


I General Statement: 
A. Architectural  character: Montcalm i s  an a rch i tec tura l ly  

sophisticated Federal s t y l e  farmhouse for  Southwest Virginia and is 
distinguished by f ine ly  detai led in te r iors .  The house vas extensively 
renovated i n  the ea r ly  twentieth century. 

B. Condition of the fabric:  Good. 

17. D E S C R ~ P T I O N  1 

panels. 0 
2. Windows: The windows are  surrounded by a broad z 

archi t rave trim, and have nine-over-nine sash. The windows on the f i r s t  
f loor  of the facade have jack arches of so ld ie r  bricks.  The remaining f i r s  v, 

f loor  windows have a jack arch of so ld ie rs  under a short  course of rowlocks. 
G. Roof: The gable roof i s  covered with sheet metal. The sha l lo  

entablature features  mutules and short  returns a t  the gable ends. 

I 

CONDITION 

11. Description of the  Exterior: 
A. Over-all dimensions: The two-story, five-bay house i s  

fo r ty  f e e t  long and t h i r t y  f e e t  wide. An or ig ina l  twenty-five foot e l l  
extends t o  the south. A two-story addition on the west end of the main 
block dates from the f i r s t  decade of the twentieth century, and a 1950's 
one room addition is jus t  south of that .  

R .  Foundations: Rouzh-cut limestone. 
C. Wall construction: The facade i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond: the  

s ides  and e l l  are  l a i d  i n  five-course American bond; and the circa 1900 
w i n g  is l a i d  i n  i r regular  American Bond. 

D. Porches: A one-story shed porch with a roof balustrade 
covers the north facade of the main block, and i s  supported by s i x  Tuscan 
columns and two engaged Tuscan columns. This porch was put on i n  the  ea r ly  
twentieth century, replacing an e a r l i e r ,  but probably not  o r ig ina l ,  one. 

E. Chimneys: In t e r io r  chimneys placed a t  each end of the  main 
block and a t  the  end of the  e l l  have brick stacks and corbelled caps. 

F. Openings: '. Doorways and doors: The main entrance doorway consis ts  
of a fanl ight  with rad ia t ing  muntins surrounded by a broad archi t rave trim. 
The doorway beneath the fan has deeply f luted trim with corner blocks and 
bullseyes.  Each of the  double doors opening in to  the h a l l  has four raised- 

1 111. Description of the In te r ior :  
A. Floor plan: A t  one time Montcalm exhibited a t yp ica l  f loor  

plan --- a cen t ra l  passage flanked by a room on e i the r  s ide.  When the house 
was enlarged i n  the ear ly  twentieth century, the cen t ra l  h a l l  plan was 
abandoned and an entrance h a l l  occupying the north-west t h i rd  of the  or ig ina l  
house was created.  The west roan addit ion with an arched doorway opens off 
t h i s .  The dining room occupies the south-west t h i rd  of the house; the e l l  
i s  entered from the dining room. The or ig ina l  ea s t  room was l e f t  unchanged. 

B. Stairway: A c i r cu l a r  f ree-f lying s t a i r  with simple brackets 
ascends i n  the  ha l l .  The s t a i r  was placed i n  i t s  present posit ion i n  the 
ear ly  twentieth century remodeling. 

C. Wall and ce i l i ng  f inish:  Plastered walls are e i t he r  painted 
o r  covered with wall paper. 

D. Coorways and doors: The doorways are  surrounded with f lu ted  

v, 

rn 
rn 

- 
z 
w 

4 

w 
= 
n 
-4 - 

trim, and have corner blocks and bullseyes, and f lu ted  corner blocks. The L ----- I 
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7.  
s o f i t s  a r e  paneled. The doors have e i g h t  panels .  On t h e  upper f l o o r ,  t h e  s i x -  
panel doors r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  g ra in ing ,  and a r e  surrounded by a r c h i t r a v e  
t r i m .  

E. Trim: The e a s t  room i s  t h e  most e l a b o r a t e  with l a r g e  s c a l e  
window treatment  from c e i l i n g  t o  f l o o r .  Paneling and reeding a r e  f ea tu red  
under each window. The window t r im  i s  o t h e r  wise s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on t h e  
doorways. 

F.  Heating: Modern c e n t r a l  hea t ing  has  been i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  house, 
bu t  t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  and mantels  remain i n  each room. The f i r s t  f l o o r  mantels  
a r e  replacements i n  t h e  Greek Revival s t y l e .  On t h e  second f l o o r ,  t h e  mantels  
a r e  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  Federal  s t y l e ,  wi th  wide molded she lves ,  f r i e z e s  w i t h  a 
p r o j e c t i n g  c e n t r a l  b lock ,  p l a i n  o r  f l u t e d  framing p i l a s t e r s ,  and a r c h i t r a v e  
t r i m  around t h e  opening. The mantels  on t h e  f in i shed  t h i r d  f l o o r  a r e  s i m i l a r  
t o  those  on t h e  second f l o o r ,  b u t  cons iderably  sma l l e r .  

I V .  S i t e :  
A. General S e t t i n g :  Montcalm i s  s e t  on a h i l l  j u s t  south  of  

Akingdon i n  l a r g e  shaded grounds. An o l d  winding lane  of maples approachs t h e  
house from t h e  n o r t h ,  and a more modern s t r a i g h t  evergreen l i n e d  l a n e  from t h e  
wes t .  Severa l  of Governor Campbell's c a r e f u l l y  nutured pine t r e e s  p lanted  
n e a r l y  150 yea r s  ago remain on t h e  grounds. The house faces  no r th .  

B. Outbuildings:  Southwest of  t h e  house s t ands  a wooden smokehous, 
w i th  a pyramidal r o o f .  This bu i ld ing  f e a t u r e s  t h e  same t r i m ,  symmetrical ly 
f l u t e d  w i t h  co rne r  b locks ,  seen  on t h e  house. The s l a v e  qua r t e r s  have a gable  
roo f ,  ex te r io r - end  chimney and three-course  American bond b r i c k  and s t ands  
south  o f  t h e  house. A small  ear ly- twent ie th-century ,  one-story house w i t h  e l l  
i s  e a s t  of  t h e  main house. The gable  roof  s t r u c t u r e  has s ix -cour se  h e r i c a n  
bond w a l l s ,  and t h e  e l l  i s  weatherboarded. A shed porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  n o r t h  
facade and i s  supported by Tuscan columns s i m i l a r  t o  those  on the  main house. 
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S T A T E V E N T  OF  S l C N l F I C I N C E  

Throughout i ts  h i s t o r y ,  Montcalm has  been one o f  t h e  most important 
houses i n  t h e  Abingdon v i c i n i t y .  Since i t s  cons t ruc t ion  i n  1827, it has 
been t h e  home of t h r e e  i n f l u e n t i a l  Abingdon and Washington County f a m i l i e s ,  
t h e  Campbells, t h e  Cumings,  and t h e  Mingeas. O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  house was a  
f i n e  example of the  t r a d i t i o n a l  r u r a l  house h ighly  embellished wi th  
ornament of t h e  Federa l  period. The renovations undertaken i n  t h e  e a r l y  
twent ie th  century  made Montcalm appear more of a  gentleman's e s t a t e ,  bu t  
d i d  no t  obscure t h e  g r a c e f u l  l i n e s  of t h e  house. 

The s i t e  of Montcalm was p a r t  of a  grant  from King George I1 t o  
Thomas Walker i n  1752. David Campbell acquired t h e  land i n  1809, so ld  it 
i n  1819, and subsequently reacquired it i n  1822, moving i n t o  h i s  new house 
i n  October,  1827. David Campbell was an outs tanding c i t i z e n  of Southwest 
Vi rg in ia ,  serv ing  h i s  s t a t e  as  a  colonel  of t h e  Third Vi rg in ia  Cavalry, 
Clerk of t h e  Court of Washington County, S t a t e  Senator ,  and Governor of 
Vi rg in ia  from 1837-40. Governor Campbell s t ands  ou t  f o r  h i s  e a r l y  re-  
cogn i t ion  of t h e  need f o r  and endorsement o f  a  widespread program of publ ic  
educat ion.  

Af te r  Campbell's dea th  i n  1859, h i s  h e i r s  s o l d  Montcalm t o  Colonel 
Arthur C. Cummings, al though t h e  deed was not recorded u n t i l  1883. C-ing.:, 
a  Mexican War ve te ran ,  commanded a regiment of t h e  s tonewal l  Brigade during 
the  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  and l a t e r  was a  member o f  t h e  Vi rg in ia  House 
of Delegates f o r  s e v e r a l  terms. 

Montcalm was s o l d  t o  Mrs. Frances T. Mingea a f t e r  Colonel CUmingS' 
dea th  i n  1904. She and h e r  husband, Wilton E.  Mingea, S r . ,  renovated the  
house and e s t a b l i s h e d  it a s  the  Mingea family e s t a t e .  Mingea was involved 
i n  t h e  lumber indus t ry  i n  Southwest Virg in ia ;  and he a l s o  developed the  
Virginia-Carol ina Rai l road ,  known l o c a l l y  a s  t h e  "Virg in ia  Creeper" which 
r a n  from Abingdon t o  West J e f f e r s o n ,  North Carol ina.  Today Montcalm is 
owned by t h e  h e i r s  of Mrs. W. E.  Mingea, Jr. 
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L A T I T U D E  

N E  36' 4 2 '  3 3 .  81° 58' 18 ' 
S E  36O 4 2 '  18. 58' 18 ' 
sw 360 4 2 -  1 8 -  iE 58, 3 4 . .  I. 

A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  N O M I N A T E D  PROPERTY:  18 acres 
l L l S T  A L L  5 T 4 T E 5  A N D  C O U N T I E S  F O R  P R O P E R T I E S  OVERLAPPING S T A T E  O R  COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

S T A T E :  

A s  the drsirnated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
I hereby certify that this  property is included in the 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  
National ~ e g g t e r .  

89-665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the Satlonal Register and certify that i t  has been 

evaluated accordinp, to the c-iteria and proce&res set  

forth by the Sationnl P a r k  Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State [Ig Local 

I 
N s ~ n e  

Junius R. Fishburne, Jr., Director 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 

Tit le  

Date, 

- 
Dirsclor, ~ l t i ~ ~  ~ ~ c h o o l o g y  and nistoric P,-servalion 

Orte 

ATTEST. 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date 
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