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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if krown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

White's Mill is a frame two-story structure resting on a down slape
basement with a full attic sheltered by a gable roof. At the basement
level are located the main gears for the buhr runs, roller mills, elevators
and bolting machinery. 1In addition to the gear well, the basement level
also contains an area for a water-powered sawmill and a brick corner fire-
place. The first or main floor supports the one remaining run of millstones
(there were originally two stand of buhrs) and a complement of three Sprout
& Waldron and MacAnulty Roller Mills, Besides the actual grinding apparatus
the first floor also holds the controls for adjusting the flow from the head
race, and regulating the height and speed of the capstone as well as the
buhr hoist, meal bins, grain elevators and scales. On the third floor are
situated the rolling bolter and shaking sifter (both manufactured by Sprout
& Waldron) and an Eureaka smut remover., The attiec contains the mechanisms

powvered twenty foot diameter Fitz overshot metal wheel.

The actual mill structure was originally covered with plain unbeaded
weatherboarding, although some of this has been replaced on the downslope
basement side with board-and-batten siding. Access into the mill is gained
through Dutch doors located on either the main floor east wall or basement
north wall and hung on wrought irom strap hinges and having wooden spring
or sliding latches. Originally lighted by six-over-six sliding sash windows
some of the early sash has been replaced with later Victorian period lights,
The mill also has an interior corner chimney built of locally burned brick
located in the northwest corner of the structure and having fireplace
openings on the first floor and basement levels.

Built along the basic ideas outlined in Qliver Evan's 1795 edition of
The Young Millwright and Miller's Guide, White's Mill is run by water with-
out the aid of any auxilliary power source, With the exceptions of the
Fitz waterwheel and the great gear wheel, all the interior gears and working
for White's Mill are handmade of wood, The water for the mill is diverted
from Toole's Creek by means of an earthen race which feeds directly into
the wooden race and onto the wheel. Also associated with the operations at
White's Mill is an early coursed rubble limestone dam with a functional
hydraulic ram.

for the grain elevators. The entire operation is run exclusively on a waters
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although a mill was established on this location as early as 1796,
the present White's Mill was probably not built until the mid 19th century.
Originally erected as'a waterpowered buhr mill operating two runs of millston
the mill was altered in the late 19th century to take, in addition to the
already extant grinding apparatus, three stands of Sprout & Waldrom and
MacAnulty Roller Mills and modern bolting and sifting equipment. At an
unspecified later date the early wooden overshot wheel was replaced with
the currently used twenty-foot diameter Fitz overshot wheel.

Throughout the course of these technical modernizations and
alterations White's Mill has remained in almost continous operation as a
commercial or semi-commercial enterprise, Still grinding grain for either
a nominal toll in kind or fixed price per pound, the mill is opemn on an
occasional basis to both customers and visitors, Although only the mill-
stones are used for grinding at the present time, the roller mills, smut
removers, elevators, bolters and sifters are also maintained and are in an
operable condition.

White's Mill's significance,however,is more than historical or
architectural. Built in accordance with Oliver Evan's late 18th century
innovations in milling and expanded to include the late 19th century
inventions of roller mill machinery, White's Mill is important as a very
rare working example of the various phases in the technical evolution of
grist milling all housed in a single structure, The only knowvn working
water-powered commercially run mill still in operation in Southwest Virginia
White's Mill is an excellently preserved survival from the almost vanished
species of the water-powered local grist mill integral to the Virginia
scene and economy less than a century ago.
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