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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S i t u a t e d  on Elagnolia Avenue i n  Buena Vis t a ,  the  Old Court House is a n  imposing 
tvo-and-one-half-story, mansard-roof b r i c k  bui ld ing ,  executcd i n  f ive-course  An~crican bond 
and s e t  on a  b r i c k  foundat ion.  The modified Second Empire s t y l e  bu i ld ing  was cons t ruc ted  
i n  1890. 

The main (west) facade i s  comprised of a  si-iply framed, glass-paned door surmounted 
by a  douhle transom conta in ing  six l i g h t s  and f lcnked by two four-paned s i d e l i g h t s .  The 
arched doorway is covered by a  pent-roof canopy, supported by knee braces ,  and conta ius  
a  c e n t r a l  gable .  The f e n e s t r a t i o n  on t h e  f i r s t  two s t o r i e s  c o n s i s t s  of  pa i red  and 
t r ip le-hung-sash ,  segmental-arched windows, t h e  arches of which a r c  rendered i n  gauged 
b r i c k .  The a t t i c  s t o r y  con ta ins  a  c e n t r a l  tower covered by a  mansard roof and f lanked 
by pedinented donners. The roof r e t a i n s  i . ts  o r i g i n a l  imbricated s l a t e  sh ingles ,and  t h e  
wrought-iron roof c r e s t i n g  has been removed. 

The no r th  and sou th  e l e v a t i o n s  c o n s i s t  of t h r e e  bays; t h e  f e n e s t r a t i o n  is  i d e n t i c a l  
t o  t h a t  found on the  main (west) facade.  The a t t i c  s t o r y  conta ins  th ree  symmetri.cal1.y 3 pos i t ioned  pedimented doniirrs,  i d e n t i c a l  i n  appearance t o  tho= fovnd 011 t h e  main facade.  

! The r e a r  ( e a s t )  e l e v a t i o n  conta ins  a  small., one-s tory  s e r v i c e  wing, thc  facade of  which 

i i s  pierced by minimal f e n e s t r a t i o n .  
i 

The i n t e r i o r  conta ins  a  cent ra l . -ha l l  plan,  the  h a l l  being dominated by the  main 
open-s t r ing  s t a i r .  The s t a i r  is composed of  factory-made components, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  

i bu i ld ing  p r a c t i c e s  of t h i s  per iod .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  tile loiier l e v e l  housed t h e  Treasu re r ' s  
! 
I O f f i c e ,  l*layo+'s Of f i ce ,  Of f i ce  of  t h e  Clerk of Court and t h e  courtrooi-.  Attorney&' o f f i c c s  

and the  tclephone exchange were s i t u a t e d  on the second f l o o r .  The t h i r d  f l o o r  scrved a s  
! the  l o c a l  Odd fell or^ Lodge. Modif icat ions l ~ a v e  been made t o  t h e  south  room of t h e  f i r s t  

RCC 
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STATEMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

The p e r i o d  fro111 1889  t o  1891 v i t n e s s e d  a  l a n d  b o c s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l .  p a r t  o f  
i 

V i r g i n i a ' s  Shenandoah V a l l e y  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  development o f  t h e  a r e a .  E r e c t e d  
i n  1890,  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  "boom", t h e  Old Cour t  Ecuse s t a n d s  a s  a  symbol of  t h e  
eco~?o; ,~ic  and p h y s i c a l  growth o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  lluena V i s t a .  

On t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h c  new y e a r  of  1891 ,  t h e  Richnond Dispa tch  r e p o r t e d  t h c  f o l l o w -  
i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n :  

The Roekbricl_e County  News i n  1889 was l c c s  s e d a t e  w i t h  i t s  o b s e r v a t i o n s :  "To 
put  i t  m i l d l y ,  t h i n g s  a r e  g e t t i n g  w i l d .  It i s  n o t  unttsual  f o r  e l i g i b l e  b u i l d i n g  l o t s  
t o  jump $100 i.n twcn ty - four  hours  ." 

V i r g i n i a  has  had a  "bocx~". Ncri torrns have s p r ~ l n g  up i n  f i e l d s  and 
f o r e s t s .  Old  ones  have grown g r e a t l y .  Where we u s r d  t o  havc few 
c i t i e s  we now havc many. It i s  a n  e r a  o f  development o f  o u r  i r o n  and 

The  boon^" was a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  No7.fol.k and 5Jes tern  
R a i l ~ r o a d  t h a t  v i - r t u a l l y  opened u p  t h e  a b u n d a n t l y  r i c h  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  f o r  
eco~~iomic  and c ~ n v i r o n m e n t a l  consumption.  The p o t e n t i a l  f o r  dcvcl.opment was enhanced I !  

1 1  
by t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  a~noun ts  o f  i r o n  o r e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Suppor ted  by t<or the rn  j i  
i n v e s t o r s  and l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  t h e  "boom" r e a c h e d  tremendous p r o p o r t i o n s  b e f o r e  
end ing  w i t h  t h e  p a n i c  o f  1893.  Land development companies were  established, and new 

I 
I 

towns were  l a i d  o u t ,  o f  which Guena V i s t a  is a  t y p i c a l  example. ! 

I 

I 

Planaged by A .  T. I larel .ay,  t h e  Buena V i s t a  Conpany was founded i n  1889 t o  prolnote 
~ n d  d r v e l u p  iktena V i s t a  a s  a n  i t d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r .  C a p i t a 1  s t o c k  was i s s ~ ~ e d  and l a n d  
purchased.  As e a r l y  a s  F e b r u a r y  1889,  t h e  company rras a b l e  t o  announce t h a t  a11 o f  i t s  
$600,000 e a p i v n l  stoclc had been s u b s c r i b e d .  The conipariy's f i r s t  f u r n a c e  was opcned and 
o p e r a t i n g  by 1-he l a t t e r  p a r t  of  1890. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  company o p e r a t e d  s t e e l  v o r k s ,  
wool and paper  mi . l l s ,  and  f a c t o r i e s  t h a t  n ianufactured g l a s s ,  b r i c k s ,  ti .lec, and f u r n i t u r e .  

c o a l  l a n d s ;  o f  t h e  p l a n t i n g  of  new i n d u s t r i e s ,  and t h c  c l c t e r m i n a t j o ~ ~  t o  
make V i r g i n i a  a  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s t a t e . .  . I 

Synonymous w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o ~ . e n t  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  \.?as t h e  growth o f  t h e  town. Thc 
popula l - ion grew from 400 i n  1890 t o  o v e r  5 , 0 0 0  i n  1852.  By t h a t  t ime  some 400 s t r u c t u r e s  

I i n c l u d i n g  d1iel.1 i n g s  , churcltes, s t o r i , s  , and o t h e r  bu i l s i ings  had been comple ted .  lullone t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h i s  t i x e  was t h e  main o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  Buena V i s t a  ~ o r n ~ a n y '  
The company d i . r c c t o r s  c h o s e  t h c  inposi.ng Second IJmpire s t y l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e i r  b u i l d -  

' 

i in: h r a d q u a r t e r s .  The b u i l d i n g  s t y l e  had come t o  c h a r a c t c r i z r  "boani" town h e a d q u a r t e r s  1 
thru7ighout t h e  Unitccl S t a t e s  ;tiid rras u l t i n ~ a t e l y  d r ~ r i v c d  from g p v e r ~ m ~ c n t i i l  a r c l l i t c c t u r e  
i n  Wasl~in[:r.on, 1). C .  I 

. 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  # I )  ji 
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RockbriL<,ge_ *n,Q Ebz, I)ect=ber 1 2 ,  1889.  
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Richmond: .I. L .  H i l l  ? T i n t i n g  Cor;;,any, 1898,  p. 1657. 

I n  1892 t h e  Bucna V i s t a  Company s o l d  i t s  o f f i c r  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  newly 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  C i t y  o f  Buena V i s t a  f o r  $10,000. During t h i s  t ime  t h e  "boom" had I 
s lor jed  dorin, and t h e  need f o r  a m u n i c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e  :.as a p p a r e n t .  i 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a n e x  m u n i c i p a l  bhi . ld ing i n  1971 ,  t h e  Old Courk 1 
House was s c h e d u l e d  t o  be r z z e d .  Through t h e  e f f o r t s  of  i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  1 
b u i l d i ~ i g  was saved  f r o n  d e z s . l i t i o n .  A s ) m t o l  of t h e  c i t y ' s  econonlic and munici.pa1 I 

g C o w t h ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  now hovses tl!e p i lb l i c  l i b r a r y  and Chacber o f  Cor:.!c-rce. 1 
I 
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