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1. Name of Property 

historic name Milford Battlefield 

other namesisite number DHR File No. 93-5023 

- - - 

2. Location 
street & number Rtes. 340 & 665 not for publication N/A 
city or town Overall vicinity- 
state Virginia c o d e L  county Paee & Warren code 139& 187 Zip 22610 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify thatthis -K 
nomination - request for determination ofeligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register ofHistoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part60. In 
my opinion, the property 2 meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be 
considered significant - natjpnally - statewide -& locally. (- See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying of5;ial Date 
Vireinia Ueoartment of Historic Resources 
Slatcar t d m l  apcnq and hureau 

In my opinion, the property-& meets - does not meet the National Register criteria. ( - See continuation sheet for 
additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 
-entered in the National Register 
-See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the Signature of Keeper 

National Register 
- See continuation sheet. pate ofAction 
-determined not eligible for the National Register 
-removed from the National Register 
-other (explain): 
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5. Ctassification 
Ownenhip of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private -- 
- public-local 
-- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- building@) 

X district -- 
-- site 

structure 
-object 

Number ofResources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
0 -- 76 buildings 
3 -- -6- sites 
13 -- -e structures 
0 -- -- 0 objects 

16 -- -L Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 2 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIP if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

The Civil War  in Vireinia. 1861-1865: Historic and Archaeoloeical Resources 

6. Function or  Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instmctions) 

Cat: -Defense Sub: -battle site 
Domestic sinele dwelline 
Transoortation road-related 
Funerarv cemetery 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Domestic Sub: sinele dwelline 

Transoortation - road-related 
- Transportation rail-related 

Recreation and culture outdoor recreation 
Funerarv cemetery 
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7. Description 
Architeclural Classification (Enter categories h m  instructions) 
- P4id-19th Centuw 

Materials (Enter categories fiom instructions) 
foundation --stone 
roof metal 
walls wood 

other - earth 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Signifmnce 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteriaqualifying the pmpertyforNational 
Register listing) 

X A -- Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns ofour 
history. 

B Property is associated with the lives ofpersons significant in our past. 
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method ofconstruction or represents 

the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed 60m its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D acemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories fmm instructions) 
- Militarv 

Period of Significance - 1864 

Significant Dates Se~tember 22-24. 1864 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation N I A  

OMB No. 10244018 

Milford Battlefield 
Page and Warren Counties, Virginia 

ArchitecVBuilder NIA 

Narrative Stntement of Significance (Explain the significance ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9 . ~ a j o r  Bibliographical References 

- - .  
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
Primary Location of Additional Data 

X State Historic Preservation Office -- 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other 
Name of repository: 

LO. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property ao~roximatelv 700 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing - 
1 -  - L-- - 
3 - -  4--- 
- X- See continuation sheet. 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries ofthe property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle: John S. Salmon 

Organization: date-Avril5.2004 

street & number: -5 102 Kine William Road telephone-(work) 804-788-6485 

city or tow-Richmond statete= zip code -23225 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs ofthe property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name 

street & number tel,.phone 

city or town state- zip code 

P.p-rk Red~ctiom Act Sbtc~eat :  'Thlr nnhmtton I, betng collected for appl~cet~ons to the N.ltons1 Rcgtnu of Htnonc PI- to norntnale 
prownos for llrnnp or d n m n t n  cltgthal~ry for l ~ m n g  to 11s propma. and to -d cumng llnlngs Rcqanv to thus r c q u n  a requlred tu o h t n  a 
&fit in accordan& with the ~at ional Hinoric Rcscrvation Act, as amended ( I6  U.S.C. 470 el seq.). 
Estimated Barden Sbtemrnt: Public remninn burden for this form is &mated m average 18.1 h u n  pa response including the t i m  for reviewing 
#mrmnmni galhenngand ma~nta8nongdaa. and&mplnmg and m~cunngthc form D~rstcommats rcgud~nglh~s burdmcnlmatcor an) a s w  ofthlr 
fnntorheCh~ef. Adm~ntmal~veScrv~ecrD~vtnon,Nauonsl Park S m t ~ .  PO tlox37127. Washington. UC20013-7127,andtheOffioco~ 
and Rudge~ Paperwork Reductlons Ro~m (10246018j. Warhlngton. DC 20503 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Milford Battlefield located in Warren and Page Counties, contains about seven hundred acres of mostly hilly 
terrain bounded by the South Fork of the Shenandoah River on the west and the Blue Ridge Mountains on the 
east. At the time of the Civil War, the land was less wooded than at present, but otherwise the terrain appears 
little different. Recent signs of human activity on the landscape are mostly limited to a highway (U.S. Route 
340), a railroad track, and some scattered dwellings and related structures that do not adversely affect the 
ability to understand the course of the engagements that occurred there during the war. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The Milford Battlefield is located in Warren and Page Counties in the Page or Luray Valley in the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia and encompasses approximately seven hundred acres. It is bounded on the 
west by the South Fork of the Shenandoah River and on the south, east, and north by Beecher Ridge, Brush 
Mountain, and Acorn Hill, each a part of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Overall Run, a tributary of the South 
Fork, flows west to the river from Brush Mountain, and an unnamed intermittent stream flows down 
Sandbank Hollow to join Overall Run a few hundred yards east of its mouth. The terrain is generally hilly, 
with the run and the stream flowing through deep ravines. Unpaved, historic residential roads parallel the 
watercourses, and a modem highway (U.S. Route 340) and railroad (Norfolk Southern) run through the site in 
a northeast-southwest direction. Most of the land is presently heavily wooded except along the western 
portion of the residential roads, U.S. Route 340, and the bottomland bordering the Shenandoah River. A few 
early- to mid-twentieth-century houses are s c a t t e d  along U.S. Route 340 and the residential roads, with the 
densest concentration of dwellings and associated buildings being located north of Overall Run and west of 
the highway at the former Camp Skymont. Although almost all of the houses and other buildings are 
noncontributing, even at their densest concentration they do not adversely affect the battlefield or 
understanding the course of the battle. 

With the exception of the postwar dwellings, the site has changed little since the Cil i1 War. A circa 1864 
sketch map of the area by Confederate topographical engineer Jedediah Hotchkiss shows a small cluster of 
buildings (then Milford, now Overall) near the mouth of Overall Run, "old roads" Jn the same course as the 
present-day residential roads, and the Luray and Front Royal Turnpike (the course of which today is 
approximated by U.S. Route 340). The turnpike was the major north-south transportation route at the time of 
the war, and both Union and Confederate armies used it frequently. In addition to the roads, the site also 
includes such battlerelated contributing features as entrenchments and rifle pits. 

The Page Valley narrows at Overall, which (with the turnpike) made the site strategically important during the 
war. To the west, a side ridge off Massanutten Mountain extends eastward to form a large horseshoe-shaped 
bend in the South Fork, with Overall lying just across the river from the eastern apex of the bend In addition, the 
river is all but unfordable there and immediately downstream (north), and during the wa. there was no paralleling 
road on the western side ofthe river to permit a flanking maneuver. Furthermore, on the east, Overall Run's deep 
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drainage with its steep slopes made the site the most easily fortified and defended position in the Page Valley. 
The Confederates especially took full advantage of this opportunity. 

In 1864, the battlefield area apparently consisted of mixed wooded and open ground. Records refer to 
wooded areas (OR vol. 12, 1, p. 81 5), especially on the eastern side of the battlefield adjacent to the Blue 
Ridge (OR vol. 43, 1, p. 157). The open nature of at least part of the area then is implied by the widespread 
use of artillery, which would not have been possible if the battlefield had been heavily wooded. 

The battlefield district includes three contributing sites (the Overall House ruin, a historic cemetery, and a 
historic turnpike bridge abutment) and thirteen contributing structures (U.S. Rte. 340 [historic Luray and 
Front Royal Turnpike], one historic road trace, Overall House cistern, Overall House well, seven rifle pits, 
and two earthworks). There are seventy-six noncontributing buildings (thirty-one dwellings, six barns, thirty- 
four sheds, two studios, and three garages), six noncontributing structures (a railroad bed, one carport, two 
bridges, one coop, and one privy), and six noncontributing sites (five ruins and one cemetery). 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90) 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

OMB No. 10244018 

Milford Battlefield 
Page and Warren Counties, Virginia 

Section 7 Page 3 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTING AND NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCES -. 

Note: See pages 6- 12 for more descriptive information of each resource. 

CONTRIBUTING 
1. Overall House ruin (site) 
2. Overall House cistern (structure) 
3. Overall House well (structure) 
4. Rifle pit (structure) 
5. Earthwork (structure) 
6. Rifle pit (structure) 
7. Rifle pit (structure) 
8. Rifle pit (structure) 
9. Rifle pit (structure) 
10. Rifle pit (structure) 
1 1. Rifle pit (structure) 
12. Historic cemetery (site) 
13. Historic turnpike bridge abutment (site) 
14. Earthwork (structure) 
15. Historic Luray and Front Royal Turnpike, U.S. 340 (structure) 
16. Historic road trace (structure) 

NONCONTRIBUTING 
I .  Andreae House, 1972 (building) 
2. Andreae barn, 1982 (building) 
3. Atwood House, circa 1890 (building) 
4. Atwood guesthouse, circa 1990 (building) 
5. Atwood studio, circa 1990 (building) 
6. itwood shed, circa 2000 (building) 
7. At-vood shed, circa 2000 (building) 
8 Kandy Rinker House, circa 1899 (building) 
9. Randy Rinker shed, n.d. (building) 
10. Randy Rinker shed, n.d. (building) 
1 1. Randy Rinker shed, n.d. (building) 
12. Ono cabin, circa 1950 (building) 
13. Cowiello House, circa 1930 (building) 
14. Mobile home, n.d. (building) 
15. Mobile home, n.d. (building) 
16. Shed, n.d. (building) 
17. S M ,  n.d. (building) 
1 a. Shed, n.d. (building) 
19. Shed, n.d. (building) 
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NONCONTRIBUTING (Continued) 

20. Ono barn, n.d. (building) 
2 1. Ono shed, n.d. (building) 
22. James Rinker House, ca. 1890 (building) 
23. Bobby Thomas House, 1946 (building) 
24. Bobby Thomas shed n.d. (building) 
25. Bobby Thomas shed n.d. (building) 
26. Wayne Thomas House, c a  1990 (building) 
27. Traister House, 1928 (building) 
28. Traister shed, n.d. (building) 
29. Traister carport, n.d. (structure) 
30. Downey shed, n.d. (building) 
3 1. Downey shed, n.d. (building) 
32. Downey shed, n.d. (building) 
33. Downey shed, n.d. (building) 
34. Downey House, circa 1790 but either razed or remodeled ca. 1890 (building) 
35. Foster House, circa 1930, constructed atop C-13, bridge abutment (building) 
36. Railroad trestle, 20th century (S~NC~UI~)  
37. Fristoe cabin, circa 1957 (building) 
38. Fristoe cabin, circa 1957 (building) 
39. Shed, n.d. (building) 
40. Shed, n.d. (building) 
4 1. Shed, n.d. (building) 
42. Fitnvater House, n.d. (building) 
43. Shed, n.d. (building) 
44. Coop, n.d. (structure) 
45. Cabin ruin (site) 
46. Cabin ruin (site) 
47. Cabin ruin (site) 
48. Cabin ruin (site) 
49. Cabin ruin (site) 
50. Shed, n.d. (building) 
5 1. Dwelling, n.d. (building) 
52. Dwelling, n.d. (building) 
53. Forrest Fristoe House, ca. 1900 (building) 
54. Shed, n.d. (building) 
55. Shed, n.d. (building) 
56. Virgil Printz House, ca. :350 $wilding) 
57. Shed, n.d. (building) 
58. Shed, n.d. (building) 
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NONCONTRIBUTING lCoatinued) 

59. Privy, n.d. (structure) 
60. Heard House, n.d. (building) 
61. Shed, n.d. (building) 
62. Kovalchick House, 1932 (building) 
63. Studio, circa 1980 (building) 
64. Barn, n.d. (building) 
65. Barn, n.d. (building) 
66. Imler House, circa 1960 (building) 
67. Shed, n.d. (building) 
68. Broadbent House, 1991 (building) 
69. Garage, n.d. (building) 
70. Shed, n.d. (building) 
7 1. Andreae tenant house, circa 1960 (building) 
72. Barn, n.d. (building) 
73. Garage, n.d. (building) 
74. Cabin, circa 1990 (building) 
75. Shed, n.d. (building) 
76. Woodell/Mathews House, circa 1990 (building) 
77. Garage, n.d. (building) 
78. Cook mobile home, n.d. (building) 
79. Shed, n.d. (building) 
80. Barn, n.d. (building) 
81. Mobile home, circa 1970 (building) 
82. Headley House, circa 1900 (building) 
83. Shed, n.d. (building) 
84. Shed, n.d. (building) 
85. Shed, n.d. (building) 
86. Skymont cemetery, circa 1970 (site) 
87. U.S. Rte. 340 bridge, 1938 (structure) 
88. Railroad bed, 20th century (structure) 
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INVENTORY OF RESOURCES 

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

C 1. Overall House site: ruins of limestone foundation of early 1800 plastered log home built by 
Isaac Overall (b. June 1776). photo #2 

Sources: The Overall Family genealogy complied by Mrs. Gwney 0. Kiger of Chattanooga, TN, and 
privately published - no date. 
The Undvine Past of the Shenandoah National Park by Darwin Lambert, published by Roberts 
Rinehart lnc. 1989. 

C2. Cistern at Overall House s i t e  stone-lined. photo #3 

C3. Well at Overall site- stone-lined 

C4. Probable Confederate rifle pits and skirmish location based on archeological evidence (both 
Union and Confederate fired bullets/cartridges). photo #4 

C5. Confederate Earthwork: 
West of Otto driveway, discontinuous rifle pits and boulder piles, 250 feet, east flank of Confederate 
defensive line. photo #5. East of Otto driveway, continuous rifle pitsltrench approximately 150 feet 
long. photo #6 

C6. Confederate Rifle pit 

C7. Confederate Foxhole 

C8. Confederate Foxhole, photo #7 

C9. Confederate Foxhole 

C 10. Foxhole on steep slope facing north, towards end of Confederate line 

Cl  1 . Foxhole, extreme eastern end of Confederate line 

C12. Overall Cemetery above Downey House (NC 34). Fenced and recently cleared ofthick, 
shoulder-high overgrowth of brush and trees. Contains non-inscribed limestone inarken, inscribed small 
slab-type markers predating 1864, and inscribed "monument" type markers dated latel800s. photo #8 
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From Overall Family genealogy (op cit): p. 39 "John Froman Overall, b. abt 1756, died abt 1819. 
Buried in Overall graveyard." 

From Lambert (op cit): p.117, 1 19: "Descendants here don't know exactly when Isaac [Overall] 
died, or from what cause, but county records of 1843 show a distribution of his estate. . .Isaac was 
buried in a little cemetery on a hill in Overall, near the grave of his father John." 

C 13. Historic Front Royal-Luray Turnpike Bridge Abutment - stone ruins on south side of 
Overall Creek. photo #9 

C14. Confederate earthworks/trench line, immediately west of Downey House on hillside south 
of Overall Creek. photos #I0 and # I  I 

C15. Historic Lway and Front Royal Turnpike, U.S. 340 

C 16. Historic road trace, north side of Overall Creek. photo #I2 

NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

NC 1. Andreae house, 1972, wood frame on slab, redwood siding, cedar shingles, metal chimney flues. 

NC 2. Andreae barn, 1982, wood frame on block, clapboard siding, metal and fiberglass roofing. 

NC 3. Atwood house, circa 1890, two-story, wood frame, vernacular farm house built by Zacchary Kibler, 
stone foundation piers, wood clapboard siding, tin roof, front porch, brick chimney. Rear addition on 
concrete slab mid-1950s. 

NC 4. Atwood guest house, 1990s, one story, one room frame house, vinyl siding, asphalt shingled roof 

NC 5. Atwood studio, 1990% one story frame dance studio, vinyl siding, asphalt shingles 

NC 6. Atwood shed, 2000, wood h e ,  vinyl siding, asphalt shingles 

NC 7. Atwood shed, 2000, wood frame, vinyl siding, asphalt shingles 

NC 8. Randy Rinker house, c.1890, vernacular two-story farm house on stone foundation, part log, part 
frame, vinyl siding, tin roof, front porch, later addition and back two-story porch. 
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N c  3. Randy Rinker shed, wood 

NC 10. Randy Rinker shed, wood 

NC 1 1. Randy Rinker shed, wood 

NC 12. Otto cabin, c.1950, single story log house, asphalt shingles, on stone foundation; creek 
stone chimney. 

NC 13. Cowiello House, c.1930, built by Hilda Smith, one-story wood frame, clapboard siding, 
enclosed porches, tin roof. 

NC 14. Mobile home 

NC 15. Mobile home 

NC 16. Shed 

NC 17. Shed 

NC 1 8. Shed 

NC 19. Shed 

NC 20. Otto barn 

NC 21. Ottoshed 

I\IC 22. James and Mary Rinker house, circa 1890, warehouse for barrel staveslbunk house for Borden 
Lumber Company; later a general store, Rinker's Store. Two story frame building with additions, 
vinyl siding, tin roof. 

NC 23. Bobby Thomas House, 1946, built by Ed Foster, single-story frame house, full basement, vinyl 
siding, asphalt shingles. 

NC 24. Thomas shed 

NC 25. Thomas shed 

:4C 26. Wayne Thomas House, circa 1990, mobile home sided with T-1 I 1 plywood, asphalt shingles, 
anached carport. 
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NC 27. Virginia Traister HOLIPL, 1928, two-story, h e  house on concrete foundation, aluminum siding, tin 
roof, brick chimneys. 

NC 28. Traister shed 

NC 29. Traister carport 

NC 30. Downey bam, tin roof 

NC 3 1. Downey shed 

NC 32. Downey livestock barn, metal 

NC 33. Downey barn 

NC 34. Downey House. Original house built circa 1790 by John Froman Overall, log on limestone 
foundation. Current structure: wood h e ,  two-story plantation-style house with central hallway, two 
rooms over two, and brick chimineys at either end on a stone foundation with a front porch. Tin roof, 
aluminum siding, replacement vinyl columns on porch. At rear of house, a 1920 two-story frame 
addition with one story porch (enclosed post-WWII) on block foundation. 

Sources: Lambert (op cit): "When Isaac [Overall] was about 20. . .they [Isaac's parents, 
John Froman Overall and his wife Elizabeth Ann Waters] built a new plantation house. It remained 
for almost a century the central landmark of the village that was first called Centre Mills, then Mill- 
ford (Milford), then Overall. When stagecoaches began m i n g  along the high bank of the 
Shenandoah, the big porch was extended so passengers could step directly under the roof and out of 
the rain. The location was about hundred yards east of the present US 340." 

Interview with Col. Clvde and Frida Downey, 9/03: Kitchen of the original house was located in 
basement. The ~ O I I C . Z  was used as a field hospital during the battle of Milford. At that time, Dr. 
Zacharia Compton and his wife Elizabeth McKay owned the house. Compton was both a minister 
and a medical doctor. 

Interview with Raymond Fristoe, great-grandson of Zacharia Compton, 1993. 

WPA historical inventory, 1937, researched by Connie C. Moms of Shenandoah VA. 

NC 35. Daniel Foster house, circa 1939, single-story cinder block with basement, vinyl-sided enclosed porch 
and woodlmasonry shed which sits on top of old Bridge Abutment (C-13) Site of old barrel stave 
mill, according to 1393 krterview with Raymond Fristoe. 
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NC 36. RR Tressel Bridge, 2om Century structure. 

NC 37. Fristoe Cabin, 1957, one-story, wood frame, asphalt shingles, block foundations, stone chimney. 

NC 38. Fristoe Cabin, 1957, onestory, wood-frame, asphalt shingles, block foundations, stone chimney 

NC 39. Single story storage shed, plywood. 

NC 40. Single story storage shed, stone facing, tin roof. 

NC 41. Single story shed and ruin of limestone foundation of a hotel, Fristoe Inn, that burned late in 1970. 

NC 42. Skymont, Fitmater house: one-story field-stone house with basement and stone chimney; multi-level 
deck overlooking river, built on foundations of old house, stone chimney still standing and - 
incorporated into deck. 

NC 43. Skymont, small shed 

NC 44. Coop 

NC 45. Camp Skymont Cabin site ruin, standing brick chimney. 

NC 46. Camp Skymont Cabin site ruin, standing brick chimney. 

NC 47. Camp Skymont Cabin site ruin, standing brick chimney. 

NC 48. Camp Skymont Cabin site ruin, standing brick chimney. 

NC 49. Camp Skymont Cabin site ruin, standing brick chimney. 

NC 50. Small wood-fiamed house with tin roof now used as shed. 

NC 51. Camp Skymont dwelling: renovated vernacular farm house, two-level, wood frame, clapboard siding, 
tin roof, two brick chimneys. 

NC 52. Camp Skymont dwelling: one-story renovated vernacular farm house with half basement on block 
foundation, wood frame, clapboard siding, tin roof, stone chimney. 

NC 53. Forrest Fristoe house, circa1900 vernacular twc-st?-j farm house, vinyl siding, tin roof 

NC 54. Small wooden shed with asphalt shingle roof. 
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NC 55. Small wooden shed with asphalt shingle roof. 

NC 56. Virgil Printz house, circa 1950, one-story brick with asphalt roofing shingles. 

NC 57. Shed. wooden 

NC 58. Shed. wooden 

NC 59. Privy 

NC 60. Hany Heard tenant house, two-story, aluminum siding, asphalt roofing shingles, twin front doon. 

NC 61. Shed, truck box and wmgated aluminum siding, tin roof. 

NC 62. Kovalchick House, 1932 two-story vernacular farm house with 1978 addition, wood-frame, 
aluminum siding, tin roof. 

NC 63. Kovalchick studio and garage,1980 wood &me, aluminum siding, asphalt roof shingles. 

NC 64. Barn, wood, tin roof. 

NC 65. Barn, wood, tin roof 

NC 66. Imler House, circa 1960, brick, split-level "Ranch-style" house, asphalt shingles, brick chimney, 
attached carport and enclosed sunroom, vinyl siding. 

NC 67. Plywood shed with asphalt shingles. 

NC 68. Broadbent house, 1991, modular home on block foundation with asphalt-shingled roof, vinyl siding. 

NC 69. Broadbent garage, same wnstmction as house. 

NC 70. Small w o o d - h e  pony shed. 

NC 71. Andreae tenant house, 1960 wmposite of trailer and frame additions on block and slab, plywood and 
vinyl siding, asphalt roof shingles. 

NC 72. All metal livestock barn. 

NC 73. Cinderblock garage with metal roof. 
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NC 74.1 990 contemporary log and wood frame cabin with cedar shingled siding and asphalt roof shingles. 

NC 75. Small plywood shed. 

NC 76. Woodell/Mathews House, circa 1990 Colonial-style two-story house, brick foundation, vinyl siding, 
asphalt roofing shingles. 

NC 77. Garage, same construction. 

NC 78. Jeff Cook mobile home on blocks. 

NC 79. Small plywood shed 

NC 80. Cook two-story equipment barn and workshop, wood frame, wood siding. 

NC 8 1. 1970s mobile home with attached small metal geodesic dome. 

NC 82. Jerome Headley house, circa 1900 vernacular farm house, two-stories, asphalt shingle siding, tin 
roof, brick chimney. 

NC 83. Shed, concrete with tin roof 

NC 84. Small shed 

NC 85. Small shed 

NC 86. Skymont burial ground, 1970, one grave marker remains, others have disappeared. 

NC 87. Route 340 and Overall Run Bridge, 1938, steel and concrete, arched truss construction, eligible for 
listing. 

NC 88. Railroad bed, 20' century 
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ST 4TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 
Of the several military engagements that took place at Milford (present-day Overall) during the Civil War, 
the most significant occurred on September 22, 1864. This engagement is associated with the 1864 
Shenandoah Valley Campaign, specifically with Union Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan's victory over 
Confederate Maj. Gen. Jubal A. Early at Winchester on September 19, Early's retreat south up the 
Shenandoah Valley and Sheridan's pursuit, and Early's subsequent stand and defeat by Sheridan at Fisher's 
Hill on September 21. The action at Milford the following day occurred because Early had posted forces 
there to protect his right flank and rear at Fisher's Hill (about a dozen miles northwest of Milford), and 
Federal troops en route to attack Early's flank assaulted the forces at Milford. The Confederates held their 
ground, thereby preventing the flank attack. In the principal action at Fisher's Hill, meanwhile, Sheridan 
routed Early's army. The Milford engagement is considered locally significant. 

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERIA 

The Milford Battlefield Site is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places as locally 
significant under Criterion A for its association with the Civil War. It meets the registration requirements 
outlined in the Multiple Property Documentation Form titled The Civil War in Virginia, 1861-1865: 
Historic and Archaeological Resources. Specifically, the historic landscape remains largely intact and 
retains integrity of location, association, setting, feeling, design, and materials. Besides the landscape, the 
battlefield contains remnants of historic roads, buildings, entrenchments, and rifle pits. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Milcord's location and terrain made it strategically important during the Civil War. The Page Valley narrows 
ad. Overall, which (with the turnpike) contributed to its importance. To the west, a side ridge off Massanutten 
Mobitain extends eastward to form a large horseshoe-shaped bend in the South Fork, with Overall lying just 
..cross the river from the eastern apex of the bend. In addition, the river is all but unfordable there and 
immediately downstream (north), and during the war there was no paralleling road on the western side of the 
river to permit a flanking maneuver. Furthermore, on the east, Overall Run's deep drainage with its steep 
slopes made the site the most easily fortified and defended position in the Page Valley. The Confederates 
especially took full advantage of this opportunity. 

Several actions occurred at or near Milford during the Civil War. They included cavalry engagements on 
June 24, 1862, in early May 1864, and on October 25-26, 1864. In addition, Union and Confederate troops 
camped or bivouacked there at various times during the war. 
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The most significant engagemc.lt at Milford, however, occurred on September 22, 1864. This engagement 
was essentially the final phase of the actions that followed Union Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan's victory over 
Confederate Maj. Gen. Jubal A. Early at the Third Battle of Winchester on September 19, 1864. Early 
retreated southward and occupied a strong defensive position at Fisher's Hill, then extended his lines across 
this narrow section ofthe main valley between Massanunen Mountain on the east and North Mountain on the 
west. Early realized, however, that he could be flanked and attacked from the rear by a force that moved up 
the Page Valley and crossed Massanutten Mountain at New Market Gap. He therefore sent two brigades of 
Maj. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry (commanded by Brig. Gen. Williams C. Wickham) to prevent such an 
occurrence. It was fortunate that he did, as Sheridan successfblly flanked Early on the west side of the 
Confederate lines at Fisher's Hill, and again routed his army and sent it retreating southward for the second 
time in three days (Lewis, 1987). 

Events leadine to the Milford Eneaeement 
Wickham first encountered Union cavalry of the 3d Division commanded by Brig. Gen. James H. Wilson 
(under Maj. Gen. Alfred T. A. Torbert) on September 20 near Front Royal. An engagement began near 
Crooked Run and the Front Royal Road that resulted in the Confederates being driven across the South Fork 
of the Shenandoah River (Hale, 1986). Wilson renewed his attacks on September 21, and part of his force 
succeeded in flanking the Confederates by crossing the river at Kendrick's and Richard's Fords. A running 
battle then ensued as the Confederates retreated up the valley (southward) toward Luray. They made two 
stands, and retreated from the first but held the second on the south bank of Gooney Run. An artillery duel 
then began that lasted well into the night (Hale, 1986). Later that evening, Wickham's troops withdrew and 
entrenched along the slopes immediately south of Milford, extending their lines from the river eastward to the 
steep slope in the vicinity of the present-day Shenandoah National Park boundary (see topographic map). The 
Southerners burned, or at least partially burned, the little bridge over Milford Run in their front (qtticial 
Records of the War of the Rebellion, vol. 43, 1, p. 441; hereafter referred to as OR). Some accounts refer to 
the bridge as if it were present during the battle (Fortier, 1993). 

During the night, Brig. Gen. \Iv esley Merritt's cavalry reinforced Wilson, bringing total Union strength to two 
divisions, the First and Thild (each composed of two brigades), with each division supported by three to five 
batteries of artillery (Kovalrhick 1998). Brig. Gen. George Armstrong Custer commanded the I st Brigade 
(consisting of one New York and four Michigan regiments) of Menitt's I st Division. AAer midnight, the 
Federals discovered Wickham's new position at Milford. The Union cavalry and horse artillery then moved 
southward and set up their guns (some of which were placed at the present-day location of Skymont). 

T r o o ~  Strength 
The exact strength of the Confederate forces at Milford on Sept. 22, 1864 is difficult to determine, as reliable 
records from this confused, fast-paced period are sketchy. Confederate forces included two brigades: 
Wickham's, consisting of the 1 st, 2d, 3d, and 4th Virginia Cavalry Regiments, and Col. William H. F. 
Payne's, including the 5th, 6 t h  md 15th Virginia Cavalry (Kovalchick 1998). In an inspection report 
following the October 19, 1 Z64 battle of Cedar Creek, Wickham's Brigade, at that point commanded by 
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Col. Thomas T. Munford, was reported was reported as hr1.1ing approximately 1,500 men present (Driver, 
1991). Driver (1991) further states that Wickham had about as many men "present for duty as did the other 
two brigades of the division combined," which included Payne's and Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Rosser's brigades 
(Wert, 1997). Payne had only three regiments as opposed to Rosser who had four. Payne's brigade, 
therefore, probably contained 500 to 700 men at Milford in September. Based on these numbers, 
Confederate forces at Milford may have numbered as many as 2,200, though probably the actual figure was 
lower. The numbers in troop-strength reports listing "men present" were larger than the number of men 
actually available for fighting at any given time (Starr, 1991). And since both sides fought dismounted at 
Milford, some men would have been in the rear holding the various units' horses, and thus were unavailable 
for actual fighting. 

The Confederate cavalry was supported at Milford by a portion of Major James Breathed's Battalion of 
Horse Artillery, known as the I st Stuart Horse Artillery Battery of Virginia. Both Breathed and Capt. Philip 
P. Johnston were present at Milford and commanded the Southern artillery. 

The Union troops at Milford included the 1st and 3d Divisions, under Menitt and Wilson, respectively. 
Troop-strength reports for the divisions during August 1864 noted 8,262 officers and men "present for duty" 
(Starr, 1991), but the actual number of men available for combat probably was less. Indeed, Sheridan 
reported in August 1864 that he had only 7,500 cavalrymen. Less than two weeks before the battle of Milford 
in September, Torbert reported 6,465 officers and men "present for duty equipped" in Wilson's and Merrin's 
divisions (Starr, 1991). But again, this classification would have likely included a larger number of men than 
actual available-for-fighting troops. Also, Brig. Gen. Thomas C. Devin's 2d Brigade was absent from 
Merritt's division at the time of the engagement (Kovalchick, 1999 communication). The exact number of 
troopers in Devin's brigade at that time is unknown but, based on the relative numbers of regiments in the 
various Federal cavalry units, a rough reduction of perhaps 1,000 men from the division's total strength is 
reasonable. It is therefore likely that the Union cavalry fielded 4,000 to 5,000 officers and men and 
outnumbered the Confederates by about two to one. 

Firrhting on Sevtember 22 
Wickham had posted Payne's Brigade on the left (or west) between the roadway and the river. He then 
positioned his own brigade to the east, with the 4' \'rrginia Cavalry along the roadway and the other three 
regiments extending eastward to the steep slope at the foot of the Blue Ridge on the right (Stiles, 1985). 
Wickham then placed Munford in command of both brigades before departing for a conference with Early at 
Fisher's Hill. He was therefore not present during the actual fighting. 

Skirmishing began very early in the morning (Driver, 1995). Torbert arrived at Milford about 1 1  A.M. and 
deployed his artillery (OR, vol. 43, 1, p. 428). then began "a furious shelling" of both the Southern defensive 
lines and artillery, which was posted farther to the south on higher ground. The Confederate horse artillev 
responded "with vigor" (Fortier, 1993), and the Confedera?? troops delivered, in the words of Munford, "a 
ringing fire" (Wert, 1997). 
















