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O E S C I I I O E  T H E  P R E S E N T  

Thc June T o l l i v e r  Housc nea r  t h c  l'owell River i n  Big Stone Gap i s  a 
t y p i c a l  example of  
V i r g i n i a  dur ing  t h e  l a t e  
Queen .4nne s t y l c  dwel l ing  

The two-and-a-half s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  has a three-bay facade  w i t h  pro-
/ j e c t i n ~end bays. The 
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i The complex roof f e a t u r e s  pedimented sh ing led  gables  over  t h e  two p r o j e c t i n  
I 'oays and s i m i l a r  gables  on each s i d e  of t h e  house. Double doors each with 

/ a l a r g c  g l a s s  pane open i n  t h e  c e n t e r  bay of  t h c  facade.  The p ro jec t ing  
! bays a r c  wooden, have pent  roo f s  a t  t h e  he ight  of t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  and have 

woodcn double-hung windows wi th  one-over-one sash .  S i n g l e  windows wi th  one-
ovcr-one s a s h  open on t h e  s i d e s ,  and sma l l e r  windows ornament t h e  gables .  

Thc i n t e r i o r  p re sen t s  a c e n t e r  h a l l ,  double p i l e  plan.  An open-str ing 
s t a i r  ascends t o  t h e  second f l o o r  i n  the  hallway. The w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  
a r e  p l a s t e r e d  and pa in ted .  The doors and windows have molded t r i m ,  and the 
baseboards a l s o  e x h i b i t  moldings. Modern c e n t r a l  hea t ing  has taken  over the  
func t ion  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e s ,  but  s e v e r a l  of t h e  s imple mantles  remain. The 

1 most e l a b o r a t e  mante l ,  i n  t h e  p a r l o r ,  has a s h e l f  of  l o c a l  c o a l ,  and the  
1 r caa in ing  p a r t s  of  t h e  mantel  a r e  pa in ted  t o  s imula t e  t h e  c o a l  s h e l f .  The 

p a r l o r  and one bedroom a r e  r e s t o r e d  a s  those  descr ibed  i n  t h e  book, 
T r a i l  of t h e  Lonesome Pine.-
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The T r a i l  of  t h e  Lonesome Pint was f i r s t  s e r i a l i z e d  i n  S c r i b n e r ' s  i n----
1908, and was f i r s t  published i n  book form in  October ,  1908. The book 
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B u i l t  i n  1890, t h e  June T o l l i v e r  House is  t y p i c a l  of  ' t h e  Queen Anne 
s t y l e  houses which sprang up i n  t h e  smal l  towns of  Southwestern V i r g i n i a  
during t h e  boom per iod  of  t h e  l a t e  n ine teen th  and e a r l y  twen t i e th  c e n t u r i e s .  
The house g a i n s  i t s  l o c a l  s t a t u r e  i n  being recognized a s  t h e  house i n  
which June Morr i s ,  t h e  pro to type  of June T o l l i v e r ,  hero ine  of John Fox, 
Jr. 's  The T r a i l  o f  t h e  Lonesome Pine boarded when she  came t o  school  i n---- -> 
Big Stone Gap. June Morris has become n e a r l y  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from June 
T o l l i v e r  i n  l o c a l  par lance ,  and t h i s  house is  regarded a s  t h e  premier 
landmark of  t h e  town. The house i s  furn ished  w i t h  a r t i f a c t s  and f u r n i t u r e  
of  t h e  1890 ' s  and i s  open t o  t h e  pub l i c .  

The T r a i l  of t h e  Lonesome rine desc r ibes  t h e  remarlcable boom which 
--A-

followed the  d iscovery  of  c o a l  o r e  i n  t h e  mountains' surrounding Big Stone 
G a p ,  and tllc subsccjucnt bus t  when the  ambitious p lans  f o r  development 
f a i l c d  t o  ind tc r i a l i zc .  The s t o r y l i n c  fol lows t h e  romance of  Jack Ilole, 
:in educated Eas t e rn  enginccr  starching f o r  c o a l ,  and June, an i n t e l l i g e n t  
but  u n l c t t c r c d  mountain g i r l ,  and the  e f f e c t  on t h e i r  l i v e s  of  h e r  
educat ion and h i s  remaining t o  work i n  Big Stone Gap. Although The T r a i l--
of t h e  Loneso~ne= i s  regarded today a s  a somewhat sent imenta l  l ove--
s t o r y ,  the  book succe.?ds i n  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  and c o l o r f u l l y  desc r ib ing  t h e  
region,  t h e  times and t h e  mountain people. Many of t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  and 

was an inmediate success ,  becoming one of t h e  f i r s t  b e s t  s e l l e r s  of  t h e  
century ,  and one of t h e  two b e s t  s e l l i n g  novels  penned by Fox. Today t h e  
novel i s  re-enacted i n  t h e  form of  an out-door musical  drama performed 
seasona l ly  i n  a playhouse nex t  t o  t h e  June T o l l i v e r  House. 

I 
events a r e  based on t r u e  happenings. 1 
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