


Condition Check one Check one 
_-excellent . deteriorated unaltered -2 original site 
2 good - ruins X altered -moved date 
-fair - unexposed 
-- . -- ---- 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Snow H i l l  is a 24-story, single-pile frame house located i n  a completely ru ra l  s e t t i ng  
on State  Route 40 i n  Surry County. Erected i n  1836, the gable-roof s t ruc tu re  is s e t  on a 
brick underpinning l a i d  i n  three-course American bond with rodded joints .  

The f ron t  (south) elevation contains the home's  main entrance. The entry consis ts  of 
a double doorway with paneled doors contained within a simply executed three-part  architrave.  
A one-story, gable-roof porch or ig ina l ly  shel tered the entrance. Fenestration cons is t s  of 
mst of the  or ig ina l  9/9 hung sash, framed within a simple three-part  archi t rave on a torus 
si l l .  Replacement louvred shut te rs  flank both the f i r s t -  and second-story windows. A 
nodill ion cornice embellishes the facade while the rear  cornice i s  a simple molded one. The 
roof is  covered w i t h  a standing-seam sheet metal which probably replaced wood shingles. A l l  
elevations a re  covered with beaded weatherboarding or ig ina l  t o  the house. The north 
elevation is s imilar  t o  the main facade. Both the  e a s t  and west elevations have br ick 
exter ior  end chimneys l a i d  i n  five-course American bond. The haunches a r e  t i l e d ,  an 
unusual refinement fo r  the period when most haunches were stepped. Replacement 4/4 hung- 
sash windows a r e  found on the a t t i c  story.  A s ide  entrance is  located on t h e  west elevation 

Snow H i l l ' s  plan consis ts  of a cent ra l  passage flanked by s ingle ,  l a rge  rooms on a l l  
three s to r i e s .  The h a l l  is dominated by an open-well s t a i r  t h a t  ascends t o  the a t t i c ,  i s  
open-string, and has a square newel, rounded hand r a i l ,  and th ree  rectangular ba lus te rs  t o  

! a tread. The s t a i r  re ta ins  i t s  or ig ina l  marbleized risers. Evidence e x i s t s  of mahogany 
graining on the newel and handrail .  The h a l l  a l so  contains a recessed-panel, green-painted 
wainscot with a pedestal  chair  r a i l .  A simply executed p l a s t e r  medallion decorates the  
cei l ing.  

The e a s t  par lor  a l so  has recessed-paneled wainscoting and a pedestal  cha i r  r a i l .  The 
wainscoting re ta ins  i t s  o r ig ina l  pa in t  consisting of grained, painted imitation-maple panels, 
mahogany-grained s t i l e s ,  and a gray marbleized baseboard. The doors r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  
graining. The mantel i s  a l a t e r  19th-century replacement. The west pa r lo r  o r  dining room 
is similarly executed, although the room has been repainted. The second f loo r  features  a 
molded chair  r a i l .  The door panels a re  grained i n  imitation t i g e r  maple, while the third- 
f loor  door panels imitate  birds-eye maple. The r a i l s  and s t i l e s  of the  doors a re  mahogany 
grained. Federal-style mantels from both the second and f i r s t  f loors  were removed f o r  safe- 
keeping and w i l l  be replaced i n  a forthcoming restorat ion.  

While no outbuildings survive, s i t e s  of the kitchen and so-called loom house a r e  
discernible t o  the  rear  of the main house. 



Period Areas of Signiiicance--Check and justify below 
- prehistoric _- archeology-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning -- landscape architecture- religion 

1400-1493 - archeology-historic conservation .- law -- science 
- 1500-1599 - agriculture - economics -- literature -sculpture 
-. 1600-1699 architecture -__education - military - social1 
- 1700-1799 _L art -- engineering -music humanitarian 
_!'- 1800-1899 - commerce - explorationisettlement -- philosophy -theater 
- 1900-  communications - industry -. politicstgovernment -transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 
- 

Specific d a t e r  1836. BuilderIArchitect unknown .- 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Painting and graining, the  special  decorative treatment of i n t e r i o r  woodwork i n  
imi t a t ionof  f ine  woods and marbles, was a c r a f t  widely pract iced i n  antebellum Virginia, 
The character of this painting and graining varied from the  wild and co lor fu l ly  impres- 
s ion i s t i c  t o  precise  imitations of precious materials. There a r e  few well-preserved 
examples of t h i s  embellishment, although it was formerly found i n  dwellings of widely 
divergent s i z e  and cal iber  throughout the  Cornonwealth. Extant examples a r e  concentrated 
in  the  region south of the  James f i v e r ,  Typical of the  more res t ra ined  and more careful ly  
d e l i n e a t e d f o n  of graining and marbleizing t h a t  characterized t h e  moderate-size plantat ion 
houses of Southside Virginia is t h a t  i n  Snow H i l l ,  Surry County. 

The two-story frame house a t  Snow H i l l  was b u i l t  by Samuel Booth i n  1836 on the 111- 
acre t r a c t  he had purchased from David Cocke i n  1817. Booth served a s  a captain i n  the  
Surry County Mi l i t i a  and l a t e r  as  a l ieutenant  colonel of the  71st Regiment of the Virginia 
Mil i t ia .  The house Booth erected i s  notable not only fo r  i t s  decorated i n t e r i o r  woodwork 
but as  a good example o f a n W I "  house, a house type consisting of two s t o r i e s  and a single- 

[ p i l e ,  center-passage plan. The type i s  a blending of vernacular and Georgian forms and 
was the most popular pat tern fo r  Virginia farmhouses from t h e  l a t e  18th t o  t h e  l a t e  19th 
centuries. The BooL& house i s  exceptionally well  proportioned and has f ine  de t a i l i ng  i n  
i t s  t a l l ,  ex te r ior  end chimneys and ex ter ior  trim. 

The f i r s t  notation for  improvements on the  property is  found i n  t h e  Surry County land 
book for  1837 when $1,380 is  l i s t e d  fo r  improvements on what had grown t o  a 172.5-acre 
t r a c t .  An additional $618 i n  improvements was noted the following year.  In 1859 Booth sold 
the property t o  William H. Hood of Southampton County and moved t o  Sussex County where he 
died i n  1876. Hood retained possession of the property u n t i l  1875, when Binns Beverly 
Booth, son of the bui lder ,  purchased back a l l  the land sold by h i s  fa ther .  

In 1904 Booth sold the dwelling house and 200 acres t o  h i s  son Samuel Peter Booth. In 
1916 S. P. Booth added a kitchen wing t o  the back of the dwelling which was reroved during 
a res torat ion i n  the 1970s. A t  Booth's death i n  1933, the property was willed t o  John Leo 
Wilcox, the  only son of Samuel Peter Booth's s i s t e r ,  Edmonia Booth Wilcox. The present 
owners inheri ted the property i n  1954. The outbuildings were removed i n  the ear ly  p a r t  of 
the  present century. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property acres 
Quadrangle name Waverl~,  V ! !  Quadrangle scale -.=a00 
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Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning a t  a po in t  2000 '  SSW of intersect=& of 
State  routes 40 and 612, 1300 '  E of Otterdam Swamp and 1.4 miles N of Blackwater River; 
thence extending 650'  ESE t o  W s ide  of sa id  route 40; thence extending 700' SSW along s a i d  
s ide  of s a id  route; thence extending 650'  WNW; thence extending 650 '  NNE t o  point  of o r ig in .  -- 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries (See Continuation Sheet #l 

state code county code -- - 

state code county code 

I I 4 1. Form Prenared BY 

nameltitle Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Staff  
-- -- -- 

organization Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission date September 1979 
-- 

street & number 2 2 1  Governor S t r ee t  teieohone (R04) 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state Virginia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-- -national X state - local -- 
AS the designated state Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 84- 

in the National Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 
set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

- -- . .----...--.-.-p--.. ~ 

Tucker Hill, Executive Director 
title Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission date szp b 10 1973 

~~ 

ereby certify that th 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The nominated proper ty  of t e n  a c r e s  includes t h e  house and t h e  sites o f  t h r e e  
known outbui ld ings .  I t  is a f r a c t i o n  of the  t o t a l  acreage owned by Samuel Booth Mhen 
he b u i l t  t h e  house i n  1836. 








