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1. Name of Property 

hstoricname - Conway House 

orher nameslslte number Conway, Moncure Daniel, House, VDHR #089-0067-003 1 
2. Location 
street & number 305 Kmg Street not for publication N I A -  

city or town Falmouth vicinity - .- 

state Virginia code VA county Stafford code 179 Zip 2 2 4 0 5 -  - 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
As the designated authonty under the Nabonal hstonc Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby cahfythat thLs- 
nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFRPart 60. In 
my opinion, the property -X- meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommendthat this ppa 'Ybe  ... 
c o n s i d ~ t . n a t i o n a l l y  - statewide -X- locally. ( A See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

- . - 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
state or bedmd agency and Llunau 

In my opinion, the property - meets - does not meet the National Register criteria. ( A See continuation sheet for 
additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

3. National Park Service Certification - 
1, hereby cert@ that h s  property is: 

- entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. - 

- determined eligible for the 
National Register Signature of Keeper 

- See continuation sheet. 

- determined not eligble for the National Register 

- removed t o m  the National Register Date of Action 

- other (explain): 
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3. Classifcation - 
Ownenhip of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

- X- private 
- public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- X- building(s) 
- district 
- site 
- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 - - - 0 - buildings 
0 -- 0 sites - - 
0 -- 0 structures - - 
0 - - - 0 - objects 
1 - - 0 Total - -- 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register -0 - 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

NIA - 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter cateeones fiom mstruct~ons) 

cat: D O M E S T I C  
- 

Sub: -single-dwelling 

.- 

Current Functions (Enter categories fiom instructions) 
Cat: -DOMESTIC Sub: s i n g l e - d w e l l i n g  

- ~-*. 
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7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categones kom msmchons) 

E A R L Y  REPUBLIC: Federal 

Materials (Enter categories 6om instructions) 
foundation -BRICK 
roof - STONE: Slate 
walls - BRICK 

other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and cment condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Signf~cance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "xu m one or more boxes for the cntena quallfylng the property for N a n d  
Reester listing) 

- A Property is associated with events that have made a sigruficant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons sipticant in our past. 
-x- c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

-D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield dormation important in prehistory or hstory. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark " X  in all the boxes that apply.) 

- A owned by a religious institution or used for religous purposes. 

- B removed 6om its origmal location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- E a reconstructed budding, object or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved sipticance within the past SO years 
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Areas of Significance (Enter categones t o m  umucttons) 
ARCHITECTURE - 

Period of Significance - -1807 

Significant Dates -1807- 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Afffiation NIA 

ArchitectlBuilder UNKNOWN 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the sigdcance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

P. Maior Biblioeraohicai References - .  
mhography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing tb~s  form on one or more continuation sheets.) . . 
Previous documentation on ffie (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
- previously Listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark - recorded by Kstoric American Buildmgs Survey # 

recorded by Historic American E n g m e e ~ g  Record # 
G a r y  Location of Additional Data 
- X- State Historic Preservation Ofice 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 

Local government 
- University 
- X- other 
Name ofrepositoy: 

10. Geoeraohical Data - .  
Acreage of Property -2.5636- 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 -18128426014244125- 2 
3-- 4--- 
- See continuation sheet. 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a conttnuaoon sheet ) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

narreltitle: Norman L. and Lenetta F. Schools 

Organization: date-March 10,2003 

street & number. -305 King Street telephone-(540) 3684464 

city or town- Falmouth state-VA- zip code -22405 

Additional Documentation 
'Subnut the followmg Items with the completed tom: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete k s  item at the request of the SWO or FPO ) 
name - Normal L. Schools and Lenetta F Schools 

street & number- 305 King Street telephone-(540) 368-0464 

city or town Falmouth state-VA- zip code 

---- -- - - --- 
Papelwork Reduction A d  Statement: Tbk information is being collected for applienions to the National Regisler of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility far listing, to list p p t i e s ,  and to amend existing listings. Response to thir request is required to obtain a 
h e t i t  in accordance withthe National Historic b e d o n  Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et scq.). 
Estimnthd B d e n  Statement: h b l i s  reporting burden far thir form is estimated to average 18.1 hours p a  response including the t h e  for rsnnulng 
instNctiQm. eatherhe andmahkine  dafh andcomlctineand~vinvin~theform. Directcmentsregmdingthis burden estimate a any aspect ofthis .- . -  
fmnlorl~e Cluer: .&msmalve ~ ~ c e s  ~ t v l s t c n  Nauonnl Park ~ e r n ; ~ ~ . ~ .  Box 37127. ~'ashJngtohtc 26013-7127.andihe0fficeonlanagrnrm 
md Budpe~  Paperwork Reduflwns Rolccr (1024-0018). Washmgmm DC 20503 
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SUMMARY PARAGRAPH 

The Conway House at 305 King Street in the Falmouth Historic District, Stafford County, Virginia, is a 
Federal-style residence built in 1807. It is located in the extreme southwest comer of its 2.5-acre rectangular 
tract of land near the banks of the Rappahannock River. Made of brick, the large, two-story, five-bay residence 
with its full basement, side-gable slate roof, brick interior-end chimneys, and intricate details reflects the 
prosperity of its original merchant owner and the port of Falmouth during the early nineteenth century. The 
interior of the house is laid out in a modified central-hall plan with an L-shaped form created by its unusual 
flounder-form east end. Although it has changed ownership many times, the Conway House has not undergone 
any drastic alterations to either its exterior or its interior. It remains in excellent condition today with much of 
its original fabric and Federal-style details intact. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Conway House is located only 18 feet from its southem property line and 14.4 feet from its western 
property line in one comer of a 2.5636-acre tract of land. King Street lies to the south and provides the front 
boundary of the property. Approximately two thirds of the distance to the rear of the property are terraces and a 
slope rising to the heights of the surrounding area. There is a driveway to the east of the residence that ends 
with a circle that adjoins a parking area behind the house. A stone wall begins at the southwest comer of the 
property and runs along King Street approximately 158 feet. From here a wooden fence continues to the 
southeast comer of the property. The wooden fence makes a right angle turn and continues along Rowser Road 
to the point where the terraces begin. The rear property line is bounded by Carter Street and enclosed with a 
wooden fence. 

South Elevation 
The south elevation of the Conway House is the facade of the residence, facing King Street and the 
Rappahannock River. It is a symmetrical, two-story, brick facade of five bays over a full basement. It has a 
centrally located double-door entrance with limestone steps leading from the ground up to this main entrance, a 
slate roof, r;ld brick interior-end chimneys. Across the front extends a corbeled brick cornice, and on the 
facade, the bricks are laid in decorative Flemish bond. 

There are six small windows on the basement level of the south elevation. They flank the stairway leading to 
the front door, three on each side, and follow the strict symmetry of the facade. The widows each consist of two 
lights placed horizontally under infilled brick arches. These fenestrations are replacements. On the ground 
level surrounding the steps and fanning outwards from the facade of the house is a small brick courtyard laid in 
a herringbone pattern. There are six centrally located limestone steps that lead to a wider stoop area for access 
to the front door. The bottom step is longer, ending in decorative curved volutes. A wrought- iron boot scraper 
flanked each end of the bottom step, however only one is remaining on the left side of the step. On each front 
comer of the stoop is a small cast-iron urn. 

The first floor of the house on the south elevation has four double-hung sash windows placed in pairs flanking 
the centrally located doorway. These windows have large nine-over-nine lights, thin muntins, brick jack arches, 
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wooden sills, and wooden shutters. Attached to the brick facade are the iron shutter dogs. The front doorway 
has a limestone sill, wooden five-paneled double doors, and a semicircular fanlight topped by a brick arch. The 
arch reveal is decorated with raised 9anels. The current double doors are not original to the house; they were 
replaced after the Civil war.' 

There are five double-hung sash windows on the second story identical to those on the first with the exception 
of six-over-nine lights. These second-story bays match the vertical placement of the bays on the first story. 

Flanked by parapet gable ends, the roof is slate and features snow guards located near the eaves. There are 
copper gutters attached to the eaves that run into down spouts located at each comer of the facade and each 
comer of the rear elevation. A pair of tall interior-end chimneys with corbelled caps are located on the west 
side of the house. A single interior-end chimney on the east side has a shorter, simpler stack. 

East Elevation 
The east elevation of the house has an unusual appearance. Laid in three-course American bond with an 
interior-end chimney extending above the slope of the roof, this elevation is separated into two distinct parts 
including a flounder-form section that projects from the east wall of the house for twenty-two feet, with an inset 
to a full gable-roofed main section of the house. 

Because of the flounder, there is an eighteen-foot by nineteen-foot space creating a protrusion of the "L" at the 
rear of the house. The gap is now partially filled with a late one-story wooden porch on a concrete block 
foundation that extends from the north wall approximately six feet. The top of the porch serves as a deck 
surrounded by a wooden railing. 

The one hay of the elevation is located on the inset wall of the east elevation. There is one bay each on the first, 
second, and attic stories that line up vertically and are positioned eight inches from the inside edge of the wall. 
The first-story bay is a doorway located in a small enclosed area of the porch (about six feet by seven feet) clad 
with weatherboards. The door is wcuden. This is a late enclosure containing the mechanical room. The first- 
story doorway was originally located to the right of the mechanical room, and directly in the brick wall of the 
east elevation but has been infilled with concrete block and later brickwork. Partial evidence remains of a brick 
jack arch over this entrance. The second-story bay is a doorway leading to the porch's upper deck. The attic 
bay is a modest six-over-six double-hung sash window with thin muntins and a brick jack arch. 

From this elevation, one can see that the gable roof line is broken over this space. The roofline peaks at the 
ridge and begins to descend to the north side of the house, but is cut off after a stretch of approximately four 
feet along the slope. The brickwork along the gable slope of the roof forms a parapet. This brickwork is 
interrupted by the interior-end chimney and is extended until the gable is cut. The parapet is not continued on 
the descending slope of the inset wall nf the east elevation. 

North Elevation 
The asymmetrical four-bay elevation is laid mostly in three-course American bond. A section in the middle of 
this elevation has been repaired and the bricks have been re-laid in an all stretcher bond.2 This elevation is 
separated into two distinct sections echoing the L-shaped form. The nineteen-foot-wide east side of the north 
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elevation is recessed about eighteen feet back from the plain of the thirty-one-foot-wide west side. The gable 
roof is cut out over the east side of the north elevation. 

On the ground level, there is a centrally located brick stairway with a brick paved walkway leading away from 
the house. At the base of these stairs rests two cast-iron urns similar to those on the south elevation. To the 
west of the stairs is a gable-roofed access to the basement. This brick appendage, which is approximately five 
feet by six feet and ten inches, is laid in all stretcher bond and covered by an asphalt roof. It has wooden double 
doors with a wooden surround. An electric lantern is over the center of the door. This same brick appendage is 
flanked on either side by a small basement window, like those on the south elevation, with the exception that 
the one on the left side has been infilled with brick and cement blocks. To the extreme east in the recessed 
portion of the elevation is another access to the basement that has been blocked off with cement b ~ o c k s . ~  

The first floor of the north elevation contains a central doorway with two evenly spaced windows to the west, 
and one window and a porch on the recessed east side. All three windows are nine-over-nine double-hung 
sashes with large lights, thin muntins and jack arches. On the east side of the recessed north elevation the 
window is centrally located. Original paneled reveals frame the doorway, with its original matching paneled 
wooden double doors. There is a brass knocker on the right door. Directly above the jack arch surmounting the 
doorway is a copper and glass electric lantern. The porch, to the east of the door, is a small open one-story 
wooden porch with an enclosed weatherboard area west of the window. This porch has two chamfered square 
posts supporting the upper story. The veranda of the small porch has a simple railing around it, decorated with 
braces in an "X" pattern. 

The second story of the north elevation contains four bays, which line up vertically with their first-story 
counterparts. The bay above the door has been filled in with brick. The original brick jack arch of this bay 
remains. 

Since the roof of the east end of the north elevation is cut out, a large attic lunette can be seen in alignment with 
the windows of the first and second stories of the recessed nurth wall. This lunette is intricately detailed with 
wooden dentils, and a brick arch surround. In the slope of the roof is a duct for the present HVAC system of the 
house. At the west edge of the north elevation there is a ta!l interior-end chimney with a corbelled cap. 

West Elevation 
The asymmetrical west elevation has four bays, two interior-end chimneys, and is laid in three-course American 
bond. A third entrance to the basement is located on this elevation at the extreme south end. Similar to the one 
on the north elevation, it measures five feet by six feet and five inches. The appendage is laid in four-course 
American bond and capped by a gable roof with asphalt shingles. The wooden double-door entrance is 
segmental-arched and sits above a wooden sill. This entrance is original to the house and served the office 
located in the basement. 

There are two bays located toward the center of the west elevation on the first floor. These two bays include a 
window to the south and a doorway to the north. The window has a double-hung sash with large nine-over-nine 
lights, thin muntins, and a brick jack arch. The doorway has a sandstone sill and original wood-paneled double 
doors and reveals. This doorway also has a decorative rectangular transom above, and a brick jack arch. 
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Currently, this doorway is missing the steps that once led up to it, serving as the entry into the servant hall of the 
house. On the wall of this elevation are appendages of the original servant bell-pull system. 

The fourth bay is located at the attic level directly under the peak of the roof. It is a large lunette, identical to 
the one on the north elevation; however, this one is missing the wooden dentil detail. Along the roofline is 
brickwork forming the parapet of the gable. This brickwork is interrupted by two tall interior-end chimneys. 

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION 
The interior is laid out in an L shaped modified central hall plan. This hall extends the length of the house and 
together with an additional room and staircase at the northwestern comer of the house form the real ell of the L- 
shaped configuration of the house. The plan has not changed, while encompassing the installation of plumbing, 
electricity, and HVAC system. Much of the interior's original fabric still exists. 

Basement 

The Conway House has a full brick basement that follows the basic plan for the first and second stories. The 
central hall extends the length of the house and measures eleven feet and six inches by thirty-seven feet. There 
are two rooms on each side of the central hall at the front of the house, each measuring seventeen feet and eight 
inches by twenty feet and six inches. There is an additional room at the rear of the house behind the west room 
measuring seventeen feet and six inches by fifteen feet and six inches, which, together with the end of the 
central hall, forms the rear ell. The basement floor is poured concrete. Because the first-floor joists are 
exposed, wiring and ductwork is apparent throughout. 

The room to the east of the basement's central hall has two small south-facing windows with two horizontally 
placed lights under infilled brick arches. Access is gained to this room through a doorway that has been 
knocked through the brick wall of the central hall and is not original. This room, used as a storage area today, 
was used as a storage area in the original plan. The natural brick surface of the interior walls of this room is 
exposed, showing no evidence that the walls have ever been whitewashed. 

The central hall of the basement has two small windows on the south wall. These .:~indows are similar to those 
in the east and southwest rooms, but are slightly smaller. The central hall now houses the owner's washer and 
dryer. Formerly, at the rear of the hall there was an interior staircase leading from the basement to the first 
floor; however, it has been removed. The interior walls of this hall are whitewashed. 

The room to the southwest of the central hall has two small south-facing windows with two horizontally placed 
lights under infilled brick arches. These windows, unlike those of the east room, are set into beveled openings 
in the brick wall. The west room has two entrances, one through an infilled arched doorway in the west wall of 
the central hall and one through the separate entrance on the west elevation. Both of these entrances are original 
to the house. In the west entrance, currently there is a space between the limestone sill et the base and the 
wooden sill of the outer door where the steps no longer exist. On the west wall of this room there is a beveled 
brick fireplace with an arched opening and limestone hearth. Above the fireplace, between the ceiling joists, a 
brick arch supports the hearth of the first floor. On the east wall of this room there is a square of plaster that 
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holds old initials. The rest of the plaster on the walls was removed exposing the original whitewash. This room 
was originally used as an office, and contains the appendage of a servant bell-pull system. 

At the rear of the basement in the northwest comer of the house is another room. This room also has two 
separate entrances, one from the west wall of the central hall and an exterior entrance from the north elevation. 
The north wall of this room has a wooden staircase leading from the interior limestone sill to the exterior 
wooden sill outside at the ground level. This entrance is the only one to the basement that is currently in use. 
Two windows flank it. The window on the north wall west of this entrance is a small window with two lights, 
set in an infilled brick arch. The window on the north wall and east of this entrance is filled in with cement 
blocks under an infilled brick arch. The entrance on the west wall of the central hall is a wooden door under an 
infilled brick arch. The west wall of this room contains a modest brick fireplace with an arched opening. This 
room is whitewashed and today is used for storage. 

First Floor 
The first-floor spaces are the most grand of the house. This floor contains a broad central hall running the 
length of the house with large rooms to the east and west. Most of the fabric on the first floor is original to the 
house with the exception of the plaster. The central hall measures eleven feet and six inches by thirty-eight feet 
and contains a staircase leading to a broad landing and the second floor. There are entrances with paneled 
wooden double doors from the north and south elevations in this hall. Above the door on the south elevation is 
a large semi-circular fanlight. On the west wall beyond the doorway to the large west room is a paneled 
elliptical-arched opening leading to a small servant hallway. The walls are plastered and painted. The original 
wooden flooring of this central hall was replaced in 1 9 9 7 . ~  Around the perimeter is a wooden baseboard and 
chair rail. In the central hall there is a thin strip of picture rail molding near the ceiling. A light fixture is 
attached to the ceiling of this hall. Another electric chandelier is attached to the ceiling of the second floor and 
lowered through the stairwell. 

The east room of the first floor measures twenty-one feet by eighteen feet and is currently used as a living room. 
The entrance is through a wooden paneled door with paneled reveals. There are three windows in this room 
with wooden molding surrounds atop inset wooden panels. Two are spaced evenly on the south wall and one is 
centrally located on the north wall. On the east wall there is a brick fireplace with stone surround and a wr,oden 
mantel with fluted columns that stand out from the wall. The walls in this room are also plastered, painted, and 
contain a chair rail and baseboard. An electric chandelier hangs from the ceiling. This room originally served 
as the formal receiving room or parlor. 

The southwest room also measures twenty-one feet by eighteen feet and contains a wood-paneled door with 
paneled reveals off the central hall. Similar to the east room, it has plastered walls with a baseboard and chair 
rail, but also contains a strip of picture rail molding near the ceiling. This molding has a decorative floral swag 
design, however, replacement molding without decoration is also present. The windows on the south and west 
walls of the room are like those in the east room with molding and paneling. Two of these windows are located 
on the south wall. The west wall contains a brick fireplace with stone surround and wooden mantel with fluted 
columns that stand out from the wall. To the north of the fireplace is the third window. The north wall of this 
room contains a secondary entrance with wood-paneled door and paneled reveals leading to the servant hallway. 
This room is used as a formal dining room today. 
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North of the dining room a servant hallway, measuring eighteen feet by six feet and six inches, leads from the 
central hall t~ an exterior door on the west elevation. This exterior double-door entrance has a decorative 
rectangular transom above it. This servant hallway provides access to a small room and contains a secondary 
staircase with landing to the second floor. The small room measures nine feet by sixteen feet and is currently 
used as a kitchen. The walls are plastered, covered in modem wallpaper, and contain a chair rail and baseboard. 
The room contains two windows on the north wall. A brick fireplace with wooden mantel is located on the west 
wall and to the right of this fireplace is an original built-in cupboard. There is currently a countertop and 
kitchen appliance area in the middle of the room and on the east wall. The flooring in the servant hallway and 
small room was replaced in 1997.' 

Second Floor 
The second floor continues with the same layout as the basement and the first floor. On the second stow. - .  

however, there is an additional small room at the front center of the house. All of the windows on the second 
floor are six-over-nine double-hung sash with large lights and thin muntins set in beveled casings surrounded by 
wooden molding. All of the flooring of the second story is original. 

The central hall is mostly taken up with the staircase and small room at the front of the house but has a wide 
landing connecting the east and west rooms. The small square room measures eleven feet and six inches, and 
today is used as a bathroom. A window is centrally located on the south wall. The west wall contains a large 
modem closet. The entrance to the room lies on the north wall, which has a wooden doorway. The east wall 
contains the toilet, sink, and bathtub. The walls of the bathroom are plastered and covered with modem 
wallpaper. In the ceiling are the access doors to the attic and an electric light fixture. This room, referred to as 
a crib room, would have served as a nursery. 

The east room on the second floor measures eighteen feet by twenty-one feet and is used as the master bedroom. 
This room is laid out exactly like the east room of the first floor, with the two evenly spaced windows on the 
south wall, tltz centrally located window on the north wall, and the fireplace with the addition of a shallow 
closet on the east wall. The fireplace has a plastered surround, a decorative wooden mantel, and a limestone 
hearth. Thp west wall contains a wood-paneled door with paneled reveals. The walls are plastered, painted, and 
have a wooden baseboard, chair rail and picture rail molding. In the center of the ceiling is a light fixture. 

The southwest room on the second floor is also laid out similar to its first-floor counterpart, but it does not have 
a third window on the west wall. It has two windows on the south wall, a wooden threshold and paneled 
doorway on the north wall, and a wood-paneled doorway with paneled reveals on the east wall. The fireplace 
on the west wall has a mantel that matches the one in the east room. Next to this fireplace is a shallow closet. 
The walls are plastered and have baseboard and chair rail around the room. A light fixture is located in the 
ceiling. This room is used currently as a guest bedroom. 

Though the doorway on the southwest room's north side is the back room of the house, connecting to the 
secondary staircase from the first-floor servant hallway. Due to the incorporation of the secondary staircase this 
north room has resulted in an L shape and measures sixteen feet and six inches by sixteen feet at its widest part. 
This room has two windows on its north wall, and a fireplace on its west wall. The fireplace is similar, with 
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matching mantel and adjacent cabinet, to the one in the butler's pantry directly below on the first floor. 
Interestingly, it has a Civil War bayonet inserted between the bricks that has not been removed. The walls are 
plastered, painted, and contain baseh~ard and chair rail molding. The ceiling holds a light fixture. This room 
now serves as an office or library and originally served as another bedroom or nanny's room. 

A double-door entry located in the ceiling of the bathroom accesses the attic, one door of which is a 
replacement. The attic area is one large room echoing the L shaped layout of the house with massive rafters 
holding the large slate roof. There are two large lunettes, one on the west wall and one on the north wall where 
the roof is not continuous. On the east wall where the roof is cut away there is a small six-over-six double-hung 
sash window with large lights and thin muntins. Its original wide flooring still exists and the space is empty 
today except for the HVAC system. Original baseboard is present except for the south wall, where it is missing. 

END NOTES 

I Conway, Moncure D., Autobiography: Memories and Experiences of Moncure Daniel Conway, vol. 1, 
(Houghton, Mifflin and Company, New York, NY, 1904), p. 356. According to Moncure Conway, the original 
front door was battered down by Union soldiers upon first entering Falmouth in 1862 

'Mr. Burley Payne, brother of Laney Payne, owner, rebuilt the comer of this area in the 1960's 
according to Mrs. William Lynn. Conversation with Mrs. Lynn on January 2003. 

'This occurred in 1997 by previous owners, Steven and Leslie Fore. 

'This occurred in 1997 by previous owners, Steven and Leslie Fore, using remilled heart pine, tongue 
and grooved flooring. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Conway House, constructed in 1807 for wealthy merchant and mill owner James Vass in the 
Rappahannock River port town of Falmouth in Stafford County, Virginia is a well-preserved example of 
Federal-style architecture. As the town's most prominent dwelling, the house presents a symmetrical front and 
an unusual flounder form at its eastern end. The house retains many of its original features and meets National 
Register Criterion C for its distinctive architecture. Later the home of author, clergyman, and abolitionist 
Moncure Daniel Conway, the dwelling was occupied by soldiers and used as a Union hospital during the Civil 
War. 

HISTORY AND HISTORIC CONTEXT 

The Conway House sits on the banks of the Rappahannock River in the Falmouth Historic District in Falmouth, 
Virginia, which was listed on the National Register in 1970. The town lies approximately one and one-quarter 
miles upriver and opposite from the center of its neighboring city of Fredericksburg. The historic district lies in 
and around a valley carved out of Stafford Heights at the falls of the river. Because of Falmouth's strategic 
location, it proved to be the furthest navigable port inland on the Rappahannock-a fact that made it prosper as 
an early American milling, trade, and manufacturing center from the mid-eighteenth century to the beginning of 
the nineteenth century. 

Although the House of Burgesses created both Fredericksburg and Falmouth with the same act of legislation in 
1727, Fredericksburg was slow to industrialize and develop as a port community. By 1758, Falmouth had 
surpassed the growth of Fredericksburg as the area's leading trading center, bringing merchants from far and 
near to the port town.' Mills, warehouses, and factories reflected the growth of the town, and nearby, . a . large 
iron foundry was established." Falmouth was also the port of entry for slaves coming into the region."' 

Falmouth's residents included merchants, millers, and manufncturers. One such entrepreneur was James Vass, 
original owner of the Conway ~ouse . ' "  Vass immigrated to Falmouth from Forres, Scotland.' He was an 
influential and upstanding citizen of the town, serving as member and chairman of many organizations, 
associations, and committees throu@out his lifetime." In addition to being a merchant of goods, Vass also 
owned a large wheat mill in town."' As a leading businessman at the peak of Falmouth's economic ... prosperity, 
Vass exhibited his success and influence by residing in the largest brick house in the town."'" It stood 
approximately 300 feet directly in front of Falmouth's docks on the flood plain of the ~ a ~ ~ a h a n n o c k . ' "  This 
massive residential structure occupied a location clearly visible to passengers and tradesmen coming into the 
town. The house, grand in material and design, reflected an affluent inhabitant, and a prosperous community. 

The Federal style of architecture was extremely popular in port cities of the eastern seaboard of the United 
States from 1780 to 1820. Federal homes were especially fashionable among wealthy merchants of those port 
citiesx The Conway House has many of the typical elements of the Federal style of architecture."' It is a brick 
two-story residence over a full basement with a symmetrical five-bay front (south) facade, slate side-gabled roof 
and interior-end chimneys. A large semi-circular fanlight and small entry porch accent its centrally located 
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doorway. Jack arches and shutters accent nine-over-nine and six-over-nine sash windcws with thin muntins. 
The bricks on this primary elevation are laid in Flemish bond. Other archetypal Federal details of the home 
include lunettes located on the north and west elevations, including one decorated with dentils. The transom 
above the north entrance contains a handsome decorative pattern created by interlacing muntins. 

Although representative of the Federal style in many respects, the Conway House features an unusual form 
called a "fl~under."~" More often seen in Alexandria, another port town forty miles to the north, the flounder 
form has part of its roof in the shape of an inclined plane giving the appearance of half a gable roof. Viewed 
from the front fa$ad.de the house appears to be a complete symmetrical, five-bay, central-hall-plan dwelling. 
However, from the east elevation half consists of a flounder and half is a rear ell, creating an L.""' 

Falmouth's prosperity declined as the Rappahannock River silted in, making the waters far too shallow for large 
ships to dock in the port town. Additionally, the first bridge was constructed crossing the Rappahannock in the 
early nineteenth century making two ports (Falmouth and Fredericksburg), one on either side of the river, 
unnecessary."" These two factors essentially put an end to the growth of the town and effectively moved the 
center of commerce across the river from Falmouth to Fredericksburg. The economic base of the town began to 
dwindle, leaving residents to move their businesses across the river. Because the area's economy was 
uncertain, residents were slow to finance grand homes such as the Conway House, which still remains grand in 
comparison to its surrounding buildings. 

Although Falmouth's growth as an important trading community had declined, the Conway House remained a 
distinguished residence for area citizens. William C. Beale, a close fnend of Vass and wealthy fellow 
merchant, next purchased the home and lived there with his newlywed wife Jane Howison for the first few years 
of their Mrs. Beale recorded that she spent five happy years in "that brick house on the bank of the 
river so shaded by trees.""" In 1838, Walker Peyton Conway purchased the property for his family.xvii W. P. 
Conway, presiding justice of the Stafford County Court for over thirty years, and his wife, Margaret Daniel 
Conway, were devout Methodists and utilized a room in their basement as a place ci.worship.xv'ii One of their 
sons, Moncure Daniel Conway, was a nineteenth-century internationally known authnr, lecturer, clergyman, and 
ah~litionist.~'" 

During the Civil War the Conway House became a Union hospital in April 1862.XX Conway gives a fascinating 
account in his autobiography as follows: 

When the Union army under General McDowell entered Falmouth.. . 
The house was left empty and locked up, the house servants remaining 
in their abode in the back. Yet as the Union soldiers were filing past a shot 
was fired from a window of the Conway House, or from a comer of its yard, 
and a soldier wounded. It was never known who fired the shot; our Negrces 
assured me that the house was locked and watched. The Union soldiers 
alarmed and enraged, battered down the doors, and, finding no one, began 
vengeance on the furniture. It happened, however, that in my mother's bedroom 
was hung a portrait of myself, and this caught the eye of a youth who had known 
























