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(Chock One) I (Cheek One)
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l E S C R l 8 E  T H E  PRESENT ANDORIGINAL(if ~ o Y " )P H Y 5 1 C 4 L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Si tua ted  on S t a f f o r d  Heights  above t h e  Rappahannock River ,  Clearview, w i t h  
i t s  s c a t t e r e d  ou tbu i ld ings ,  r e t a i n s  t h e  a i r  of a working farm. Its s i t e ,  
overlooking Fredericksburg,  i s  a s t r a t e g i c  a s  w e l l  a s  a s c e n i c  one and was 
used by t h e  Union army a s  an a r t i l l e r y  p o s i t i o n  during t h e  B a t t l e  of  Freder-
icksburg i n  December, 1862. The gun p i t s  a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e .  

The dwelling house i t s e l f ,  b u i l t  l a t e  i n  t h e  e igh teen th  century ,  i s  a two-
s t o r y ,  hipped-roof,  frame-with-weatherboard bu i ld ing ,  42 by 26 f e e t ,  t o  
which an 18  by 26 foot,.one-and-one-half-story frame wing was added t o  t h e  
e a s t  i n  1918-19. The f ive-bay f r o n t  of t h e  main bu i ld ing  is p ierced  by 
t a l l  windows wi th  nine-over-nine and nine-over-six sa sh  and louvered b l i n d s .  
The second-story windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  trim wi th  p l a i n  white  l i n t e l s  
but  t h e  window frames on t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  have been a l t e r e d  t o  match those  i n  
t h e  wing. The f r o n t  doorway wi th  i t s  s i d e  and transom l i g h t s  and a s i x -
panel ,  three-panel-wide door is a product of  t h e  Greek Revival  e r a .  The 
d i s t y l e  Tuscan f r o n t  porch i s  probably another  a d d i t i o n  contemporary w i t h  
t h e  wing. 

The r e a r  has  a three-bay facade  w i t h  t h e  same type  of  doorway a s  on t h e  
f r o n t ,  bu t  w i th  double four-panel  doors  and a f u l l - l e n g t h  hexas ty l e  porch. 
A handsome modi l l i on  co rn ice  adorns t h e  eaves, and e x t e r i o r  b r i c k  end chim-
neys wi th  seven-course co rbe l l ed  caps and stepped weatherings complete t h e  
o r i g i n a l  block. 

The wing i s  two bays long w i t h  nine-over-nine window sash  and heavy frames 
dup l i ca t ing  those  i n  t h e  main b lock  as  we l l  a s  two gable-roof dormers w i t h  
s ix-over-four  sa sh  on each s l o p e  of t h e  s t e e p  gable  roof .  The roof encloses 
one of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e x t e r i o r  chimnays and has a smal l  i n t e r i o r  end chimney 
of i t s  own. 

Clearview's p lan  i s  a v a r i a t i o n  of t h e  cen te r -ha l l ,  double-p i le  plan. To 
t h e  west of t h e  passage is  a l a r g e  pa r lo r .  Behind t h i s  room i s  a sma l l e r  
chamber, one w a l l  of  which i s  formed by t h e  r e a r  wa l l  of t h e  rounded, en-
c losed  s t a i r w e l l .  To t h e  e a s t  of t h e  passage were former ly  two rooms of  
approximately equal  s i z e .  The p a r t i t i o n  has been removed, making t h i s  a r e a  
one l a r g e  d in ing  room. The wing is  a l s o  two rooms deep. 

A r i c h  s t o r e  of Federa l -per iod  trim remains i n  t h e  bui ld ing .  The pa r lo r  
conta ins  a f i n e  mantel w i t h  a b o l d l y  p ro jec t ing  s h e l f  broken o u t  over  
paneled p i l a s t e r s ,  a f re twork  co rn ice ,  and a c e n t r a l  reeded t a b l e t .  F lush  
wainscoting wi th  a baseboard and f r e t t e d  c h a i r  r a i l  c a r r i e s  around t h e  r e -
nainder of  t h e  room, a s  does a d e n t i c u l a t e d  corn ice .  

The d in ing  room corner  f i r e p l a c e s  have small  mantels  w i th  a r c h i t r a v e  su r -
rounds, p l a i n  f r i e z e  b locks ,  f r e t t e d  c o r n i c e s ,  and moulded she lves .  These 
a r e  separa ted  by a s h o r t  w a l l ,  perhaps a po r t ion  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r t i t i o n ,  
with matchboard wainscot ing and a jamb reeded i n  i m i t a t i o n  of a c l a s s i c a l  
p i e r .  P a r t  of t h e  room is wainscoted,  as  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room, w i t h  f l u s h  
boards and a f r e t t e d  c h a i r  r a i l .  The remainder has  l a t e r  matchboard shea th€  
aa inscot ing .  The four-panel ,  ra i sed-panel  doors here  have a r c h i t r a v e  frames 
and a t t r a c t i v e  H-hinges. (see con t inua t ion  s h e e t )  
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STATEMENT O F  S t G N I F I C A N C E  

Clearview, a top  one of t h e  wooded h i l l s  which surround Falmouth and ad-
jacent  Fredericksburg,  i s  an  important element i n  t h e  v i s u a l  environment 
of those  communities. The house is  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of a group of f i v e  
eighteenth-century houses which overlook t h e  two towns, and is i n  i t s e l f  
a good example of a l e s s e r  p l a n t a t i o n  house of t h e  e a r l y  republ ic .  Clear-. 
view's  use a s  a Federa l  gun emplacement during t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Fredericksburg 
i n  December, 1862, adds t o  i ts  h i s t o r i c  value. 

O r i g i n a l l y  patented t o  Thomas Vicars  before  1748, and then  i n  t h e  possessior  
of t h e  Dodd, Dixon and Lawson fami l i e s ,  t h e  proper ty  was s o l d  by Gaven 
Lawson i n  June, 1786, t o  Andrew Buchanan, a major i n  t h e  Carol ine  County 
m i l i t i a  during t h e  American Revolution and the  probable b u i l d e r  of t h e  
p resen t  house. A s e r i e s  o f  Mutual Assurance Socie ty  p o l i c i e s  ranging i n  
d a t e  from 1796 t o  1839 shows t h e  house w i t h  i t s  t h r e e  outbuildings--study,  
k i t chen ,  and meathouse. No changes occurred during t h a t  t ime except f o r  
t h e  disappearance of t h e  meathouse by 1836 and t h e  l i s t i n g  of t h e  s tudy i n  
t h e  l a t e r  p o l i c i e s  as  a "study o r  dwelling." No name f o r  t h e  e s t a t e  appears 
i n  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  o r  i n  any o t h e r  e a r l y  record.  

Andrew Buchanan d ied  b e f o r e  1805, and t h e  insurance po l i cy  w r i t t e n  i n  t h a t  
year  was i s sued  t o  Zachariah Fowler a s  guardian f o r  William Buchanan. By 
1814, W i l l i a m  James owned t h e  house which was valued a t  $3500, bu t  e i g h t  
yea r s  l a t e r  Alexander Walker was l i s t e d  a s  t h e  owner. The 1836 pol icy  was 
i ssued t o  John C. Sco t t .  "Scott" i s  a l s o  t h e  name shown on t h e  C i v i l  War 
maps of t h e  a rea .  The family of t h e  present  owner, M r s .  Michael Wallace, 
obta ined  Clearview from t h e  S c o t t s .  
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*In= n f  the C i v i l  War. New York: Thomas ~ o s e l o f f ,  1958. 
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7. In t h e  c e n t r a l  passage, t h e  wainscot wi th  i t s  f r e t t e d  c h a i r  r a i l  and t h e  
den t i cu la t ed  co rn ice  a r e  used again. Opening o f f  the  passage on t h e  west i s  
a ve ry  p l a i n ,  enclosed,  rounded l e f t - t o - r i g h t  s t a i r .  A simple mantel s i m i l a r  
t o  those  i n  t h e  d in ing  room is i n  t h e  west bedroom over t h e  l i v i n g  room. 

Ear ly  n ine teenth-century  insurance p o l i c i e s  show t h r e e  outbuildings--a s tudy 
12 by 16 f e e t ,  a 30 by 16 f o o t  k i t chen ,  and a 12-foot  square "meat house", 
respect ively--ranked from west t o  e a s t , n o r t h  of t h e  main house. These have 
a l l  disappeared,  but  a l a t e r  c o t t a g e  s tands  on t h e  foundations of t h e  s tudy,  
To the  e a s t  of t h e  house a r e  a frame, pyramidal-roofed smokehouse and a long 
equipment shed. Southeast  o f  t h e  house is another  frame outbui ld ing .  A 
board-and-batten barn,  surrounded by ea r then  gun p i t s ,  l i e s  some d i s t a n c e  t o  
t h e  e a s t  of t h i s  outbui ld ing .  
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