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D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R i G I N I \ I  ( i f  known) P H Y S l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Although the or ig ina l  acreage I has been : reduced to  ninety- 
four the s i t e  of Washington's boyhood home r e t a in s  i t s  ru ra l  s e t t i n g  on th  
Rappahannock. A l l  ves t iges  of the co lonia l  farm, with the exception of 

%the old road leading t o  the ferry,  have been eradicated although a s t r u c t u - e  
reputed t o  be Washington's surveying o f f i c e  remains. The present build in,;^, 
consis t ing of a l a t e  nineteenth century f a n  house, a smokehouse, barns 
and miscellaneous buildings,  a r e  of a much l a t e r  vintage.  With i t s  
picturesque s e t t i n g  and archaeological po ten t ia l ,  Ferry Farm remains a s  an 
eminent s i t e  i n  commemorating the l i f e  and accomplishments of President 
Washington. 

The building t r ad i t i ona l ly  designated a s  George Washington's 
surveying o f f i ce  stands near the edge of the  bluff  above the bottom lands 
of the Rappahannock River, some twenty f e e t  t o  the south of the s i t e  where 
Washington's mother's house is reputed to have stood. The t iny frame 
building measures approximately 13' x 12 ' ,  and has i t s  s i l l  r e s t i ng  direct l ,ym 
on loose stones.  The building was or ig ina l ly  free-standing, but a 
modern s t ruc tu re  was placed against  i t s  west wall  sometime pr ior  to  the 
1930's. This building has since been removed. The "office" i s  covered 
by a s teep gable roof and has one ex te r ior  end chimney l a id  i n  common bond, 
L i t t l e  o r ig ina l  f ab r i c  remains v i s ib l e ;  the clapboarding, roof shingles ,  
window sash, door, chimney cap, and f loor ing a r e  a l l  modern. The frame, 
roof s t ruc ture ,  and chimney breast  a r e  o r ig ina l ,  but there i s  l i t t l e  to  
indicate  t ha t  t h i s  mater ia l  i s  of colonial  or igin .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Wrapped i n  the h i s tory  and lore  of George washington's 
boyhood days, the remnants of Ferry Farm remain s i tua ted  on the bank of the 
Rappahannock River overlooking Fredericksburg. Although born a t  Wakefield 
in  Westmoreland County and more often associated with h i s  l a t e r  home a t  
Mount Vernon, Washington spent h i s  formative years on t h i s  land. Here a l so  
legend merges with f ac t ,  and i t  is said  the s t o r i e s  of the cu t t i ng  of the 
cherry t r ee  by the youthful George and h i s  l a t e r  f e a t  of throwing a Spanish 
do l l a r  across the r i ve r  was enacted here. 

Washington was born on Pope's Creek, Westmoreland County, 
i n  1732, the son of Augustine and Mary Ball  Washington. Shortly before h i s  
seventh birthday he had moved with h i s  family t o  Ferry Farm which h i s  fz ther  
had purchased i n  the F a l l  of 1738. This property, consis t ing of approxi- 
mately 280 acres ,  had or ig ina l ly  belonged to  William Strother who had died 
there i n  1732/33. S t ro ther ' s  widow inherited the farm and i n  1738 offered 
i t  fo r  s a l e ,  describing the land a s  "lying about 2 miles below the Fa l l s  of 
Rappahannock, c lose  on the River s ide ,  with a very handsome Dwelling house, 
three s to re  houses; several  other convenient out houses, and a Ferry ....I1 

By 1 December, 1738 Augustine Washington had moved t o  
Ferry Farm and was enlarging h i s  holdings there  with an addi t iona l  purchase 
of 300 acres.  He was t o  l i v e  here u n t i l  h i s  death on 12 August, 1743. I n  
h i s  w i l l  he l e f t  h i s  son George "the lad I now l i v e  on which I purchased of 
the Executors of M r .  Wm. St rother  deceased. . . ." A t  the time of h i s  
death the main dwelling house consisted of seven rooms, described as  "the 

1 1 "Hall Back Room," "Parlour," "Back Room," "Passage," "Hall Chamber, " 

l and 
"Parlour Chamber," leading t o  the conjecture that it was an one-and-a- 

half  s to ry  house with a s ide-ha l l  plan. 
Under the care of h i s  widowed mother. Washington grew up 

here on the banks of the Rappahannock. A s  he approached manhood, he spent 
more and more time away, of ten staying with h i s  e lde r  half-brother ,  
Lawrence Washington a t  Mount Vernon. Nevertheless, he owned the property. 
and continucd t o  v i s i t  h i s  mother there. 

By the 1770's Yary Ball  Washington was growing old and, 
probably hastcncd by the ' loss  of the main house through f i r e ,  moved in to  
Frcdcriclcsburg t o  a small house adjacent t o  ICenrnore, the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Ficlding Lewis. On 13 September, 1771 Washineton surveyed 
l i i r ;  lloldings thcrc and i n  October, 1772, offcred the propcrty f o r  s a l e  or  
rcnt .  I t  was described a s  having "one of the mosf agrecable , s i tua t ions  
fo r  a house tha t  i s  to  be found on the whole r iver . "  

Sometime bctwecn 1772 and 1776 the farm was soid t o  
Doctor Hugh Mercer, a Brigadier General who was k i l l e d  a t  the Bat t le  of 
Princeton on 1777, leaving a w i l l  t ha t  documented h i s  purchase. Members 
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of Nercer's family owned the property u n t i l  1826 when it was offered for  s a l e .  
A t  that  time Mercer's son pointed out "The 'iand was purchased...from Gen. 
Washington, who resided some years of h i s  ear ly  l i f e  on the es ta te - -a l tho l  
not the nat ive spot of t h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  man, y e t  he was i n  par t  reared upon 
i t - -an in te res t ing  f a c t  which gives some degrees of i n t e r e s t  to  the e s t a t e ,  
and somewhat consecrates the so i l . "  
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