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SECTION 7:
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Long Meadow is a well-preserved, mid-nineteenth-century, two-story, brick dwelling
located in the northwest part of Warren County, just below the mouth of Cedar Creek on the
North Fork of the Shenandoah River. The property encompasses 175 acres of prime agricultural
land, which includes both improved pasture and woodland. The current dweiling is the second
one to be constructed on this site. The Long Meadow tract was part of the land granted to the
early settler, Jost Hite, by Lieutenant Governor Sir William Gooch in 1734. According to
several sources and tradition, Isaac Hite, Jost’s third son, received this tract from his father in
1737. He constructed a house on this property sometime thereafter. It is known he was living
there by 1788. Colonel George Bowman, a Hite descendent, acquired the land in 1840 and in
1848, constructed the current house on or near the site of the original dwelling. A frame kitchen
wing was constructed around 1891, and a few minor interior alterations were made in the early
1920s. The Long Meadow property contains several historic outbuildings and sites including:
a Hite family cemetery with eighteenth- and nineteenth-century graves; an eighteenth-century
frame overseer’s house; an eighteenth-century stone springhouse with an attached frame
icehouse; and several late-nineteenth-century agricultural buildings. Long Meadow is one of
Warren County’s finest examples of transitional architecture from the Federal/ Adamesque style
into the Greek Revival. It is also a representative example of the large mid-nineteenth-century
plantation dwellings built by wealthy planters in the Lower Shenandoah Valley in the decades
preceding the Civil War. The house’s interior and exterior appearance is little altered from
when it was constructed, and the current owners, whose family has owned the property for over
one hundred years, are carefuily restoring it. The surroundings are pristine and well-preserved
and contain breathtaking views of Massanutten Mountain and Signal Knob.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Long Meadow is composed of a two-story, rectangular brick block, measuring roughly thirty-six
by forty-eight feet, with a rear two-story frame wing (Photo 1). According to land tax records,
the house was constructed in 1848 and valued at $1,000. The bricks, which were probably
fired on the property, are laid in a Flemish-bond pattern on the front, and in a five-course
American-bond pattern on the sides and rear. All walls have v-struck mortar joints and still bear
traces of red paint over the brick, and white lines applied over the mortar. The house rests on
a raised basement constructed of coursed native limestone and brick. There are three-light and
six-over-three-sash basement windows in the front and rear of the house, some of which are
covered with metal bars, and an exterior basement entry is found on the south side of the house.
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Long Meadow has a hipped roof clad in standing-seam metal, with a central-front gable featuring
an elliptical fanlight. The four large laterally-placed interior chimneys are of brick construction
and are located in pairs on the north and south walls. They are embellished with simple
ornamental brick caps. The windows on Long Meadow were originally nine-over-six-light sash
upstairs, and nine-over-nine-sash on the first floor. The bottom sashes of the first-floor windows
were replaced with single panes of glass around 1920, creating the current nine-over-one pattern.
The original multi-pane nine-over-six sashes are still evident on the second floor. The windows
are topped by graceful brick jack arches. Only the front windows retain the operating wooden
louvered shutters once found flanking all the windows. The building is topped by a plain
wooden friezeboard and a boxed stepped wooden cornice.

Long Meadow’s primary facade faces west, with five bays on each floor. The central doorway
has strong Greek Revival details and is composed of a single-leaf wood and glass door with a
transom and sidelights (Photo 2). The nine-light transom is recessed and features paneled
reveals. The three-light sidelights have a rectangular wooden panel below. Between the door
and the sidelights are fluted Doric pilasters that are partially repeated between the door surround
and the sidelights. These are topped by a dentilled cornice. The entire opening is framed by
a door surround composed of boldly fluted trim with plain corner blocks.

This entrance is further enhanced by a Classical, one-story, one-bay pedimented portico. The
paired Tuscan columns support a plain frieze with a dentilled comice. The ceiling i1s wooden
as is the porch floor, which was recently replaced with modern wood and rests on coursed
limestone piers. Plain wooden balusters and a round handrail are found along the front and side
bays, while a modern wooden balustrade is attached to the five wooden stairs leading up to the

portico.

On the second floor, centered above the Greek-Revival-style doorway and the Classical portico,
is a tripartite window consisting of a central nine-over-six-sash window with a
three-over-two-sash window on either side. Symmetrically-molded trim topped by corner blocks
displaying central pyramidal-shaped blocks are found between the central and side windows.
This tripartite window provides light for the second-story central passage. Above this window
in the attic story is a central-front gable with a lunette window decorated with wooden tracery
in a fan pattern. These two Adamesque elements, the tripartite window and the lunette, contrast
with the heavier Greek Revival components of the doorway and the Classical elements of the
portico.

The north side of the house is blank and features no openings. The rear elevation of the house
was originally five bays wide, but three of those bays have been covered by a two-story frame
kitchen wing that was added around 1891 (Photo 3). This wing is clad in white weatherboard
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siding, has a standing-seam metal gable roof, two-over-two-sash double-hung windows, an
interior-end brick flue, and sits on a stone foundation. It has been altered three times since its
original construction; the side porches to the north were enclosed, modern bathrooms were
installed into those spaces, and the kitchen was recently remodeled and a rear screened-in porch
added. This wing currently houses the kitchen, pantry, and a bathroom on the first floor, and
a study and bathroom on the second floor. The three-light basement windows are covered by
metal bars.

The south elevation of Long Meadow features one opening on each level. These do not line up
vertically with each other (Photo 4). On the basement level is a batten door with plain wooden
reveals. This door still retains its original hardware including hand-wrought strap hinges. It
leads into the basement room which has a cooking fireplace. On the first floor is a half-glass
door with a three-light transom that leads into the dining room. This door is sheltered by an
awkward three-bay porch with a standing-seam metal shed roof and octagonal columns as
supports. The floor of this porch lies above the basement entry which is accessible from stairs
on either side of the porch. A pattern for a hip-roofed porch is evident on the walls of this
elevation, indicating the earlier porch was much different from the current one. On the second
floor is a single nine-over-six-sash double-hung window that provides light to the southeast
bedroom.

The relatively refined interior woodwork and trim of Long Meadow is virtually unaltered and
also reflects the transitional nature of the architecture of the house by combining Federal and
Greek Revival-style elements. Walls and ceilings are plaster and lath, while paneled doors,
paneled window and door reveals, random-width pine flooring, and original mantels are found
in all the rooms. The main alteration to the woodwork in the house occurred around 1920 when
single-light transoms were added over three of the interior first-floor doors, single-light sashes
replaced the original bottom nine-light sash of the first-floor windows, and the top half of the
paneled front and side doors were replaced with a single pane of glass. These alterations were
done by Mrs. Jean Brumback, the first wife of the then owner, who apparentiy found the house
too dark.! Other interior alterations include the addition of a bathroom on each floor in the rear
kitchen wing, the addition of a new dining room floor over the original one, the removal of a
boxed staircase located in the northwest corner of the dining room, and the recent rebuilding of
the interior brick basement walls.

Long Meadow has a double-pile, central-passage floor plan that is repeated on all three levels
of the house. All four rooms are accessible from the central passage that runs the entire length
of the house and contains the staircase (Photo 5). The first-floor passage measures roughly
thirty-two feet long by ten feet wide, and contains the staircase along the southern wall and flat-
beaded picture mold along all the walls. The central passage is divided into two sections by an
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elliptical arch composed of wide fluted and symmetrically molded reveais topped by Doric-like
capitals that support a coffered arch. The door trim is symmetrically molded with deep flutes
flanking a central triangular-shaped bead topped by corner blocks displaying central
pyramidal-shaped blocks. At the far end of the passage is a door that leads into the bathroom
in the rear wing.

The two-run open-string staircase is elegant in character and ascends one flight to a landing, then
gracefully curves up another flight to the second-story central passage. The staircase then
continues in the same graceful pattern to the attic. The well-proportioned walnut handrail
complements the simple tapered balusters that spiral around the turned newel located on the
bottom tread of the staircase. The stringers are decorated with tendril-like scrolis and beaded
edges. Underneath the staircase in the back of the first-floor central passage is a door leading
to the single-run basement staircase. The wooden spandrel contains five vertical panels.

On the north side of the central passage is a double parlor separated by sliding paneled pocket
doors (Photo 6). The two rooms are identical in size and trim. The woodwork in both rooms,
originally grained, was painted in the 1940s. There is some evidence of the grain painting under
the paint on the paneled wainscot under the front windows. In each room, a plain, black,
Greek-Revival-style marble mantel is flanked by tall round-arched niches. The woodwork of
the niches is reminiscent of the elliptical arch in the central passage and uses
symmetrically-molded trim with a Doric-like impost that carries the arch. Here only the reveals
are paneled; the ceiling is simply plastered. The Federal-style nature of this trim contrasts with
the Greek-Revival-inspired mantels and the trim found on and around the doors and windows.
This symmetrically-molded trim has a wide central bead and the corner blocks display a central
square block. Although, this woodwork could not be traced to any one pattern book, it is
similar to those illustrated by Asher Benjamin in the 1830s.” Both rooms also have
random-width pine flooring, raised wainscot under the windows, baseboard trim, and eight-panel
doors that retain their brass and cast-iron door box locks (Photo 7). The Greek Revival-style
doors on the first floor are all identical and feature six square panels over two rectangular ones.
The doors leading into the front two rooms of the house and the one separating the study and
the dining room have operating single-light transoms that were a ca. 1920 addition (Photo 7).
A break in the trim at the base of the transoms shows how the trim was reproduced and extended
the height of the transom.

The rooms on the south side of the central passage are composed of a parlor in the front and a
dining room to the back. The front parlor, now used as a study, is very different in decoration
from the two rooms on the north side of the central passage. This room is somewhat smaller,
measuring sixteen feet by thirteen feet. The trim is much less formal and features a plain Greek
Revival-style wooden mantel, two built-in closets, chair rail, plain architrave trim, and a
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single-leaf paneled door with a transom leading to the dining room (Photo 8). The dining room
is located in the southeast corner of the house and is the largest room on the first floor. It has
trim similar to the study with a simple wooden Greek Revival-style mantel, architrave trim, and
built-in closets (Photo 9). This room has four doors: one leading to the study; one on the south
wall with a three-light transom leading outside; one on the east wall with a six-light transom,
originally an exterior door that now leads into the kitchen; and one leading into the back of the
central passage. The fireplace surround and hearth in this room are tiled with rectangular,
mottled-green, glossy ceramic tile. The cast-iron fireback displays the figure of a woman in
robes leaning on an anchor flanked by torches and laurels, with a bead and reel design on top.
Although she could not be identified, she symbolizes a goddess of some kind and, like the
ceramic tile, was probably a late-nineteenth-century addition. The current owner says that a
boxed staircase located in the northwest corner of this room was removed in the 1920s; evidence
of its location is seen in the plaster work of the ceiling. The narrow-board oak flooring was
probably added when the staircase was removed.

The kitchen wing was constructed around 1891 and remodeted in 1987 when it was enlarged by
opening up the side porch. In the northwest corner is a boxed staircase, and a door along the
north wall leads to a pantry. The second floor of the wing consists of a study above the kitchen
and a bathroom above the first-floor bathroom.

The second floor of the main block of Long Meadow is similar in plan to the first floor, except
that the four rooms do not open into each other. A door at the first stair landing accesses the
bathroom in the rear wing. The central passage on the second floor has a tripartite window at
the far end and two doors against each wall leading into each of the four bedrooms. All the pine
flooring on this level is original, as are the double-panel doors with box locks. The woodwork
on this level is made up of architrave trim and matches that found in the dining room and study.

The mantels in three of the four bedrooms are very similar to those found in the study and
dining room. The woodwork in the northwest bedroom has been stripped and uses freestanding
rectangular tapered Doric columns to support the friezeboard and mantelshelf (Photo 10). The
two rooms along the north wall have two fairly large closets on either side of the fireplace.
These correspond to the location of the niches in the first-floor parlors. The most ornate
second-story mantel is found in the northeast bedroom and features fluted Doric pilasters
supporting a plain friezeboard and rounded mantelshelf. The bedrooms along the south side of
the house have plain Greek Revival-style wooden mantels flanked by small cupboards and use
architrave trim. A door connecting these two bedrooms was added in the 1940s.
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The attic of Long Meadow is accessibie by continuing up the central staircase. The attic has two
large rooms used for storage and the lunette is found in the central front gable. The heavy
timber freming of the hipped roof includes rafters mortised into a ridge pole.

The full basement under the main part of Long Meadow consists of a four-room plan with a
central hall containing the single-run staircase to the first floor. The current owner recently had
about 83 % of the exposed interior brick walls rebuilt because of deterioration caused by moisture
problems. The owners used old brick that came from an 1840s barn in West Virginia and that
matched the original in color and size. A concrete floor was poured in the basement in the late
1940s. A large cooking fireplace is found in the room under the dining room, and has two
exterior cranes and a plain wooden mantelshelf. This room also features the only exterior door
in the basement. The basement is now used for storage and houses the heating system.
According to the current owner, tradition passed down in her family maintains that the current
house was constructed on the foundation of Isaac Hite’s house, which was probably built during
the third quarter of the eighteenth century. Although the exterior walls of the basement are
stone, there is no evidence to suggest that they were not constructed specificaily for the current
building.

Long Meadow has a fairly extensive collection of outbuildings that date from both the period
of the original house and the current one. Two outbuildings survive from the Isaac Hite era and
appear to date to the last quarter of the eighteenth century. The first, referred to by the current
owner as the overseer’s house, is located a few yards off of the northeast corner of the main
house (Photos 3, 11). Built on a raised limestone foundation, this one-and-one-half-story,
two-bay, timber-frame building has a gable-end orientation. Unfortunately, the building is not
in very good condition. It measures eighteen by twenty-one feet and has a one-room plan with
a corner boxed stair leading to an attic room. The interior chimney has fallen in and some of
the siding has been replaced. Brick nogging, along with the hand-hewn structural members that
are mortised together and held with wooden pins, is evident under the beaded weatherboard
siding. An interior inspection of this building revealed a surprising number of fairly elegant
decorative features including raised-paneled wainscoting, beaded exposed rafters with beaded
exposed floorboards above, bright blue paint on the wainscoting and the panelling in the
staircase, and wrought-iron hardware on the door. These features, as well as the building’s
method of construction, indicate a mid-to-late-eighteenth-century construction date, and
therefore, associate it with the Hite period of occupation. The building is probably too small
to have been Hite’s main dwelling, and was probably used as a secondary building. It is
currently used for storage.

The second building that appears to date to the eighteenth century is the springhouse (Photo 12).
This two-level, gable-roofed, random-rubble limestone building measures roughly fifteen by
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eight feet and is constructed partially below grade. Both levels retain their original pine door
and iron hardware, and are reached by a short flight of exterior stairs. The springhouse is
fronted by a one-bay pedimented portico supported by octagonal columns and completely clad
in lattice. To the west of the springhouse is a one-story frame wing that was used as an
icehouse. It has weatherboard siding, a standing-seam metal roof, and sits on a stone
foundation.

Just east of the springhouse are the remains of a frame smokehouse that recently collapsed. The
hipped standing-seam metal roof is still highly visible above grade (Photo 13).

The agriculturally-related outbuildings at Long Meadow date to the late nineteenth century and
were constructed by the current owner’s great grandfather, Andrew J. Brumback. These include
a large frame bank barn and a one-and-one-haif-story frame workshop, both of which are located
west of the house (Photo 14). The bank barn, built ca. 1891, is of timber-frame construction,
has a standing-seam metal gable roof, weatherboard siding, and sits on a stone foundation (Photo
15). According to the current owner, the material for the foundation came from a stone wall
that surrounded the Hite family cemetery. A granary is located in the northeast corner of the
barn, and a silo foundation just west of the barn.

The one-and-one-half-story workshop is also of frame construction and is clad in weatherboard
siding. It features a standing-seam-metal gable roof, six-light and two-light windows, batten
doors, and an open bay on the east end that is enclosed by board fencing (Photo 14).

The two other outbuildings on the property are noncontributing and include a late 1930s frame
chicken coop that was converted into a machine shed, and a small, modern tool shed.

The Long Meadow property also inciudes a cemetery. This cemetery was primarily for
members of the Hite family, and is located on a small rise north of the house. It contains the
tombs of many of the earliest members of the Hite family, including Isaac Hite Sr. (1795),
Major Isaac Hite of Belle Grove (1836), and Nellie C. Madison Hite (1802) (Photo 16). The
tombs date to the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and include family names such as
McDonald, Maury, Grymes, Davison, and Lodor.> The cemetery, which measures about sixty
feet square and is surrounded by a chain link fence, currently has about twenty-five stones,
twenty of which are unmarked. Although not owned by them, the cemetery is maintained by
Belle Grove, a National Trust property located about three miles to the southeast, and home of
Isaac Hite Sr.’s son, Major Isaac Hite. This arrangement was made between Belle Grove and
the current owner’s mother.
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Although the Long Meadow property encompasses a total of 175 acres, only a fifty-acre area
surrounding the main house, barn, and cemetery is included in the boundaries for this
nomination. The Long Meadow property lies along the southeastern right-of-way of county
Route 611, just east of the mouth of Cedar Creek on the North Fork of the Shenandoah River.
Approaching from the north on Route 611, a quick descent along a winding dirt road brings into
view the house and outbuildings sited in an open area with magnificent views of Signal Knob
and Massanutten Mountain (Photo 17). The driveway leads past the barn and workshop to a
parking area in front of the house. The yard around the house is encircled by a picket fence and
has many mature trees and bushes, including several large boxwoods. An old photograph dating
to the turn of the century reveals how little the house has changed since then (Photo 18).

ENDNOTES
1. Interview by Maral S. Kalbian with Virginia Pasquet. March 23, 1994,

2. Benjamin, Asher. Practice of Architecture, Boston: Benjamin, Carter, Hendee and Co., 1833,
plate 47.

3. For a complete inventory of the cemetery see: John Walter Wayland Collection. Graveyard
Book, Volume 1, pp.112-113, 1925-1926. The Winchester-Frederick County Historical Society
Archives at the Handley Library: Winchester, Virginia.
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SECTION 8:
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Long Meadow is one of Warren County’s most noteworthy examples of a transitional
Federal-style to Greek Revival-style plantation house. The current dwelling, constructed by Col.
George W. Bowman in 1848, is the second one to be constructed on the site. The original
dwelling was built during the mid-eighteenth century by Isaac Hite. The earliest date found on
a written primary source shows that Isaac Hite was living on the property by 1788. Hite’s main
house no longer stands, but two outbuildings and a cemetery from his era of occupation survive
and are incorporated into the current Long Meadow complex. The main house retains much of
its architectural integrity and features design elements from both the Federal/Adamesque and
Greek Revival styles. The grouping of late-nineteenth-century farm outbuildings, the
eighteenth-century outbuildings and cemetery, as well as the pristine country setting add to the
property’s integrity. The architectural elegance and form of Long Meadow render the property
locally significant under Criterion C of the National Register. The property exhibits integrity
of association, design, feeling, location, material, workmanship, and setting.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Jost Hite and Robert McKay led a group of sixteen families from Pennsylvania into the Lower
Shenandoah Valley around 1732 and established farms in what are today Frederick, Warren, and
Shenandoah counties. The land was acquired from John and Isaac Vanmeter and also from the
governor and Council of Virginia, most of it with the provision that it be settled within two
years.! Jost Hite settled just south of Winchester in Frederick County and called his estate
Springdale. According to several secondary written sources, Jost gave the tract of land on which
Long Meadow now stands to his "favorite son" Isaac in 1737.7 Cartmell, a well-known Valley
historian writing in 1909, explained that although Isaac Hite would have been a minor at that
time (he was born in 1723}, his father still wanted him to have the approximately 900 acres of
extremely beautiful and productive land on which the current Long Meadow house stands.
Cartmell also makes reference to Jost Hite granting this land to Isaac in a report to the Council
at Williamsburg in 1737.® An examination of the Executive Journals of the Council of Colonial
Virginia for the years 1735-1740 revealed many entries pertaining to Jost Hite, but none where
he granted land to his son Isaac.® The first record of Isaac Hite owning the land on which Long
Meadow stands was found in Northern Neck Grant Book T dated October 30, 1788.° The
record refers to a grant made to Isaac Hite in 1778 for 1,689 acres including land on which he
already lived. The wording of the grant indicates that by 1788 Isaac Hite definitely lived on
the Long Meadow tract. Whether he moved there before or after the 1778 grant is unclear.



























