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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Warren House, known l o c a l l y  as the  Enos House, is  s e t  on a  wooded t r a c t  of 
land near  the  junct ion  of S t a t e  Routes 1 0  and 31 i n  Surry  County. It i s  a  s to ry -  
and-a-half ,  four-bay s t r u c t u r e ,  with a  low, f u l l - l e n g t h  shed porch on the  f r o n t .  
This porch is a  l a t e r  add i t ion ,  but  it appears t o  have replaced an e a r l i e r  one. 
Sone e a r l y  nine-over-nine and nine-over-six sash  su rv ive  i n  t h e  house. S e t  on a  
low Flemish-bond underpinning, the  house has two br ick  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys on 
t h e  west gable  end; the  f r o n t  (south) one i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond,while the  r e a r  one 
is l a i d  i n  three-course American bond. A chimney which served the  southeas t  room has 
disappeared a n d h a s  been replaced by a  window. The whole i s  c l a d  with beaded weather- 
boards,. with some unbeaded . l a t e  nineteenth-century replacement weatherboards used 
on the  gab-le ends. Box cornices  embell ish the  e n d s ;  and two pedimented dormers 
break e a c h s l o p e ,  of:the-!standing-seam sheet-metal-covered roof .. The porch roof has 
preserved p e v e r a l  courses  of. o r i g i n a l , :  -round-butt shingles =t t h e  eaves o f  the  south 
facade.  

The plan of t h e  house i s  an unusual one i n  V i r g i n i a ,  but  one found i n  a  number o f  
l a t e  e ighteenth-  and e a r l y  nineteenth-century houses i n  the  r i v e r  count ies  south 
of the  James from Surry t o  Ches te r f i e ld .  It i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  double-pi le ,  h a l l -  
~ a r l o r  house wi th  the  f r o n t  (south)  rooms s l i g h t l y  deeper than  the  r e a r  rooms, and 
the  v e s t  rooms wider than the  e a s t  ones. Tandem e x t e r i o r  doors lead  i n t o  the  two 
f r o n t  rooms, and an enclosed winder s t a i r  ascends i n  t h e  northwest ( ins ide  r e a r )  
co rne r  of t h e  sou theas t  room. An o r i g i n a l  mantel wi th  pa i r ed  rec tangular  recessed 
panels surmounted by an unsupported s h e l f  su rv ives  i n  the  southwest room. A 
s i m i l a r  mantel i n  the  northwest room has been t o r n  from the  w a l l  and broken by vandals ,  
but  a l l  of t h e  p ieces  survive.  A pedes ta l  c h a i r  r a i l  su rv ives  i n  the  two west rooms 
as  wel l .  No o t h e r  e a r l y  t r i m  remains on the  f i r s t  f l o o r ;  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  the re  
ever  was much more. 

A double-beaded c h a i r  board i s  used throughout the  second f l o o r ,  which i s  d is t inguished 
by i t s  beaded, whitewashed c e i l i n g  j o i s t s  (which a r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  c o l l a r  beans of 
the roof ) .  

An e l l  of no d i s t i n c t i o n  was added t o  th2  house e a r l y  i n  t h e  twen t i e th  century.  A t  
t he  same time a  matchboard c e i l i n g  was i n s t a l l e d  throughout t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of the  
o l d  house, while  matchboard wainscoting and a  b r i c k  s tove  f l u e  were i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  
n o r t h e a s t  room which was then being used a s  a  k i tchen.  

No e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  survive .  

The 107 a c r e s  surrounding the  have been s e l e c t e d  f o r  use  by the  
County of Surry a s  a t r a c t  f o r  the  county admin i s t r a t ion  and fo r  r - c rea -  
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The Warren House, more commonly known a s  t h e  EMS House, i s  a  good'example of a  
middle-class  .farmhouse of  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  i n  Surry County; B u i l t  by 
t h e  War ren~fami ly  before.1820, t h e  house has  a n  unusual -double-p i le ,  ha l l -and-par lor  

, plan ,  a  . reg ional  peculiar.ity ,found i n  a  -Few l a t e  e ighteenth-  and e a r l y .  n ine teenth- .  
cen tu ry  houses i n  - t h a t  a r e a i s o u t h  o f  t h e  James s t r e t c h i n g  from Surry  County t o  
Ches te r f i e ld  County. It i s  a hybrid type  of p lan  and r ep resen t s  t h e  f i r s t  i n f i l t r a -  
t i o n  of  Georgian ideas ,  i n  t h e  form of  two-room-deep houses, i n t o  an a rea  which was 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  i s o l a t e d  and which consequently c lung tenac ious ly  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  forms, 

. such a s  t h e  ha l l -and-par lor  house, u n t i l  we l l  i n t o  t h e  n ine teenth  century.  

Because of t h e  inconspicuous s o c i a l  s t a t u s  of i t s  bui lders - -a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  s i n c e  
few e a r l i e r  dwell ings o f  persons o f  t h i s  s t a t u s  i n  Vi rg in i a  have survived-- the 
ownership of t h e  Warren House has been d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a c e .  However, land book da ta  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  proper ty  was owned i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century  by t h e  Warren 
family who had probably he ld  i t  s i n c e  t h e  seventeenth  century .  The e a r l i e s t  county 
land books f o r  1783 c r e d i t  ownership of 275 a c r e s  t o  Joseph Warren. I n  1803 t h e  
land was d iv ided  between Joseph Warren and Rebecca Warren, poss ib ly  an unmarried 
s i s t e r  t o  whom a l i f e  tenancy was s p e c i f i e d .  It was apparent ly  sometime between 
1803 and 1817, when Rebecca warren 's  po r t ion  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a  Mark Warren, t h a t  
t h e  p resen t  house was b u i l t  f o r  her .  Severa l  r a p i d  t r ansac t ions  a f t e r  1817 r e s u l t e d  
i n  ownership pass ing  t o  James Jones by 1819. If t h e  Warrens d id  not  cons t ruc t  t h e  
house then Jones l i k e l y  d i d  i t  dur ing  the  f i r s t  y e a r  of h i s  tenure ,  f o r  i n  1820, the  
f i r s t  year  i n  which b u i l d i n g  v a l u a t i o n s  were recorded i n  t h e  land books, t h e  bu i ld -  
ings  on t h e  proper ty  were assessed  a t  $250, a  v a l u a t i o n  which remained unchanged 
u n t i l  1840 when a $50 inc rease  was recorded. No more change i n  the assessment 
occurred u n t i l  1858 when $200 was added t o  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  of  the  land.  

Severa l  more changes i n  ownership occurred between 1826 and 1837, when t h e  land  was 
acqui red  by t h e  S p r a t l e y  fami ly  who held it u n t i l  1870. Twelve changes i n  owner- 
s h i p  l a t e r ,  t h e  proper ty ,  bythenknown a s  t h e  Enos Trac t ,  was acquired by t h e  county 
government. A comprehensive s i t e  p l an  has been developed f o r  use  of  t h e  t r a c t  f o r  
county admin i s t r a t ion  and f o r  r ec rea t ion ,wi th  t h e  adapt ive  use of t h e  house and t h e  
cons t ruc t ion  of new bu i ld ings  sympathet ic  t o  i t  a s  c e n t r a l  concerns. 
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Berryman, Linda. "Cinderella Story for  Enos House." Daily Press, Newport News, 
Virginia,  September 30, 1976. 
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V E R E A L B O U N D A R Y D E S C R I P T ~ e  107 acres compr is in~  the Enos House property a r e  

(A) on the W s i d e  of S ta te  Route 31/10, a l i t t l e  bounded by a l i n e  beg/ a 
over .7 mile SW of t he  i n t e  sec t ion  o a t e  Route 626 with S t a t e  Route 31/10 i n  the  
town of Surry, Virginia;  en extending 4 f e e t  SE; 200 f ee t  S; 200 f ee t  SE; 500 f ee t  
S; 300 f e e t  SW; then e x t  ding approximately 00 f e e t  S i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  intersec-  
t ion with S t a t e  Route thence running appro a t e l y  1800 f e e t  W i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
followinp, north s ide  S t a t e  Route 10; then extending a ~ ~ r o x i m a t e l v  200 f e e t  N; then 200 
feetf 
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1 THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 
1 

NATIONAL- STATE - X X 
i LOCAL - 

k the designate State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Presemation Atit of 1966 (Public ~ e w 8 9 - 6 6 5 ) .  1 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL - DATA (Verbal Boundary Description cont 'd)  

then 200 f e e t  E; then extending approximately1800 f e e t  i n  a generally 
northward d i rec t ion ,  crossing intermit tent  t r i bu t a ry  of Dark Swamp several  
times; then extending 1600 f ee t  E i n  a s t r a igh t  l i n e  t o  point of or igin .  
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Revision of acreage, verbal  boundary descr ipt ion and UTM references for  

nomination report  o r i g i n a l l y  submitted Augsut 12, 1977 

Acreage: 10 acres  

UTM References: A - 18/335880/4110580 - B - 18/335870/4110380 

C - 18/335660/4110390 D - 18/335670/4110590 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

The 10 acres comprising the  Enos House property a r e  bounded by a l i n e  beginning 
I 

a t  a point (A) a l i t t l e  over -6  mile WSW of the  intersect ion of s t a t e  routes i 
I 

10131 and 626 near t he  southern l imi t s  of the  town of Surry, Va.; then extending t 

approximately 700 f e e t  S i n  a s t r a igh t  l i ne ;  then extending approximately 700 I 

f e e t  W i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i ne ;  then extending approximately 700 f e e t  N i n  a s t r a igh t  
l ine ;  then extending approximately 700 f e e t  E i n  a s t r a igh t  l i n e  to  point of or igin .  
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