rn~' f~ ,rr table .  Mr. Nc,.l .Ilclay's h o u s e  wa:; h e a t e d  o n l y  
h y  f i r e p l a c e s ,  and I s h a l l  never  f o r g e t  horr c o l d  i t  was 
tttr!ro i n  %.hose  d a y s  oi" e a r l y  w . in ter .  Wc? had g r e a t  f i r o s , .  
bur yi>u had t o  s i t  r i g h t  on t o p  o f  'ern t o  k e e p  worm." 

"On t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  t w e l f t h  t h e  l a d i e s  who were a t  t h e  
N o l l i d a y ' s  s c r a p e d  l i r r t ,  and I h a v e n ' t  made any s i n c e .  I 
g o t  m y  s/.rat-e c.rf making i t  t h e n ,  We c e r r t i n . l y  d i d  work h a r d ,  
I s c r a p e d  two t a b l e c l o t h a  i n t o  l i n t  w i t h  my p e n k n i f e .  
Indaecl, I s c r a p e d  r i g h t  dorun t h r o u ~ y h  my  c l o t h i n g  t o  t h e  
f l e s h ,  and I s a i d  t o  t h e  o t h e r s , ,  ' I t s  t i m e  I was d r e s s i n g  my 
own iuot~nds.'' 

"The  ne,v t  mc~rnirry , abou t  T " i ~ i ?  a ' c l a c k , ,  I r e c k o n ,  I ruas 
wak.eil b y  ' the  rep,:rrt i : r f  a cannon.  I t  shook %.he g l a s s w a r e  irr  
t h e  c h i n a  c l c r se t  t h a t  ~ t i > c > d  i n  t h e  iF(.ri>m where  we were 
s l e 6 9 p . i n g .  The gun rues i ' i r e d  try t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s  t o  anrrounce 
t h a t  t h e  L'nrikcea werpe e t t ernp t in (1  t c b  cr-crs:~ t h e  ~ ~ i v e r . "  

" A I . 1  'thc? day ,tho amtru.lence:~ barere g(:ting p a s t  h e  h o u s e  (:In 
t h e i r  way ti) , the r ~ e a r e s t  1.ai11'1:)ad s t a t i o n .  Y O U  c o u l d  hear  
the? wounded men i n  ttrc?m g r o a n i n '  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l e  away,, 
i t  h u r t  t h e  pc)i>r t h i n g s  sc> t o  .# ( . ) I t  c)ver' ,the r1:)ad. A gocld 
many o f  t h e  amtbulances s t o p p e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h a u s e  t o  have  
m e n ' s  wounds d r e s s e d , ,  a n d  some t imes  t h e  men would be  l a i d  
< .~nt  on the g r a s s .  Tho raga  on t h e i r  wounds g o t  so d r y  t h e y  
c h a f e d  t h e m ,  and we had t o  wash t h e  wounds and pu t  (:In c l e a n  
c.?i,rths. I d o n ' i .  know haw many sher? t s  w e  . tore  up .  '0 Lady./ 
We d o  t h a n k  you sc~ much, '  t h e y ' d  s a y  when t h e y  rvere l e a v i n g .  
They  were t a k a n  ~ i , w  m i l e s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  and s e n t  
I I t , R i t  r I TI The  s  i g h  t  cr f b  1  I:) I:, d nt a  k e B ma f a  i n t . " 

Today  Wt:irl. l.ng r-en~{iin% lir'i the clwric?r%hip o f  t h e  f o u r ~ L h  arld 
4 i . F t h  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  b ~ t i l d e r .  I t :  i s  c u r r - e n t l y  
o p e r a t e d  a% a hcrr%c+ , farm and o q ~ l ~ ! s t r i . a n  c e n t e r .  One largc? rIt:?w 
h o r s e  b a r n  arid a r i d i n g  r i n g  h a v e  beon  conotr i . t c ted  br.tt clo not ,  
er~rlanyfir  the h l . s t o r i c :  tluk l . c l i r i g %  o r  ' the? archeological %it .~?s  o+ 
t h o  s l a v e  t ~ u i l d i r i g a  aricl o t h e r  dcpcmdenc:iea wh ich  a w a i t  ,Further  
e ; k ~ ~ d y .  
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