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The Bruton Parieh Poashouua Arelkmlog2ed Stte hr Yqk mtr, Y2zgM.a, 1 i s s  ap- 
proximately 

- 
near the c i t y  

of Williarrmbburg. The d t e  is locatd on a ~ T X W  po%t of modad &d w!looleing 
Creek, a t i d a l  estuary 60Q feet t o  the ~outh-#euthrtut. TtSB property ;fB awned by 

lon ia l  Willimneburg Tormdartion and is cwrentzy Zmssted 2n p h  e l m t o  1).  rn 
A 1978 a.roha~ologica1 mmey tig tb V i ~ @ n i a  Ram.aar& CBater f t x  Archaeology located 

the founb t ion  remafne of an afsfitaantfi century. build- and mll  $ti an area gdan i f i ed  
by the French caztograpliar, De8androtr211, fn 1781-82 dl: t€ie dta, of a four  building poet- 
houee complex (FJ%UTa 11. krcliaeolo~f cal .  f fe ld  t a & a  W M  d e  1Mt.s of tha brick 
foundation a s  mraawzing twenty feat' tiy. a&tpt#a f e d  a d  orfanked oa an mst.saest =is. 
The foundation o r a l l e , w t i f j i .  era -teen ihchee th$ck, m i&d .fn EngXimh bond. A builder 's  
trench, varying from twae t o  82% tnchee fn atl i ,  hart mr~dimad ht tac t .  

I 

The foundatfon mlla- are cclnnsrea tir twalve &cham of Craezlhden. A test p i t  excavated 
t o  a deptii. of twenty h&eo wtthin t h  famaation wixllrc yblihd f$lI dSrt contehing frag- 
meats of brick, s h a l l  m t a 2  and ro#e..AeadeP1 ~ f l s  am tell a a grinding stone neasuring I 

three f e e t  three inclieo fn dirmaetex. I 

I 

The woods' floor,  wti2ch. 6ewe t b  mars of pre~toru pl@wfng, indicate8 that the area 
wae farmerly i n  agrfcul turai  urns Wo+e ra+e~ttag to a ioreeted etare, l!ha 1781 map 

1 

depfcre the area aa cleared i d a n d ,  Caltural-~a4rerSI1 SY ddely d&sperceed over the 
surface of the ncrmbated ameaga wStR trha .mexilmrrm urttfaef densSry h the vic inf ty  of the 
brick foundation. Ei@'iteeafii ceatary aztriacto id iforitrg the 1938 s k e y  include 
frasments of  white oalt..glraed 4 Wum$sli ~ ~ Q ~ C ~ W I Z O ,  Neck D0wmQn gravel-taapaed earthen- 

I 
I 

ware, cteaxmre,wtne .liottb?~l?aao and the 6ara of a phriukaatical phial ,  Sherds of 
banded petqslwaze and &ll-dsod traWt;fanal wh$raornrr, Bat- to the e a r l y  nineteanth' 

I 

I 
century, were a lso  preoent. Om rfndouglam8 f r e m t ,  tratatbelg batad t o  the amen- 
teenth. century, suggecrta earltgrr occupatfon. One preb$stmic mrtffact, a quar t s i te  flake, 
was found in the eurvayed area. 

Approximately ninety feet &am tha n a r t h e a ~ t  aosnor of &e b+.ick foundation i e  a 
dapresaion tvalve f e e t  in dhmater and fSPa f oet in dept6, g r & t b d  t o  be a w d l  ohaft. 
Augering t o  a depth of two Eeeo, rJx inch@#, produced emteeat5 century eu l t rna l  material. 
The depth of the ehaft  exceeded the l M t e  Jfiich coula be prsbd (Photo 2). 

me acreage nmimte t i  iaeludas the ffotllldatgon, th. rill and the i m s d i a t e ~ y  adjacent 
area, which, according t o  the 1781 map, ohortld con- the thee other b u i l d h & ~ s  of the 
poorhouse complex. Evidence o f  seventeenth wntuzy doarsatic occupation i a  also axpected 
to be within t h e  confhee of the! nominated acreage, 
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The Ba ton  P a s  Pootfiouorc Ib.cliaeolog~al Stts, ffie in tac t  remDfno of an eighteenth 
century wotkhoues fm the  poor, $6 located Mi an .tladmalbped -act of York Gounry land 
north of WXlli~m~burg, Yirgfnia. Eeta6lfsh6d Sn 3,755 By an act of the Vfr8Anio lagis la-  
tu re  a t  the request of BrPton Psrt6.Chmrc6, the htan Pea-b Poazbuoia provided insti- 
tut ional  care f o r  the poor of the W ' l l h ~ t i e u r g  urea in the eecond half of the eighteenth 
century. Sc&entffic a l c b a e o 1 ~ g ~ a l  a x m a t i o n  of the poo1:Erouua complex could yield ueque  
research data about the aafly l&ee  uf a lar~o and predrrmuklltely i xwf i cu la t e  portion of 
the colonial popolation. &chaeolog&al rehearch could saw prwf;de na~t iaeights i n to  
the Ykginia gwerrrment'r~ $*at attempts t o  provide WtfXwthnal cars for the poor of 
the cof ony , arhoae walfare, by the mfddle of the afghtbohth centuzy, me becoming a majar 
social  problem. 

BACKCROUM) 

Since 1661 the Vh-ghie! golre~rtrm~nt had .ami;saed the care of the poor to  the Paetries 
of the colonyt s par i sh  chnrches, The porn, fnclad* -qa$zants, the elderly,  orphane, and 
perons, who, through inf-ity, ware unable t o  aupport thmim*, m e  lodged i n  the 
homes of parisWonmwho ware refmburl~~d from tha p e r i ~ h  lmiea for the coat of t he i r  
room and board. 

Able-bodied, poor psreona, men, umiuen and ch&ldren al ih ,  were expected t o  earn t he i r  
keep and of ten ware 6 W  out aa oaxvants, AltbugEc aa a c t  ww parpred in 1668 t o  sot  up 
workhouses t o  tzeb orphans and uhildien of the poor ia irpitm$ng, weaving, and other 
ueefuf trades, it was lata *€&~ed.*d and tlie wa2Wuear were nwer built. The m l f a r e  
system i n  colonial V%~gin ia  wa8 - d e l a d  after the Britl+h poor law. 

Denpite the f ac t  that i n  1682 the Kiw had authorized the Virginia govetnor Lo ec- 
rablish churchee and aJ.m8houees, i t  was not u n t i l  L727 that the a o l o n b l  government made 
an o f f i c i a l  attempt to re l ieve  the ffnancial burden that the care of the poor impooed on 
m q p a r i s h  churcheo by aPlpoatering Churchwardma, the fnadazm of the Veerry, t o  return 
vagrant: poor pereone t o  t h e i r  home psriab&i,  If they we%?& t w i l l  to  travel the home 
parish was billed f o r  the coat of their aare, In 1736 the W f t i e h  goverpmtnt again &ranted 
to  the Virginia governor the power t o  establieb alwhouaas, along w i t h  hie r&ght to  es- 
tablish pariah churclia~. 

By the m a d  1s of the eightdeath cantuzy the beumbt?.r t i  indi$fhnt pueoas i n  the Colony 
had inc rea~ed  to  the point t ha t  a rider of parleheo rsqueeted the Hause of Burgesses'" 
permieeioa t o  establioh poorhauoee. Churohee i n  P r W s s  Awe, AZbsmetbe, Nanrr8aWrsd, 
Charles City and James City. Counties tequrutad thir r i ~ h t ,  ae d id  Bruton Parish Ghurch 
i n  the City of Willlameburg. 

See Continuation Sheat Bf 



C.G. Chamterlayne, The Veetry Book of Blieland Parish (Richmond, 1935). 
Desandrouin, "Carte dee Emriroacr de Willia1n~bur8,'' 1781-82 (facsimilie a t  the Virginia 
Reeearch Center for Archaeology, Willicnasburg, VA.), 

See Continuation Sheet 185 
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On May 16, 1755 the Minister  and Churchwardens of Btvton Par iah Ohurch pet i t ioned 
the House t o  allow them t o  operate "a workhouse, where the Poor might ba, more cheaply 
maintained aad ueef u l l y  employed," claiming t h a t  'L~he  W r g t  of provfding f o r  the Poor 
of the s a i d  Par ieh hath alyiays been burdenam. .  .and of late Yaars hath much increaaed."l 
They a t t r i b u t e d  the  "great  number of Idle Betsans 'tbt raaort t o  the  c i t y  of Wlliiame- 
burg.. .who l u r k  about the ~own"2 tq an inf lux of indigent people comiag t o  the c a p i t a l  

, during Public Timas and etaying %n the area u n t i l  they could f u l f i l l .  the  reeidency 
requirements making thqo a y$rd of Brutbn Parish. 

An a c t  was r e a d i l y  prepared, giving Vartriee the right t o  e rec t ,  purchase, or  r e n t  
houses f o r  the lodging, maintenance end employment of the poor of t h e i r  Parishes.  The 
Virginia Assembly, wi thin  the  text of the  Legielatioa, acknowledged t h a t  "the number 
of poor people hath of l a t e  years much increaeed throughout the  coloay" and hoped t o  
prevent "great Mischief a a r i s i n g  from euch numbers of unemployed poor. "3 

' 

*, ag The Bruton Parieh Minister ,  the  Reverend Thomaa Dawean, &id the Vmatry and Church- 
wardens requested t h a t  an act be pareed permitting them t a  cbnvert 8 house the  Parieh 
owned near Capi ta l  Landing i n t o  a workhouse, Thdr p e t i t i o n  waa refierred .to a Coamittee 
of the House who were di rec ted  t o  formulate an a c t  which would permit a l l  par ish  
churches t o  ee tab l i sh  workhauees, Ff they qo deeired. . 

If contiguous and mparcaly populated pariehae Mhed t o  co3laborate i n  the  esta-  
blishment of workhoueee, they could do eo jo int ly .  Uo par i sh  aould purchase o r  rent 
a t r a c t  of larid l a r g e r  than 100 ecree a s  a poor #am. A ressonable sum from the par ish  
l e v i e s  wae t o  be set aeide for the eduaation of poor chi ldren res iding in the  alms- 
houses u n t i l  the  time they could be bound out, according to law. 

Churchwardens were given t h e  r i g h t  t o  "employ all, such poor persons i n  such work 
as s h a l l  be d i rec ted  by the  maid veatty,..and' t o  take and'apply the  benef i t  of t h e i r  
labor.  . , toward t h e i r  nbaintenance ahd euppor t . "4 Cot ton, flax, hemp, and other  material8 
and implements and t o o l s  use fu l  in providing work t o r  the poor could be  acquired by the  
Vestries.  The Par i sh  Churchwardens were author;i;aed t o  order the  s h e t i f f e  of t h e i r  
l o c a l i t i e e  t o  br ing a l l  persona found begglng to the  nearest poorhouse whare they would 
be put t o  work f o r  twenty days ot l ees ,  applyfng the p ~ o f i t e  of t h e i r  labor toward t h e i r  
maintenance. 

- * >  

I 
I 

I 

I 

I I 

The respons ib i l i ty  of inafiaging each pourhouse was t o  be delegated to  one o r  more 
persona aelected by the Paridh 'Vestry. The -overseer w8a to make and enforce the  rule8 
and regula t ions  governing the  poor entrueted t o  him. Ha ma t o  pv$ the  needy to work 
according t o  t h e i r  individual  a b i l i t i e e  and wm allowed t o  i n f l i c t  corporal  pufdahen t  
on those who refused t o  abide  by houee rulee. Up t o  ten lashes  with a whip c d d  be 
applied t o  the bare backe of disdlidento and persona who retueed t o  work, t h e  ten laah  
maximum being appl icable  f o r  each alleged offense. Poo?: p e r e m s  refus ing E o  e 0 ~ t ~ ~  
residency a t  t h e i r  assigned almehoueea were i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  any .other. form of asefetance 
from t h e i r  l o c a l  Veatriee unlees deemed too old or  physically unable  t o  work. An annual 

See Continuation Sheet #2 1 .  
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accounting was t o  be made of every poor peraon i n  the  par ish ,  report* h i e  or her 
circumetancee and term of residency i n  the poorhouee. In .abdi t ion,  the  poorhouse over- 
seer wee t o  render an account of h l s  utpeaeee and the p r o f i t s  a r i s i n g  from the labor of 
the  poor. 

Tlie 1755 a c t  f o r  maintaining the poor l i t e r a l l y  added a eoc ia l  stigma to  the 
colony's indigent. Al l  poorhouea inhabitants had t o  wesr conepicuously a colorful  badge 
which iden t i f i ed  them as paupers i n  the care of the perlsh. !Wise badgee bere t;o be 
worn upon the  r i gh t  sleeve,  Bear the shouldet, Itin an open and v i e fb l e  manner .Ig5 The 
badges were made of blue, red, or green cloth,  as diotatod by the  V a t r y  ,' and were Im- 
printed with the name of the parish t o  a i c h  the pool percr6n:belonged. Anyone neglect- 
ing or refusing t o  wear hie  liadge could be givm five lalthes with a whip and have hie  
subsistence allowaaae suepandad. Convstaaly , any impoo tar found wearing a poorhouse 
badge could be whipped or fined ten ~ h f i l i n g o .  

Although the t- of the 1755 act a r e  ceveta by today's etandards, the  ac t  f o r  
maintaining the poor was in e f f ec t  u n t i l  Che clone of the k o l u t i a n a r y  War. M t e r  
that time, t h e  urban poor m e  commended to the, care of the kwrpo rec sd  towns i n  which 
they resided, and within  Vitginiia'e counties, appointed bverseere of the  Pmr assumed 
the welfare raepona ib i l i t i e s  onee delegated to  Pari~h.  Vwtriee, These Overseers bound 
out orphans and chlldren ef the poor' t o  be treisled unti l  maturity,  thereby preparing 
thc~n t o  assume a productive roXe i n  soc%ety. T h m s  Jsffe.raon wrote i n  1787 that  
"nearly t he  same method of providing t o r  tlu poor r ~ a i L ~ ~ t t t r o u g h o u t  our 8tacea; a d  
from Savannah-to Portomouth you will reldam see a 1 eggar. 

That wo khouees paradox'ically w t e  perceived & inatitut&one "far the refonnation 
of vagrantsgd and piace. o f  detention tw mino= oife@twa of the law., pet  were coxmi- 
dered a poai t ive  meane of rendering kumena msi r t ance  t o  tftc needy by enabling them . to 
support themaelves h d i c a t e s  that the g m h n t  offiadble.  of ao lon ia l  Virginia were 
attempting t o  use the workhouees arr.a ~ e t c h ~ g 1 1  eolutian to  b e k r a l  types  of soc i a l  
problems. The population of euch inetftutiotie inwitably would have been highly d iverse  

Because ~ n l y  a few remnant6 remain of the eighteenth century Veetty records of Bru- 
ton  Parish Church, the re  are no extant documents drscr%bing the Bruton poorhouse o r  the 
circurnstancee of ice inhabitante.  As previouely noted, BZutbn's Vesfry in 1755 ex- 
pressed a desire to  convert t o ' a  poorhousle a s t ruc ture  already otendlng on land they 
owned nenr Capital  Lad.ing.. The Church had gained ownership o l  the 150 acre  t r a c t  
through the  1726 bequaet of Jonathan Drui t t ,  uho had MmireU inhet t ted it in 1714. Tlte 
land had previously belo%ed t o  Lucy Dtu i t t ,  who l a d  purchased from a W i l l i a n r  Batiten*. 
According t o  Jonathan b r u i t t ' e  patent, the land me occupidd by Thomas Pinchbeck a t  the  
time Drui t t  acquired it. Petant recorde t o t  the north s&de of Quervne Cts~k indicate 
tha t  the  area had been r e l a t i ve ly  w e l l  s e t t l ed  since thhe middle of the eeveateentfi centur 

See dontinuation Sheer 1 3 I .. 
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I n  1762 the  Btuton Parish Vestry obtained permisaim t o  eel1 ih ree  l o t s  i n  
Williamsbuxg and "lay out the money f o r  the benef i t  09 the  poor of the parieh."8 A t  
the  sama t i m e ,  they gained the r i g h t  t o  ucee the proceeds deiived from the  use of the  
Dru i t t  land f o r  any char i t ab le  purpoee and by 1769 hitd leased a portion of i t  t o  a 
j o i n t  ~ l toek  company W c h  propoaed t o  manufacture cotton and Linen c loth .  

How long the  Bruton Poorhouse waa i n  pperation is not known. Ia 1770, however, 
Lord Botetourt subscrlbed 60% t o  the Bruton w r k h w e ~ ,  soA the 1781 Deaandrouin-map 
shows four  buildinge i d e n t i f i e d  ae "poorhouse" within tho acwaege nominated (Figure 1). 
An e a r l y  nineteenth century deed indicates  that both the linen factory  aa poorhouse 
were located wi thin  the 190 acre l l r u i t t  t r a c t  and that the l i n e n  f a r t o r y  wae b u i l t  down- 
stream from the  Poorhouse, c lose r  t o  Gapitol Landing. The two f a c i l i t i e s  were i n  opera- 
t lon  simulteneaualy, r a i s i n g  t h e  poee ib i l i ty  tha t  same nesdy persona may have been 
employed i n  the  l inen  factory .  

Mawpariah churches e lected to  discontinue their poorhousee during the  17701s, 
finding them burdenacme t o  maiatain, a problem whtah a l s o  might have been encountered 
by Bruton Parish. Nearby BlieBlat-dParish, i n  Samae City and New Kent Counties, propoeed 
t o  build a poorhouae i n  1773 but nwez did so. Paorbusea and the land i n  which they 
were located were sold i n  varioue par t s  of Virginia during the  1770's becauee the Ves- 
t r i e s  found them uneconomical. . . 

I n  1813 tha Reverend J m e e  Bracken, RBctor of Bruton Pafieh Church, and the  Vestry 
pet i t ioned the  General Assembly f o r  the rfshr. t o  ee l3  "a tshl.1 tract of land of about 
150 acres ,  ly ing on the haad of Queens Creek and ccqantody called the Factory, which they 
hold by device f o r  char i t ab le  purparre but which gfrm the r u i m u s  s t a t e  of the buildinge 
and other  circumstances has b a c k  unproductive,"9 They propost4 t h a t  the money be 
opent on educating the  poor children ef the parish. By 1821 l b b e r t  P. Waller purchased 
the land which hae conr lnuwelp remained undweloped. 

During the American Revolution al3  property of the Church of E ~ l a n d  wata confieca- 
ted by an Act of Incorporation. Although t h i s  a a t  wae repealed at the  c lose  of the 
eighteenth century, i n  2802 another simllar a c t  was paoeed. Despite the f a c t  that  the  
a c t  was challenged by Bishop Jemer~ Madieon i n  a C & r t  of Appeals, it wae upheld. 

. 

The Bruton Par iah Poorhoucee Arahaeologieal Sire o f f e r e  a unique opportunity t o  
i r ~ v e a t i g a t e  ac ien t i f i cc l l ly  the diverse and largely  i n e z t l c u l e t e  eegment of colonia l  

. 
eociety t h a t  would have been aeseaibled at the poorhouae. Paupers, the. e lder ly ,  the  
disabled and young orphans mu%d have l ived Sn community wJth minor lawbreakers, vagrante, 
and others  of mean circurnetances. Archarolagical oxcavat;ion could y ie ld  invaluable 
and otharwiee unavailable raeearch data oa the etatue a d  d a i l y  l i v e s  of t h e w  people. 
Ae a workhouee which may have served a s  a minor education+l and i n d u s t r i a l  f r t c i l i ty ,  
the Poorhouee si te could provide new ins igh t  fn to  cirr maitpla o f  the Virg&nia goverrrmant'e 
earlieat at tempt  a t  an ins t i tu t iona l i zed  welfare program. Living near the c a p i t a l  
of the  colony end c lose  t o  Capi ta l  Landing, a por t  which enjoyed i'ntra- and extra-colonia; . 
t rade,  poorhiuae rceidente  would have had the  opportunFty t o  i n t e r a c t  d t h  individuals  
from a l l  l e v e l s  of eighteenth century society,  A un%ue and well preserved archaeologi- 
c a l  sits, the Bnlton Pariah Poorhauee warrants inclus$on i n  the  Virginia Landnark8 
Regic~ter and the Netionel Register 09 Hiotoric Places, . 

. * 

. : M.W.M, 
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