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worlmanship. The tomb Fs protected by a concxete and iron cage, and is 
shielded i rom the weather by a wooden roof structure. Simple l inear  enrth- 
worlcs dating from the  War Between the States are vieable east of the grave. 
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the  Council Ln March, 1655, the year he died a t  the age'of 29. He i s  be- 

.? 
I 

l ieved t o  be the  W i l l i a m  Gooch l i s t e d  in Burkes' peerage who died i n  1655 
and was t he  uncle of S i r  W i l l i a m  Gooch, act ing governor of Virginia 1727-49 

York Village was t he  forerunner of Yorktawn, which was e a t  ilbl ished 
two niles t o  the west in  1691. Thie area of l ~ n d  was f i r s t  patented by 
Cdvcnlor John llarvey i n  1631, [hen he acquired 750 acres ca l led  York 
Man ta t  ion, ad joiwing Wormley Creek. Hamey '8 Land passed through various 
ormerships u n t i l  1768 when i t  was purchased by Augustine Moore, whoae h o ~ ~ s e  
was the  scene of the draf t ing  of the Articles of Capitulation of the  B r i t i s  
Army i n  1781. 

On the  land around the  Gooch tomb was established the  f i r s t  settlemen 
on the York River, variously cal led "York," "Old York," and "York Village." 
Court was held here as ear ly  as 1635, and i n  1658 Captain Robert Daldrey's 
residence was rented as a courthouse. In 1662 a dunking s too l  wae b u i l t  
near the  place "where it is supposed the town fox York River w i l l  be b u i l t .  
A pr ison,  stock, and p i l lo ry  were b u i l t  i n  the same location. York Village 
had a minis te r  i n  1638, and i n  1667 was b u i l t  R new church whose walls ,  lik 
the  one t h a t  preceded i t ,  surrounded Gooch 's tomb. 

Q Architecture ' (J Landscape LJ Sculpture 

a n A ~ I  Atchi teeture n Sario~/Humon- 

Conmeter a Literacure ituriali 
U Cornmunlcations n M t l i t w y  0 Theater 
a Conreivotlon Mulic Tronrportallon 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  SIGNIF ICANC~ 

Bishop Meade wrote in 1834 
t of several  f ee t .  It i a  be- 

lictved t h a t  Henry lIowe was describing then visable  remains af York Village 
when he wrote i n  1846 "about a mile and half below Yorktown, on what is 
ca l led  the  Temple Fann, a re  many old chimneys, indicating the  s i t e  of an 
ea r ly  settlement." 

Xn 1861, Confederate General John B, Magruder was given t he  responsi- 
b i l i t y  of defending the Lower Peninsula againat an invasion toward Riclmtond 
Magruder constructed a defensive l i n e  of earthworks across the Peninsula, 
making use of some exis t ing  Revolutionary War embankment8 at Yorktown. The 
trenches e a s t  of the Cooch tomb were a part  of the 1862 f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  

Archaeological excavation could determine the extent of t he  remains 
of the Colonial settlement,  and perhaps provide fur ther  information about 
l i f e  i n  Virginia  i n  the  seventeenth century. 
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7. The original William Gooch Tomb and York Village Archaeological Site nomination prepared 
in 1973 encompassed 20 acres. Within the nominated area are three contributing resources - the 
1655 limestone slab tomb of Major W~lliam Gooch, the seventeenth-century settlement of York 
Village, and Civil War trenches dating to 1862. Archaeological testiag in 1993 (see section 8) 
documented that these three resources are msuicted to four acres, thereby reducing by 16 acres 
the National Register boundaries for this nomination. 

8. ' " 

-. .. I .  

- . All of these properties are contributing resources 
within the original nomi&on and-are included within the proposed boundary reductions. Area 
eliminated from within the boundaries is restricted to locales shown to not contain archaeological 
deposits or surviving Civil War earthworks. 

Archaeological testing of the York Village site (which includes the Gaoch Tomb) was conducted 
in 1993 to determine the boundaries of the site(see McShsrry and McCartney 1993). The testing 
consisted of excavating and sc& shovel test holes at 50 A. interval8 throughout the site area 

A Civil War fortifiation, part of the Union Army defbive works erected in 1862, is visible along 
the north edge of the main site area. No e c t s  rated to the Civil War were encountend 
during the 1993 archaeological testing (McSherry and McCartney 1993). No shovel test holes 
were placed into the trench although shovel test hoiw were excavated on the south side of 
the trench (sea M c S h q  and McCartney 1993:Figure 23). Areas to the nortb have undergone 
extensive modem disturbance. The visible and intact portions of the berm-and-trench begin at the 
northeast comer of the York Village site nwu the east corner of two tennis courts to the north for 

' a length of approximately 60 ft. Tho trench is then intempted by Perimeter Road and mother 
tennia court. The intact berm-and-trench reappears on the south side of Perimeter Road. This 
portion of the fortification extends for approximately 400 ft. It ends neat a "fitness station" and a 
disturbed area around a generator station. A waking path and fitnew trail parallel tho 400 ft. 
scqtioi of earthworks. The propod boundary reduction include all of the surviving berm-and- 
trench with an additional 20 ft, to both the north and south. 
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9. McSherry, Perry, and Martha McCartntv 

Outlaw, Alrrin 
1974 9 . . - 

Q 

Smith. James M. 

10. Verbal Boundary Description: 
i 

Verbal Boundary Justification: Area ancom~assed within this boundary decrease is 
restricted to the-three cantributim remum; within the orininal no&tion - 

established throui above-mound abservatiom of awvivjOg raources and archaeologiccrl 
subsurface wt&. Area eli'minatad Ersm w i t .  the bound&% is restricted to locales 
shown to not contain iu~ha40Iogical deposits or swviving Civil War earthworks. 

1 1. Fonn Co- Authored By: Ganett Fder 
Jamsrr River Institute for Archaeology, Inc. - 
Williamsburg, V i a  23 185 
757-229-9485 
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& & & ! & g j j F i c l d i l o m .  Inc. 
As requested by the State Review Board, Gam# Feslca, Jarnag Rivet Mtub fbr Archaeology, Inc. 
(JRIA), prepad the attached map showing all positive and negative test units cxcfivated by JIUA in 
1992 at the Gooch TombNorSr V i e  National R c g k  propeaty in Yorlc County. Also andosad are 
supplementary comments pmvided by Fesler. The proposed boundary reductions an consistent with 
the archaeological documentation. 



VDHR Staff, 




