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4. National Park Service Certification

—

I, hereby certify that this property is:

emtered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the National Register
___See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the National Register
removed from the Nationsl Register

___ other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action

Ownerslnp ofProperty(Checkasmyboxes as lpply)
_X_ private
___public-local
—_public-State
_____public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X _ building(s)
____district
___ site
_ . Structure
___object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing
- __2 _ buildings
sites
- _ 4  structures
objects
6__Total

L]

Number of contnbl.mng resources previously listed in the Nauonal
Register _ 0 _

Name of related muitiple property listing N/A
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6. Functionor Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: _Single Dwelling

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation__ brick '
roof synthetics
walls __ wood: weatherboard

 other

Nirraﬁve Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more comﬁon sheets.)

Register listing) |
A Property is associated with events that have made a significant

contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.
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X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of & master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark '"X" in all the boxes that apply.)
___ A ownedbya reﬁgious institution or used for religions purposes.
B removed from its original location.
____C abirthplace or a grave.
D acemetery.
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
_F  acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

i

Period of Significance __ca.1750-1800

Significant Dates

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)  N/A

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architeet/Builder _ Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continustion sheets.)
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9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

_X_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
—__Dbreviously listed in the National Register

—___previously determined eligible by the National Register

__designated a National Historic Landmark

___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
—_ Other State agency

—_Federal agency

Local government

__ University

Name of repository: _Virginia Department of Historic Resources

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
118 312260 4109100 3 __
2 4 _

__ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

organization date 6 January 2000

street & number 1380 i idee Rd telephone__ 804-763-3595

city or town___ Midlothian state VA  zip code__23112
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Shveu
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerons resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additionsl items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the reguest of the SHPO or FPO.)
name__ Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Wells

street & number 4861 Laurel Drive telephone_804-834-3579
city or town__Disputanta state_ VA 7ip code_ 23842

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing
listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 8 benefit in accordance with the Nationsl Historic Preservation Act,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per respoase
inclading the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.
Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division,
National Park Service, P.0. Bax 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget,
Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Architectural Description

Situated approximately ¥z mile from state highway 601 in the southwestern corner of Surry County is the
property known as Cedar Ridge. All that remains of the historic farm’s 1000+ acres are the original house built circa
1750 and three acres. The one-and-half-story colonial house faces the south, and is surrounded by soybean and corn
fields to the north, south, and east. To the west of the property is a heavily wooded area with fields just beyond. The
house and immediate yard is filled with a variety of deciduous trees and bushes, including cedar and walnut trees. A
number of older outbuildings dot the property. These date from the mid- to-late eighteenth to the early- and late-
twentieth centuries.

Cedar Ridge is an excellent example of mid-eighteenth century Virginia vernacular domestic architecture,
Beginning as a simple one-room dwelling, the house eventually evolved into a two room, hall/parior plan, with two
upstairs rooms linked by a central rear staircase with the later addition of an enclosed breezeway connecting to a two-
story rear kitchen and bedchamber addition. The footprint of the house resembles a modified “T™ shape.

The one-and-a-half story house is a single-pile building, three bays wide, resting on a raised brick foundation
laid in English bond. Located on the front facade foundation wall on either side of the entrance porch are wood-framed
vents with metal bars. The pegged framework house is covered with weatherboard and has cornerboards; close
examination of the weatherboards reveal clear evidence of hand-wrought nails. The gable-side roof has raking eaves,
boxed rafters, and is covered with composition shingles. Piercing the roof on both the front and rear slope are two
gabled clapboard dormers; the dormers’ roofs, with their slight overhang, frame molded closed pediments. Located on
either gable-side end of the house is an elaborate double-shouldered, “T-shaped” chimmey with corbeled caps. The base
of both chimmeys is further distinguished by a stepped base. A brick bulkhead with wood double doors is located to the
north of the east chimney. The bulkhead marks the entrance to the English cellar, whose floor is covered with square
paving bricks; at the north end of the cellar is 2 wood door with a wood cased lock. To the north of the west chimney is
a smgle-leaf wood two-paneled door with wood surround that leads to the interior living room. However, the steps
leading to this door are no longer extant and, consequently, the door is unused.

' At one time, a shed roof porch covered the entire front facade, supported by square posts. Now marking the
central entrance to the front facade are a series of wood steps with a simple wood bannister and square newel posts.
These lead to the gable-roofed front porch, which is a later addition; the gabie-front end is covered with clapboard and
the roof is composition shingle. Simple wood posts support the porch roof; a simple wood balustrade is found on
either side of the entrance doors. An unusual feature of the house is the original side-by-side four-paneled wood,
entrance doors with wood surrounds, Almost all of the windows found throughoyt Cedar Ridge are original: 9/9
double-hung sash on the first floor and 6/6 double-hung sash in the four dormers. All have wood surrounds.

Attaching the house to the two-story addition is & small, one-story frame and horizontal board covered
breezeway, resting on a combination of stretcher bond and Flemish bond variant foundation. A central vent opening,
similar to those found on the front foundation wall, is located on both the east and west side foundation walls. The
breezeway is covered by a gable-side roof of composition shingle. A fixed French door serves as a window on the east
side. Attached to the west side of the breezeway is a later, one-story, frame, shed roof bathroom addition, covered with
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horizontal wood boards and with a single double-hung sash 6/6 window.

A two-story addition, which was probably added not long after construction of the house, contains the kitchen
and an upstairs room. Resting on a brick foundation laid in a Flemish bond variation, the frame addition is also covered
with weatherboard and has cornerboards. The addition roof mirrors the roof of the original block with its raking eaves
and boxed rafters; it is, however, covered with standing seam metal. Attached to the north gable end of the houseisa
brick double-shouldered chimney with a corbeled cap. The same type of stepped base located on the main house
chimneys is also evidenced here. On either side of the chimney are identical vent openings seen elsewhere on the
foundation. On the east side of the addition is a central wood six-paneled entrance door with a wood surround. Located
directly above the doorway is a 6/9 double-hung sash window with wood surround. On the south wall of the addition
there is a second-story, nine-light fixed window with wood surround. 9/9 double-hung sash windows with wood
surrounds are located on the first floor of the north wall on either side of the chimney. The second floor windows,
found directly above the first floor openings, consist of 6/9 double-hung sash windows with wood surrounds.

The interior of Cedar Ridge has remained for the most part remarkably pristine. As such, it gives a visitor a
good sense of how the house and its rooms were used by the generations of families who lived there. The plan of the
house was a common one for the period: one room on the main floor with a loft room above. An addition of an
identical room adjoining the main block with another room upstairs completed the main block of the house, giving it a
hall/parlor plan,

Much of the home’s original material has been kept in good condition throughout the house. Still intact and in
excellent condition are the wide pine floorboards. The original plaster walls are now covered with various patterned
wallpapers, whose styles compliment the interior. Other examples of the interior ornamentation are the beaded molding
wainscoting, which decorates the front two rooms, further unifying the home’s appearance. At one time, the
wainscoting was also found on the room entrance doors, but is has been removed. Entrance room doors are six-paneled
wood doors with wood surrounds; many still have their original hardware, which consists of wrought-iron, H-L, or
strap hinges. Almost all the doors have retained their original porcelain door knobs and in a few cases their small square
lock boxes as well, )

Yet each room at Cedar Ridge has its own character as evidenced by the home’s six fireplaces, one for every
room. The original *“hall” room of the house, later used as a dining room and now as a downstairs study, boasts the
largest fireplace, a good example of an early colonial hearth with a large, recessed paneled mantlepiece and a shallow
shelf outlining an arched opening, The parlor ( now main entrance and living room) fireplace is marked by a more
stylized mantle more fully in keeping with the Iater Federal style. The mantlepiece, although not as large as the one in
the hall room, consists of raised wood beaded moldings topped by a raised ogee and a beaded molded narrow shelf;
directly undemneath the shelf is a denticular cornice with pierced wood decoration. The entire mantlepiece surrounds a
square hearth opening. To the north of the fireplace is a four-paneled wood door that once led to the west yard area.

A rear central staircase with a board and batten door marks the narrow stairway entrance to the upstairs story.
On the east wall of the upstairs hallway is further evidence of the home’s chronology as evidenced by the original
clapboard siding that once marked the exterior west wall of the original house block.. A narrow pine-floor landing
leads to two bedrooms, the one on the eastside situated directly above the hall room, the one on the westside above the
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The eastside bedroom entrance door consists of a two-paneled wood door with raised moldings; the original
wrought iron looped latch and iron door knob are still intact. Like the downstairs, this room has wide pine floorboards
with the north and south dormers providing light. A central fireplace located on the east wall has a simple beaded
molding mantle with a larger central recessed panel, covering; an arched hearth opening. The westside bedroom is
identical to the one on the eastside with the exception of its mantlepiece, which covers a square hearth opening.

The breezeway also covered with wide pine flooring identical to that found in the rest of the house leads to the
second-story addition where the kitchen and an upper bedroom chamber are located. It appears that based on the
materials used in constructing the breezeway and the kitchen that these additions were made not long after the main
house was built. Located on the west wall of the breezeway is an entrance door leading to a small bathroom addition
put in by Mr. Wells, the current owner. _

Like the original portion of the house, the kitchen has a number of unique features that testify to the original
craftsmanship that distinguishes Cedar Ridge. Instead of the wide pine floorboards found throughout the rest of the
house, narrower pine flooring had been laid. The kitchen also has beaded molded wood wainscoting with paneled
woodwork below. The north wall is marked by the original central hearth with a brick arched opening surrounded a
uniquely styled mantlepiece of molded wood topped by an elliptical concave shaped molding capped by another narrow
ogee molding shelf The original hearthstones are also in evidence here. On the west wall is a six-paneled raised
molding entrance door that leads to the yard. Directly south of the entrance door is a staircase leading to the second
floor. The stair rail provides another example of the craftsmanship found throughout the house; a carved balustrade
with a molded rail connects to a square newel post topped with a carved newel cap that is similar in spirit to those done
at Bacon’s Castle during its first restoration by Elizabeth Allen. A four-paneled wood door closes off the upstairs from
the kitchen area. Next to the staircase is a smaller four-paneled molded wood door that houses a pantry area; there is
evidence of the ladder that was used to reach the cellar.

The slightly winding staircase leads directly to a small hall landing. A storage area closed off by a four-paneled
molded wood door is located on the west wall. To the north of the hall landing is a room that was once probably
another bedchamber but that which is now used as a study. It has 8 wood six-paneled molded entrance door. The
room is laid with the same wide pine flooring, and a central fireplace is located on the north wall. The fireplace is
smaller in size than those in the other two bedrooms. The mantle surrounding the square opening consists of two-
recessed panels topped by a simple molded wood shelf. This fireplace has been boarded up and is the only fireplace that
is currently unusable.

In general, the structure and layout of the original house have remained intact. Other than making the necessary
adjustments for modern wiring and plumbing, the current owners have shown great sensitivity to the original design and
have carried out repairs and restoration only to maintain the structure.

When Mr. Wells purchased Cedar Ridge in 1977, the property had stood empty for almost twenty-five years.
During that time, the original exterior chimneys on the east and west sides of the main house had deteriorated to such a
degree that they had to be rebuilt. The new chimneys are faithful to the originals. Mr. Wells also had to replace portions
of the original siding on the east and west exterior walls, as well as in portions of the breezeway. Again, these repairs
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were carried out with a concern to preserve the integrity of the original structure. The fixed French door used as a
window on the east wall replaced another entrance door that once led to a small shed roof porch. Another small shed
roof porch, on which the former owner placed her flowers, was once attached to the east wall of the main house above
the bulkhead ares. This porch has also been removed. The original cedar shakes, which covered the roof, were so
badly deteriorated at the time Mr. Wells bought the house, that he had to replace them with composition shingles. At
some point, he hopes to recover the roof with cedar shakes to restore the original appearance of the house. The only
other modern alteration is found in the simple wood deck and steps attached to the east wall of the kitchen where the
original kitchen entrance is located.

There is one contributing and a number of non-contributing outbuildings at Cedar Ridge. Most are found in
yard immediately adjacent to the main house and give testimony to the evolution of the property as a farm. The sole
contributing resource, located in the southeast corner of the yard, is a one-story outbuilding that, according to the
current owner and historical records, may once have served as slaves’ quarters. The frame and clapboard covered
building has a gable-side roof of v-crimp metal, raking eaves, boxed rafters, and rests on stone piers; the mterior rafters
and frame of the building are notched. The exterior cladding is a combination of the same cladding material as is found
on the main house and a weatherboard that was added later. Portions of the building still have the original hand-
wrought nails like those found at the main house, as well as more modern cut nails throughout. Based on this evidence,
it appears that at least a portion of the building dates from approximately the same period as the main house.

The front facade is marked by two entrance doors, each leading into a small chamber. Both chambers have
wide pine plank flooring. The northwest corner of the east room shows an opening that leads into a small loft area. The
flooring of the loft is wood tongue and groove. Located at the west end of the loft is what appears to have been a small
fire pit, approximately 18-20 inches square and approximately 8 inches deep. This pit contained ashes and sand. The
interior east wall of the west room is covered with what appears to be the same cladding material as the main house.
The doors consist of wood planks with crude wood surrounds. A small window opening is found in the west gable end
of the building. To the north and east of the building is an open space with a grape arbor and other diverse plantings.

The location of the quarters raises some interesting questions about the pattern of daily life at Cedar Ridge.
Given the unusually close proximity of the building to the main house, one can speculate about who lived there. The
construction of the building, which shows a knowledge of then-current building techniques, makes it entirely possible
that Avery had among his slaves a skilled artisan or two who could have built the structure and resided in it, or
alterpately, built the quarters for slaves who worked in the house.

To the northeast of this building is a one-story frame and horizontal board shed. The shed roof is made of V-
notch metal with exposed rafter tails. The front facade is marked by three entrance openings; a smaller window-sized
opening is focated to the south of the entrances. To the west of this shed is a frame and weatherboard gas house with
comerboards. The gable-side roof is covered by V-notch metal, has raking eaves, exposed rafter tails, and rests on a
poured concrete foundation. A central entrance wood plank door with wood surround in found on the west wall. To
the north of the gas house is a one-story frame smokehouse resting on a concrete foundation. The gable-front roof'is
covered with cedar shakes and has overhanging raking eaves and boxed rafters. The south front facade has a central
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wood paneled entrance door with wood surround; directly above is a small, fixed four-light window, also with wood
surround. On the east and west walls are paired 6/6 double-hung sash windows with wood surrounds. The
smokehouse was once covered with weatherboard; it has since been replaced with vinyl siding that is the same shade of
blue as the house. Beyond the immediate yard to the north is another yard area, delineated by a wall of trees and
shrubs. Here at the north end of the property is another one-story, frame shed covered with plywood. The shed roof is
V-notch metal; two front openings mark the front facade. To the west of the shed is a modern dog pen; to the south of
the pen is a modern above-ground swimming pool.
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Situated approximately ¥z mile from state highway 601 in the southwestern comer of Surry County is the
property known as Cedar Ridge. All that remains of the historic farm’s original 1000+ acres are the original house built
circa 1750 and approximately three acres. Cedar Ridge is eligible for consideration for the National Register of Historic
Places under Criterion C, in that the building is an excellent example of mid-eighteenth-century Virginia vernacular
domestic architecture. The home, probably built by Surry resident Colonel Richard Avery sometime around 1750, hegan
as a simple one room down-one room up building and eventually evolved nto a two room, hall/parlor plan, its upstairs
linked by a central rear staircase with later additions of an enclosed breczeway connecting to a two-story rear kitchen
and bedchamber addition. Despite standing vacant and neglected for almost three decades, the house has since been
rescued and maintained in a way that has kept the majority of the home’s original features mtact. Although no longer
part of a working farm, the home and its environs have remained relatively untouched, protected as they are by the
surrounding farmiand. The significance of this property is not in who lived here, but rather in the structure itself and the
contributions it makes to the architectural history of Virginia..

Surry County, Virginia, sometimes known as the “Cradle of the Republic,” was named for the English county of
Surrey, which lies on the south side of the Thames River near London. Situated on the James River southwest of
Jamestown, seventeenth-century Surry County extended along the river for twenty miles. It was bounded to the
northwest at Upper Chippokes Creek by Charles City County and to the southwest at Lawnes Creek by Isle of Wight
County. At one time, Surry County extended southward to the North Carolina border, while the western boundary ran
unchecked into the frontier wilderness. The Nottoway River formerly served as a boundary line between Surry and
Charles City Counties.

For most of the seventeenth century, the settlement of Surry County extended only fifteen miles inland, halting
at the Blackwater River. The principal tributaries of the James River, such as Gray’s Creek and Lower Chippokes
Creek, were short, extending back from the James only about five miles. Approximately three miles further inland, the
land crested to a height of one hundred feet. On the other side of this watershed, the creeks and streams of Surry
County flowed away from the James and toward the Blackwater River and Albemarle Sound. Geography thus impeded
the expansion of Surry County. Despite these obstacles, Surry County sttracted planters almost from the first.’

Early settlers to the region soon took to calling the area immediately south of the James River the “Surrey side,”
in remembrance of the English county back home. At some point they dropped the “e” from the name and the area
became known as “Surry.” This area, which became the home of Richard Avery, was mitially inhabited by the
Quiyoughcohanocks, who were allies of the Algonquian-Powhatan Chiefdom, The first English settlers, described as
proceeding “leisurely” to the area of the future county, were guided there by Jamestown resident and leader, Captain

! Kevin P, Kelly, “'In dispers’d Country Plantations’: Settlement Patterns in Seventeenth-
Century Surry County, Virginia,” in Thad W. Tate and David L. Ammerman, eds., The
Chesapeake in the Seventeenth Century: Essays on Anglo-American Soclety and Pohtlcs,
New York: W. W. Norton & Companv. 1979. pp. 183-84,
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John Smith. They arrived in the vicinity sometime during early May 1607. One of the members of the group, Captain
George Percy, described the region as populated with “woods in fine paths, that had most pleasant springs which issued
from the mountains. We went through the goodliest corn fields that were seen in any country.™

Within a year, the English had established a small settlement and fort approximately two miles from the mouth of
Gray’s Creek in present-day Surry County. Like Jamestown, the tiny community struggled to survive during its first
years of existence. By 1625, the Virginia Company officially listed sixteen settlers holding land patents in the area of
Surry. In 1634, the area became a part of James City County. As the county continued to grow in population, the
establishment of new parishes became necessary. By 1652, Surry County formally made its first appearance in the court
records of the colony.?

At the time Cedar Ridge was built, Surry County had been in existence for almost a century, The county had
grown, but its western and southern portions were still considered the frontier. Nevertheless, Surry was home to a
number of wealthy planters and landowners. Acres of the forest that George Percy had described almost a century and a
half earlier were now planted in tobacco and corn.

The first mention of a Richard Avery comes in 1673 when his name appears on the “List of Tithables” for Surry
County. Little is known of Avery. An examination of the early court records for Surry County indicates that he enjoyed
a degree of prosperity that enabled him actively to engage in land speculation and other real estate ventures throughout
Surry, Prince George, and Sussex Counties. He seems also to have enjoyed the regard, or at least the confidence, of his
neighbors and the local courts, for he was often called upon to serve as a witness to wills and other legal transactioss, to
appraise the estates of those who died intestate, and even for a brief period to serve as a constable for the county. *

Richard Avery died in 1685. Although information is sparse, a second Richard Avery, commeonly referred to as
Colonel Richard Avery, appears in the county records beginning in 1741. Colonel Avery was possibly a grandson or
great-grandson of the original Richard Avery. Like the first Richard Avery, Colonel Avery also marked himself as a
fairly distinguished member of the Surry commumity, serving as witness for numerous legal transactions and, more
important, as a soldier during the Revolutionary War, in which he eamed the rank of Colonel. He also appears to have
married well, taking as his wife a daughter of the locally prominent Rose family. It is this second Richard Avery who
would build and own Cedar Ridge. Again, like his namesake, the second Richard Avery also engaged in diverse land
transactions. Among them was one that took place on the 15® of March 1741, when Richard Avery applied for and was
granted a land patent for seventy-five acres on the “south side of the Nottoway River.” Nearly six years later, on

¥

2 John Boddie, Colonial Surry, Richmond, Virginia: Dietz Press, 1948, p.14.
3 Tbid., p. 25.
4 Surry County Virginia Court Records Book III, Book IV, Bool§ V.

5 Land Office Patents and Grants. Book No. 20. n. 218.



























