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[7. DEscrRIPTION

. {Check -On.a)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AMD ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The core of the John Fox, Jr. House was constructed in 1890 as a
cottage residence for the Fox brothers, who were supervising their mining
investments in Big Stone Gap. During the next twenty years the small

four-room cottage grew into the present rambling twenty-room two-story
house "as more membérs of the Fox family decided to make it their home.

- The house's foundations are stone, and its frame construction is
. covered with dark brown wood shingles, A long one-story shed porch
shelters part of the north side and east end, and a smaller screened shed
porch covers one gabled section af the west end. Brick chimneys, both
interior and exterior, are randomly placed. Windows and door frames are
plain. The windows have two-over-two sash. The series of gable roofs
follow an irregular line,

The present floor plan grew around the original two-room single-
pile core and is very irregular. A single-run stair ascends in the
principal hall, although it 1s said that the upper floor of the original
cottage was reached only by a ladder. Walls and ceiling are plaster  and
are decorated with either paint or wall paper. Fireplaces with simple
mantels remain in all the rooms, even though the house now has central
heating.

Located in the residential section of Big Stone Gap, the Fox
House faces north and is set in a spacious shady yard enclosed by a
chicken wire fence,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The well-known Virginia author John Fox, Jr., lived in the
rambling shingle-style house in Big Stone Gap from 1890 until his death in

surrounding mountain regions of Kentucky and Southwest Virginia provided
inspiration for his most popular works. Fox was the author of two best-~
selling novels, The Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come, a Civil War tale, and
The Trail of the Lonesome Pine, an account of the 1890's mining boom and
bust, spun into the love story of a young mountain girl and a cultured
Kentucky geologist. TFox also wrote several other popular novels and a
number of sketches picturing the mountaineer and his way of life. Today
John Fox is generally recognized as being adept at capturing the character
of the mountains and their people, and sympathetically portraying their
struggle to cope with the coming of the mining boom era and a more modern
1ife style. Fox also explored the theme of the clash between the alienated
sections of Kentucky -~ the genteel Bluegrass and the isolated mountains.

About 1890 two of John Fox's elder brothers invested in mining
options around Big Stone Gap, and began construction of the Fox House.
That year John Fox joined his brothers, and soon the rest of his family
were living in the Gap. The house was enlarged to accomodate the John Foxe
Sr., and their younger children. About 1908 the house was enlarged once
more, when Fox brought his wife, Viennese prima donna, Fritzi Scheff, to
Big Stone Gap. :

The house remained in the Fox family until the death in 1971 of
John Fox's last remaing sister, Elizabeth, wife of Dr. Cabell Moore. The
Foxes, originally from the Bluegrass section of Kentucky, made their home
in Big Stome Gap the center of art, culture, and lively entertaimment.
The house is now owned by the Lonesome Pine Arts and Crafts Association
and is open to the public as a museum.

-
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1919, Most of Fox's productive years were spert in the house and indeed the
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Richmond ' Virginia B 51

TNATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION & i

- STATE LIAISON QFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hc'reby nominate this property for inclusion

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Repister.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recomme nded

i F H Director, Olfice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
teve] of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State  [X] - Local [T}
Daté l

Name . ATTEST:
Junius R, Fishburne, Jr., Director )
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Title

N DV 2 0 \973 Keeper of The National Register

" Date . Date
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