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DESCRIUKE THE PREBANT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHNYSICAL APPEARANCKE

i ItIs fine;y carved armorial decoration probhably indicates English

worlmanship. The tomb is protected by a concrete and iron cage, and is
shielded from the weather by a wooden roof structure. Simple linear earth-
worlks dating from the War Between the States are visable east of the grave.
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STATEMENT OF SIGN(FICANCE
The grave of Major William Cooch is marked by the first documented

decorated tombstone in the English colonies and the second oldest legible

stone in Virginia.

William Gooch, who was a Burgess from York County, was appointed to
the Council in March, 1655, the year he died at the age of 29. He is be-
lieved to be the William Gooch listed in Burkes' Peerage who died in 1655
and was the uncle of Sir William Gooch, acting governor of Virginia 1727-49)

York Village was the forerunner of Yorktown, which was established
two miles to the west in 1691. This axea of land was first patented by
Governor John larvey in 1631, when he acquired 750 acres called York
Plantation, adjoining Wormley Creek., Harvey's land passed through various
ownerships until 1768 when it was purchased by Augustine Moore, whose house
was the scene of the drafting of the Articles of Capitulation of the British
Army in 1781,

On the land around the Gooch tomb was established the first settlement
on the York River, variously called *York," "0ld York," and "York Village."
Court was held here as early as 1635, and in 1658 Captain Robert Daldrey's
residence was rented as a courthouse. In 1662 a dunking stool was built
near the place "where it is supposed the town for York River will be built.!
A prison, stock, and pillory were built in the ssme location. York Village
had a minister in 1638, and in 1667 was built a new church whose walls, lik
the one that preceded it, surrounded Gooch's tomb.

W Bishop Meade wrote in 1834
that the walls wexe still standing to a height of several feet. It is be-

lieved that Henry Howe was describing then visable remains of York Village
when he wrote in 1846 "about a mile and half below Yorktown, on what is
called the Temple Farm, are many old chimneys, indicating the site of an
early settlement."

In 1861, Confederate General John B. Magruder was given the responsi-
bility of defending the Lower Peninsula against an invasion toward Richmond|
Magruder constructed a defensive line of earthworks across the Peninsula,
making use of some existing Revolutionary War embankments at Yorktowm. The
trenches east of the Gooch tomb were a part of the 1862 fortifications.

Archaeological excavation could determine the extent of the remains
of the Colonial settlement, and perhaps provide further information about

life in Virginia in the seventeenth century.
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12 STATE LIAISON OF FICER.C ERTIFICATIO

As the designated Stute Liaison Officer for the Na-
tiannl Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {(Public Luw
B9.665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recomumeanded
tevel of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify thet this property i included in the
Noliona] Register.

Director, Ofifce of Archeclogy and Historic Prasarvation

National {7} State [R Loenl (O

j Date

Name R .

¢ ATTEST:

Junius R, Fishburne, Jr., Director
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

Title .

Keeper of The Nationel Ragiater
Date Date

GPO 935.804
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Registration Form
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National Register of Mistorc Fisces Registraton Form (National Register Bulletin 18A). Compiete sach item by marking “x" in the approonaie s¢x =
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architectural clasuification. materisle. and areas of significance, enter only catagores and subcategories from the instructions. PIBCe acgitionai
entnes and narrative items on continuation snests (NPS Form 10-5008). Use a typewriter, word processor. or computer, 1o complets all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name _¥1lliam Gooch Tomb and York Village Archaeological Site (Boundary Decrease)

other names/site number 77- 60

2. Locatien

street & number — e [ not for publication
city or town __Yorktown 0 vicinity

state __ Yirginia code VA __ county _York ‘ code _199 _ zip code 23690

3. State/Federsl Agency Certification

As the designated authority under he National Historic Praservation Acl, as amended; | havedy certity that this T nominstion
request for determination of eligibility mests the documentation standasds for registering properties in the National Register of

Histonc Places and meets the procadural and professional requirements set fath in 38 CFR Part 60. in my opinion. the propeny

3 mests O does not meet the N & Register criteria. 1 recommend that thia property be considersd significant

(3 nationaty (] satewide O locaty {7 Ses cominuation sheet for additionst comments.)

13/9/18

Signature of cartitying cfficial/Title

Siate of Federal agency and bureau

In my apinion, the property [) meets (3 does nat meet the National Register criteria. (1 See continuation sheet for acditional j
conymems.) : . ;

ﬁqnauu of cenitying officia Title Date |

L State or Federal agency and buresu

"3, Natianal Park Service Gertitication
| hefeby certily that the property is: Signature of the Kesper Date of Acton
3 entered in the National Register,

3 See continusiion sheet.

(T determined eligible for the
Nationa! Registar
0 Ses continuation shest.
3 datermined not eligible tor the
National Register.
" removed from the National
Ragister.

7 other. (@xplain:)




William Gooch Tomb and York Village Archaeological York County, Virginia

Name of Propeny Site (Boundary Decrease) Eounty and Sum
8. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only ona box} (Do not include previously listed resources in the caunt.
0 private O bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
O public-iocal O district ildine
(] public-State 3 site y bulcings
O public-Federal O structure sites
O object structure:
objects
N/A Total
Name of rslated muitiple property listing Number of contributing rasources previously listec
(Enter "N/A™ if propeny is net part ot @ multiple propanty listing.) in the National Register
—
6. Function or Use .
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Entar categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materiais
(Entar categones from nstructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation
walis
roof
other

Narrative Description
(Descnbe whe historic ano current condition of the propsity on one or more continuation sheets.)




““Wallian Gooch Tomb and York Village Archaeological York County, Virginig
Name of Properny Site (Boundary Decrease) ty and State

8._Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "'x" in one or mare boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for Nationa!l Register listing.)

O A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution o the broad patterns of
our history.

(J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

{0 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(J D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Marx “x"* in ail the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

T A owned by a religious institution or used for
© religious purposes.

{2 B removed from its onginai iocation.

(J € a birthplace or grave.

C D a cemetery.

C € a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
C F a commemorative proparty.

G G less than 50 years of age or achleved significance
within the past SO years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation shests.)

‘Arsas of Significance
(Enter categoriea from instructions)

Periad of Significance

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Compiete if Gritenon B is marked abave)

Cultural Affillation

Architect/Buildar

9. Major Bibllographical References

Bibllography

(Cite tha books, aniclas, and other s0UFCes usad in prapaering thie form on one or More continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on flie (NPSB):

OJ preliminary determination of individual listing (38
CFR 67) has been requested

£ previously listed in the National Fegister

O previously determined eligible by the National
Register

(J designated a National Historic Landmark

O recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary locstion of additional data:
3 State Historic Preservation Office
(3 Other State agency
(1 Federal agency
O Local government
O University
O Other

Name of rapository:




William Gooch Tomb and York Village Archaeological York County, Virginia
Name of Propery Site (Boundary Decrease) County and Siats

10. mhiul Data

Acreage of Property _Four Acres

UTM Reterences
{Place additiona) UTM references on & continuation sheet.)

1 D | G sl Ll by e Ll

Zone Essting Northing Zone £asung Nonhing

V-3 ET N I AR AT O A AT R el o Ll L et b

[J see continuation sheat
Varbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on & continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte E. Randolph Turner, III Archaeologist/Director, Portsmouth Regional Office

organization Virginia Department of Historic Resources date January 30, 1998
siroet & number SENNEGemn telephone _1>7~396-6709

04
city or town Portsmouth _ state Virginia Zip code 237
Additional Documentation

Submit the following itlems with the compisted form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
QT
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional ltems
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Property Owner
(Compiets this item at the request of SHPO or FPQ,)

name

street & number tetephone

city or town state 2ip cods

Paperwork Reduction Ast Btatement: This' Information is being collected for applications to the Natlonal Register of-Historic Places to nominate
pro’:zamn for listing ot dstermine eligibility for listing, to fist properties, and 10 amand existing istings. Resporise ta this request s required 1o obIaIN
a benefit in accordance with the Nationa) Historic Preservation Act, as amended (18 U.8.C. 470.e¢ 80.).

i for reviewing
Estimated Burden Statement: Pubiic reporting burden for this farm Is estimated to sverage 18.1 hours per responsa including time
instructions, gathering and maintaining data. and compieting. and reviewing the form. Direct commants regarding this ourdor: u'nm“:tomt:r 3;1'}; :lcl;'ﬂ
of this form 10 the Chiel. Administrative Services Division. National Perk Service. P.O. Box 37127, Washington, OC 20013-7127: a
Managemant and Budget. Paperwork Reduclions Projects (1024-0018), Washington. DC 20503,




United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Contlnuaﬂon s'heet William Gooch Tomb and York Village

Archaeological Site (Boundary Decrease)

Section number _7.8 __ Page _! York County, Virginis

7. The original William Gooch Tomb and York Village Archaeological Site nomination prepared
in 1973 encompassed 20 acres. Within the nominated area are three contributing resources - the
1655 limestone slab tomb of Major William Gooch, the seventeenth-century settlement of York
Village, and Civil War trenches dating to 1862. Archaeological testing in 1993 (see section 8)
documented that these three resources are restricted to four acres, thereby reducing by 16 acres
the National Register boundaries for this nomination.

8. qininmytnssa
ORIV  All of these properties are contributing resources
within the original nomination and are included within the proposed boundary reductions. Ares
eliminated from within the boundaries is restricted to locales shown to not contain archaeological
deposits or surviving Civil War earthworks.

Archaeological testing of the York Village site (which includes the Gooch Tomb) was conducted
in 1993 to determine the boundaries of the site (see McSherry and McCartney 1993). The testing
consisted of excavating and screening shovel test holes at 50 f. intervals throughout the site area

as determined by irevious survi and excavation isee Outlaw 1974 and Smith 1978). <Y
A Civil War fortification, part of the Union Army defensive works erected in 1862, is visible along
the north edge of the main site area. No artifacts related to the Civil War were encountered
during the 1993 archaeological testing (McSherry and McCartney 1993). No shovel test holes
were placed into the trench itself, although shovel test holes were excavated on the south side of
the trench (see McSherry and McCartney 1993:Figure 23). Areas to the north have undergone
extensive modern disturbance. The visible and intact portions of the berm-and-trench begin at the
northeast corner of the York Village site near the east corner of two tennis courts to the north for
a length of approximately 60 ft. The trench is then interrupted by Perimeter Road and another
tennis court. The intact berm-and-trench reappears on the south side of Perimeter Road. This
portion of the fortification extends for approximately 400 ft. It ends near a "fitness station" and a
disturbed area around a generator station. A walking path and fitness trail paralle] the 400 ft.

section of earthworks. The proposed boundary reduction includes all of the surviving berm-and-
trench with an additional 20 f. to both the north and south.




NPQ Par Y0000 OB Asgrever Na. 10360018
- .

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places '
Contlnuaﬂon ShEEt William Gooch Tomb and York Village

Archaeological Site (Boundary Decrease)

, Virgini
Section number 3,10,11 Page _2____ Yosk Councy, Virginie

9 McSherry, Perty, and Martha McCartney
1993 il

Smith, James M.
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10.  Verbal Boundary Description: SSumuinmpammssmninmiud iU
esladiiliogasiashnsinpinnl v VRIS, 5
3 e Aadenimuinginsimiteynitiesiiteimi oS

Verbal Boundary Justification: Area encompassed within this boundary decrease is
restricted to the three contributing resources within the original nomination - tissffs

- i These boundaries were
established through above-ground observations of surviving resources and archaeological
subsurface testing. Area eliminated from within the boundaries is restricted to locales
shown to not contain archaeological deposits or surviving Civil War earthworks.

11. Form Co-Authored By: Garrett Fesler

James River Institute for Archaeology, Inc.
L 4

Williamsburg, Virginia 23185
757-229-9485
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National Register of Historic Places William Gooch Tomb and York Village
Continuation Sheet Archaeological Site (Boundary Decrease)

Section_Additional Documentation_ Page 3

ield Work ¢
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As nequwted by the State Revww Board Garrett Fesler. James River Insutute for Archaeology, Inc.
(JRIA), prepared the attached map showing all positive and negative test units excavated by JRIA in
1992 at the Gooch Tomb/York Village National Register property in York County. Also enclosed are
supplementary comments provided by Fesler. The proposed boundary reductions are consistent with
the archaeological documentation.




17 August 1998
VDHR Staff,

I The anifacts recovered from cach of these ten positive shovel test
holés consisied of single prehistoric Lithic flakes of prehisteels pottery sheeds from distusbed
contexts, 20th-century debis, or nen-diagnostic brick crumbs. Neme of these artifacts was
related to the 17th-century or Civil War components of 44YO17.

mnuuimmndhnlymthoﬂhaum,GﬂWumwhwhdlmedby
huvymadﬁmryndvnmtmddmtomdhgmuthmdﬂnmy.

Shovel test holes were not excavated to the south and weet of the site srea because that area
had been thoroughly surveyed in 1992, At that time no historlo or prehistocic anifacts were
recovered from 49 shovel test holee excavated st a 20 fi. interval. The repost entitled
*Archacalogical Testing of & Proposed Office Building Complex st the Usited States Coast
MMW-W.YMW.VW’WWMWMW
Lucckett! is on file st the Jamas River Instituts for Archasology, Ine.






