7. JESCRIPTION

(Check One}

7] Exceilent {X Good {7 Fair ] Datericrated [ Ruins 7] Unexpaosed
CONDITION (Check One) {Check One)
(33 Altered [J Unaltered ] Moved [8 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Four Mile Tree Pilantation House is a brick structure, one-and-one-
half-stories with hip-on-gambrel roof, pedimented dormers and four
interior end chimneys. The brick is laid in Flemish bond above the
beveled watertable with English bond below. The entire brick surface
was stuccoed and scored in imitation ashlar in the nineteenth century
but the stucco has deteriorated on portions of the facade and fallen
off. All openings on the five-bay facade, except for the central
entranceway, were altered in the late nineteenth century or early
twentieth century and have two-over-two sash; the entranceway, sheltered
by a nineteenth-century Roman Ionic porch, consists of a transom over
three-paneled double doors, the top panel of each being scrolled. A
modillioned cornice is used on the eaves. A stuccoed brick wing was
added on the east. Remaining outbuildings include a one-story frame
quarters whose two chimneys each consists of twin stacks set at angles;
the building seems to date from the mid-nineteenth-century revival perio

Four Mile Tree's oldest interior woodwork is in the central stair hall
where the turned balustrading on the stair, the heavy hand rail and
the high dado place the date in the first half of the eighteenth
century. The southwest room, which probably dates from the early
nineteenth century, has two framed niches flanking a simple mantel and
overmantel topped by an architrave, frieze and cornice; only the
cornice and a paneled dado ornament the other walls of the room. The
remaining rooms have mantels which seem to date from the first half

of the nineteenth century but only in the southeastern room is there

g paneled room. . ‘ . - .
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STATEMENT OF SIGN)FICANCE

‘Four Mile Tree 1is a succesor to two of the earliest plantations in
Virginia ("'Burrow's Hill" and "Pace's Paines”). It is "ancient" in its
own right having been founded in the first half of the seventeenth century;
its grave-site contains the oldest legible tombstone in Virginia (1650).
Four Mile Tree was the seat of the Brownes, a leading Surry family, from
the Reign of Charles I until the death of their last male heir in 1799.
The plantation, named for its distance from Jamestown, was one of Surry
County's more prosperous; its owners served as viewers of tobacco and

had Negro servants from an early period., The Brownes were regularly
Justices of the County Court throughout the colonial period.

Several members of the family served on the Governor's Council or in the
House of Burgesses during the seventeenth century. During the War for
Independence, William Browmnewas a member of the Surry Committee of Safety
and Lieutenant Colonel of Militia. Fis son, the last of his name to be
Master of Four Mile Tree, was a lieutenant in the revolutionary militia.
The British sacked the plantation during the War of 1812 according to the

then Colonel of county militia. In 1815 the plantation passed to
Wiiliam Browre, Jr.'s granddaughter, Sally Elizabeth Bowdoin, and her
husband, General Philip St. George Cocke.

The house at Four Mile Tree is located on a bluff, high above the James
River across from Jamestown Island. The site is relatively uneven, the
roofline informal, the room designs varied. Such features, together with
a somewhat deteriorated stucce surface, lend a picturesque and romantic
quality to this eighteenth-century building, creating an atmosphere not unl
the Revival styles of the next century. Thomas T. Waterman saw in Four
Mile Tree an outstanding example of those eighteenth-century structures

handbooks is applied to purely traditional buildings''. The resulting
synthesis, he continued, "is a number of excellent houses that have more
pative quality than formal designs, and in domestic architecture constitute
a group of charm and livability".

"that are the work of master builders in which the corvect detail of English
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'Form-10.307 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HiSTORIC PLACES counTy
Surry
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - atlach (o or enclose with map) ENTRY MUMBER oATE
[l NAME o _
covmon:  Lour Mile Tree
ano/on HisToric: Four Mile Tree
[2. LOCATION e
STREET ANOD NUM BER:
.9 mi. N of Rt. 610, .2 wmi. NE of intersection with Rt. 618,
CITY OR TOWN:
{(Surry vic.)
STATE. CODE COUNTY: CODE
Virginia Surry 181
3. MAP REFERENCE e S
SQURCE-
v,S.G,S. 7%', quadrangle Surry, Virginia
scave: 1:24000
DATE: 1953
4, REQUIREMENTS = e
TO BE INCLUOGED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. Nocdh otrow.
3. Laritude ond |ongirude reference.
UNITED STATES DCPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Surry
PROFERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all enlries - atlach (o or enclose with photograph) FNTRY NOUMBER oATE
1, ¢ RapEse it .
coMMON: Four Mile Tree
ANDR/OR HISTORIC.  Pour Mile Tree
[2. LOCATION' E
STREET AND NUMBER:
-9 mi t, 610, .2 mi, NE of intersection with Rt. 618.
CITY OR TOWN,
(Surry vic.)
STATE: cOog |COUNTY, COOE
_ 1 Virginia 51 Surry 181 |
[3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREOIT: Phi]l Tlournoy, Virginia Chamber of Commerce
[BATE OF PHOTO: 1950
:;\JEGATIVE FILEDT AT: \7irg]‘_nia Chamber of Commerce
L . Richmond, Virginia
L (DENTIFICATION _
;DESC.I-;NI._EA-E,“\;'[.&AV-V"\ DIRECTION, ETC,
l View Erom the south.
{
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