S

0 N

|

c

U

Form 10-30¢
[Rev. 6-72)

UNITE3 STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
‘ INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
VLR- - /mf 73 NRHP ¢/2¢/72

i vpe all enteios comp:’cm nppffcabfc sections)

| A

STATE"

Virginia

COUNTY:
|

'Wise

FOR NPS USE ONLY

IENTRY_DATE

AR G
‘ S

June Tolliver House

| ANDAOR HISTORLC:
|
|

{2 Lcu..r;w

| FTRELET ANDO NUMBDER;
i
CITY orR TOWN: XCONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Big Stone Gap Nnth; WIliamc. Wampler
BTATE l canE |SOUNTY: CODE
Virginia | 51 Wise 195
|3 CLASSIFICATION
| CATEGORY | ACCEssIBLE
STATU
(Chock Ona) OWNERSHIP 8 TO THE PUBLIC
|"__§ Distriet Y Building !.:| Public Public Acquisition: Z occupied Yes:
T Site D Structure I”‘X Private ) tn Precess D Unoccupied B Restricted
_ - — — : ; d — [} Unrestricted
[] Objeet i._I Bath [ Being Considere L Pf‘?servmion work E No I
in progress
!
FRESENT UDE (Chock Gno Or More 4s Appropriate)
V] Agricultural [ Governmeant ] Park =] Transportation DCommcnis
[T].Commercial [T Industrial D Private Residence [ Other (Specify}
7] Educational 1 Military ] Religious
{ [ Entertainment = Museum [0 Seientifie
|
I4. OWNER OF PROPERTY & |
JUWNE::R'S BOAME: L
: . ) . < >
i  Lonesome Pine Arts & Crafts Association =
I'STRI—_'ET AND NUMBER: Hoom
oG
| 5
| =
J'Ct‘rv OR TOWN: |STATE' rooDE ;
. ! Big Stone Gap | Virginia 51
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION - L .
!couraTHDUs‘—. RCGISTRY OF DEERS, ETC: "
— [¥]
| Wise County Court House moc
| R]—_ET AND MUMBER: % ;'
| | m
ICITY Oh TOWN. STATE [ cope
o | |
Virginia | 51 1§ —‘*'—|I l_
. EXISTING SURVEYS . | ' ' - I
;‘IJTLEOFSURVEY el . i ;
Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory BRE 2o
|[pavE oF SURVEY: 1969 Federal [] 5tare [ County ] Local > | \’3!
[DEPOSITORY FOK SURVEY RECORDS: Ei?:s
] Tivo}
| a | ey
Library of Congress i
l HREET AMNG'NUMBER: i
| 2
[c1TY or TOWN: [STATE: [ cope ' I:
i b
| Washington, [ D, C, [ {>]
| | =F
L] mo




DESCRIPTION N I e o A P

[ BERPTIOR

{Chock One)
] Excellent {H} Good ] Fair [0 Deteriorated ] Ruins {7l Unexposed
CONDITION
(Chock One) {Chock Ono)
K] Altered I Unaltored [[] Moved = Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE .

The June Tolliver House near the Powell River in Big Stome Gap is a
typical example of the simple but substantial house built in Southwest

Virginia during the late nineteenth century boom period. The well-maintained

Queen Amne style dwelling is in a good state of preservation.

The two-and-a-half story structure has a three-bay facade with pro-
jecting end bays. The brick foundation and walls are laid in American bond.
The complex roof features pedimented shingled gables over the two projecting
bays and similar gables on each side of the house. Double doors each with
a large glass pane open in the center bay of the facade. The projecting
bays are wooden, have pent rocofs at the height of the first story and have
wooden double-hung windows with one-over-one sash. 8Single windows with one-
over-one Sash open on the sides, and smaller windows ormament the gables,

The interior presents a center hall, double pile plan. An open-string
stair ascends to the second flcor in the hallway. The walls and ceilings
are plastered and painted. The doors and windows have molded trim, and the
baseboards also exhibit moldings. Modern central heating has taken over the
function of the fireplaces, but several of the simple mantles remain. The
most elaborate mantel, in the parlor, has a shelf of local ceal, and the
remaining parts of the mantel are painted to simulate the coal shelf. The
parlor and one bedroom are restored as those described in the book, The
Trail of the Lonesome Pine.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1890, the June Tolliver House is typical of the Queen Anne
style houses which sprang up in the small towns of Southwestern Virginia
during the boom period of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
The house gains its local stature in being recognized as the house. in
which June Morris, the prototype of June Tolliver, heroine of John Fox,
Jr.'s The Trail of the Lonesome Pine, boarded when she came to school in
Big Stone Gap. June Morris has become nearly indistinguishable from June
Tolliver in local parlance, and this house is regarded as the premier
landmark of the town. The house is furnished with artifacts and furniture
of the 1890's and is open to the public, '

The Trail of the Loncsome Pine describes the remarkable boom which
followed the discovery of coal ore in the mountains surrounding Big Stone
Gap, and the subscquent bust when the ambitious plans for development
failced to materialize. The storyline follows the romance of Jack Hale,
an educated Eastern engineer scarching for coal, and June, an intelligent
but unlettered mountain girl, and the effect on their lives of her
cducation and his remaining to work in Big Stone Gap. Although The Trail
of the Lonesome Pine is regarded today as a somewhat sentimental love
story, the book succeads in realistically and colorfully describing the
region, the times and the mountain people. Many of the characters and
events are pased en true happenings.

The Trail of the Lonesome Pine was first serialized in Scribner's in
1908, and was first published in book form in October, 1908. The book
was an immediate success, becoming one of the first best sellers of the
century, and one of the two best selling novels penned by Fox. Today the
novel is re-enacted in the form of an out-door musical drama performed
seasonally in a playhouse next to the June Tolliver House.
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139. MAIOR BIGLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

John Fox, Jr., The Trail of the Lonesome Pine.

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission files.
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(11, FORM PREPARED BY ..

PNAME AND TiTLLE:

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff

ORGANIZATION DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission June, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:
Room 1116 Ninth Street State Office Building
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Richmond Virginia

ATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION:

120 STATE LIAISON GFFICER CERTIFICA

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
1 tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-0665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Naticnal Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register,

"evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - -
: Director, Office of Archeology and Hietoric Preservation

jevel of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State & Local [
Date
Name ATTEST
Junius R, Fishburne, Jr., Director '
'Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
Title
‘ Keeper of The National Register
Datc
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