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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION " CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Little Town is situated in rural Sussex County, near the tiny settlement of Littleton.
The two-story house is built of brick laid in Flemish bond, with rubbed brick jambs,
corners, belt course and beveled water table. The house is in two parts--a three-

bay, double-pile, side-hall-plan block to the north, and an original three-bay single-
cell parlor wing to the south. The windows have nine-over-nine sash and stone lintels
with keystones on the first floor, and mine-over-six sash on the second. There are
similar stone lintels over the basement grilles. A gable roof with a modillien cornice
and interior end chimneys covers the house, Scratched inte a brick at the base of

the wing chimney is the date 18ll. There is an original pedimented front porch with

a delicate modillion and pdnch-&nd-déﬂtil“cbrn{cé dnd an applied star in the tympanum.
The parlor in the wing 'is the'principal room" in thejhousé.'7Réc¢§éed?§éhél wainscoting
with elaborate graining is carried around the room. A mantel with paneled pilasters,
an extremely tall frieze with narrow entablature’blohks:ahdlcéptral‘féblet and a
wall-of-Troy fret cornice is mounted on the projecting chimney fate. ~Above this is
painted in a round-headed papel an American eagle surrounded by eighteen stars. Traces
of another eagle, with its wings turned up instead of down, are also visible.. This
painting was once enframed by an elaborately molded ceramic~tile surround, which survives
and is awaitipng restoration.

The passage is also embellished with recessed-panel wainscoting, which is carried up
the stairs. The panels are grained in a dark-red color, the stiles and rails painted
green, and the baseboard marbleized with a light-grey paint. There is a plaster
ceiling medallion decorated with arrows, and bearing traces of paint as well., The

" open-string stalr has a molded banister and square newel, three rectangular balusters

to a tread, simple sawn brackets, and a paneled sprandrel,

The dining (northeast) room has the same type of wainscoting as in the other rooms,

The austere mantel, with its paneled pilasters, tall, plain frieze and unembellished
entablature blocks, is enlivened by the overmantel decoration. A square plaster

panel is surrounded by ceramic tiles; those on the top and sides have a floral pattern,
while those on the bottom depict exotic animals: two camels, a rhinoceros, and an
elephant. The northwest room has been altered for use as a kitchen, and has no

early trim, :

Several outbuildings survive on the property. Most notable is the original double
dairy, a frame building with sawn-work vents. Also present are a nineteenth-century
crib, am early twentieth-century smokehouse, and several more recent sheds, all of
frame construction.

bTU

The 28 acres being nominated are almost totally framed by trees, forming a natural
clearing. Visually, this is the most important portion of the Little Town tract,
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PERIOD AREAS QF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —AELIGION
—1400-1439 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —_LAW ~ SCIENCE
- .-1500-1549 _X_AGRICU LTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE ' -~ SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 }ARCHiTECTUHE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 EART —_ENGINEERING —MusiC —THEATER
&1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _.PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1300- - COMMUNICATIGNS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE o

Little Town in Sussex County is a strlklngly handsome and. well-preserved SpECLmEn
of the Early Republican architecture of Southside Virginia, The survival of its
early wall paintings, plasterwork, and grained and marbleized woodwork render the
house ‘an especially important document of. period decoration. -Built in 1811, the: . -
-property remains in the family of its builder, James C. Balley, an . early-clerk-of
the Sussex County Court. S T

The Bailey family apparently came to Sussex County from Surry County, from which
Sussex was formed.in 1752, Michael Bailey, father of the builder, served as the
third Clerk of the Sussex County Court, 1786-1798. At his death in 1798, he left
a substantial estate which included many slaves, horses, carraiges, and china.
One of his somns, James C. Bailey, succeeded both to his plantation and to the
lucrative clerkship.

It was this man who built Little Town in 18l1. The date is inscribed upon the chimney,
and accords with the architectural evidence. Because of Bailey's clerkship, the

Large parlor in the south wing, with its patriotic American eagle painted over the
mantel, has been thought to have been built as a court room, but this was not the
contemporary practice, and Sussex County had a courthouse near the site of its

present one, as early as 1756, Rather, the arrangement of a side-hall~-plan block

with a large parlor wing was one frequently employed for substantial rural houses

of eaxly nineteenth-century Virginia. The claim that Bailey's Clerk's Office was

at Little Town is similarly in conflict with the normal practice,

»Bailey's house was indeed a substantial one for the period. The county tax assess-
ment on his buildings in 1820 stood at $£5200, the highest in Sussex County. At his
death in 184, he left a large estate which passed to his wife. The property has
remained in family hands, and was recently acquired by Robert Bailey, who is reno-
vating it.
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FSTIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPEATY 28 acres
UTM REFERENCES i

Al1,8] [310,6]742;0) |4,088+616,4, oj 81,8 1310,6{7,1,0] [4,008,6(2,310

ZONE EASTING NORTHING - : ZONE EASTING NORTHING
ci{1;8] |3]osel1y2i0l 14,0l8.612,4,0] - oli.s] [310s6]1;3,0] [4;018,6]6.6i0]

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The 28 acres comprising the Little Town property are bounded

by a line begfnning at a point,;:on the south side of:State Route 622 one mile west of the

intersection of State Routes 35 and 622; then running 1500 feet west along the southern side

of State Route 622; thence extending approximately 400 feet south following tree line; then
running 1000 feet east following tree line; then curving 1600 feet southwest following tree

line; then extending 400 feet west following tree line; then curving 700 generally northeast
following tree line; thence curving approximately 1200 feet NNW following tree line to point

of origin,
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff
ORGANIZATION . DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission September 1976
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221 Govermor Street : © (804) 786-3144
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Richmond - ‘ : : Virginia

mSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
"NATIONAL __. STATE_X__ LOCAL __

As the designated State Historic Préservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and progedures set fcrt by atipnal Park Service.
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TiITLe  funius R. Flshburr( Jr., Executive Director DATE
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