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17ort Cl i i s~gel li t insion i s  s e t  on a smal l  promontory n e a r  Reed Creek 
betwcen Llclc Nountain and Draper Mountain. The house was loca ted  near  
whaL F o ~ i ~ i e r l ywas t h e  o ld  Valley Pike which was l a t e r  enlarged, t o  become 
U. S .  Route 11. I n  r ecen t  ycnrs  Route 11 was incorpora ted  i n t o  
I n t e r s t a t e  Highway 81, and t h e  f u r t h e r  expansion of t h i s  highway 
f a c i l l t y  has encroached unfavorably on t h e  house. Despi te  t h i s  
encroachment t h e  house r e t a i n s  a p a s t o r a l  s e t t i n g  w i t h  sp lendid  views 
of the  surrounding coun t rys ide  and mountains. 

....... -
'. D ? C i R I P T l i ) N  
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1 ( C h o c k  Ono)
I O E x c o l l o n t  Im Good 0 F o i r  0 Dotorioratod Ruins  U U n e x p o s e d  

I C O N D ' T 1 O N  

Thc house i t s e l f  is  a two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  s e t  on a foundat ion of  
i r r e g u l a r  coursed l imestone.  The b r i c k  i s  l a i d  i n  ve ry  even Flemish 
bond on the f r o n t  (nor th)  and west  w a l l s ,  and i n  American bond on a l l  
tlic o t h e r  po r t ions .  Most of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  show a blending 
of IIoi~unRevivaland Greek Revival forms, and a r e  p r o v i n c i a l  i n  design.  
This  b lending  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  ev idcnt  i n , . t h e  two-story d i a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  
which i s  composed o f  two p r o v i n c i a l  Greek Doric columns suppor t ing  a 
pediment wi thout  a r c h i t r a v e  o r  f r i e z e .  The tympanum of t h e  pediment 
f e a t u r e s  a D window w i t h  i n t e r l a c i n g  t r a c e r y  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  i n  
appearance t o  t h a t  which Thomas J e f f e r s o n  designed f o r  Pav i l ion  I V  a t  
the  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a .  The one-s tory  I t a l i a n a t e  bracketed porches 
on t h e  f r o n t  and west w a l l s  appear  t o  be very  e a r l y  a d d i t i o n s .  A 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  house il; t h e  s tep-ga& ends ,  each of  
which inco rpora t e s  a p a i r  of s l i g h t l y  p r o j e c t i n g  end chimneys. On t h e  
a t t i c  l e v e l  of each gable  i s  a l a r g e  t h r e e - p a r t  s emi -c i r cu la r  arched 
window. The r e a r  of t h e  house has  a two-story e l l  and a frame g a l l e r y .  
Attached t o  t h e  house 's  e a s t  s i d e  a t  t h e  basement l e v e l  i s  a one-story 
b r i c k  k i t c h e n  which r e t a i n s .  its,large , . f i rep lace . .  . ,Beyond:the-kitchen i s  
a b r i c k  smokehouse. 

. , , , , .  , . . ,  ~~ . .  
. . 1.1. , 

The i n t e r i o r  of For t  Chiswel l  has  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  p lan  wi th  two uneven 
s i z e  rooms on e a c h - s i d e .  :The . impressive s t a i r c a s e  a t  t h e  end of t h e  
h a l l  ascends i n  a n  open w e l l  t o  t h e  a t t i c ,  and has  s c r o l l e d  s t a i r  ends ar  

- f a s c i a  boards.  Nearly a l l  t h e  door  and w i n d o w ~ t r ~ m ' ~ t h r o u g h o u tt h e  
house f e a t u r e s  p l a n e d  Greek Reviva l -s ty le  a r c h i t r a v e s  w i t h  turned 
co rne r  blocks.  The mantels  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  heavy i n  propor t ion  and have 
Roman d e t a i l s .  

(Chock Onu)1 . A J , ~ , ~ ~  una~terod 
--
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j For t  Chiswell  has  been l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  o r  added t o ,  and is i n  a good 
i s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion .
I 
I 

( C h o c k  One) 
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/ I n  1839 t h e  two b r o t h e r s  made a c o n t r a c t  whereby "Lorain Thorn and James 
I Johnson bind themselves t o  make and l a y  f o r  ... Steve  and Cloyd McGavock, 

300,000 sand b r i c k  of b e s t  q u a l i t y  t o  b u i l d  t h e  proposed b u i l d i n g  i n  a 
handsome workman l i k e  s t y l e  - - $2.75 pe r  thousand -- and themselves 
t o  l a y  same i n  handsome s t y l e  w i t h  round j o i n t s  and handsome a rches  

, t u rn ing  over  a l l  o u t s i d e  doors  and windows. Work t o  be  completed by 
' middle J u l y  1840." 

Apparently t h e  house was f i n i s h e d  on schedule  and i t  remained i n  the  
hands of t h e  McGavock family u n t i l  i t  was s o l d  i n  1918. Throughout t h e  
n ine teen th  cen tu ry  it was w e l l  known a s  a c e n t r e  of  h o s p i t a l i t y  and t h e  

S T A T C M L N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

One of t h e  outs tanding  landmarks of Southwest V i r g i n i a ,  Fo r t  Chiswell  
Kinsion was b u i l t  1839-1840 by two b r o t h e r s  on land they had r n h e r i t e d  
f r o a  t h e i r  f a t h e r .  The two b r o t h e r s , ~ S t e p h e nMcGavock (1807-1880) and 
Joseph Cloyd McGavock (1813-1886), b u i l t  t h e i r  imposing house on a 
h i l l  overloolcing t h e  o r i g i n a l  McGavock home on t h e  proper ty .  lylc f i r s t  
McGavock s e t t l e m e n t  had occurred i n  1771 when James McGavock (1728-1812) 
01 Rockbridge County moved t o  t h e  a r e a  and purchased the  o ld  For t  Chiswell 
t r a c t  which had f i r s t  been developed by William Byrd 111 and Colonel 
John Chrswell  as a f r o n t i e r  pos t  t o  p r o t e c t  a lead  mine t h a t  Chiswell  had 
discovered i n  1756. A p o r t i o n  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r a c t ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  
f r o n t i e r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  l a t e r  passed i n t o  t h e  hands of  Alexander Sayers ,  and 
i t  was from Sayers '  e s t a t e  t h a t  McGavock purchased t h e  proper ty  i n  1771. 

James McGavock prospered t h e r e  and F o r t  Chiswell  became one of t h e  
important  s topping  p laces  on t h e  g r e a t  Wilderness Road t o  the  West. Here 

: McGavock r a n  : a n  ordinary.  and :other  commercial e .stab l i shments  a n d  when. 
Montgomery County was formed i n  1777 t h e  f i r s t  c o u r t  met a t  h i s  house. 
The county c o u r t  w a s  t o  cont inue  u n t i l  1789 when Wythe County was formed. 

The home of James McGavock l a t e r  passed i n t o  t h e  possess ion  o f  h i s  
son, James McGavock, Jr., (1764-1838) who l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  h i s  dea th .  
ll?is o r i g i n a l  homeplace was t o  cont inue  i n  t h e  possess ion  of  t h e  NcGavock 
family u n t i l  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  by f i r e  i n  1901. When James McGavock, Jr., 
died i n  1838 a p o r t i o n  of h i s  proper ty  was l e f t  t o  two unmarried sons. 
I t  was these  two sons who immediately launched t h e  ambit ious p r o j e c t  
oE b u i l d i n g  the  imposing For t  Chiswell  Mansion a c r o s s  t h e  road from t h e  
o r i g i n a l  family s e a t .  

] main house of a n  ex tens ive  and prosperous p l a n t a t i o n .  
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L I S T  A L L  S T A T E 5  A N D  C O U N T I E S  FOR P R O P E R T I E S  O Y E R L A P P C N G  S T A T E  O R  C O U N T Y  B O U N D A R I E ~  

S T A T E :  C O D E  C O U N T Y  ., C O D C  1 

. . 
(;-~~&LshLne, Ass-@r C-T~yrllralHi't+ 
I O R G 4 N I L A T I O N  D A T E  4 

AS the dusignaled State.Liaison Officer for the Na-

'tionnl i:istoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  

89665) .  1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

-

Nationti State Q Local 
, ,. I ,  . I , 1 . , .. - . . I _ . - . . 

. . ,  .. ,, . .. . .. 
I hereby certify that this  property is included in the 

Nationa I Register. 

in the Ndtlonal Rcglster and certify that it h a s  been 

evaluated uccuidins to the  L:riteriaeBnd p r o c e d r e s  set 

forth b y  rhe National Park Service. Y k  recommended 

l eve l  of sinoificance of this nomination is: 

I Namci 1 ATTEST: . . i 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

II D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman I/ i 
Kccoer of The National ReCislei 

Date Eate . 
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/ S T A T E  CODE C O U N T Y  C03E 1I 

/ ~ i r & i a  5 1  W y t h e  197 
3. M A P  R E F E R E N C E  
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1 .  Property broundories where requi red.  
2. North arrow. 

3. L a t i t u d e  a n d  long i tude  reference. 
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1 S s i d e  o f  R t .  11. .6 m i .  E o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  R t .  52 and R t .  121. I 
C l T Y  O R  T O W N :  

Lli ~ E G ~ T ~ V E  AT:  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m i s s i o n  1F I L E D  V i r g i n i a  

V i e w  f r o m  nor thwest .  






