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ODESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANDO ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL ARPPEARANCE

Wyth s, eccupation laysr at the site is at a depth of

ene foot, bu:riod wder accumilated flood-depesited silt. Ths cultural layer
is black sand containing plentiful cultural debris, censisting of pettery,
stone and bene toels, refuse animel bones, and riverins shells, Many pits
and graves extend deeper inte ths sandy subseil, Preservation is excelleat,
Under this layer, wvhich dates froa the Late Weodland Period (dated by 0-14
teat to 1295 AD i 95 years), there is & succession of earlier levels, Ths
eldest provem thgs far is the Late Archaic of about 2000 B.C.

. The site has recently been develsped as a public campgreund, with
installed water and sewage lines., In digging the trenches for these pipes,
¢ large collection of aboriginal tosls and remains was found, plus about
twenty Indian skeletons., Disnlay-quality artifacts and several burials are
in a small miseum on the site. Other remains are in the U,.S. National Museus
and/or the Virginia State L:I.brnry, vhere they are availabls fer further
studies,

The original appearance of the Indian village is uncertain , but the
evidence disclosed in the limited trenching done establishes it as a large
cluster of circular, deme-like wigwans, prebably enclesed by a palisade.

The village was abont 300 feet in diamster originally, althsugh a small
part of the village has been ereded away by floods. The remainder covers
| most of four acres ef ground, The site now has a grassy caver and is not
in danger of further destruction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Martin Site is ons ef the very few sites which contain a majority
pettery type, named Wytke Series by C.G. Helland, The Martin Site and the
nearby Cornstt Site seem to lie at the center of the area where pottery of
this type is found, and presumably this is the area in which ib eriginated.

Other archeolegicdlly impertant tralts found in the site are:

Burisl of dead in a supine position, with knees elevated and with
the head of the burial toward t:’ eant.

Circular wigwams, msasuring 15 to 25 feet acress,

Occasional potto;.-y of types found further south and southwest
in Tennessee and in the Carolinas, indicating trads with
these aress,

Plentiful amounts of marine shall beads, indicate heavy trade
vith Indians of the coastal areas,

Abundance of animal and vegetal refuse, indicating the intense
expleitation of the lecal foed resources,pbus cultivation
of corn and beans,

The presence of artifacts frem earlisr sccupation of the site, dating
back te Archaic times makes this site impertant fer the stut!.gnph:l.e data
1t contains,
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e

The site has not yet been reperted upen, except in brief news ‘ r
accsunts, A detailed repert on ths archcele&icﬂ. evidence feund mp‘ge
pipeline trenches will be drafted and published in the mear future.

Wythe Series pottery is named in C.G. Helland's monograph, published
as Suithsedian Contritutions to Anthrepslegy, Number 12 in 1970, The title
of the report ia, AN ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA,
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GRGANIZATION : DATE
Virginia State Library G Janvary 2, 1974
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. Richmond
{12.-STATE LIAISO! DFFICER CERTIEICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Lew
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evgluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
fevel of significance of this nomination is: .
National [} State g} Local [J

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
Netional Register.

Director, Ottice of Archeology and H!atoric Preservation

Bate

Nar
same ATTEST:

Junius R. Fishburne, Jr., Director
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi#sion

Keeper of The National Register

Date _ Date

6ro 931.894
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