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LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: wrib Brf  ek 

Colonla1 Revival 

SUMMARY QESCFIIPTION 

Tha main bulldlng d the Colonial Hotel, built In 1910, is situated cm the northwest corner of the Inters&m of Main 
and Spring streets. The hotel complex wcupiesalmtlst theentire south sideof Main Street MtwmSpring Street 
and Birchfield Road. The hotel is a 2 1 /2-story, whlte-painted brick, roughly U-shaped buildlng with a hippd roof. A 
mid-twentiethcentury hyphen connects the hotel to a westory, brick comrnerciaE bwiiding built In the second 
quarter of the twentieth century. The principal entry is Imted In an angled pavilion facing the intersection of Spring 
and Main Streets. Two detached mid-twentieth-century motel buildings. located to the rear of the hotel, are not 
included h the bundaries. 

ARCHITECNRAL DESCRIPTION 

The Cdonial Hotel is lowted at the intersection of Spring and Mah streets adjacent to the Wlse County Courthouse 
in the town of Wise. The brick building was originally U-shaped, with wings to the south. The wing d q  the West 
side of Spring Street Is longer than the opposite wing. The building's angld entrance is located at the inter~ection of 
Spring and Main streets a M  is sheltered by a pedirnented cdossal Ionic portlco with pair& round cdurnns flanked 
by paneled squara cdumns. There is an ornamental ra~llng around a porch an the second floor. The ponico is 
locat& diagonally to the rest of the building and 1s flanked by o m o r y  lonicdurnned wrches which continue 
along rhe Main and Spring street fronts. The longer Maln St& porch was endosed In recent decades to provlde 
space for a coffesshop. An enclosed onestory porch Is located at the mr of the west wing. 

The brick walls are laid In running bond. The original red brick building was painted white, probably in the 1950s. 
The walls are topped by a modiflion cornice. The six-bay Main and Spring street fronts comain o w a e  sash. 
windows with transwns abwe the flrst-Rm w i n d m  a d  rock-fad stone Ilntelrr above all wlndowa The asphalt 
shingle hipped roof L pieroed by tm, hiproofed dwmers on the nwth and west fronts, both cwrtajning paired one- 
overane s a w  Them Is a single dormer on the rear of each wing, and a large chimney on the rear d tho west 
wing, while two Smaller flues risa on the mr  slopes of the main stnxture, A shed-roofed dormer was added to the 
pMtlce roof In the 1950s A! the same time a chimney was h r t e d  n&y and the former midradar window in the 
pediment was replaced by a hrger window. 

The entrance -ins large oak dwbla doors flanked by wlde skldights and surmarntd by a transom, The 
windows in ?ha first two bays on the Spring Street front prwide IlgM to the lobby inside, and am flld with fbced 
sheets of plate glass with t r a m a m  a m .  Thf appsars to be an wiginal featurn. There are d m  onto the 
end- pmh on the Mah Street front in the first and fifth k y s  fmn the main entry. There Is an added ffm escape 
In the space the two rsar wings. 



Applrcabte National Register Criteria 

Criteria Cdns~demtions (Exceptions) 

Areas of Sign~ficance (enter eategones from rnmetrons) Per id  of Signrficance Significant Dates 
19113-1940 1910 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Penan ArchitectlBuilder 
H /A P h i p p s ,  D. J. 

Stata srgnlficanrlce of pmprly, and justrfy eritma, cnteria conssderairons, and areas and periods at s l g n i f i - ~  mted abm3. 

STATEMENT QF SIGMIFtCANCE 

The Cdonid M o t 4  is significant under Criteria A and C as an archjtwudfy wphishted  hostdry which. twether 
with the Wise County hrthouse, is the cmmunit)/s principal landmark. T k  building is significant In the ~ t e g 0 ~  
of commerce under Cnt- A as an example nos only of the aspirations for local m m i c  growth held by a group 
of allied businessmen, ht of the ~ t j o n a l  writ of civic promotion and competition typical of early twentleth-centuty 
small towns. The building is located on a site used for hutel purposes since the post-Chr;J War era, functioning In 
response to the periodic demnd for busing in connection with the meetings of tha Wise County b r t .  The hotel is 
significant u d e f  Criterion C as tfre most significant archhectural awpredort d W~~ise's commercial g d s  and 
community stardads for commercd architecture, and as the coumy's best examplle of the Cdonial R e v M  Style. 

HISTORIC COMEXT 

WSB County was formed In 1956 from portions of Russell, S c a t  and Lee mntSes and named for Wqinh governor 
Henry A Wise. One d the principal settlements in the new county was at Big Glades. The lards of Daniel Ramey at 
Big Glades were selected as the site d the new county sm. Ramey had purchased the brd in 1853, when an arlier 
lard grant h the r e g h  was sdd by the state in a comUoners sate. The setdement was renamed Gladdie, and a 
site for the cwrthou~ was dmm near R a w s  house. While most of the county was rough and sparsely 
cultivated, the Gladevilk, area was relatively densely settled. However, GEadsvjlle was situated on a p l a t ~ u  at the top 
of Guest's Mountain at an elevation a f  2 . m  feet, making it diMcult 20 reach from neighboring regions. 

The first hotel that .opened at the mnty  s a t  was lowted on the west d oi the present courthow qusre, directly 
opposite the letter Cdmlal Hotel she on the same side of Main S tma  Known as the Virglnh Hotel, thh bu&ding was 
later demdished as the was v n d e d .  As &y as 1870, the Dotson Hdd was opened h the fMrnBr A 
J. D@sm H-, which had bean built before 1858.' 

In the early f 890% Gtadwdle'a haccesdbility and hck d modem hotd facilhh were wed as arguments fw ih 
d ~ d h ~ w d y s s a t t o a t h e r ~ d y - f m t ~  wlseCowrtytlad~ergonesvastchangeIn1890whefi 
tailroads w m  comfleted hto the county a d  mai and t r m b  reswrm began to b w d e d .  New t M  were laid 
wt and devel- dong the miroad IIW In 1893 the town's name was cfranged to Wlse. Gladdle did not 



Johnson, Charles A Wfse Cauntv. Wrehk (Reprlnt d 1939 € d m ) .  Johmm CmJ, Tgnnessee: The Ovemntaln 
Press, 1988. 

Mnls Club d Wlse, Inc. A PtctoM Joumer Into Our Pa$, no date, no WM. 

WAlhms, Sandra. Research and typescrip d hktstory d the CdmU HdJ, f 989, We, Vfrgfnla 

Wse County Charter Bodt 4, p. 255. Wtse County m7 M r ~ b d  
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10. WnphW Oatr 

AersstJs~propwPl less than one acre 

v o w  Boundary DesEnption 

Beginning at the southwest corner d the intemectim d Main and Spring Streets at point k proceeding with the west 
sJde of Sprlng Street s w t h  103 fee# to p i n t  8 on the west slde d Spring Street, thence west with the south wall d 
the hotd buildlng 131 feet to pofnt C, theme m h  103 feet with tt& we& wall ol; the hotel buildlng to pint Q on the 
south side of Main Street, thence east 731 fed with the south side of Main Street to the point of orfgin. 

~ ~ # x r t k r u a t k n s h s + t  

The boundaries were chosen to encompass the hist& part of tha hotel corn@% induding only the signlflcant 
hifdfng and 3ts attached W h s  and histork Iar~Iscaped amas. and m induding the mid-twentietMur)r hotel 
structure and parking lots to the south. 

11. Form Pnpusd By 
famlwwa 
'w &tm 20 1990 
am* a YB~IOW Sulphur SDW- (7b3) 552-4730 
warm Chrfsaansbttm, V i r g i n i a  rip- 24073 
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The formerly detached, twestov, brick, commercial building on the surrthwest corner of Bitchfield Raad  and Main 
Street is connected to the hotd by a narrow, frame, w ~ s t o r y  hyphen occupying the space formerly filled by an alley. 
The building, which houses a modern kitchen on the first floor and firedamaged apartments on the seuxd flmr, has 
a sloping shed roof, a replaced first-Rmr storefront, and Wdv~ver -Wdve sash w~ndows on the second flodr. Five 
small high-placed casements are located along the west facade, 

The main entrance to the hot4 in the southeast corner gives access to a large lobby (about 30' x 34') which bccuples 
the angle of the Spring and Maln street fronts, The room is plastered throughout except along the south wail, which 
was added in the 1950s and is covered with palnted knotty pine boards. The morn is dlstinguishd by unpainted oak 
trim, including h s e h r d s ,  chair railing, and plain dmr and widow trim. There are two eccentrlcaly-@aced. oak- 
sheathed, octagonal cdurnns in the lobby and a closed-stringer oak stair with paneled stringer and square newel in 
the southwest comer. An early paneled oak hotel desk stands nearby, probably relocated from elsewhere in the 
roam in the 1950s. Acoustical tiles were g lud  to the ceiling in the 1 950s. 

The Main Dining Room is lowted &hind the remaining four bays of the Main Street facade. The rectangular room is 
plastered throughout and has an added acoustical tile ceillng. The white-painted waodwork is similar to that In the 
lobby, and the two rooms are connected by glass panel oak d m .  The first flocw of the west wing is occupied by a 
dining room known as the Gray Roam aM by a narrow passage and staircase next to the wurt between the two 
wings, Another passage runs under the main stair in the lobby and behind the added wall on the sotRh side af the 
lobby. A small toilet room is located off each of the passages. f he first passage and the Gray Room both are 
connected by doors to the endosed porch, now known as the T.V. Room. The large chimney in the Gray Room is 
equipped with a Federal-style mantel relmtd from another building. The Gray Room appears to have been the 
Imfion of the original kitchen. The present kitchen, in the brick annex, is connected to buzh the Maln Olning Room 
and the Gray Room by a service pantry in the added hyphen, which also contains an added dining room known as 
the Pine Room. The Pine Rmm, entirely panel& with knotty pine, is accessible from the Main Dining Room and 
projects out in line with the porch on the Main Street front. 

The east wing contains six gued m s  on each ffmr arranged dong a doubleloaded corridor. The rmms are 
arranged with baths ktwm each one. Each bathroom is llt by smaHer windows than those in the M m m s .  The 
passage in the east wing en the first floor originally opened directly into the lobby, but Is Mocked by the knotty pine 
wall previously mentioned. Similar rooms are located above the Main Dining Rmm and the Gray Room. The second 
flmr is reached by ttre main staircase in the lobby and by the flight of steps in the passage besae the Gray Room. At 
the top of the main stak there Is an upper lobby and a small pador over the maln entry. A single stmlgh flight of 
stairs leads to the attic story, which contains guest rooms largely rebuilt in the 1950s. indudlng the m m  aver the 
portico. A fire, occurring approximately ten years ago, damaged the attic dong the Spring Street front and the area 
has been partly rebum in recent years as a modern apartment 

Slnce the 1950s a portfon of the basement Wow the Main Dtnlng Room hsls beon used as a rathskeller-style 
restaurant. The basement formerly housed storage and utUhy areas. This has been expanded in recent years Into a 
larger fafacility with an entrance on gtade at the rear of the hyphen between the former cornme& buiilng and the 
original had. An addit)onal entrance has b e n  added at the bottom of the exterior stairs in the front of €he hyphen, 
The basement d the commercial building has been recently adapted into a bar. 

The grounds are llmited to the glass areas .along Sprfng and Maln streets. These are set off from the sidewalk and 
streets by a low stone wail. There is an ornamental iron fence dong the Maln Street wall. 
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receive direct access to the rail system until 1859 when a branch line was built connecting the t m  to Rarnsey on 
the Norfolk and Westem Railway. The efforts to reloate the courthouse proved Ineffectual, however, and court 
business grew dmmatblly, although the town's population remained small. Amrdlng to one account, f o q  or fifty 
lawyers attended murt sessims each month during this period. A new ltalianate courthouse was built in 1-1 897. 

The Dotson Hatd burned in 1909, 'and R became apparent to local citizens that a new hatel 
needd to be buitt immediately if Wise was to function as the coun€y seat and grow as a regional commercial center. 
A group of businessmen founded the Wise Hotel Corporation and purchaseol lots on the south side of Main Street for 
a new hotd. The corpotatldn was initially headed by m r e  Virginia governor George C. Peery. In December 1909, 
the corporation contraded with builder D. J. Phipps to build the 22-rmrn hotel for a cost of $17,000. The building 
was furnished in July 1910. The corporation liquidated its holdings a year later, however, in order to satisfy a 
builder's Jien for the unpaid portion af the construction cost. Oscar M. Vicars, cofounder of the Glamorgan Coal 
Company and son-in-law of the former proprietor d the Dotson Hotel (Henderson Dotson) purchad the new hotel 
at auction for $ 8 . 2 ~ ~ ~  

The hotel changed hands several times during the next decade and a half. In 1925 G. C. lhlharton purcbsd it for 
$20,000. His widow sdd the hotel to Herbrt Thompson, president of the R d  Ash Pocahontas CMI Company, 
Thompson thoroughly redecoeated and! rndernked the hotel, changing its name to The Inn at Wise Courthouse. 
Among other alterations, Thompson incorporated the adjacent commercial building Into the hotel and apparently 
converted the original kitchen into the present Gray Room. He add& a guest room in the pediment d the portico, 
added a papartitlon an the south side of the lobby, and created the PIne Room and the basement restaurant. He 
decorated the hotd with an eclectic collection of art and antiques, much of which remains in the hotel today. 
Duncan Hines, hotd and restaurant critic, praised the remdeled had, and It became known for its fd and service. 

During all the years of Its existence tha hotel retained its importance as a center for the community. One Wise 
resident r-ls the movies s b m  in the dinlng rmm k the 1910s, the dames with jazz h n d s  in the 1920% a d  the 
visits lcrf national and intematW reporters to cwer the sensational Edith Maxwell murder trial. In 1954, the idea of 
Clinch Valley College was conceived at the hotd when a I d  resiclent. In a chance meeting with a University of 
Virginia official, pressed' for the Universrty to open a division in Wtse. The hotel has served as the she of many of the 
county's wedding recepths, bridge parties, civic meettngs, pditical gatherings and mday dinners over the past 
eighty years, reinforcing ls position as one of Wise County's m t  ~ignifI~aM building3 The structur~ fundon3 as 
an unoffichl annex to the courthouse. used by lawyers and pditlcans as well as salesmen and other trawellem 

Endnotes 

'Johnson, p. 12-1 5. 

2 ~ 1 1 i a m s .  
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PHOTOGRAPH LISTING 

The following information is t h e  same for a l l  the  photographs: 

Name of property: COLONIAL HOTEL 
Location: TOWN OF WISE, VIRGINIA 
C r e d i t :  GIBSON WORSHAM 
Date: W C H  1990 
Negative filed: Virginia State Library, Richmond, VA 
File number: Department of H i s t o r i c  Resources 329-02 

Photograph 1 
View of Hotel from the east 
Negative number: 
Photo 2 of 7 

Photograph 2 
View of Port ico  and Entrance  from the  east 
Negative number: 
Photo 2 of 7 

Photograph 3 
View of Portico f r o m  the north 
Negative number: 
Photo 3 of 7 

Photograph 4 
View of Hotel from t h e  no r theas t  
Negative number: 
Photo 4 of 7 

Photograph 5 
V i e w  from nor th  showing commercial 
Negative number: 
Photo 5 of 7 

Photograph 6 
View of sear of Hotel from the southwest 
Negative number: 
Photo 6 of 7 

Phetoqraph 7 
Interlor view of Lobby from east 
Negative number: 
Phato 7 of 7 
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