


DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

KALTEREO -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Montpelier is  s e t  i n  wooded e a s t e r n  Surry County near  Cabin Poin t  and Upper 
Chippokes Creek. The s tory-and-a-hal f ,  frame house, probably b u i l t  i n  t h e  t h i r d  
q u a r t e r  of the  18 th  cen tu ry ,  i s  f i v e  bays long,  c l a d  wi th  molded weatherboards and 
s e t  on a  low Flemish-bond b r i c k  basement. A t  e i t h e r  end of t h e  house is a  broad 
Flemish-bond b r i c k  chimney wi th  t i l e d  weatherings and corbeled caps.  Each se rves  
two f i r s t - f l o o r  f i r e p l a c e s ,  f lanking a  chimney c l o s e t .  Each c l o s e t  is l i g h t e d  by a  
window topped by a  gauged-brick jack a rch .  The present  s t r a i g h t - g a b l e  r o o f ,  which 
has four  gabled dormers i n  each s l o p e ,  has r e c e n t l y  beencovered v i t h  wood shhgk.The roof 
was a l t e r e d  s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  century  when o r i g i n a l  c l ipped  g a b l e s  were 
removed. Many of t h e  919 f i r s t - f l o o r  sa sh  a r e  o r i g i n a l ;  916 s a s h  a r e  used i n  t h e  
dormers. 

The o r i g i n a l  plan o f  Montpelier was t h a t  v a r i a t i o n  of t h e  common c e n t r a l -  
passage,double-pi le  plan i n  which the  passage was widened a t  t h e  r e a r  t o  accommodate 
an L-plan o r  t r i p l e - r u n  s t a i r  s e t  o f f  t o  one s i d e .  Ea r ly  i n  t h e  20th  cen tu ry ,  the  
passage was s t r a i g h t e n e d  t o  c r e a t e  space f o r  a  smal l  bathroom, and t h e  p resen t  
s t r a i g h t - r u n  Colonia l  Revival s t a i r  was i n s e r t e d .  A t  t he  same t ime,  a  s e r v i c e  s t a i r  
was i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  nor theas t  room, which then served a s  a  k i tchen.  

Most of the  p resen t  decora t ion  da tes  from an e a r l y  19th-century  remodeling. I n  
j t he  southwest p a r l o r ,  p l a i n  wainscot wi th  a  pedes ta l  cap e n c i r c l e s  t h e  room. The 

handsome mantel  has s t o p - f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  h o r i z o n t a l l y  reeded consoles and 
a  d e n t i l  s h e l f .  A v e r t i c a l l y  reeded t a b l e t  embell ishes t h e  f r i e z e .  The west  chimney 
c l o s e t ,  which opens o f f  t h i s  room, has a  vaul ted  c e i l i n g .  

I n  the  northwest room is the  only o r i g i n a l  t r i m  -- a  symmetrical ly molded c h a i r  
r a i l  which i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  by t h e  s i l l - l e s s  a r c h i t r a v e  window frames,  a l s o  
o r i g i n a l .  The e a r l y  19th-century mantel here c o n s i s t s  of an  unsupported molded s h e l f  
above a  r ecessed ,  applied-mold f r i e z e  panel and a r c h i t r a v e  surround.  

I n  the  nor theas t  room, wainscoting l i k e  t h a t  found i n  t h e  southwest  p a r l o r  is  
complemented by a  mantel c o n s i s t i n g  of a  s l i g h t  s h e l f  supported on symmetrical ly 
molded p i l a s t e r s  . 

No e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  survive .  

BOUIIDARY JUS TIFICATIO1.I W 

The boundaries haJf been drawn a r b i t r a r i l y  t o  comprise a  seven-acre 
recta.lsle enconpassin2 the  house sad its immediate yard. 
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Although Surry County r e t a i n s  a  l a r g e r  concent ra t ion  of e a r l y  farmhouses than  most 
Tidewater coun t i e s ,  Montpelier s t ands  ou t  among i t s  neighbors a s  a n  unusual ly  d i s t i n c t i v e  
example of t h e  region ' s  vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The most notable  f e a t u r e s  o f  the  s t o r y -  
and-a-half wooden s t r u c t u r e  a r e  i t s  wide e x t e r i o r  end b r i c k  chimneys, each o f  which has 
a  centered c l o s e t  window a t  the  f i r s t - f l o o r  l e v e l .  Other elements o f  the  house, such a s  
the  o r i g i n a l  conf igura t ion  of i t s  s t a i r  and roof ,  make Montpelier s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  
c lues  it o f f e r s  i n  t h e  understanding of the  evolu t ion  of e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a ' s  domestic 
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

Montpelier was probably b u i l t  by a  John Cocke i n  the  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  18 th  
century.  The Cocke family,  prominent i n  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  i n  both  the  1 8 t h  and 19 th  ' cen tu r i e s ,  had l i v e d  i n  Surry  s i n c e  the  17th  century ,  and t h e  Montpel ier  t r a c t  may be 
the 230 ac res  i n  Southwark Par ish  near  Johnsehawcon Swamp which were pa ten ted  by 
Nicholas Cocke i n  1724 and which were l i s t e d  a s  being adjacent  t o  land owned by Capt. 
Henry Harrison. Cocke died i n  1748, and h i s  son John i n h e r i t e d  t h e  proper ty .  It was 
e i t h e r  John Cocke o r  h i s  son  John (d. 1798) who b u i l t  t he  p rasen t  house sometime i n  t h e  
t h i r d  qua r t e r  of t h e  1 8 t h  century .  

While Montpelier has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been thought t o  have been b u i l t  c .  1724, i t s  
plan form, wi th  the  s t a i r s  o r i g i n a l l y  recessed a t  the  r e a r  o f  t h e  passage, has been 
found t o  be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of th i rd-and four th-quar ter -of - the-century  houses i n  
Virg in ia  and Maryland. (The e a r l i e s t  known example is  a  b r i c k  house i n  Nansemond 
County dated 1743), Another c l u e  t o  the  d a t e  of the  house i s  i ts  c l ipped  g a b l e .  Most 
examples of t h i s  f e a t u r e  south  of the  James River seem t o  d a t e  from t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  
of the  18th cen tu ry  a s  w e l l .  

Cockes continued t o  hold Montpelier u n t i l  1852, al though Harr i son  Cocke, who 
owned i t  a f t e r  1815, was i n  the  U .  S. Navy and presumably spen t  l i t t l e  time t h e r e .  It 
is i n  an 1852 deed from Harrison Cocke t h a t  the  dame "Montpelier" f i r s t  appears .  A f t e r  
many changes of ownership, Montpelier is now the  property of Morris W. Clernents, who 
has r e c e n t l y  renovated i t .  
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