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a .  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Stratford Hall, probably best-known a s  
the birthplace of General Robert E. Lee, i s  of major importance both 
h i s to r i ca l ly  and archi tectural ly .  The l i s t  of noted men who were 
born o r  l ived  a t  S t ra t ford  H a l l  reads l i ke  a miniature "Who's Who"; 
four members of the Governor's council, 12 burgesses, four  members of 
the Virginia Convention of 1776, two Sigpers of the Declaration of 
Independence, several  Governors of Virginia, members of the Continental 
Congress, diplomats, and mil i tary leaders. O f  those born a t  S t ra t ford  
Hal l  besides the Confederate general, the l is t  includes the Signers, 
Richard Henry and Francis Lightfoot Lee, and three other Revolutionary 
leaders, William, Arthur, and Thomas Ludwell Lee. 

Architecturally,  the mansion i s  a notable example of ear ly  
Georgian architecture,  yet  with many features which make it unique. 
Its H-plan gives it a kinship with the Capitol building a t  Williamsburg 
and Tuckahoe i n  Goochland County, Virginia. It is  a huge bulk with 
raised basement, unaccompanied by the usual p i l a s t e r s  and other 
academic forms. One of i t s  chief d i s t i nwish ine  charac te r i s t ics  is  
the presence of twin s e t s  of four chimney stacks on the wings, connected 
by arches and enclosing balustraded roof-decks. The monumental great  
h a l l  i s  outstanding of i t s  period, with a "complete academic formality" 
seldom found i n  ea r ly  Georgian architecture.  Four or ig ina l  service 
dependencies f lank  the mansion. The acreage owned by the  Foundation 
i s  only a portion of the or ig ina l  16,000-acre es ta te ,  on which Col. 
Thomas Lee b u i l t  the house i n  the period, 1725-30. 

The St ra t ford  Hall  e s t a t e ,  maintained a s  a h i s to r i c  house museum 
and operating eighteenth century plantation, i s  i n  excel lent  condition. 
The formal gardens have been restored, a s  well a s  walks, walls, 
shrubbery and minor dependencies. 

b. B0UM)ARIES: Beginning on Route 214, a t  a point about 2,000 f e e t  
west of the main entrance road lending i n t o  Stratford IIall; thence 
proceed e a s t  along Route 214 f o r  approximately 2.5 miles t o  a point 
approximately 500 f e e t  west of Bryant Town; thence i n  n northeasterly 
direct ion p a r a l l e l  t o  and about 1,000 f e e t  ens t  of a dLrL roud, t o  
the Potonlac River waterfront; thcncc west alone the Potomac liiver 
waterfront f o r  approximtely 2.5 milen t o  the eastern boundnry of 
Westmoreland S ta t e  Park; thence south along the eastcrn boundary of 
Westmoreland Sta te  Park fo r  approximtely 6,400 fee t ;  thence west 
along the southern boundary of Westmoreland S ta t e  Park f o r  
approximately 1,800 f ee t ;  thence south f o r  approximately 1,100 
f e e t  t o  point of beginning. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Ancestral home of the prominent Lee family of Virginia; birthplace 

of many noted men, including two S i g e r s  of the Declaration of 

Independence and Robert E. Lee; and an unusual example of ear ly  

Georgian archi tecture .  
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