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A L T E R E D  -MOVED ' DATE 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE 

Aildrev~s Tavern wi th  i t s  complex of  ou tbu i ld ings  is l o c a t e d  along a  count ry  road i n  r u r a l  
Spotsy lvania  County. The house i s  a  small ,  t r io-story,four-bay block b u i l t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  w i t h  a  two-story frame t a v e r n  wing added t o  t h e  n o r t h  end i n  t h e  
middle of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  

The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld ing  is b u i l t  of  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on t h e  f r o n t  
( v e s t )  and i n  th ree -cour se  American bond on t h e  ends and r e a r .  A l l  of  t h e  windorus have 
s ix-over-n ine  o r  n ine-over-n ine  sash;  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  openings a r e  embell ished wi th  
s tuccoed jack a rches  r i i t h  keystones,  while  t h e  second-f loor  windoris a l l  have rowlock 
l i n t e l s .  E a r l y  louvred  b l i n d s  wi th  o r i g i n a l  s h u t t e r  s t a y s  frame a l l  of  t h e  windows and 
doors .  E x t e r i o r  end chimneys bracket  t h e  house, and t h e  roof is  covered w i t h  s t and ing-  
seam shee t  me ta l  and has a  box co rn ice .  The p r e s e n t  cover ing  i s  a  1930s replacement  
of  a  wood-shingle r o o f ;  t h e  one-s tory  porch s h e l t e r i n g  t h e  western and sou the rn  s i d e s  
of t h e  house a l s o  d a t e s  from t h a t  period.  

The two-story frame ruing was b u i l t  s h o r t l y  be fo re  1845 t o  se rve  as  a  t a v e r n  and has no 
i n t e r i o r  communication wi th  t h e  due l l ing .  Three bays long, i t  is c l a d  w i t h  p l a i n  
weatherboards and has  a  sha l low gab le  r o o f ,  a l s o  covered w i t h  standing-seam s h e e t  me ta l .  
S ix-over-s ix  s a s h  a r e  used i n  a l l  of  the  windorus. A two-story g a l l e r y  wi th  squa re  p i e r s  
qnd a  p l a i n  b a l u s t r a d e  s t r e t c h e s  ac ross  t h e  f r o n t  and w i t h  t h e  unadorned s i d e - a n d  transom 
Light  doorway, p rov ides  t h e  only  v i s u a l  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  e x t e r i o r .  The p r e s e n t  n o r t h  
e x t e r i o r  b r i c k  chimney i s  a  modern one, r e p l a c i n g  t h r e e  e a r l i e r  chimneys. 

The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of  Andrews Tavern r e p r e s e n t s  an unusual ly  l a t e  u s e  of  t h e  1:311- 
. .par lor  plan,  a  s u r v i v a l  sometimes found i n  humbler n ine teenth-century  Piedmont houses 
but  r a r e l y  i n  a  house of such  q u a l i t y .  One e n t e r s  t h e  southern ,  o r  s m a l l e r ,  o f  t h e  two 
rooms. The c losed ,  s t r a i g h t - r u n  s t a i r s  r i s e  from t h e  back of  t h e  house t o  t h e  f r o n t  
i n  t h e  no r the rn  room, but  can  be en te red  from e i t h e r  one. The 'nor thern  room has been 
d iv ided  l o n g i t u d i n a l l y  by a  l i g h t  p a r t i t i o n ,  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  1930s, which i n t e r s e c t s  
wi th  the  o r i g i n a l  mante l  r i i t hou t  damaging i t .  

The sou the rn  room is  decora t ed  wi th  recessed-panel  wainscot ing  wi th  a  pedes t a l - type  
c h a i r  r a i l  and a  handsome mantel: This  c o n s i s t s  of symmetrical ly molded p i l a s t e r s  
suppor t ing  an e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  a  p l a i n  f r i e z e ,  e l l i p t i c a l  reeded sunburs t  p a t e r a e  i n  
t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and c e n t r a l  t a b l e t ,  and a  c o r n i c e  wi th  deeply c u t ,  s e p a r a t e  
reedings  and gouged work along t h e  f a s c i a  of  t h e  s h e l f .  On t h e  p a r t i t i o n  door remains 
a  po r t ion  of o r i g i n a l  g r a i n i n g .  

S imi l a r  wainscot ing i s  used  i n  t h e  no r th  room. The mantel  he re ,  though i n t e r s e c t e d  by 
t h c  modern ruall ,  i s  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  on both s i d e s ,  F lu t ed  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  suppor t  
an e n t a b l a t u r e  l i k e  t h a t  of t h e  south-room mante l ,  excep t  t h a t  t h e  p a t e r a e  a r e  r e c t a n -  
g u l a r  and f l u t e d ,  and diamond-shaped f r e t s  a r e  subsL i tu t ed  f o r  t h e  deep reeding  oL t h e  
co rn icc .  

The same p a t t e r n  i s  repea ted  i n  the  two u p s t a i r s  mante ls ,  aga in  wi th  t h e  p a t e r a e  and 
co rn ice  v a r i e d .  i n  t h e  south  room, t h e  pai-erae a r e  lozenge-shaped wi th  reeding  running i n  -- 
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e i r  long ax?$, acd t h e  c o r n i c c  is v e r t i c a l l y  reeded. i n  t h e  no r th  
roo,>, t h e  p a t e r a e  a r e  e l l i p t i c a l  wi.tli rceding  again  running i n  the  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e i r  
long axes,  and t h e  c o r n i c e  i s  reeded d iagona l ly .  

. , Lhe f r a z ~ c  ruing, r.ihicii has a  si~n;lc,-pile,  ccntrcil-passngi? ??an,  i s  decorated t h ~ - o ~ ~ ~ h o ; ~ t  
(see c o ~ l t i n ~ ~ a i  Lo11 :;11eet 7: 1) 
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with very plain Greelc Revival trim. The most notable feature i.s the open-string, open- 
rvell stair with its undulating sawn brackets, tvo sjqarc balusters to a tread, oval 
handrail, and fluted octagonal newel. 

Several nineteenth- and twentieth-century farm baildings survive, The most interesting 
is a one-story, board-and-batten, nineteenth-century store building with a three-La?; 
gable-end entrance. There is also a diamond-notched log building in such a dilapidated 
state that it cannot be identified. 

The ninety-five acres bging nominated provide an open, naturally bounded setting 
for Andrews Tavern and its outbuildings and comprise only a part of the large tract 
of land on r,rhich the complex is situated. 
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-INVENTION 

I Afte r  Sanuel Andrews d ied  i n  1871, Horace Camack, h i s  nephew by marr iage ,  purchased t h e  , 
proper ty  and l a t e r  became t h e  postmaster  a s  w e l l .  Andrews Tavern was s o l d  o u t  of  the  
family i n  1901, w i th  two of t h e  l a t e r  owners each hold ing  t i t l e  a t  two c l i f f c ren t  t imes. 1 

I 
It passed through a success ion  o f  owners and ~ 7 a s  purchased i n  1967 by Robert E. Taylor ,  
Sr .  and l a t e r  transferred t o  h i s  son ,  Robert E .  Taylor,  Jr. 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Andrevs Tavern is a p i c tu resque  and wel l -preserved  example of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  were 
i n ~ p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  l i f e  of a  r u r a l  community i n  t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry .  Serv ing  a t  v a r i o u s  
tirg~es a s  an o r d i n a r y ,  a  school ,  a  pos t  o f f i c e ,  a  p o l l i n g  p lace ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  r e s idence ,  
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was t h e  f o c a l  po in t  of  l o c a l  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  i t s  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  the  house,with i t s  handsome masonry d e t a i l s ,  well-executed 
vrooci:sorlc, and h a l l - p a r l o r  p l an ,  i s  a  model of  t h e  Federal-period p r o v i n c i a l  a rchi tec tur ; .  
found i n  Piedmont V i r g i n i a .  Conspicuously loca ted  ad jacen t  t o  a  county road amid a  
c l u s t e r  of o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  remains a  f a m i l i a r  landmark o f  t h e  s t i l l - r u r a l  
Spotsy lvania  County. 

The Andrews f ami ly  came t o  t h e  a r e a  i u  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  and began t o  accumulate 
iand.  John Andrews (d. 1802) i s  r epu ted  t o  have b u i l t  t h e  b r i ck  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  house, but  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ev idence  sugges ts  chat  i t  probably was e r e c t e d  by h i s  son Samuel Andrevs 
(1794-1871) soon a f t e r  he  reached h i s  m a j o r i t y  i n  1815. Samuel Andrews began t o  add t o  
h i s  landholdings when he came of  age and b u i l t  h i s  f o r t u n e  through a l i f e t i m e  of land 
t r a d i n g  and commercial ven tu res .  Sometime before  1848 (when t h e  neighborhood was f i r s t  

. 

r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  documents a s  "Andrews Taverrf', r a t h e r  t han  simply as  "Andrews") t h e  
p r o p r i e t o r  b u i l t  t h e  frame wing and began h i s  t ave rn  bus iness .  Even before  t h a t  t ime.  
a  school  had been kep t  a t  Andrews, and i t  had been used a s  a  ~ o l l i n g  p lace ,  I n  1842 a 

I 
pos t  o f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  w i t h  Samuel Andreris a s  postmaster.  It cont inued t o  

I 
I 
I 

o p e r a t e  a s  a  United S t a t e s  pos t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  1860, served  u n t i l  1865 a s  a  Confederate  
pos t  o f f i c e ,  and was d iscont inued i n  t h a t  y e a r .  It was reopened i n  1885 and f i n a l l y  ! 

c losed  i n  1917. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The acreage  comprising t h e  p rope r ty  of Andrevs Tavern i s  bounded by a  l i n e  beginning a t  
a  po in t  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 601,  1200 f e e t  from t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t c  
Routes 601 and 208;  thence extending  600 f e e t  northeastward i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e ;  thence 
extending 700 . f ee t  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  no r th  northeastward;  then  extending 400 f e e t  v e s t  
i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e ;  then roughly fo l lowing t h e  t r e e  l i n e  2 9 0 0  f e e t  t o  a  po in t  on t h e  west 
s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 601: then  fol lowinq t h e  t r e e  l i n e  and contour  l i n e s  f o r  4000 f e e t  t o  - 
t h e  po in t  of  o r i g i n .  
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