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historic SPRTNG GROVE ' - - - - . . - . - - - . - - . -. . . (DHL 96-23) 

and,or common N/ A 

street P, number R o u t e  202 
-- N I L  - r,ot for publication 

city, town M t .  ~ o l l y  
-- 

L vicinity of 
- 

state V i r g i n i a  code 51 county Wes tmoreland ccde 193 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district public L occupied - agricutture - museum 
_3C building(s) -.L private - unoccupied - commercial park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educaf ional 2 private residence 
- site Pubsic Acqwicifion A-ccessi Q%e - entertainment religious 
- object - in process X yes: restric!ed - government - scientific 

_- being considsred . yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
N/ A - RO - military - other: 

name r Ldrs.. J amesSLalLR1~1qn,J~~. ,- 

street & number B,, 47 

ci ty*  town M t  . Hol ly  a- vicinity of state V i r g i n i a  22524  

5. Location of begal! Desc~iption 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Westmoreland County COUX thouse 

street & number N/A 

city, town Montross V i r g i n i a  22520 

6. We~re~entation Existinn SUB%!~I$S (2) (See Continuation Sheet i l l )  

(1) 
IJTBSI - has this property been determined eligible? - yes X_ no 

- .  -- 

date 1958 X- federal -- state - county . .  local - 

depositary for survey records L i b r a r y  of Congress 
. - 

city, town Washington state DC 
-- 



7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated unaltered -K orlg~nal skte 

X - good - rums - altered -moved date -..AIA__-- _ -- 
- falr - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Spring Grove res idence  i s  a l a r g e ,  two-story b r i ck  farmhouse loca ted  on the  out- 
s k i r t s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Mount Holly, Westmoreland County. Erected i n  1834, t h e  house has  
a  symmetrical, five-bay facade.  She l t e r ing  t h e  en t rance  i s  a  g race fu l ,  dwarf I o n i c  po r t i co .  
A notable  f e a t u r e  i s  i t s  Federa l  and Greek Revival woodwork and plasterwork derived i n  a  
l a r g e  p a r t  from Asher Benjamin's American Bu i lde r ' s  Companion (1827) and P r a c t i c e  of 
Archi tec ture  (1833). The s t r u c t u r e  remains i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  unal te red  s t a t e ,  a t t e s t e d  by 
surviving p lans  and drawings made i n  t h e  1870s. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  main dwell ing,  a  k i tchen  
and smokehouse surv ive .  The house is approached by a  long oval  d r i v e  t h a t  d a t e s  t o  t h e  
completion of t h e  main e d i f i c e .  It  is s e t  amidst open farmlands which suggests  a  f e e l i n g  
of i ts  19th-century ambience. I ts  o r i g i n a l  oval  d r i v e  surv ives  and c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  main 
access  from Route 202. Severa l  unusual ly l a r g e  and o ld  t r e e s  surv ive  near  t h e  res idence .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Set  on a  b r i c k  foundat ion,  t h e  f r o n t  (southwest) e l e v a t i o n  i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish 
bond. The five-bay facade i s  accented by a  handsome pedimented dwarf p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r i n g  
t h e  en t rance .  The t e t r a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  i s  i n  an I o n i c  order  derived from p l a t e  14 of 
Asher Benjamin's American Bu i lde r ' s  Companion (1827). Ra i l ings  surv ive  on t h e  s i d e s  
of the po r t i co .  F i l l e d - i n  ho le s  on t h e  i n s i d e s  of t h e  pa i r ed  columns a r e  evidence 
t h a t  r a i l i n g s  once connected them. The plasterwork on t h e  wall  behind t h e  p o r t i c o  
has  been scored t o  i m i t a t e  s tone.  The ent rance ,  s e t  i n  a  paneled frame has  a  rec tangular  
f a n l i g h t  transom, paneled double doors,  and a  l a r g e  s tone  si l l .  The f e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  
of 616 hung-sash windows framed by an a r c h i t r a v e  made up of a bead molding and surmounted 
by jack arches ;  t h e  louvered s h u t t e r s  a r e  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house. 

The r e a r  (no r theas t )  e l eva t ion ,  l i k e  the  o t h e r  secondary wa l l s ,  i s  l a i d  i n  three-  
course American bond. A one-room b r i c k  add i t ion  perpendicular  t o  t h e  main s t r u c t u r e  
of f ive-course American bond was added t o  t h i s  e l eva t ion  soon a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  con- 
s t r u c t i o n .  A r e a r  door en t rance  i s  provided on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  To t h i s  b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  
tm wooden shed extens ions  were made i n  t h e  20th century.  The f e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  
of the  o r i g i n a l  616 hung-sash windows f lanked by s h u t t e r s .  The c e l l a r  en t rances  a r e  
loca ted  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  main s t r u c t u r e  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  b r i c k  add i t ion .  

The northwest e l e v a t i o n  i s  void of a r t i c u l a t i o n  except f o r  a  s i n g l e  616 hung-sash 
window i n  t h e  a t t i c .  The southeas t  e l eva t ion  i s  i d e n t i c a l  except f o r  t h e  add i t ion  of 
a  glassed-in porch t h a t  was added i n  1924. 

Spring Grove i s  a center-passage, double-pile-plan house; t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  i s  loca ted  
i n  a  passage on t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house and ascends perpendicular  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l .  

The i n t e r i o r  conta ins  d i s t ingu i shed  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements.  The cen te r  passage 
i s  divided from t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  by a  handsome a rch  t h a t  surrounds a  p a i r  of louvered 
doors and an e l abora t e  f a n l i g h t .  The dcuble-doors a r e  framed by p i l a s t e r s  t h a t  a r e  
made of a  symmetrical a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  terminated with c a p i t a l s  t h a t  a r e  embellished 

(See Continuation Sheet b l )  



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
-. 1500-1 599 

1600-1 699 
_- 1700-1799 x 180,1899 
-. 1 9 0 s  

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
. .  archeology-prehistoric _ community planning - landscape architectw-.. religion 
. archeology-historic . conservation . .  law _ -  science 
-_ agriculture . . economics - .. literature _- sculpture 
3. architecture . education military - social1 
. art _ engineering _-_ music humanitarian 
- commerce exploration~settlement philosophy .-theater 
- .  communications industry -. politics/government - transportation 

_ invention - other (specify) 
~- . -~ ~ 

Specific dates BuilderiArchitect 1 8 3 4  . . . - _  1Inknawn 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

An impressive l a t e  Federal  farmhouse, Spring Grove i s  an outstanding and well- 
preserved example of e a r l y  19th-century domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  on V i r g i n i a ' s  Northern 
Neck. Erected i n  1834 f o r  Robert Murphy, the  house i s  one of a small  group of formal 
b r i ck  res idences  b u i l t  on t h e  s t a t e ' s  nor thern  peninsula a f t e r  t h e  Revolution, and re-  
f l e c t s  i n  i t s  s i z e  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ref inements  t h e  p rospe r i ty  of t h i s  prominent Westmore- 
land County r e s i d e n t .  Its s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  evident  i n  t h e  woodwork and 
plasterwork,  d e t a i l s  of which r e f l e c t  an awareness of cu r ren t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r ends  occur- 
r i n g  i n  Boston during t h e  1820s and e a r l y  1830s. A s  progress ive  a s  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
elements a r e ,  t h e  r u r a l  remoteness of t h e  Northern Neck i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  conserva t ive  
Georgian-influenced e x t e r i o r  and i n  t h e  layout  of t h e  outbui ld ings  which fol lows a con- 
ven t iona l  18th-century precedent.  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

I n  May of 1818 Robert Murphy married E l i z a  Bland Newton, daughter of Willoughby 
Newton. This  union coincided with t h e  beginning of many land t r a n s a c t i o n s  c a r r i e d  out  
by Murphy and h i s  father-in-law. Both became involved with s u b s t a n t i a l  t r a c t s  of land 
throughout Westmoreland County. On May 15, 1819, Murphy bought one hundred a c r e s  of 
land on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Nomini Creek from Pe te r  and S a l l y  Smith. I n  November, 1820, 
he bought e i g h t  hundred a c r e s  i n  the  same a rea  known a s  Bushfield.  On November 11, 
1824, Willoughby Newton deeded 869 a c r e s  of land  a t  Cabin Poin t  t o  Murphy and h i s  wife .  
With such a l a r g e  assembled holding,  it i s  hard t o  p inpoin t  t h e  a c t u a l  t r a c t  on which 
Murphy b u i l t  h i s  house. The t a x  records  of 1835 show t h a t  improvements of $1,800 were 
made by Murphy t o  a 550-acre t r a c t  bordered by property owned by G. Glascock some 7.8 
miles  from t h e  courthouse. This  l o c a t i o n  coinc ides  with t h a t  of Spring Grove, and the  
improvements of 1835 confirm t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  cons t ruc t ion  da te  of 1834. The Westmoreland 
County records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Murphy was a prosperous and i n f l u e n t i a l  i nd iv idua l .  He 
owned and operated a m i l l  on Nomini Creek, was appointed i n  1832 t o  be the  t r e a s u r e r  
f o r  a pub l i c  school i n  Cople Pa r i sh ,  and i n  1836 was appointed by t h e  governor t o  be 
the  s h e r i f f  of Westmoreland County. The w i l l  of Robert Murphy dated March 26, 1847 
i s  t h e  f i r s t  documented reference  t o  t h e  des ignat ion  of h i s  home a s  "Spring Grove." 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  s e r i e s  of drawings by William Rodgers, a l a t e r  owner, adds t o  the  
s ign i f i cance  of Spring Grove. Rodgers, t h e  grandson of Robert Murphy, i nhe r i t ed  the  
house from h i s  mother, E l i z a  Murphy Rodgers. Following her  death i n  1872, William Rodgers 
moved t o  Spring Grove; i t  was during t h i s  time t h a t  he made extens ive  drawings of t h e  
i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  of t h e  house and its surroundings. This  r a r e  in s t ance  of p i c t o r i a l  
documentation from t h e  1870s provides a s p e c i a l  i n s i g h t  t o  a h i s t o r i c  property.  

(See Continuat ion Sheet 8 2 )  
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Organization University of Virginia date 1982 
- ~ ~ - - - . 

street 8 number 3946 - - - - . 
telephone (804) 293-2267 

city or town Charlottesville state Virginia 22903 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance o i  this property within the state is: 

- - national lie state -- local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Off National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusio ional Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fort 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
H. Bryan Mitchell, Director 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks DivasBon Survey ( F i l e  No. 96-23) 
1983 S t a t e  
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis  

with carved r o s e t t e s .  The arch  sp r ings  from t h e  c a p i t a l s  and i s  accented by a s y m e t r i -  
c a l l y  molded keystone. The a r c h i t r a v e  molding of t h e  a rch  i s  ornamented by rope moldings 
and carved r o s e t t e s ;  t h e  r o s e t t e s  a r e  a l t e r n a t e d  with f l u t i n g .  The ho r i zon ta l  support 
of t h e  f a n l i g h t  is b e a u t i f u l l y  carved with a l a t t i c e  design.  The f a n l i g h t  r a d i a t e s  
from a h a l f  c i r c l e  t h a t  has  been carved with a f l o r a l  mot i f ;  each of t h e  e i g h t  l i g h t s  
is ornamented wi th  a curved p iece  of t r a c e r y  t h a t  h a s  been appl ied  over t h e  g l a s s  i n  
t h e  l a t e  19th century.  The inner  door frame i s  paneled and decorated with rope molding. 
The arched doorway and moldings were taken from p l a t e  32 of Benjamin's American Bu i lde r ' s  
Companion. The doorways i n  t h e  h a l l  and throughout t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  have symmetrical 
a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  with corner  blocks t h a t  have been carved with r o s e t t e s .  The h a l l  c e i l i n g  
f e a t u r e s  an o r i g i n a l  s tucco  c e i l i n g  medallion composed of acanthus leaves  and simple 
moldings; t h e  o r i g i n a l  lamp remains i n  p lace .  To t h e  northwest of t h e  cen te r  passage 
i s  t h e  p a r l o r .  The f o c a l  po in t  of t h i s  room i s  t h e  mantel.  It c o n s i s t s  of pa i r ed  columns 
s e t  on a p l i n t h  composed of a base,  an e l abora t e ly  executed e n t a b l a t u r e ,  and mantel 
s h e l f .  The composition mi r ro r s  p l a t e s  27 and 37 from Benjamin's American Bu i lde r ' s  
Companion. Located on t h e  southeas t  s i d e  of t h e  cen te r  passage i s  t h e  d in ing  room. 
Its mantel i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  except t h a t  i t s  marble f ac ings  and hea r th  
have been l o s t .  The windows i n  t h e  p a r l o r  and d in ing  room have symmetrical a r c h i t r a v e  
t r i m  wi th  carved corner  blocks and paneled jambs a l l  fol lowing p l a t e  43  of Asher Ben- 
jamin 's  P r a c t i c e  of Archi tec ture .  

Behind t h e  louvered doors  of t h e  en t rance  h a l l  i s  loca ted  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  t h a t  runs 
from nor th  t o  south.  The s t a i r  is loca ted  t o  the l e f t  i n  t h i s  passage, and has  simple 
sawn-scrolled b racke t s ,  a round h a n d r a i l ,  and r ec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s ,  two t o  a t r e a d .  
A t  t h e  no r th  end of t h e  passage i s  t h e  pant ry  r e t a i n i n g  i t s  o r i g i n a l  b u i l t - i n  she lves  
and cupboard. To t h e  south of t h e  passage i s  an arched doorway t h a t  l e a d s  t o  the  r e a r  
h a l l  which is terminated by a small  room known a s  t h e  " b u t l e r ' s  pantry." The door t o  
the  b r i ck  add i t ion  is loca ted  a t  the  f o o t  of the  s t a i r c a s e .  The add i t ion ,  known a s  
t h e  k i tchen ,  i s  very simple; t h e  windows a r e  framed by symmetrical a r c h i t r a v e  molding 
and corner  blocks s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  house. The second-floor rooms 
a r e  l e s s  e l abora t e  than those  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and have small  c l o s e t s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  
s i d e  of t h e  chimneys. I n  t h e  second-floor passage is an enclosed s t a i r  which ascends 
t o  the a t t i c .  The a t t i c  con ta ins  th ree  f i n i s h e d  rooms. Throughout t h e  house t h e r e  
i s  evidence t h a t  t h e  doors  and woodwork were e l a b o r a t e l y  grained i n  two c o l o r s ;  gra in ing  
surv ives  on t h e  backs of doors i n  t h e  a t t i c  and on t h e  second f l o o r .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet i/2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis  

Two of Spring Grove's o r i g i n a l  outbui ld ings  surv ive .  The k i t chen  is a  one-story 
b r i c k  bu i ld ing  of American bond wi th  a  gable  roo f ;  saw too th  brickwork forms a  corn ice  
on t h i s  bui ld ing .  The k i t chen  has  been a l t e r e d  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  but  drawings 
from t h e  19th century  i n d i c a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  scheme. A frame smokehouse with a  pyramidal 
roof and i t s  o r i g i n a l  door and hardware has  been moved twenty f e e t  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  
s i t e .  

Photographs and a  drawing show t h a t  a  frame o f f i c e  and a  d a i r y  completed a  symmetrical 
layout  of outbui ld ings  around t h e  main house. A b r i c k  wall  t h a t  has  been r epa i r ed  
by the  present  owners was used t o  jo in  t h e  outbui ld ings  t o  t h e  house. 

8 .  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

A l a t e r  owner, John Rodgers Williams, nephew of William Rodgers, served a s  a  l i b r a r i a n  
and admin i s t r a to r  a t  Pr ince ton  Universi ty.  While a t  Pr ince ton  he  was e d i t o r  f o r  the  
Pr ince ton  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  and a t  t h i s  time e d i t e d  t h e  journa l  of P h i l i p  Vickers  F i t h i a n ,  
t u t o r  t o  t h e  Car t e r  family a t N o m i n i  Hal l ,  which was published i n  1900. 

Spring Grove i s  p resen t ly  owned by M r .  and Mrs. James Da l l  Brown, Jr. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Westmoreland County.Deed and W i l l  Books 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 32, 39. 
. Land Tax Books 1833-1840. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  & J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

2500' NW of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  r o u t s  and VA 626; thence approximately 1000' !dNW along 
N s i d e  of VA 202 t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been 
drawn t o  include twenty-seven a c r e s  which i s  a  small  po r t ion  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  240.78 a c r e s  
t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Brown family Spring Grave t r a c t .  The twenty-seven a c r e s  
inc ludes  t h e  main house, a l l  ou tbui ld ings ,  t h e  f r o n t  d r i v e ,  a  f i e l d ,  and a  po r t ion  of 
the  open woodlands t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  residence.  Thus, t h e  acreage preserves  t h e  19th- 
century s e t t i n g .  

11. FORM PREPARED BY 

(2) Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Division S t a f f  1983 
221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 






