


I Grace Church i s  one of the few, i f  not the only, surviving colonial  
I s t ruc turesbui l t  of marl. Marl i s  s o f t  when f i r a c u t ,  but exposure to  the 

a i r  hardens i t  almost t o  stone. Unfortunately the marl walls of Grace 
Church cannot be seen, except i n  patches, because of a stucco covering added 
in  the nineteenth century. 

c: -DESCRIPTION 

The outside dimensions of the or ig ina l  portions of the church a re  5 5 ' - 9 "  
by 28'-8". The church received a 29' long north wing e a r l y i n  i ts  

i his tory,  but i t  was destroyed in  the f i r e  of 1814 and never rebui l t .  The 
( r e s t  of the church was a l so  gutted i n  1814, with the walls being the only 
: colonial  portions of the church to survive. Nearly a l l  par t s  of the present 
1 church date  from the res tora t ion  of 1848, when the building received i ts  

Greek Revival p rof i le .  The belfry ,  western doorway, and c i r c u l a r  window 
: were added i n  an 1926 renovation. 
1 

I 
I 
I CONOlTlON 

I 

1 The church i s  surrounded a t  i t s  base by the or ig ina l  water table ,  above 

I 
which i s  a second ex te r ior  o f f se t .  The location of a south door can 

' be seen where portions of the stucco have been removed. A modern 
parish house has been added t o  the south end of the building. 

, Grace Church is picturesquely s i tuated overlooking the York River. The 
churchyard, with i ts  many f ine  colonial  tombs, is one of the most b a u t i f u l  

1 i n  Virginia. 
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l T l T E U E N T  O F  I I C W I F I C A N C E  

The p r e s e n t  Grace Church, o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  York-Hampton P a r i s h  Church, 
is thought t o  be t h e  t h i r d  p a r i s h  church of York Pa r i sh ,  c r ea t ed  about  
1638. The f i r s t  two churches,  e r ec t ed  about  1642 and 1667, r e s p e c t i v e l ]  
were loca t ed  two mi l e s  below Yorktown a t  t h e  o l d  York s e t t l e m e n t .  I n  
1706 York P a r i s h  merged w i t h  Hampton Pa r i sh  (formerly c a l l e d  Chiskiack 
Pa r i sh )  t o  form York-Hampton Pa r i sh .  B u i l t  about  1697, Grace Church 
was the  only  church t o  s e r v e  York-Hampton Par i sh .  Evidence f o r  i t s  
d a t e  of e r e c t i o n  is Governor Franc is  Nicholson 's  pledge recorded i n  
t he  county o r d e r  book, November 26, 1696, of twenty pounds s t e r l i n g  
toward t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  a b r i c k  church,  provided the  church be b u i l t  
w i t h i n  two yea r s .  In s t ead  the  church was b u i l t  o f  marl s l a b s  from t h e  
c l i f f s  above the  York River. 

The b e l l ,  s t i l l  i n  use ,  is in sc r ibed  "County of York, V i r g i n i a ,  1725." 
The b e l l  probably hung o r i g f n a l l y  i n  t he  c o u r t  house, bu t  i t  i s  known 
t o  have rung from the churc; t ' s  b e l f r y  du r ing  c o l o n i a l  times. I t  i s  
u n c e r t a i n  when the  b e l l  broke,  bu t  i t s  fragments were c a r r i e d  o f f  
du r ing  t h e  War between t h e  S t a t e s .  The p i eces  were found i n  Phi lade lph  
i n  1882, t h e  b e l l  was r e c a s t  and re turned  t o  Grace Church i n  1889. 

I During t h e  Revolution when t h e  church was used a s  a magazine by Lord 
Cornwall is ,  i t ' l o s t  i t s  windows and pews. I n  1814 i t  was a c c i d e n t a l l y  
burned. The church remained i n  r u i n s  u n t i l  1848 when it was r e b u i l t ,  
t h i s  t ime wi thout  t h e  o r i g i n a l  no r th  wing, and s tuccoed.  I t  w a s  a t  
t h i s  time t h a t  t h e  name was changed from York-Hampton P a r i s h  Church 
t o  Grace Church. During the  War between t h e  S t a t e s ,  Federal  t roops  e r e c  
a s i g n a l  tower on t h e  roof .  The i n t e r i o r ,  which was used a s  a h o s p i t a l ,  
s u f f e r e d  ex tens ive  damage, and t h e  c o l o n i a l  churchyard wall was demolished. 
The church was r e tu rned  t o  use about 1870. 

Grace Church a l s o  has  t h e  second o l d e s t  s e t  o f  cornunion s i l v e r  i n  
V i rg in i a .  The c h a l i c e  and f lagon of 1649-50 a r e  i n sc r ibed  t o  Hampton 
Pa r i sh  i n  York County. The f lagon is thought t o  be the  e a r l i e s t  English 
s i l v e r  f l agon  i n  a n  American church. 

ed 

Prominent p a r i s h i o n e r s  of t h e  York-Hampton P a r i s h  Church included the  
Nelson fami ly ,  t h r e e  of  whom l i e  bur ied  i n  the  churchyard - Thomas 
Nelson (1677-1145). W i l l i a m  Nelson (1711-72), and General Thomas Nelson 
(1738-89), a s i g n e r  o f  t h e  Dec la ra t ion  of  ~ n d e ~ e n d e n c e .  
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