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The town of  IJocahontas is loca ted  south  of the Virginia-Wcst  I 

V i r g i n i a  i i n e  i n  t h e  Tailre1 Crcek Valley of Tazewcll County. Eounded by 
h i l l s  e s c e p t  where t h e  c r e e k  e n t c r s  and d e p a r t s ,  the town grew f i r s t  a l o n g  
t h e  p i c tu resque  w a t e r l i n e  and l a t e r  c r e p t  up a long  t h e  s t e e p  h i l l s i d e s  s o u t h  
of  t h e  c r e e k  w i t h  t h e  town cemetery and mines loca ted  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  I n  t h e  
mining a r e a ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  mine is open t o  the  pub l i c  and the  miners  ba th -  
house, a  s t o n e  one-s tory  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  hipped roof capped by a monitor  l i g h r ,  
remains nearby.  

'9 The town pro?er  m y  be examined i n  two por t ions :  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
.neighbori:ood a l o n g l i a t e r  S t r e e t  and t h e  a r e a  between Water S t r e e t  and Route 
644 inc lud ing  t h e  neighborhoods known a s  " ~ r a h a m v i i l e "  and "Ymple Grove; " 
and secondly ,  t h e  predominantly eomniercial Cent re  S t r e e t  w i t h  i t s  c r o s s  
s t r e e t s ,  Church and S t .  C l a i r .  The r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood i s  a lmos t  
t o t a l l y  of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  company-built ,  u s ing  board and b a t t e n  o r  
weatherboard s i d i n g ,  and p r e s e n t l y  e i t h e r  having a  c o n p o s i t i o a  s h i n g l e  o r  

VI 

rn 
t i n  r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l .  A m a j o r i t y  of  t hese  houses a r e  duplex,  two s t o r i e s  i p. h e i g h t  w i th  shed roof  porches. V a r i a t i o n s  occur  through t h e  use of  connect  
shed roof  ha l f -dormers  a t  t h e  two c e n t e r  bays of four  bay duplexes  and t h e  
o c c a s i o n a l  appearance of c e n t e r  chimneys s e t  d i agona l ly  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  co r -  
n e r  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  the  four-room p lans  below. Larger  houses w i t h  deeper  
f l o o r  p l a n s  occur  a long  :,:ater S t r e e t  eas'i of Cent re  S t r e e t .  Tne supe r in -  
t e n d a n t ' s  house on t h e  e a s t e r n  r i d g e  overlooking t h e  town i s  a  s i m p l i f i e d  
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e ,  be ing  frame, two s t o r i e s ,  on a n  i r r e g u l a r  
p l a n  w i t h  c r o s s  gable  and p r o j e c t i n g  oczagonal  tower. A l l  of t h e  churches 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  a r e  s imple  frame boxes w i t h  gab le  r o o f s  i n  a  v e r n s c u l a r  Gothic 
Xevival s t y l e  having s n a l l  cupolas  o r  low b e l l  towers and l a n c e t  a rched  
openings. The excep t ion  i s  t h e  s t o n e  B a p t i s t  Church a t  t h e  w e s t  end o f  
Water S t r e e t  which has  a n  i r r e g u l a r  p l a n  wLth wide Tudor-arched windows and 
s imple  l axce t - a rched  mul l ions .  Most of t h i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  
f l a t  b a s i n  a l o n g  t h e  c reek ,  bu t  Water S t r e e t  con t inues  up t h e  e a s t e r n  h i l l -  
s i d e  cu rv ing  a s  i t  goes,  and o f f e r s  n o t  on ly  a  view 02 t h e  s e r p e n t i n e  row o f  
frame re s idences  a long  i t s  pa th  b u t  c o n t r a s t i n g  v i s t a s  of  t h e  n o r e  regimentec. 
town s t r e e t s  below. The b r i c k  e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  h i g h  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  
top  of  t h i s  h i l l  has  l i t t L e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and is  i n  d e t e r i o r a t e $  
c o n d i t i o n ,  bu t  s h a r e s  t h e  r i d g e  w i t h  a smll  frame Ca tho l i c  Church and t h e  
s u p e r i n t e n d a n t ' s  house. These r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  of  Pocahontas of  t e n  
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have t r e e - l i n e d  s t r e e t s  w i t h  wh i t e  p i c k e t  fences and many of  t h e  houses 1 
appea r  t o  b e  i n  s t a b l e  c o n d i t i o n .  I n d i v i d u a l  renovat ions  have caused sone 1 

I 
com?osi t ion s i d i n g  t o  appear  a long  w i t h  t h e  occas iona l  abscnee o f  o r i g i n a l  1 
porches.  A p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s c r v i v a ?  f r o n  the e a r l y  days o f  
P a c ~ h o n t a s  are t h e  t i n y  b r i c k  c o a l  s h ~ d s  loca ted  on the  s t r e e t  i n  f r o n t  of 
nmny of  cke houses .  Tnese r e c e p t i c l e s  were f i l l e d  from c o a l  wagons t i ~ r o u g h '  
openings on t h e  s t r e e t  s i d e  and emptied by t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a s  needed from 
doors  on t h e  lower s i d e  w a l l s .  

The c o m e r c i a 1  d i s t r i c t  fron:s on Cent re  S t r e e t  w:lich runs  from 
t h e  frame, one s t o r y  passenger  s t a t i o n ,  now a  r e s t a u r a n t ,  a long  Laure l  Creelc' 
southwards up t h e  h i l l .  A v a r i e t y  o f  l a r e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  b r i c k  two 
s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s  l i n e  t h e  s t r e e t ,  m n y  of  them, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  t h e  lolicr 

i 
I. (..lorth) end ,  be ing  f o r m e r  sa loons  d a t i n g  irom the e a r l y  ' e i g h t i e s .  Gracketd I 

and modil iLoncd corn ices  w i t h  occas ional  p z d i ~ x n t s  form thc  r o o E l i ~ ~ e  and thci 
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7 .  - 
scgmcntal and square-headed window openings a r e  framed by b r i c k  c o r b e l i n g  and 
panel ing .  A l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  s t o r e f r o n t s ' h a v e  occurred b u t  t h e  
upper s t o r i e s  g e n e r a l l y  remain i n t a c t .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r c s t  is t h e  double  
s t o r e  f r o n t  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  co rne r  of  %in  Al ley  and Cent re  S t r e e t  whose 
second s t o r y  c o n s i s t s  of an e l a b o r a t e  pressed-metal  facade w i t h  f o u r  dcmi- 
oc tagonal  vindow p r o j e c t i o n s  and a n  i n t r i c a t e  bracketed co rn ice .  Also i n  

I 
t hese  love r  blocks a r e  loca ted  t h e  sprawl ing  frame company s t o r e  a t  the  sou th -  

7 
e a s t - c o r n e r  of  Water and Cent re  S t r e e t s ,  a  two s t o r y  s t o n e  bank one b lock  t o  
the n o r t h ,  a  t u rn -o f - the -cen tu ry  b r i c k  pos t  o f f i c e  w i t h  s imula ted  f i r s t  f l o o r  
r u s t i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  nor thwest  co rne r  of  nuin Al ley  and Cent re  S t r e e t ,  and j u s t  
to  t h e  sou th ,  a r e c e n t  two s t o r y  Methodist Ci~urch - the s t r e e t ' s  major 
i n t r u s i o n .  J u s t  e a s t  of Cen t re  S t r e e t  on Water S t r e e t  a r e  t h e  Pocahontas 
Fuel Company's o f f i c e s  i n  a  r e c e n t  t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i i d i n g  and d i r e c t l y  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  s t a n d s  the  o l d  b r i c k  medical d ispensory ,  now vacan t .  But 
the  most n o t a b l e  n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  c r o s s  s t r e e t  i s  S t .  C l a i r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  
west  where t h e  1895 C i t y  Hall occupies  t h e  west  end o f  the  s o u t h  s i d e .  This  . . . 

br i ck ,  two s t o r y  I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  i t s  second f l o o r  aud i to r ium and 
t h r e e  s t o r y  tower i s  en r i ched  w i t h  b r i c k  c o r b e l i n g ,  a f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  and 
pediments over  t h e  c o r n e r  windows. A c e n t r a l  v i g n e t t e  a t  t h e  r o o f l i n e  i n  the. 
form of  a pediment supported by end consoles  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and i t s  
d a t e .  The C i t y  H a l l  b lock  a l s o  holds a  remarkably s o p h i s t i c a t e d  bank bu i ld -  
i n g  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  from i t s  p l a i n e r  b r i c k  c o m , e r c i a l  neighbors .  The bank 
wi th  i t s  arched  second f i o o r  windows and heavy wooden c o r n i c e  f e a t u r e s  a 
Richardsonian p o r t a l  c o n s i s t i n g  of  a n  entranceway f lanked by p l a i n  column 
s h a f t s  w i t h  cubiform c a p i t a l s  below molded b locks  t h a t  c o r b e l  o u t  t o  suppor t  
an e n t a b l a t u r e .  S t .  C l a i r  t u r n s  sou th  a t  t h e  C i t y  Xal l  c o r n e r  l i n k i n g  up 
w i t h  Church S t r e e t  one block f u r t h e r  south .  From t h i s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  may be 
seen t h e  weathengorn frame coff inmaker ' s  shop t o  t h e  west  and a s e r i e s  of  
b r i c k  and frame s t r u c t u r e s  t o  t h e  south  a c r o s s  Church S t r e e t .  Church S t r e e t  
narks  t h e  i n i t i a l  rise of  t h e  s t e e p  h i l l  t o  the  sou th ,  and t h e s e  l a t e - n i n e -  
t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g s ,  among which a r e  a Synagogue and a Nasonic H a l l ,  
r e s t  on a  b l u f f  over looking  t h e  f l a t  l ands  below. S t .  C l a i r  S t r e e t  e a s t  o f  
Cen t re  is dominated by b r i c k  commercial bu i ld ings  s i m i l a r  t o  those  on Cen t re  
S t r e e t  i nc lud ing ,  on i t s  n o r t h  s i d e ,  two s t r u c t u r e s  us ing  a  p r e s s e d - t i n  form 
on t h e i r  upper  s t o r i e s .  F u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  a r e  s e v e r a l  t y p i c a l  company- 
b u i l t  workers '  houses.  Church S t r e e t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  Cent re  S t r e e t  is s imi l a -  
t o  S t .  C l a i r  excep t  f o r  t h e  occurance of  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers o f  non-company 
frame houses w i t h  double-  t i e r e d  f r o n t  porches,  a  c h a r a c t e r i s  t i c  of  t h i s  
l a t e r  h i l l s i d e  a r e a .  A t  t h e  i n t e r e s e c t i o n  02 Church w i t h  Cen t re  S t r e e t  , t h  
modest b r i c k  s t o r e  houses t h e  United Mineworkers Union headquar te rs .  
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8 .  - 
The t o m  and mining ope ra t ions  of  Pocahontas were developed d u r i n g  , 

the  l a s t  two decades of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  by t h e  Southwest 
V i r g i n i a  Inlprovement Con:pa:~y. The company (now known a s  t n e  Pocahontas 
Fuel  Company) acqu i red  31,000 a c r e s  of land and undertook ti-.e f i r s t  con- 
merc ia l  mining o p e r a t i o n s  i n  what e v e n t u a l l y  became one of America 's  m j o r  
coal-producing r eg ions .  Tae Xorfolk and Western 's  Iiev River branch l i n e  
was com2leted t o  Pocahontas d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1882-83 and r e g u l a r .  c o a l  
shipments began soon t h e r e a f t e r .  

Named Pocahontas i n  1881 i n  honor of  t h e  I n d i a n  Princess ,  t h e  town 
was o f f i c i a l l y  recognized t h e  fo l lowing y e a r  when a p o s t  o f f i c e  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e .  Its h i s t o r y  p a r a l l e l s  t h a t  of o t h e r  conpany towns of  
t h e  pe r iod .  The company cons t ruc ted  hous ing  f o r  i ts  o f f i c e r s  and o t h e r  
employees, as w e l l  as a b a t h  house, company s t o r e  and of f ;ces ,  and r e l o t e d  
b u i l d i n g s .  The employee paid h i s  r e n t ,  g roce ry  and drygoods b i l l ,  b a t h  
house f e e s ,  and o t h e r  personal  and Eamily expenses by neans of  c r e d i t  ex- I 

tended by t h e  company. "'i'his provided a n  easy  method f o r  ranagement of  
I 

o n e ' s  finances:' t h e  h i s t o r i a n  of Pocahontas has  observed,  " in  t h a t  money 
he r ece ived  a t  t h e  end of a pay pe r iod  was c l e a r  and a l l  ;>is necessa ry  

I 
d e b t s  f o r  t h e  month would be paid up." 

Ea r ly  Pocahontas had the  atmosphere of  a Western miae r s '  cam? o r  
"boom town." Even a f t e r  t h e  j e r r y - b u i l t  board ing  houses and shacks of  
I I Old Slabtown" gave way t o  company-built  housing p r i v a t e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  
continued t o  o p e r a t e  sa loons  which a t t r a c t e d  cus t o n e r s  i r o n  throug!:o~rt t h e  
l e g a l l y - d r y  county.  P u b l i c  i n t o x i c a t i o n  ( t h e r e  were a t  one t i n e  27 s a l o o r b ) ,  
gambling, f i g h t i n g ,  and t h e  d i s c h a r g e  of f i r e a r m s  were t h e  o r d e r  of  bus i -  1 
ness  f o r  many a miner on pzy-day Saturday n i g h t s .  I 

But t h e s e  sane  men, d u r i n g  t h e  odd h o u r s  l e f t  t o  tkem fo l lowing long 
s h i f t s  i n  t h e  mines, com2leted c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e i r  Union Church i n  1883. 
I f  t h e r e  were t imes f o r  w i ld  abandon, t h e r e  were a l s o  t i n c s  f o r  so lemni ty ;  I 

, e l r  fellows;,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1884, t h e  people of  Pocahontas bu r i ed  i l b  of  t b  
. 

IiilLcd i n  one o f  t h e  wors t  mining d i s a s t e r s  i n  the  h i s t o r y  of t h e  United 
S La t e s  . 

Pocahontas was dcvsloped because of i t s  r i c h  c o a l  d e a o s i t s ,  a n d i n  i t  

tons  of  c o a l  were mined. 

1 
seventy-two y c a r s ,  b e f o r e  the  mines wcre c losed  i n  1955, mare than 44,00i),000 

Architecturally speaking ,  t h e r e  a r e  no monuments of outscanding  i n d i -  I I v i d u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  Pocahontas.  The srra11 bank b u i l d i n g  and t;?c C i t y  I 

:[all on w e s t  st. ~ 1 a i . r  S t r e e t  a r e  handsome b u t  a r e  more i ~ ? o r t a n t  a s  1 .  
syn,bols of town functions ~ ~ ~ s e  and o t h e r  s u r v i v i n z  s t r i l c tu r*s . :  

See c o n t i n u a t i o c  s h ~ c t  
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8 .  - 
n o t  wi ths t and ing  t h e i r  obvious a e s t h e t i c  appea l ,  e x p r e s s . t h e  unique p a t t e r n  of  
l i f e  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  a mining town of  t h e  p a s t  cen tu ry .  The rows of  frame 
r;arkers '  houses have more va lue  a s  a reminder of t h e  hard l i f e  and monotony of  
e x i s t e n c e  than a s  a r e p e t i t i v e  l i n e a r  mot i f .  The same may be s a i d  f o r  t h e  
Cent re  S t r e e t  coinmercial b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  express  t h e  roughness and bawdiness of  
Pocahontas 's  s a loon  l i f e  r a t h e r  than e legance  of  V ic to r i an  n e t a l  and wood ' ,  

t i c t a i l i n g .  The v a l u e  o f  Pocahontas is t h a t  i t  has surv ived  a lmost  i n t a c t  i n  
t h e  wake of  a d e c l i n i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  and l o s s  o f  popula t ion .  A r e c e n t  
XUD-financed s t u d y  has  suggested t h a t  Pocaliontas be r e v i t a l i z e d  through 
developiaent a s  a t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  museum town t h a t  would i l l u s t r a t e  i n  a 
romanticized f a s h i o n  l i f e  i n  a l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  mining c e n t e r .  
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a j 9. S\A,Cli( SIOLIOGKIIPH~CAL REFERENCES 

' 1  
1 a ,  n a  Poc3i10nilas: 12 Record Or Sci-ttz?,l? & Asliicvci;lent, Econoxy 
I i J r i n t i n r  Co., Roanoke, V i r g i n i a ,  n.d. 

J c  I .  Early Coal Mir.ing & Pocahontas,  1969. 
Rcnliin, Harold W., (Hi s to ry  of tikc Town of  Pocahontas) mimeographed, n.p., I 

n . d .  
F i l e s  of V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conmission. 

- 
10. GEOGilAPHICAL DATA .. ----- --. 

L n T l T U O E  A N 0  L O N D l l U O E  C O O R D I N A T E 5  L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N C C T U D E  COOi(O1lVATES I D C ~ , N ( N G  A RECTANGLE LOC*TING THE PROPERTY 0 D E F I N i N C  P 3 1 N T 0 F  A I 
A 

O F  L C 5 5  T H I S  TFN A C R E S  
i 

L O N G I T U D E  L n T I T U 3 E  LONG!  T U D C  

Degrsas Minuter Seconds Degrees ~ i n u f ~ ~  Seconds Degree= Minutor Seconds - 8 1 0 2 1 .  1 3 .  o o 
i 
* ,, 37 0 18 * 57. 810 19 . 57 - i 

380  a c r e s .  ~n 

rn 

I C O D E  C O U N T Y :  + C O D E  - 
i I - Z 

S T A T E :  C O D E  COUNTY:  

I 
1 
S T A T E :  

*------ i3 

P2EPARECl BY C -- 
1 ~ n t . t ~  A h 0  TITLE: I n 

\lIRGLTIA HISKIRIC L;LUDMARi<S CO.WISSION STtlFF- I 
' D A T E  

ORGAN1 i A T I O N  
--i 1 Narch, 1972 - 

31SMRIC LANDHAIRKS COFZISSIO? 

I Room 1116, R in th  S t r e e t  S t a t e  O f f i c e  Building 
C L T Y  on roiu*i:  S T A T E  C O D E  / v, 

Richo:o;d V i r g i n i a  51  1 

12. STATE L I A I S O N  O F F I C E R  C E R T I F ~ C A I I O N  N A T I O N A L  R E G ! S T E  VERiFiCATION 

evalua ted  arcoidii if  to  t l ie  c r i te r ia  and p r o c c d ~ r e s  s e t  

forth by the Nat ional  park serv ice .  T h c  recommended Cllief, Ofiiee of Archeoloay and Nisforic  Preservation 

A s  i!:e ~ l e r i ~ n ~ t e r l  S t a t e  I.iiiison Office: for the  Na- 

:ion;.l l l i s t o r i c  P re se rva t i on  Act of 1966 ( P u b l i c  L a w  

89-f65). 1 hereby nominate t h i s  property for  inc lus ion  

i n  the  X;it ional  Reg i s t e r  and c e r t i f y  tha t  i t  h a s  been 

l e v e l  of s ign i f i cance  of t h i s  r.omination is:  

s a t i o ~ a l  S t a t e  Local O 

I hereby ce r t i f y  that  t h i s  property is included i n  the 

Nat ional  Keeis ter .  

- , . ! 
f .  , 

Game L.. : . . 1 I ATTEST:  
4. . .  . 

James '14. Noody, Jr., > ~ i r e c  t o r  

/ -r,tl, Va. ~ l i s t o r i c  hndn,zr:cs Cormission )I 
i /I Keeper of T!lc Snriunal Rv6isfcr  

rJn9 ,.7l\ 2 3  L 1372 11 1 D;,i,. .- 
I Laic 

I I 



Farm 10.3COo U N I T E D  STATES D E P A R i l d i N i  O F  T H E  IhTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARS SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G i S S Z R  O F  H I S S 0 R : C  P L A C E S  

2 .  - I 

Boundaries correspond t o  t h e  co rpora t e  boundaries  o f  t h e  Town of  Pocahontas 
and inc lude  a l s o  the boundaries  of  t h e  Pocahontas Cemetery j u s t  on t h e  n o r t h .  
Landrarlis r e c o g n i t i o n  a p p l i e s  only  t o  those  s t r u c t u r e s  f r o n t i n g  oil Cilurch 
S t r e e t ,  S t .  C l a i r  S t r e e t ,  Water S t r e e t ,  Centre  S t r e e t ,  the  r e s i d e n t i a l  
neighborhood between Water S t r e e t  and Route 644 i nc lud ing  those  b u i l d i n g s  * 
f r o n t i n g  on Route 644 between t h e  cemetery e a s t  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  
Route and Laure l  Creek. Also inc lud ing  t h e  two houscs and Cat l lo l ic  Church 
i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  o l d  Pocahontas High School a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  
end of Water S t r e e t  b u t  exc luding  t h e  school  i t s e l f .  Also inc lud ing  t h e  
group of  houses immediately n o r t h  o f  Laure l  Creek and wes t  of  Route 644. 
Also inc lud ing  t h e  E x h i b i t i o n  Mine and Bathhouse. 

INVENTORY - NOMlNATlOri FOZM 
I .  

(Continu~tion Sheet) 
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