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7 DESCRIPTION.

(Check One)

[} Excellent Good . [ Fair [ Deteriorated {71 Ruins {1 Unexposed

CONDITION (Chock One) (Check Gnos)

1 AMered K] Unoltered ] Moved K] Original Site

DESCRISBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If known) PHYSIC AL APRPEARANCE

.panels, a beautifully molded mantel shelf-projects. The architrave on a

Fortsville is a. frame, two-story structure set on a brick foundation with
two shallow, one-story wings flanking the pedimented gable end (north)
facade., The two-bay wings are flush with the north end of the deep,
three-bay center section. The use of a modillioned and dentilled cornice
and an elliptical fanlight in the_pediment give sophistication to an
otherwise simple structure. The one-story porch on the center section

is possibly original but has been altered. Two brick chimneys, rising

from the wings, flank the center block; a brick exterior end chimney with
flanking one-story, frame pent closets is located at the rear of the center
section., Portions of the foundation reveal Flemish bond brickwork, although
the masonry has been extensively repaired. The west side of the center
block has. been considerably hidden by additions, but the exposed eastern
foundation wall shows basément went openings with vertical wooden bars

set -diagonally to the plane of the wall. The east and west facades behind
the wings have central entrances with double, four-paneled doors and
transom above,

The interior plan of the central block is focused on a room entered from
the northern (main) facade that has a hall and a room behind, with a
single room in each wing. The hall behind the entrance room is narrower
than its adjacent rooms and has the two aforementioned double-door entrances;
on the east and west. Access to the second floor is by an enclosed stair
between the center room of the north facade and the west wing; the low
attic room in the west wing is reached by an enclosed stair in the southwest
corner of the room below.

. . . [ P EEI I S A P
Architrave framings are used on all door and window openings, and a
considerable variety of mantel designs exists, The mantel in 'the wes't
wing dates stylistically from the second half of the eighteenth century
in the Southside Virginia manmner,: using a broad architrave framing around

the fireplace opening abutting two panels directly above. Just above the
second-floor mantel is similar in feeling to the one just described, but

the framing surrounds both the opening and a horizontal, rectangular panel.
Several of the other mantels date from about 1900.
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O Pre-Columbian! ] V4th Century :g 18th Cantury ] 20th Centwy
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‘SPECIFIC DATE!S! (If Applicable and Known}
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‘Abor iginol ] Education u/. Political s O U"b"'""."'hl -
O Prehistoric 3 Enginesring [ Raligion/Phi. O3 Other (Specity)
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Agriculfture © O Invention [0 Science
vg Architecture ] Londscope [ Sculpture
0O Arn Architecture [ Social/Humon-
[ Commerce [C] Literature iterion
[J Communicetions 3 Militory [] Theater
[ Conservation [ Music [] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

3| o : . o
Fortsville was the home of John Y, Mason (1799-1859), member of '
Congress 1831-37, Secretary of the Navy 1844-45, Attorney General 1845-46)
Secretary of the Navy 1846-49, and minister to France 1853-59. Mason
was one of the three diplomats who in 1854 met unofficially at Ostend,
Belgium, and wrote the Ostend Manifesto, that called on the United
States to take possession of Cuba. Mason married Mary Ann Fort, whose
family had owned the property on which Mason built his house, and he
named his estate in honor of his wife.

With its impressive three-part composition and pedimented gable-end
front, Fortsville dates stylistically from the period 1780-1820,
although two of the mantels could appear in Southside Virginia houses
of an earlier date. Fortsville's three-part plan relates to other
houses of this period, such as Eppington in Chesterfield County, the
Semple House in Williamsburg, and Belnemus in Powhatan County, as

well as the five-part compositions at Battersea in Dinwiddie County,

and Brandon in Prince George County.--All.of-these houses . were inspired
directly or indirectly by Palladio's smaller Roman country house design,
as noted by Thomas T. Waterman,: While:Fortsville.is obviously not
alone in having a Palladian inspiration, the location of such a
structure in an isolated:-corner of Sussex County is almost as surprising
as its stark and lonely hilltop site.
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MAJOR BIDLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES =

Dictionary of American Biography,

Volume XII, 369-370.
Stephenson, Mary A., ry A., 0ld Homes in Surry & Sussex (Richmond, 1942).

Waterman, Thomas Tileston, The Mansions of Virginia, 1706-1776 (New York,

1945).

Whiffen, Marcus, American Architecture since 1780; A Guide to the Styles

(Cambridge, Mass., 1969).

'EOGRAPR!CAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINA‘I’ES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

0 DEFINING THE CENTER PGINT OF A PROPEATY

LATITUDE AND LONG!TUDE COORDINATES

OF LESS THAN TE‘N ACRE!

CORNEH‘ LATITUDE LONGITURE R LATITUUE LONGfTUDE
Dagreas Minutes Seconds |Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
nwo136° 430 02 [77 ° 250 07" o ' . ° ' -
g: 36° 437 02° |77 : 24" 3717
1| 3 ' . g ® =1t
| o130. 43 3. 177 . 34 37
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ProPeErTY: 100 acres

L1ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY . CODE
STATE: COLE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CCoDE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

ORM.PREPARED B/

NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W, Moody, Jr., Director

CRGAMIZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commigsion

DATE

March,,9,: 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:!

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE

Richmond”

Virginia 4§_

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Regiater end certifly that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Setvice. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [ State [X) Local [}

Name’

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairmayg
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm]

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register. )

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histaric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

sgion

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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