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1. Name of Property

historic name Killahevlin

other names/site number (none) VDHR File No. 112-24

2. Location

street & number 1201 N. Royal Ave. N/A 7 not for publication
city or town Front Royal N/ ACD vicinity

state __virginia code _ VA county _Warrep code 187  zip code _ 226130

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amendad, | hereby certify that this (] nomination
(] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for regisiering properties in the Nationat Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and pretessional requiremants set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the propery
{7 meets (1 does not mest the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

O natjonaily (X statewide [ iocally. ({] See continuation sheet for additionai comments.)

C~ mJHL ‘7/ 3/6' 3

Signature o! certifying officialiTitle Date
’ _\Li.r'z%ai.n.i_a_n&pa.r_tmanr of Historic Resources
I State of eral agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ] meets [ does not mest the National Register criteria. ((J See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of centifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and buraau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that the property is:
[ entared in the National Register.
[J see continuation sheet.

T determined efigible for the
National Register
[T see continuation shest.

] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

(0 removed from the National
Register.

7 other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




d(—irl—la!" gylin
ame of Propery

Warren County, VA
County and State

5. Classitication

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box)
& private X building(s)
U] public-iocal ] district
J public-State 0 site
O public-Federal [} structure
O object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "'N/A" if property is not part of a muitiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listea resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
Z 0 buildings
0 0 sites
2 1 structures
0 0 objects
4 1 Total

Number ot contributing resources previousiy listed
in the Nationai Register
0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC - sinegle dwuelling
L= - [=]

Current Functions
{Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: hotel
WORK IN PROGRESS

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categorigs from instructions)

foundation __ STONE

walls BRICK
— WoOD: cshingles
roof SLATE
ather _W00D
METAL

(Describa the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation shests.)
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Name of Properny

Harren Counnty, VA

County ano State

8. Statement of Signilicance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark "x'' in onae or more poxes lor the critena quahfying the propeny

for Nationai Reqister isting.)

— A Propenty is associated with events that have made
a significant contnbution to the broad patterns of

our history.

X] B Propenty is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

XJ € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, pericd, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a sigmnificant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Propenty has vielded. or 1s likety to yieid,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[J A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

J B removed from its originai location.

J C a birthplace or grave.

3 D a cemetery.

i E a reconstructed buiiding, object, or structure.
{0 F a commemorative property.

{0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

‘Areas of Significance
(Enter categories irom instrucnions)

ARCHITECTURE

CONSERVATION
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

ca.

(Explain the significance of the property on one or mora continuation sheets.)

Period of Significance

1905~ 1934

Significant Dates
ca. 1905

ca. 1926

Significant Person

{Compiete if Criterion B is marked above)

Larson, William-§

Cultural Aftiliation
N/A

o

Architect/Builder
Mullett, A.

B.,

and Co. .,

Architects

9. Major Bibliographical Reterences

Bibllography

(Cite the books. articies. ang other sources used in preparnng this form on one or more continuation sheets.}
Primary location of additional data:
Kl State Historic Preservation Office
J Other State agency
3 Federal agency
] Local government

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O3 preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

] previousty listed in the National Register

7 previously determinsd eligible by the National
Register

7 designated a National Historic Landmark

(J recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

O recorged by Historic American Engineering
Rarmrr #

0 University
O Other
Name of repository:




¥illahevlin Warren Countv, VA
Name oi Property County ana State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Z.9 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM reterences on a continuation sheet.)

7 (714312, 40 [431(1,3 29,0 Y R T A A
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting ‘ Northing .
3 BN N B A AU A A B I AR AR B IR NI A

(] See continuanon sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Dascribe the boundaries of the propernty on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Expiain why the boundarnes were selscted on a continuation sheet.j

11. Form Prepared_éy

Shirley Maxwell, Partner

nameftitle

organization Massev Maxwell Associates date April 23, 1993
street & numper __ P+ 0. Box 263 tolephone 103) 465-4566
city or town Strasburg state VA zip code 22657

Additionai Documentation
Submit the foliowing items with the compileted form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts ana properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Compiete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name __Iphn M. and Sugan 2 fg!,_g
-7335
street & number 1401 N. Roval Ave. telephone (703) 636
3
city or town Front Royal state VA 7ip code 22630

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for appiications to the National Register of Historic Placss (o nominate
properties for listing or determine sligibility for listing, to list properies, and to amend existing listings. Response o this request is required to cbtain
a benstit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amanded (16 11.5.C. 470 ot seq.).

Eatimated Burden Statement: Public reperting burden for this farm is estimated 1o average 18.1 hours per responsa inciuding time for reviewing
instructions, gatnering and maintaining data. and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarging this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chiet, Administrative Services Division, Nationai Park Sarvice, P.Q. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Architectural Description

Summary Description

Killahevlin (1401 N. Royal Avenue) is a large, detached,
two-and-one-half-story brick house built ca. 1905 in a modified
Queen Anne style and located on 2.92 landscaped acres at the
northern edge of Front Rovyal, Virginia. (Photo 1} Designed by
the firm of A, B. Mullett and Co., Washington, D. C., as the home
of William E. Carson, who later was the first director of the
Virginia Development and Conservation Commission, the house has
been altered by the addition ca. 1926 of an enclosed sleeping
porch, covered in weood shingles, across the second-floor front;
the enclosure (date not known) of the north end of the original
wraparound front porch; the extension (ca. 1926) of the dining
room at the south side, replacing a portion of the original
porch: and the screening of the remainder of the porch. The
terraced grounds, originally part of a nine-acre tract, contain
many mature evergreens, deciduous trees, and shrubs amid a series
of stone retaining walls. A narrow, gravel road winds from Royal
Avenue to a parking area behind the main house. Northeast of the
main house is a two-story brick guest house with a water tower at
its west side. At the northwest and southeast sides of the main
house are two gazebos of wood, stone, and concrete; a large
swimming pool, in poor condition, is on the east side. The house
and grounds are in fair to good condition and are currently being
renovated for use as a bed-and-breakfast guest house. The
property contains two contributing buildings (the main house and
the guesthouse/water tower), two contributing structures (the two
gazebos), and one noncontributing structure (the swimming pool).

Architectural Analysis

Ten sheets of extant undated architectural drawings in the
form of blueprints from the office of A. B. Mullett and Company
include elevations of all four original facades, a longitudinal
section, a cross section, plans of the first floor, attic, and
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7. Architectural Description {(continued)

basement, and a plan for the attic flooring.1 However, it
appears likely that a number of design changes occurred between
the preparation of these drawings and construction of the house,
particularly in regard to the wraparound porch. The most
significant differences are noted in the analysis below.

On the east, north, and south sides of the house are several
minor, brick or frame one- and two-story additions constructed at
various times before 1960. {Phaotos 3, 4, 5} The brick walls
that are visible are unpainted. Shingles on the second-floor
front are now painted white; they were originally stained a dark
brown and later painted dark green. (Photo 1)

Roofs

On the original, or main, block of the house, the ridge of
the steeply pitched hip roof runs east-west, with an intersecting
gable roof on the north facade and an intersecting hip roof on
the east facade. The roof has a kick at the eaves. There are
two hipped dormers on the west side, one small hipped dormer on
the south, and one small hipped dormer and one large gabled
dormer on the east. The main roof is covered in gray slate
shingles in square-butt and fish-scale shapes. There are four
tall, corbelled brick chimneys. Two large sheet-metal attic
ventilators are at the east and west corners of the hipped
section. Low-pitched shed roofs in standing-seam metal cover the
one- and two-story additions on all four sides. There are
projecting eaves and a plain wood cornice.

Main (West) Facade

1The blueprints are in the possession of the owners of
Killahevlin; copies are in the files of the Department of Historic
Resources. The construction date attributed to the house (1905}
is taken from a 1958 newspaper article written during the ownership
of William Carson's daughters.
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7. Architectural Description (continued)

The five-bay principal facade faces west, toward Royal
Street. (Photo 1) Now largely hidden by shingled, screened, and
glazed additions, the original walls are of eight-course common-
bond brick above a high basement of rock-faced random-ashlar gray
limestone. The main entrance is at the center of the west
facade. At the entrance is a high, three-bay, one-story portico
with flat roof, simple, deep, wood cornice, and four Tuscan
columns set atop rock-faced random-ashlar stone pillars separated
by wood balustrades. Three sets of five brick steps with stone
sides and broad stone coping approach the entrance landing from
the west, north, and south; another set of seven brick steps with
stone sides and broad coping lead to the portico. A one-story,
l4-bay wraparound porch with brick and stone pillars extends the
width of the house on the west side and onto both the north and
south sides. (The original architectural blueprints show the
porch with a sloping roof line and a shallow pediment at the
entrance. It is only three bays wide on the west facade and does
not extend on the north,side of the house. However, a ca. 1920
photograph of the house” indicates that the porch was either
built with a flat~roofed center portico and a flat roof with
balustrade over the main porch, or that the porch was
substantially altered less than twenty years after the house was
constructed-- certainly before 1926 when the sleeping porch was
added.) The two northernmost bays of the porch have been
enclosed with stone, brick, and wood. Three bays at the south
end of the west facade and three bays on the south side of the
house have been screened. The house was enlarged ca. 1926 by the

2The photograph originally appeared in Front Royal-Riverton,
Virginia: An Ideal Industrial Center with Exceptional Advantages
and Attractions (Front Royal, Va.: Front Royal Chamber of Commerce,
n.d. Jca. 1921]). A copy of the booklet is in the files of the
Warren Sentinel, Front Royal. The photograph, reproduced directly
from the booklet, appeared in the Sentinel on Wednesday, January

15, 1992,
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7. Architectural Description (continued)

addition of a l4-bay, full-width sleeping porch faced with fish-
scale wood shingles across the second-story front of the house.
There 1s a continuous line of 14 1/1 windows with wood sash; the
lower portion of the sash slides down into the wall.

North Facade

On the north facade (Photo 5), the presence of an interior
stair near the center of the main block is indicated by a
projecting two-and-one-half-story bay with a pedimented gable
roof rising through the main cornice line. A small, four-light,
fixed oculus window with wood sash and round, wood frame is in
the tympanum, which is covered in fish-scale dark gray slate
shingles at the attic level. The gable has a broad, curving,
wood fascia and plain cornice. A three-part window ensemble
lights the landing between the second and attic stories. A
round-arch lintel composed of three rows of vertical bricks and a
limestone keystone is above the center section. The center
window is 6/1 lights in double-hung wood sash, with a
semicircular one-light fanlight with wood sash. The two
stationary 12-1light side windows have wood sash and plain stone
lintels; there is a single, continuous plain wood sill. Between
the first and second floors are three tall, narrow, fixed
windows, each containing a small rectangular, hinged, one-light
panel above a taller, stationary one-light panel; there is a
continuous stone lintel and continuous plain wood sill. At the
first floor two small narrow window openings with round-arched
heads of two rows of brick with stone keystones have been removed
and the openings enlarged to allow the insertion of a large wood
door to the basement.

The western end of the north facade, formerly part of a
wraparound porch, has been enclosed in stone beneath the original
brick porch piers. The western end of the second floor,
originally a flat deck atop the porch, has been enclosed in frame
and covered in shingles. A single hipped dormer with paired six-
light windows with plain wood sash is near the front (west end)
of the original main block of the house. On the first floor, a
side entrance to the former porch has been bricked in between two
brick porch pillars, but the original seven-step brick stairs
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7. Architectural Description {continued)

with stone cheeks and coping remain. Two sets of paired six-
over-one-light double-hung wood windows with plain wood trim are
on the first floor. There are three basement windows. On the
second floor is a 6/1 double~-hung wood sash window with plain
wooden lintel and sill.

The eastern section of the north facade contains two narrow,
1/1 double-hung wood windows at the first floor and two identical
windows at the second. All have arched two-course brick lintels
with keystones and plain wooden sills. There is a single, small
basement window. The windowless wall of the one-story, shed-
roofed kitchen addition is at the rear.

East (rear) Facade

The two-and-one-half-story main block of the rear, or east,
facade (Photo 5) is in four irregular bays, with a two~story,
one-bay extension at the south end. The south extension contains
a modern service entry door opening to the east; the door is of
paneled wood with one large light in the upper half. The brick
stoop has two steps and two small brick pillars. A former
service porch has been enclesed in brick to form a one-~-story
addition. A shed roof in standing-seam metal extends over the
entry at the southeast corner and also covers a small,
weatherboarded l-bay X l-bay frame extension covered in
weatherboard. This extension contains modern metal casement
windows. The brick addition contains two windows on the east
facade: a small, narrow, 1/1 double-hung wood sash with round
arch head and plain wood lintel, and a 6/1 double-hung wood sash;
and one elliptical stained glass window on the south facade with
wood frame and arched brick lintel. A modern metal storm door is
in the main block. Three windows on the south face of the main
block second story, one wood flat lintel, wood double-hung sash
6/1, one 6/1 round arch brick lintel with wood sill. There are
two dormers: one gabled dormer with paired 6/1 double-hung wood
sash windows and one hipped roof dormer with 1/1 double-hung wood
sash. There is a gable roofed wood-shingled projection built ca.
1940 to serve as an elevator shaft (although the elevator was
never installed) at the second floor above the south end of the
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7. Architectural Description (continued)

enclosed section. The shaft has one fixed, plain, four-paned,
wood-sash window.

South Facade

On the first floor of the two-story, four-bay scuth facade
(Photo 2), the three side bays of the original wraparound porch
have been screened between brick and stone pillars; each bay of
screening is two sections wide by three sections high with wood
framing and brackets. The shingled front (west) end of the
second-story south facade contains two sets of paired 1/1 windows
with wood sash and plain wood frames, continuous wood lintels and
8ills, plus one pair of windows with 6/1 double-hung wood sash,
wide board frames, and wood lintel and sills. The rear (east)
end of the south facade contains four grouped 12/1 windows with
diamond-paned upper sash, continuous wood lintel and sill, and
wood frames between windows at the first floor. The second floor
has three grouped 6/1 double-hung windows with wood sash and
separate wood lintels and sills. An oval, stained-glass panel is
in a one-story addition at the easternmost end of the south side.
The east (rear) facade has a service exit with modern storm door.
A small, one~story porch has been enclosed to enlarge the kitchen
and is covered in aluminum siding, with modern aluminum windows.
The upper terminus of the elevator shaft on the second floor is
marked by a small dormer.

Interior

The plan of the house is generally rectangular. The
primary entrance is located in the center of the west facade,
behind a screened entrance porch. The large front door, set
behind a pair of glazed French doors, opens to a large reception
hall on the north side of the house (Photo 7); a parlor of
similar size is to the south (Photo 9). The reception hall,
parlors, and dining room are separated from the stair hall by
paneled pocket doors of wood. The dining room door is missing,
but the pockets are visible., On the west wall of the reception
hall, original windows look onto an L-shaped sun room created by
enclosing an addition to the northern end of the original porch,
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7. Architectural Description (continued)

and double French doors lead from the sun room to the screened
portion of the front porch.

The dining room (Photo 10), at the southeast corner of the
house, was enlarged 12 feet to the south ca. 1930. An elevator
shaft added to the east wall ca. 1940 was never used, and the
shaft was converted to storage areas, A pantry, lit by a single-
light, oval, stained-glass panel, was also added or relocated to
the east wall of the dining room.

On the north (rear) wall of the reception hall, a large
wooden staircase with paneled walls and turned balusters leads to
the second floor. (Photo 8) The landing between the first and
second floors is lit by a three-part window ensemble, with three
small, fixed windows above three tall, narrow windows.

Significant first~-floor woodwork consists of painted,
paneled wainscoting (some panels damaged or missing) in the
reception hall and on the stairway (Photos 8), turned balusters
and handrail on the staircase, and original mantelpieces in each
of the three major rooms. {Photos 7, 9, 10) Door and window
frames have bulls-eye corner blocks and pilaster trim. The
flooring throughout the first floor except for the kitchen is of
narrow varnished boards. Walls and ceilings in all the rooms are
plastered, but those in the reception hall were covered with
modern textured plaster ca. 1985. 1In the reception hall, a
fireplace placed diagonally across the northeast corner has a
wooden mantelpiece with plain mantel and slender Doric columns
beneath a broad, plain frieze and a brick hearth. 1In the south
parlor, a fireplace on the south wall has a green glazed tile
fireplace surround and hearth and an Adamesque mantelpiece with
fluted columns and swags. The dining room fireplace has an Arts-
and-Crafts-style mantelpiece of wood with applied carved details.

Between the vestibule and kitchen a narrow service stair
with a door at the first floor rises on the north wall to the
second and attic floors. A door to the basement staircase is to
the west under the service stairs.
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7. Architectural Description {continued)

At the rear of the house, the kitchen (Photo 1ll) was
enlarged ca. 1950 and 1985 by enclosing a rear porch, and a group
of modern, metal, fixed and casement windows was installed across
the new east wall. The walls are of plaster. There are two
doorways: one leading to the rear service hall connecting the
dining room to the kitchen and the back door, and another to the
front service stair hall. A modern laundry room is at the rear
of the service hall near the back door.

The second floor is comprised of four bedrooms (Photos 17,
18, 19, 21, 22 and 23), three large bathrooms, a small bathroom,
an enclosed sleeping porch across the front of the house, and a
central corridor. Each of the bedrooms has a fireplace and
mantel. Those in the southwest, northwest, and northeast
bedrooms are original, but the fireplace in the southeast
bedroom, while in the original location on the north wall, has a
replacement mantelpiece in a Victorian style with mirrored
overmantel and replacement hearth in large modern tile sguares.
The original hearth and mantel were removed at an unknown date by
previous owners in order to build a closet, which was in turn

demolished by the present owners in 1990,

A long, narrow sleeping porch added across the second-floor
front of the house ca., 1926 (Photo 12) is reached from the
corridor and a doorway to the northwest bedroom. Three flimsy
partitions (date unknown) separating the porch into four small
rooms were removed in 1990,

The main stair continues to the third (attic) floor; it is
lit by a three-part Palladian window ensemble at the landing.
Formerly occupied by a servant's room and storage area, the attic
was converted to a two-room bedroom/living suite with bath in

1990. (Photo 24)

Grounds and Outbuildings

Approximately 100 feet northeast of the house is a two-
story, three-bay, T-shaped, brick guest house with a one-bay,
four-story water tower at its west side. {Photo 26) The
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construction date of this building is unknown, but it is
probably contemporaneous with the main house, ca. 1905. The
entrance to the building is through a wood-paneled door in the
south face of the water tower. A one-story, hipped-roof porch
with a single plain wood post and concrete stoop is at the
entrance. The intersecting gable roofs of the main block are
covered in composition roofing; the hipped roof of the water
tower is in slate. The south-facing main block of the building
has a large, broadly arched, flat fascia in wood, similar to
those on the north and east gabled sections of the main
residence; a small, single-pane oculus air vent with wood frame
is at the attic level. On the first floor of the main block are
three two-over-two double-hung wood windows; the center window
has a low—arch lintel and wood sill, and the two end windows have
plain wood lintels and sills. The two—bay ell at the east end
has one window and a door on the first floor, and one window on
the second floor, all with wood sills and low-arch wood lintels.
The water tower has a hipped roof of fish-scale slate with metal

snowbirds.

Two open, octagonal gazebos (22' in diameter) with modern
composition roofs, concrete floors, and low, stone and concrete
sides are located northwest and southeast of the main house.
They are both contributing structures. The rustic gazebo on the
northwest, constructed before 1921, is supported by rough timber
posts of cedar set on stone side walls topped by broad concrete
coping. (Photo 28) The gazebo on the southeast side, built ca.
1924, has Tuscan columns set on low stone pillars. (Photo 27) An
elaborate landscaping plan of driveways, footpaths, trails, and
plantings, was proposed for the southern half of the lot by
Outdoor Arts Company, Landscape Engineers and Horiculturists, of
Flourton, Pennsylwvania, in 1924, It is unclear how much of the

3The two sheets of drawings, entitled "Planting Plan for the
Grounds of Mr. W. A. Carson, Riverton, Va," and "Profile of
Proposed Entrance Drive on the Residence of Mr. W. A. Carson," are
both dated January 23, 1924.
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7. Architectural Description {(continued)

plan was ever carried out. However, an open, octagonal "summer
house” on the plan is probably the one that now exists, although
it was suggested for a location at the south side of the house,
well to the south of where it was actually built. A large,
concrete-lined swimming pool in poor condition (& noncontributing
structure; date unknown but after 1924) is at the rear (east) of
the house, south of the water tower building. The poeol may have
been built instead of, or may later have replaced, a tennis court
proposed on the Outdoor Arts plan.

The house is approached from Royal Street by means of a
narrow, graveled drive that winds from the northwest corner of
the lot across the steeply terraced front yard, passing in front
of the house from north to south, joining a loop around a garden
area south of the house, and ending in a parking area directly
behind the house. Another drive in the southern portion of the
original lot led from the street to a parking area at the rear;
it was lost as a result of a later subdivision of the property.
Neither driveway is the one proposed in the Outdocor Arts plan.
An 0ld alley leading straight from Royal Street along the
northern edge of the property to the rear of the lot has recently
been added to the Killahevlin holdings. Low retaining walls of
rough limestone and a brick walkway from the street to the house
were present by 1921, but large trees and shrubbery are of more

recent date.
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8. Statement of Significance

Summarz

Killahevlin is significant under National Register Criteria
B and C. It is historically significant for its association with
William E. Carson, a noted conservationist and first chairman of
the Virginia Development and Conservation Commission. Carson
directed the formation of Virginia's recreational parks system,
established the state's system of historical road markers, and
was instrumental in the creation of the Shenandoah National Park
and the Skyline Drive. As president of Riverton Lime
Corporation, he played a prominent role in the early 20th-
century economic life of Front Royal, Warren County, and
Virginia. Killahevlin is locally significant for its
architecture. Although the original ca. 1905 design by the
Washington, D.C., firm of A. B, Mullett and Company has been
obscured by additions made during the historical period,
Killahevlin is a distinctive Front Royal landmark, and the house
contains much fine, early 20th-century, interior woodwork and
other architectural detail. The wooded and terraced site retains
many of the distinctive landscape features that distinguished it
during the Carson occupany in the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s. The
property is also reputed to have been the scene of various Civil
War activities, including use in 1862 as a campground by Union
troope under the command of Colonel John Kenley and the 1864
hanging by Union troops of two captured members of Mosby's

Rangers.

Historical Background

The site on which Killahevlin stands, near the Front Royal
city limits, once comprised part of a small community near the
North and South Forks of the Shenandoah River. The area was
called "the forks" or "Confluence” until 1892, when it was given
a post office and officially named Riverton.

4Rebecca Good, The Forks of the River (Front Royal, Va: n.p.,
1973)
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B. Statement of Significance (continued)

The high land on which Killahevlin would rise gained a grim
notoriety because of events reputed to have occurred there during
the Civil War. On May 23, 1862, Union troops under Colonel John
Kenley were encamped on the property when Stonewall Jackson,
moving against Union forces under General N. P, Banks, captured
the town of Front Roval. On September 23, 1864, two captured
Confederate soldiers serving with Mosby's Rangers were hanged by
their Union captors., Local historians believe that a walnut tree
growing near the site of the present water tower/guest house
served as the gallows. The execution was part of a short-lived
policy ordered by General Sherman to discourage Mosby's attacks
on Union forces under General Philip Sheridan. Seven
Confederates in all were hanged or shot as a result of the
policy, six of them near Front Royal. After Mosby ordered the
retaliatory execution of seven captured Union soldiers, Sherman's
policy was abandoned, (In 1899 pieces of the walnut tree were
sold as relics to finance a monument memorializgng the
Confederate victims at Prospect Hill Cemetery.)

The large brick house at Killahevlin was constructed ca.
1905 as the residence of William E. Carson, president of Riverton
Lime Company, who served as the first chairman of the Virginia
Conservation and Development Commission from 1926 until 1934.
Designed by the Washington, D.C., firm of A, B. Mullett and Co.,
Killahevlin postdates the death in 1890 of Alfred Bult Mullett,
founder of the firm, who had formerly held the position of
Architect of the Treasury. Mullett, perhaps best known as the
architect of the State, War, and Navy Building in Washington, was
also responsible for the design of many other federal structures.
Although there are extant undated architectural drawings of
Killahevlin (with some variations from what is believed to be its
as-built appearance), surviving firm records and Mullett and

5Laura Virginia Hale, "The Mosby Monument," in Memories in
Marble: The Story of the Four Confederate Monuments (Front Royal,
Va.: Warren Rifles Chapter, United Daughters of the Confederacy,

1956).




























