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Situated amid the flat farmlands of Surry County a mile from the James
River, Rich Neck possesses a distinguished assemblage of buildings with
many striking and unusual features. Approached along a long, straight
drive, the house is shaded by several large trees., Two large granaries
flank the drive and behind the house are several minor outbuildings. A
slight wooded slope falls away behind the ho- e,

CONDITION

The Rich Neck plantation house is a story-and-a~half, gambrel-roofed brick
building laid in three~course American bond. It is set on'a high basement
which has no water table but is 1lit by double grills with horizontal wooden
mullions, spanned by jack arches. There are five bays of openings across
the front of the house, but only three across the rear. All of the first-
floor windows have nine-over-nine sash and stuccoed jack arches; the shed
dormers in the steep lower slopes of the gambrel have six-over~six sash.
Two exterior end chimneys with corbelled caps and stepped weatherings stand
at each end, and between each pair, a pent projects. That on the east end
has been converted into a bathroom; in the west pent are an exterior en-
trance and a buttery. A houndstooth brick cornice is used at the eaves of
the main block and of the pents, and the gables of the house are parapeted.
The lower slope of the roof is covered with round-butted wood shingles, and
the upper slopes are roofed with standing-seam sheet metal.

Rich Neck has a double-pile plan with a central passage. The passage is
divided laterally by a doorway behind which it broadens to accommodate a
two-run, open~-well stair, This is very simple, having an open string, two
rectangular balusters to a tread, an oval banister, and a square beaded
newel which runs the full height of the first floor.

The east parlor, like the rest of the first-floor rooms and the passage,

ed with fluted pilasters framing the fireplace opening, a tall frieze with
a central tablet flanked by molded panels, and a deep, heavily molded shelf,
The architrave surround is diagonally reeded, and the firebox has been
filled in to accommodate a stovepipe.

There is a similar but less elaborate mantel in the west parlor. The cen-
tral tablet is omitted, and the frieze is decorated with a single horizontal
molded panel. The fluting on the pilasters is more delicate, and the reed-
ing is absent from the surround. TFrom this parlor, one enters the buttery
in the pent, which retains its original shelving.

The rear rooms have plainer mantels similar to those in the front. All of
the mantels on the second floor are alike. They have architrave surrounds
under a single borizontal recessed panel and an unmolded shelf.

The plan of the second floor is similar to the first. However, the single-
run closed stair to the attic rises from the front part of the passage.

The basement is entered from the center bay of the rear and consists of

four rooms and an entrance vestibule. All of the doorways have handsome

batten doors with large wreught HL hinges and wooden box locks, some of
(see continuation sheet #2)

has a molded chair rail and wainscoting throughout. The mantel is embellist~
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rich Neck, with its handsome farmstead set in the midst of a broad, open
field, presents a vivid impression of life on a prosperous but unpreten-
tious plantation in early-nineteenth-century Southside Virginia. Long
comected with the Ruffins, one of the prominent families of Southside
Virginia, Rich Neck possesses a collection of buildings which are among
the best preserved and most noteworthy of their type in the region.

A 550-acre tract, which included the present Rich Neck, was granted to
William Nusum in 1636, Of this grant, 275 acres came into the possession
of Robert Ruffin sometime before 1675. Rich Neck was owned by the Ruffins
until 1865,

The Ruffin family figured in Virginia's social and intellectual history
throughout the colonial and early national periods. "Its most notable mem-
ber was Edmund Ruffin, an agricultural pioneer and Southern nationalist
during the War between the States and a descendant of several early resi-
dents of the Rich Neck plantation. In addition, the Ruffins were conmected
to such other prominent families as the Harrisons, the Skipwiths, and the
Cockes,

It was probably during the tenure of William E. B, Ruffin, who was a minor
when he inherited Rich Neck in 1802, that the present house was built.
With its parapeted gables, its shed dormers, its houndstooth cornice and
its vertical emphasis, features commonly associated with seventeenth-centurfy
American buildings, the Rich Neck house is a good example of the reversion
to these pre-Georgian forms in the early nineteenth century. Its decora-
tion, though plain, is almost entirely intact, as are its minor details,
such as its sash, hardware, and doors.

The granaries at Rich Neck are of as antiquated a form as the house, They
use a '"tilted false plate'" framing system in which the rafters are notched
over a square "false plate" which is set diagonally on the ends of the tie
beams. These are in turn half-lapped and cantilevered out over the wall
plate. This form of construction ceased to be used in Virginia houses in
the first quarter of the eighteenth century. While the date of these
granaries is uncertain (they may predate the.house,but it is possible, on
the evidence of the nails and the mortar joints in the underpinning, that
they are contemporary with it), it is evident that they are at any rate
very late examples of the use of this feature. They appear to be anti-

quated as well in their ten-foot bays, a feature found in many excavated
(see continuation sheet #
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7. DESCRIPTION

which have been removed. There is a fireplace in the southeast room and
relieving arches are at the chimney bases in the other three rcoms. The
centering used to construct these arches is still in place.

The house is remarkable for the number of original accessory features which
survive. Much original sash, most of the doors, hinges (many with their
leather washers), locks, and other hardware remain.

The outbuildings at Rich Neck add to the plantation's importance. This is
especially true of the two granaries. These buildings are both approximately
20 by 40 feet, set on brick piers. They retain much of their original beaded
weatherboarding., They take the form of three-bay, side-opening English barnﬂ
but are in reality divided into two equal, non-communicating compartments,
approximately 20 by 20 by 10 feet. Both use an antiquated "tilted false
plate" form of construction, with the rafters resting on a square timber set
diagonally and supported by the ends of the tie beams which are cantilevered
over the plate. There is a pole lean-to attached to the south end of the
east granary, and the west granary has been enlarged by the addition of a
full-length pole lean-to ell across the rear.

Behind the house are a nineteenth-century smokehouse, an early- and mid-nine-]
teenth-century office, an outhouse, a well house, and a chicken house, all
built in the twentieth century, All of these are frame.buildings.

DTU
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION The boundaries have been drawn to include the

dwelling house, significant outbuildings and the approach from the county
road.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -~

seventeenth~century sites in Tidewater Virginia, but not so regularly in
later buildings. Finally, their use of the side-opening "English barn"
model is unusual in a region in which end-opening buildings, often with side
lean-tos, are the rule for granaries, cribs, and other large outbuildings.
William E. B, Ruffin was the last of his family to reside at Rich Neck. Aftey
his death in 1860, it was necessary to sell the plantation to the Jacob
Faulcon estate to satisfy a debt, It was purchased at auction by William A,
Warren in 1881 and descended to Walker P. Warren as one of a group of five
important Surry County farms which included Bacon's Castle. Mr. and Mrs,

Frank W. Jones purchased Rich Neck in 1973,
DTU
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