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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il kmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Altered to its present appearance in the 1950's, Pleasant Point
nonetheless retains its early lines, original structural system and out-
buildings, as well as its landscape features.. Characterized by a simple
story-and-a-half elevation, the dwelling house is the central element of a
modified forecourt plan, created by the symmetrical placement of a dairy and
smokehouse on opposite arms of the four-step terrace leading down to the
bluffs overlooking the James River.

Built with a timber frame and brick ends, the house was
probably originally designed on a hall-parlor, double-pile plan similar to
nearby Walnut Valley. The brick ends are laid in Flemish bond with interio
end chimeys. A single chevron of glazed-header diapering follows the rake
of the roof. The simple brick lintels over the attic windows consist of
alternating glazed and unglazed headers. The first-floor windows, in
particular the poorly executed jack arches, have been reworked. Although
much of the framing fabric of the house is original, the frame facades have
been altered with the renewal of the weatherboarding, the enlargement of
original window openings and the coanstruction of modern dormer windows.
Similarly the house's plan has been modified into a center-hall plan arrange
ment with an open modern coleonial-revival staircase that has heen relocated
at least once. The original stair has been removed.

While much of the interior woodwork is modern, it reflects the
colonial-revival vogue of the 1950's. A significant element of the
original interior trim survives in a fine raised-panel, round-arched chimney
cupboard with butterfly shelves located in the northwest first-floor room.
In the east second-floor room and in the stair to the full basement are
early architectural elements salvaged from other period buildings.

Standing in conjunction with the house are an original frame
dairy, with sawn work grills and pyramidal roof, frame smokehouse with a
gable-end dovecote and frame wash house with aun English-bond exterior end
chimney; all of which have been altered to some degree in the process of
renovation.

_With its axial placement at the top of the terracing and
flanked by its minor advance buildings, Pleasant Point is a remarkable
statement on the formality a simple, early-eighteenth~century plantation
house complex could assume.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ~

Pleasant Point as it stands today is an 1mpressxve
reminder of the wealth and prestige of one of Surry County s leading
colonial families. The simple house, with its symmetrical forecourt
arrangment of advance buildings and formal terraced landscaping, still
evinces an air of eighteenth-century charm. = Located across the James
River from Jamestown Island, Pleasant Point s unaltered ruralism forms a
fitting historical backdrop for the nation's first permanent English
settlement.

Patented to William Edwards, Gentleman in 1657, Pleasant
Point was the Edwards' family seat in Surry County from the early-eighteenth
until the early-nineteenth century. Influential in the seventeenth and
eighteenth century political and economical development of Surry County,
William Edwards I served as a Burgess for the newly formed county in 1652
and was its clerk from 1653 until his death in 1673. Similarly his son
William Edwards 1I served as clerk from 1673 until his death in 1698.
William Edwards III served in turn as a Burgess from 1702-1706 and as the
Surry County sheriff in 1713.

As the Edwards family prospered in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, the descendants of William Edwards II possessed over
6,200 acres of Surry land by 1700. Among these holdings was the future
site of the Edwards' home at Pleasant Point. When William Edwards III
died in 1721, he divided his land holdings between his sons Benjamin, who
received "the plantation whereen I now live' in the area of Pigeon Swamp,
and William who inherited the Pleasant Point tract, "...known by the name
of my old plantation on Crouches Creek."

The existing house and outbuildings were probably built
shortly after William Edwards IV took up residence at Pleasant Point,

In 1737 he was recommended as a tobacco inspector for nearby Gray's Creek.
It was probably under William Edwards IV that the distinctive terraces
leading to the river bluff were excavated and constructed.
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