
~ i ~ d 

10-300 
[f uly S16S1) 

STATES INTEA1OR 

NATIONAL 
I H V E N T O R Y  NOMlHATlON 

-. 
all applicable sections) 

I 1 Virg in i a  
I C O U N T Y :  1 I S t a f f o r d  t 

H P S  

MUMPER I 
E 

> >, 11. - 

Palmouth P ST^ K i ~ O I ~ T R I C ~ ; ~  &04e/. D O ( n 7  
A N D / O R  

i ~ a ~ r n g u t h  
2 . .  LOCATION 

From the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Rt Rc. extends 
7 - 6  mi. E. .2 mi, . 3  mi. W, 

C I T Y  TOWN: 

lCheck 1 

C O D E  

ACCESSIDLE I I PUBLIC 1 
S t a f f o r d  

- - - - 

C] Sita 0 P f i v o t ~  

D Qbloc$ W 

A c q u ~  s i t ~ o n :  r a YOS: 

tn Process ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~Restrictad 

I a Being  I lnrsshictad u P r e ~ s r v o t ~ o n  work, 

progress 1 No 
- 1 I I I 

USE OrlcorMore  a S A p p ~ p r i t 3 l e )  

13 Agr~cul tura l  0 n Transpartotbon Comments 

Commcrciol lnduatriol Privota C] Other ISpsclfyj 

[7 Educalienol a Mil i tary  Religious 

a D S c i o n t ~ f i c  

Mu1 tiple -- 
S T R C E T  

P. 
C I T Y  

Imou eh 
,+,. --- ,.--.---.-- -- ---. -- 

-.- - 
~ Q U F ~ T H O U S E  DCFE5 .  E T C I  

I V) 
1 s ta f fo rd  County ,-.duse 
S T R E E T  NUMBER.  -----A& 
U. S. Route 
C1 I 1 :a 

f 1 V i r g i n i a  

$R?iRESENTATION E X I S T I ~ G  
! 

-- 

l~istoric Buildings S u m e y  
D A T E  1939 0 Shte  counry 1 Loco1 

Z w 
O E P O S I T O R Y  FOR C 2 

r -0 

8 ; m  
U = I 

C Z T Y  

Washingcon D. C, 

I 

Form U N I T E D  DEPARTMENT OF THE S T A T E :  

1 N A T I O N A L  P A R K  SERVICE 

REGISTER O F  HISTORIC PLACES 
- F O R M  

( T y p e  entries - complete 

FOR USE O N L Y  

E N T R Y  D A T E  

I 

N A M E , 

, 

COMMON: 

H I S T O R I C :  

. 1 and 17, t he  zone 
mi. N. S. and 

OR 

C O U N T Y '  CODES T A T E  

45 179 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

One. TO THE 

Public Occupied 

Structure 

ConsideredBoth 

in  

P R E S E N T  (Check 

Government Pork 

Residence 

Entertainment Museum 3 

ownership 

A N D  N U M B E R :  

O R  T O W N :  C O D E  

45Fa 
 . 
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ... 

R E G I S T R Y  O F  

Court 

A N D  

1 

TY O R  TOWN: S T A T E C O D E  

Sta ford 
I 

IN S U R V E Y S  

I
( T I T L E O F  S U R V E Y .  

American 

O F  S U R V E Y :  Federal 

. I f  

S U R V E Y  RECORDS:  

0 


rOR TOWN: 



17. DESCRIPTION 
1 1 (Check One) 

F o i r  0 Deteriorated Ruins Unaxpessd 
C O N D I T I O N  I (Check One) 

The town of  Falmouth is  d iv ided  by cambridge S t r e e t  ( ~ o u t el ) ,  which runs 
roughly nor th-south ,  F a l l s  Run on the  west which p a r a l l e l s  Route 1 and 
empties i n t o  t h e  Rappahannock River which borders  the town on the  south.  
Cross s t r e e t s  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  r i v e r  a r e  King S t r e e t  ( ~ o u t e607),  Washington 
S t r e e t ,  C a r t e r  S t r e e t ,  Pr ince  S t r e e t  (Route 17 and 610) and Forbes S t r e e t .  
Dramatic changes i n  topography a r e  a s  g r e a t  a s  t h e  va r i ance  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a  
q u a l i t y .  The s m a l l ,  p l a i n  frame n ine teenth-century  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  l i n e  
the  lowest po in t  of Washington S t r e e t  near  i t s  c ross ing  of F a l l s  Run 
c o n t r a s t  wi th  t h e  much a l t e r e d  but  s t i l l  impressive frame mass of  Belmont, 
home of t h e  p o r t r a i t  and landscape p a i n t e r  Gari  Melchers (1860-1932), a t  
the  peak of a h i l l  t o  t h e  west .  Lower Cambridge S t r e e t ,  wi th  i t s  two b r i c k  
commercial s t r u c t u r e s  and the  t i n y  Customs House nearby, r i s e s  t o  its 
merging w i t h  Route 1 where small!, frame n ine teenth-century  homes of  vary ing  
shapes l i n e  t h e  major thoraughfare.  I n  t u r n ,  a second e ighteenth-century  
frame house, Car l ton ,  overlooks t h i s  a r e a  on the  northwest corner  of the  
town. King S t r e e t ,  w i th  i t s  b r i c k ,  Federal  s t y l e  Moncure-Conway House and 
o t h e r s  f ac ing  the  r i v e r ,  has  a  s t r i k i n g  view of t h e  facade remnant of Union 
Methodist Church above t o  the  nor th .  S t i l l  f u r t h e r  up the  h i l l  s t ands  
Clearview, the  t h i r d  o f  the  t h r e e  mansions which look down upon the town. 

unaltered 

The l i s t  of  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  included i n  t h i s  p re se rva t ion  zone is a s  
fo l lows:  I 

n M O V * ~  orisin0~site 
D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R I G I N A L  (11 known) P H Y S l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Washington S t r e e t :  t h e  o ld  Post Of f i ce  a t  101 Washington S t . ,  a mid-
n ine teen th  cen tu ry  s t r u c t u r e  moved from i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n ;  a n  e a r l y -
n ine teen th  century  house on the  e a s t  s i d e  of F a l l s  Run, south  o f  Washington 
S t . ;  the  Calvary Pen tecos t a l  Tabernacle,  105 Washington S t . ,  d a t i n g  from 
the  mid-nineteenth century ;  t h e  s tone  house on the  south  s i d e  of Washington 
S t .  j u s t  e a s t  of  F a l l s  Run; the  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  century  frame houses a t  108 
110, 112, and 115 Washington S t . ;  the  mid-nineteenth century  frame house 
a t  114 Washington S t . ;  the  frame house a t  118 Washington S t . ,  poss ib ly  
d a t i n g  from t h e  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  century  which has a gambrel roof and t h r e e  

Cambridge S t r e e t :  the  Bas i l  Gordon Warehouse, 104 Cambridge S t . ,  a n  e a r l y -
n ine teenth-century  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ;  a C o m e r c i a l  Building a t  111 Cambridge 
St-., e r ec t ed  i n  the  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  n ine teen th  century ;  the  e a r l y -
n ine teen th  cen tu ry  Customs o u s e  on W. Cambridge S t . ,  near 'washington S t . ,  
c e r t a i n l y  one of  the  most unusual bu i ld ings  i n  the  towa; the  frame Brooks 
House a t  125 W. Cambridge S t . ,  d a t i n g  from the nineteenth century;  the  
Brooks House a t  201 W. Cambridge S t .  which s t i l l  con ta ins  some of i t s  
o r i g i n a l  e ighteenth-century  i n t e r i o r  t r i m ;  t h e  n ine teenth-century  frame 
house a t  305 Cambridge S t . ;  t h e  Double House, 307 Cambridge S t . ,  of frame 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  but  now covered by a sbes tos  s i d i n g  (mid-nineteenth c e n t u r y ) ;  
the  Highway Assembly of God Church on the  sou theas t  co rne r  of Forbes and 
Cambridge S t s .  d a t i n g  from the  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  and ea r ly - twen t i e th  c e n t u r i e s ;  
the  one-s tory  frame house a t  400 Cambridge S t .  ( ea r ly -n ine teen th  century) ;  
t h e  mid-nineteenth century  house a t  405 Cambridge S t .  now covered by asbes to ;  
s i d i n g ;  t h e  frame house a t  422 Cambridge St .  which has  a  massive b r i c k  
e x t e r i o r  end chimney ( e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ) ;  Be r ry ' s  S to re  a t  the  
northwest  co rne r  of  Cambridge and Washington S t s .  w i th  a low parapet  wa l l  
on the  gable  end s t o r e  f r o n t  ( l a t e -n ine teen th  cen tu ry ) .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Falmouth was l a i d  o f f  i n  1727 on f i f t y  a c r e s  along the  Rappahannock River 
belonging t o  William Todd. The government of the  town was en t rus t ed  t o  
seven t r u s t e e s  appointed by t h e  House o f  Burgesses. It  should be noted 
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  seven t r u s t e e s  were gentlemen of  the  f i r s t  rank, being 
Robert Ca r t e r ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  Nicholas Smith, John Fitzhugh, Charles  C a r t e r ,  
Henry Fi tzhugh,  John Warner and William Thornton. The town prospered and 
soon r i v a l e d  i t s  s i s t e r  c i t y  of  Fredericksburg. By 1773 i t s  c h a r t e r  was 
amended s o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  could be e l e c t e d  and t h e  p res iden t  be allowed t o  
s e r v e  as mayor. I n  1845 Falmouth was v i s i t e d  by a t r a v e l l e r  who described 
i t  a s  con ta in ing  "1 f r e e  church,  6 o r  7 mercant i le  s t o r e s ,  2 ex tens ive  
f l o u r i n g  m i l l s ,  and 1 l a r g e  c o t t o n  f a c t o r y ,  and a  popula t ion  of  about 500." 
The town was on t h e  wane by t h i s  time, but  i t  should be remembered t h a t  
dur ing  t h e  e igh teen th  century  and dur ing  the  f i r s t  p a r t  of the n ine teen th  
i t  was one of  t h e  important mercant i le  c a t e r s  of  V i rg in i a .  Much of i t s  
o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r  remains, a l though time h;s no t  d e a l t  g e n t l y  wi th  some 
of i t s  elements.  
, , 

Pierced by U. S. Route 1 (Cambridge S t r e e t )  and ? s ? e c i a l l y  h u r t  by the  new 
commercial bu i ld ings  a t  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Route 1 and Route 17 ,@rince  
S t r e e t ) ,  Falmouth nonethe less  is  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o l l e c i i o n  of e ighteenth-
and n ine teenth-century  s t r u c t u r e s ,  enough of  which remain t o  i l l u s t r a t e  
t h e  e x t e n t  and c h a r o i i e r  of the  o ld  p o r t  and t r ad ing  c e n t e r .  Most of the  
bu i ld ings ,  whether o f  frame, b r i ck ,  o r  s tone ,  a r e  extremely s imple ,  wi th  
few s o p h i s t i c a t e d  decora t ive  f ea tu res  used even on the l a r g e r  homes. What 
g ives  Falmouth a s p e c i f i c  i d e n t i t y  is  i t s  s i t e ,  which v a r i e s  from the low 
r i v e r - s i d e  rows of  homes along King and Washington S t r e e t s  t o  t h e  surroundin 
h i l l s  w i th  t h e  t h r e e  houses overlooking the  town. 



19. MAJOR BIGLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S  
7 

Gayle, T. Benton and Vi rg in i a  P . ,  "Some H i s t o r i c a l  Highl ights  of Colonia l  
S t a f f o r d  County, "Northern Neck of Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c a l  Magazine, v o l .  
XVI ,  no. 1 (December, 1966), 1545-1564. 

Howe, Henry. H i s t o r i c a l  Co l l ec t ions  of Virg in ia  (Charleston,  S. C. ,  1845). 
Smith, Mrs. Margaret L. ,  "Falmouth, Va.: 1720" (pamphlet).  
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7. 	 e x t e r i o r  end chimneys; the  Tavern a t  119 Washington S t .  cons t ruc ted  o f  
b r i c k  (American bond) wi th  a b r i c k  corbeled co rn ice  and shed dormers 
on t h e  gable  roof  (poss ib ly  l a t e -e igh teen th  cen tu ry ) ;  the  mid-nineteenth 
century  Tavern Keeper 's House, 123 Washington S t . ;  Belmont, 225 Washingtoll 
S t . ,  a l a r g e  frame house b u i l t  cFrca 1761 and ex tens ive ly  a l t e r e d  i n  
t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  and i t s  c a r e t a k e r ' s  co t t age .  

C a r t e r  S t r e e t :  t h e  l a t e -e igh teen th  century  Sam Gordon House a t  100 
C a r t e r  S t .  has  a modillioned corn ice ;  Robert Dunbar's Kitchen, 107 
C a r t e r  S t . ,  i s  a l a t e r  stuccoed s t r u c t u r e  e rec t ed  between two e a r l i e r  
massive b r i c k  and s tone  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys; Union Methodist Church, 
a t  the  head of  C a r t e r  S t . ,  a n  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  b r i c k  church,  
most of  which burned leaving  only t h e  west facade and a few f e e t  of 
t h e  no r th  and south  wa l l s  remaining; Master Hobby School on the  e a s t  
s i d e  of  C a r t e r  S t . ,  south  o f  Pr ince  St . ,  is a mid-eighteenth cen tu ry  
log  and b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  mortar chinking,  a l s o  moved from i ts  
o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n ;  Clearview on Route 664 e a s t  of  Falmouth i s  a mid-
e igh teen th  century  frame, two-story house wi th  hipped roof and modillionet 
co rn ice ,  a l t e r e d  i n  the  n ine teen th  century.  

Pr ince  S t r ee t !  the  n ine teenth-century  frame houses a t  104, 106, and 
115 Pr ince  St . ;  t h e  frame house on the  northwest corner  of  Pr ince  and 
C a r t e r  S t s .  (mid-nineteenth century) .  

King S t r e e t :  the  B a s i l  Gordon House a t  303 King S t . ,  a b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  
d a t i n g  from t h e  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century ;  t h e  Moncure-Conway House, 305 
King St . ,  an ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  b r i c k  house whose e a s t e r n  two 
bays of  t h e  f ive-bay f r o n t  a r e  only  h a l f  as deep i n  p lan  a s  the  western 
t h r e e  bays; the  n ine teen th  century  Counting House, 103 Gordon St . ;  and 
Car l ton ,  loca ted  on a h i l l  overlooking t h e  town northwest of  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Route 1 and Route 17, a mid-eighteenth century  frame 
house s t i l l  i n  good condi t ion .  

6. 	 H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 

1958 Federal  

L ib ra ry  of  Congress 
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V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Report #89-3 

1969 S t a t e  

V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 

Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Off ice  Building 

Richmond, V i rg in i a  Code: 45 
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