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(Chock One) 

n Exce l l en t  Good Foir  n Dotarioroted Ruins Unexposed 
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:SCRlDE THEP R E S E N T  AND 0HIC.INAL (If k n o % v n ) P n ~ s l c ~ ~APPEARANCE 

Locatcd a g a i n s t  t he  base o f  S t aun ton ' s  Sears  H i l l ,  t h e  Wharf Area 
is  a compact warchousc and commcrcial d i s t r i c t  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  encompasses 
FIiddlcbrooli Avcnuc bctwcen South Lcwis S t r c e t  and South New S t r e e t ,  and a 
bloclc of South Augusta St r c e t  betwccn Middlebrook Avcnuc and Johnson S t r e e t .  
Thc bloclc o f  Middlcbrook Avenue between South Lewis S t r e e t  and South Augusta 
S t r e e t  forms a kind of small t r a p e z o i d a l  p i a z z a  surrounded by a v a r i e t y  o f  
commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e .  L in ing  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  b lock  is  a row of 
small, a t t a c h e d  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  warehouses t h a t  va ry  between two 
and t h r e e  s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t rea tment  of t h e  warehouses 
d ive rges  widely:  some have ve ry  s imple  b r i c k  f r o n t s  broken on ly  by p l a i n  
window openings and doors ,  wh i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  ornamented wi th  r i c h  brickwork 
d e t a i l s  such a s  corbe led  c o r n i c e s  and e l abo ra t ed  window surrounds.  The r i c f  
brickwork ornamentat ion on the  small warehouse a t  5 Middlebrook Avenue i s  a 
s u p e r i o r  example o f  i t s  type. This  b lock  of warehouses f a c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
space on to  t he  Chesapeake and Ohio Rai l road  passenger  s t a t i o n  and f r e i g h t  
depot .  The somewhat robus t  passenger  s t a t i o n ,  which e x h i b i t s  a b lending  o; 
c l a s s i c a l  and bungaloid d e t a i l s ,  c l o s e s  t h e  v i s t a  a t  t h e  s o u t h  end of South 
Augusta S t r e e t .  A p r i n c i p a l  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  area is  t h e  former Arneri-
can Hotel  b u i l d i n g  loca t ed  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  of Middlebrook Avenue ant 
South Augusta S t r e e t .  Though now used as a warehouse, t h i s  s imple b u t  
imposing Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e  is a rare example of t h e  e a r l i e s t  hoteLs 
b u i l t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  

Eas t  of South Augusta S t r e e t  on Middlebrook Avenue is  a sma l l ,  lati 
n i n e t e e n t h  s t r u c t u r e ,  formerly a garment f a c t o r y ,  and t h e  v a s t  White S t a r  
M i l l s  b u i l d i n g  which forms t h e  e a s t e r n  edge o f  t h e  Wharf Area. S i lhoue t tec  
a g a i n s t  Sea r s  H i l l ,  t h e  t rapezoidal-shaped f o u r - s t o r y  m i l l  b u i l d i n g  is  a 
major downtown Staunton landmark. 

The b lock  of South Augusta S t r e e t  l e ad ing  i n t o  t h e  Wharf Area is 
l i ned  wi th  two and t h r e e - s t o r y  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  commercial s t r u c t u r e :  
Most of t he  b u i l d i n g s  on t h i s  narrow s t r e e t  f e a t u r e  r i c h  I t a l i a n a t e  cornice: 
e l a b o r a t e  window t r ea tmen t s  and metal shop f r o n t s .  The Simmons P a r t s  Com-

a t  119-123 South Augusta S t r e e t  i s  embel l ished wi th  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  
c a s t - i r o n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ornaments. The facade of t h e  commercial b u i l d i n g  
a c r o s s  t he  street a t  120-124 South Augusta S t r e e t  i s  a n  unusual example of 
wood used t o  resemble bo th  masonry and m e t a l l i c  forms. The h igh ly  o r ig ina l  
d e t a i l i n g  on t h i s  b u i l d i n g  h a s  a somewhat o r i e n t a l  f l a v o r .  

The h i s t o r i c  appearance of t h e  Wharf Area i s  f u r t h e r  enhanced by 
the  s u r v i v a l  i n  some s e c t i o n s  of Belgian Block paving,  b r i c k  paving, and 
s t o n e  cu rbs .  It i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  most o f  Middlebrook Avenue was o r i g i n a l l y  
su r f aced  wi th  Belgian b lock ,  b u t  t h e  major p a r t  of i t  is  now covered wi th  
s h e e t  a s p h a l t .  

The fo l lowing  inven to ry  provides  a b r i e f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  included i n  t h e  Wharf Area P r e s e r v a t i o n  Zone. 

Middlebrook Avenue: 

Cas t  I r o n  Footbr idge t o  Sea r s  H i l l  
Middlebrook Avenue: Cast i r o n ,  P r a t t  and Warren t r u s s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

La te -n ine teen th  cen tury .  
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The Wharf Area su rv ives  a s  a n  unusual ly p i c tu re sque  and e x c e l l e n t l y  
preserved example of  a  Turn-of-the-Century warehouse and commercial d i s t r i c t .  
Proceeding sou th  on South Augusta S t r e e t  o r  c l imbing e a s t  on Middlebrook 
Avenue, one i s  drawn through rows of  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  century  and e a r l y -
twent ie th  cen tu ry  s t o r e f r o n t s  and i n t o  a n  elongated p laza  framed by smal l  
warehouses and se rv i ced  by t h r e e  acces s  roads and the  Chesapeake and Ohio 
Rai lroad.  The a r e a  most l i k e l y  gained i t s  name by be ing  a d i s t r i c t  
developed f o r  t h e  purpose of  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  exchange of t h e  town's goods. 
Replacing less s u b s t a n t i a l  wooden s t o r e s  which were des t royed  by f i r e s  and 
increased  p r o s p e r i t y ,  t h e  bui ld ingsof  t h e  Wharf a r e  a v i s u a l  man i f e s t a t ion  
of  t he  remarkable growth of Staunton i n  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  n ine t een th  

century.  I n  t h e  e a r l y  development of t h e  a r e a ,  a l l  a t t e n t i o n  was focused 
towards the  r a i l r o a d  a s  i t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  became t h e  f o r c e  behind the  e n t i r e  
c i t y ' s  p rogress .  

During t h e  1830 ' s  t h e  town of  Staunton was ha rd ly  more than  a 
v i l l a g e  wi th  a popula t ion  of  about  two thousand and i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t he  
Virg in ia  C e n t r a l  Rialroad reached t h e  town i n  1852 t h a t  r e a l  commercial 
growth began. The advent  of  thg r a i l r o a d  changed t h e  economic s t r u c t u r e  of  
Staunton f o r  i t  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a merchant t o  c u t  by one t h i r d  the  c o s t  
of goods p rev ious ly  brought i n  by pack t r a i n s .  I n  r e t u r n  the  new l i n e  of 
communication opened up t h e  Tidewater market t o  t h e  farmers of Augusta County. 
The growth brought about  by t h e  r a i l r o a d  helped t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of 
the  American Hotel i n  t he  h e a r t  of what was t o  become t h e  Wharf Area. The 
st i l l - s  tanding American Hotel  bu i ld ing ,  i t  would seem, has  witnessed the  
growth of t h i s  commercial d i s t r i c t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of  A.H.H. S t u a r t ' s  
"Meadow". This b u i l d i n g  a s  i t  appears  on an  1857 panoramic view of Staunto-I 
had a f r o n t  gab le ,  I o n i c  porch and cupola.  It is s a i d  t h a t  when General 
Grant passed through Staunton i n  1870, he was e n t e r t a i n e d  by t h e  Stonewall  
Brigade on the  porch of t h e  American Hotel .  

During t h e  War between t h e  S t a t e s ,  t h e  Wharf Area came t o  p lay  an  
e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  i n  t h e  ope ra t ion  of Staunton a s  a m i l i t a r y  pos t ,  supply depo t ,  
t r a i n i n g  and h o s p i t a l  cen te r .  Along South Augusta S t r e e t  a r s e n a l s  were 
e s t a b l i s h e d  and quar te rmas ter  and commissary warehouses were s e t  up i n  easy 
d i s t a n c e  from t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The economic and commercial growth of  Staunton 
continued d e s p i t e  t h e  War, and from t h e  United S t a t e s  census we f i n d  a 
th i r ty - two  percent  i nc rease  i n  popula t ion  between 1860 and 1890. Although 
t h e  Panic of 1873 was a blow t o  t h e  bus iness  community of  t he  Wharf Area, 
t h e r e  was p r o s p e r i t y  enough t o  e r e c t  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  Burns Bui ld ing  i n  1874 
on the  s i t e  of  t h r e e  e a r l i e r  wooden bu i ld ings .  



9.  MAJOR i ; iDLIOGRA?l i lCAL REI'ERENCES I

i 
! 
i

I SEE COXTINLTATLON SIIEET. 

i 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL D A T A  &Nf/#'&,!,!dM. S#-#siL A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N G l T U 3 i l  COOF.DINAT~S~ 

_ ._ .-

/ DEFINING A RECTANGLE L O C A T I N G  THE PROPERTY 

I S E  / 38 o 08 - & 7  / 7 9  o 04 - id- / I I i 
sw 38 08 47 i 7 9  o 0 4 ,  30. 

I 
I 

A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  NOMINATED P R O P E R T Y :  -- ~ L f s - ~ - t . h o n 1 0 ~ a c r e ~ - ~7a• / , 
' L I S T  A L L  S T A T E S  A N 0  COUNTlEI F O R  PROPERTlES OVERLAPPING STATE OR C O U N T Y  SOUNDLIRIEE I 
STATE: I CODE I COUNTY i C O D E  : " 

S T A T E :  1 C O D E  i COUNTY: , CODE 

I I
I 

STATE: C O D E  / C O U N T Y :  C O D E  
I 

I 
L .--

I 

VirginLa H i s t o r i c  Landnarks Corniss ion  Staff 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N  IDATE 

Vir? in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conmission 1 i)eccmber, 1971 1 
STREET AND NUMBER. 

Room 1116,  Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  off ice Bui ld inp  
I C I T Y  OR TOWN: / S T A T E  I CODE 

I Richmond i . . .  
: ., Virv-a 

jm 
i 12. STATE LIAISON CFFiCER C E R T i F l C A i  ION 8:  &ATIO?(AL  R E G i S T i R  VER l= lCAT ION 1 

As  the designated State L i a i s o n  O f f i ce r  for the N s - : 

I 
. . 

t lona l  H i s to r i c  Preservat ion  Ac t  of 1966 (Pub l i c  L a w :  

59-665). I hereby norninnte t h i s  property for  i nc lus ion1  

1 i n  the  Nat iona l  Rek:ister and c c r l i f y  that i t  ha; been ! 
evaluated according to the  c r i te r ia  and procedures s c l  

for th by  the Na t i ona l  Pa rk  Service. The  recommended 

I l e v e l  of  s ian i i i cance o f  th is  nomina l ion  is: 

I i I ' 

1 \
'.Tames K .  >foody, Jr., ~ h c c t o r  

I Vz .  l i i s t o r i c  Landmarks Corr:;niision1 T i t l e  

I hereby ce r t i f y  that t h i s  property i s  inc luded in the 

Nat iona 1 Register.  

Chief, Of f ice  o f  Archeology and H i s t o r i c  Preservnl ion 

Date 

ATTEST:  

I 

I ieeper  of The Na t i ona l  Rcg i s l c r  

I1;~te L a t e  
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2. 	 The Wharf Area Zone i nc ludes  a 1 1  p r o p e r t i c s  wi:h f ron t age  on 
Middlebrook S. New S t r e e t  and S. Lewis S t r e e t ,  as w e l l  a s  
a l l  on S. Augusta S t r e e t  between Johnson S t r e e t  -
and k idd iebrook  ~vy(uue. &-

I 
I 

7.Chesapeahe and Ohio F r e i g h t  Depot 132. DOo' 

Middlebrook Avenue: Briclc and frame, on{ s t o r y  shed w i t h  second s t o r y  frame 

a d d i t i o n ,  g a b l e  r o o f ,  abou t  s ix -bay  long., La t e -n ine t een th  cen tu ry .  


Chesapeake and Ohio Rai l road  S t a t i o n  : 152, I +  - 0002 
Middlebrook Avenue: Briclc and s t u c c o ,  one-and-one-half s t o r i e s ,  low hipped I 

r o o f ,  e i gh t -bay  f r o n t ,  overhanging roof  w i t h  exposed r a f t e r  ends and b r a c k e t s ,  / 
dormer on wes t  s i d e ,  f r o n t i s p i e c e  w i t h  t q i p l e  a r c a d e ,  s t o n e  t r i m ,  p i l a s t e r s ,  1d e c o r a t i v e  mull ions .  Bungaloid ; b u i l t  4902. I 

1 
Rai l road  Teiegraph Bouse 162 I- I ~ - ~ O O O ~ 
Middlebrook Avenue: Briclc and frame, twd s t o r i e s ,  gab l e  r o o f ,  one-bay f i r s t  
f l o o r  and four-bay second f i o o r ,  imbricaded s h i n g l e s  i n  gab l e ,  pen t i ng  on 
gab l e  end and exposed r a f t e r  ends ,  t e e t h  mo t i f  b r i c k  cou r se  through f i r s t  £100 , 
b r i c k  chimney w i t h  co rbe l ed  neck,  m u l t i  s:quare-pane transom ove r  window. 
Queen Anne; l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  i i

I 

Ersk ine  Guilding 152 , 0 0 0 ~ ~ ;  

1-3 Niddlebrook Avenue: Br ick ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  seven-bay f r o n t ,  

open a r c a d e  l i g h t s  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  molded s t o n e  c o r n i c e ,  windows t r i p l e d ,  

c a s t e l l a t e d  mot i f s .  B u i l t  1904. 


1 

I 
5 Middlcbroolc Avenue : Brick ,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  three-bay f r o n t ,  o rna te1  
corbe led  c o r n i c e ,  facade  d lv ided  by p i l a s t e r s  and b e l t  c o u r s e s ,  wlndows 
recessed  i n t o  segmental  hood moldings. C ~ r c a  1893. IS%- 14- o o o c  

7-9  Middlcbroolc Avenue: B r i ck ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  four-bay f r o n t ,  
corbe led  c o r n i c e ,  s t r i n g  c o u r s e s  are extended around t h e  t ops  01 t h e  segmental 
a rched  windows. Circa 1900. I 5 2 - tq" "O 

1 11-13 Middlcbroolc Avenue: Br ick ,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  f  ive-bay f r o n t ,  
I bracke ted  c o r n i c e ,  s t r i n g  courses  a r e  e idended around t h e  t ops  o f  tiic segzenta r  

a rched  windows, sawn s c r o  11-work l i n t e l s ,  b r i c k  t e e t h  moti f  below s i l ls  and 

' ~n c o r n i c e .  La t e -n ine t een th  cen tu ry .  ,552- I + - 00 o t  
I i

I
I

15  Kiddlebrooii  Avenue: Briclc, two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  th ree-bay  f r o n t ,  
h e a v i l y  molded c o r n i c e  suppor ted  by b r a c k e t s ,  wooden l i n t e l s  w i t h  f a c e t e d  

. ~ ~ -- c o m e r  b locks  and wooden s i l l s .  Late-n4neteenth cen tu ry .  1 5 2- sod-0008- . 

,--
I 17 Niddlebrook Avenue: Briclc, two ~ t o r i ! ~ ,  f in :  r o o f ,  th ree-bay  f r o n t ,
/ corbe led  c o r n i c e ,  s t r i a t e d  p i l a s t e r s  rest on b e l t  cou r se ,  segmental  arched 
J - - . 	 1 x 2  - I*-O O O ~.-.-. - --- -.- .- -.-.-....--. --.- .--
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i. 	 ENTRY NUMBER D A T E  

Page 2.  	 (Continuation Shcut) 
1i 

(Numbor oll onfrics) 	 I 
7. ! I 
windows, t h r ce -pane l  molded double  door ,  C i r c a  1900. 

i i 
19-21 Niddlebroo:~  Avenue: Br ick ,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  s ix -bay  f r o n t  d i v i d e  
i n t o  a  p a i r  of  three-bay u n i t s ,  co rbe l ed  ' co rn i ce ,  p i l a s t e r s  bind ends and mark 
the  c e n t e r ,  s t o r e  f r o n t s  on f i r s t  f l o o r .  I , C i r c a  1900. 13%-1q- o o r o  i
23 and 25 Pliddlebroolc Avenue: Briclc, two-and-one-half s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  
s i x -bay  f r o n t  d iv ided  i n t o  a p a i r  of th ree-bay  u n i t s ,  s o l i d  p a r a p e t  w i th  
recesscd  pane l s ,  segmental  a r c h  of  windows f i l l e d  w i t h  sawn sc ro l l -work  l i n t e l  
en la rged  c e n t r a l  bays used f o r  l oad ing .  C i r c a  1900. 132, /+ -0of1  

1 27 Iliddlcbroolc Avenue: Briclc, two s t o r i e s ,  f l z t  r o o f ,  th ree-bay  f r o n t ,  s o l i d  1
I pa rape t  w i t h  r ece s sed  ? a n e l s ,  segmental  a r c h  o f  windows f i l l e d  w i t h  sawn I 

scro l l -work  l i n t e l s ,  en l a rged  c e n t r a l  bay used f o r  load ing .  

1 	 29 Middlebroolc Avenue: B r i ck ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  th ree-bay  f r o n t ,  
s tepped gab l e  f r o n t ,  segmental  a rched  windows, en l a rged  c e n t r a l  bays used f o r  
load ing .  C i r ca  1900. 1% - 14 0013 

k F u k ' s  Lumber Yard 13 -, 4 - D O  1 L f -

4 Niddlebrook Avenue: Briclc, two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  four-bay f r o n t  p l u s  one-
bay d i a g o n a l l y  c u t  r ece s sed  e n t r a n c e ,  s o l i d  p a r a p e t ,  molded c o r n i c e ,  s t o n e  
l i n t e l s  and s i l l s ,  round a r c h  v e h i c l e  e n t r a n c e s .  La t e -n ine t een th  cen tu ry .  

I 	 South Augusta S t r e e t :  
I1 1 

John Burns Bu i ld ing  132 - I$/Oo 1 5 

i08-114, 116-118 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Br ick ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  

t h i r t e e n - b a y  f r o n t ,  b racke ted  c o r n i c e ,  f l a t  and arched hood moldings,  pro-

j e c t i n g  s i l l s .  I t a l i a n a t e ;  b u i l t  1874! 


/32- \ C t  - oo l ! o/ 	 111-113 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Br ick ,  twd s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  four-bay f r o n t ,  I-
h e a v i l y  molded meta l  c o r n i c e  ornamented w i t h  b r a c k e t s ,  mod i l l i ons ,  f i n i a l s  and 1 
bosse s ,  a r cade  o f  crindows, c a s t  i r o n  s t o r e  f r o n t .  La t e -n ine t een th  cen tu ry .  I1 

115-117 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Brick,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  s ix -bay  f r o n t ,  
heavy meta l  c o r n i c e ,  second s t o r y  window'arcade w i t h  co rbe l ed  
f i r s t  s t o r y  segmental  head surrounds.  C i r c a  1 9 0 0 . & 7 0 / / 3 4 d  

172 - 14- 001s 1 
119-123 South Augusta S t r e e t : .  B r i ck ,  t*o s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  s i x -bay  f r o n t ,  
molded meta l  c o r n i c e  w i t h  suppor t i ng  b r a c k e t s ,  rope motif  meta l  hood moldings,  
c a s t  i r o n  f i r s t  f l o o r  s t o r e  f r o n t  w i t h  mod i l l i on  c o r n i c e  and ornamental  
p i l a s t e r s  . Late-n ine teen th  cen tu ry .  192 - 1 4 - W u  IS 

/ 	 120-124 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Wood f acade ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  f  ive-bay/  
I 	 f r o n t ,  b racke ted  c o r n i c e ,  windows wich wood s e g n ~ e n t a l  a r c h  l i n t e l s  and sawn 1 

scro l l -work ,  windows f l anked  by f l u t e d  pane l s  g i v i n g  p i l a s t e r  e f f e c t .  Late-
n i n e t e e n t h  cen tury .  1 3 ) 2 - . - ( ~ - 0 0 l q  

I1 
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7.  I 
American Hotel  152, ~qr 007-o 


125 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Briclc, th ree!  s t o r i e s ,  deck-on-hipped r o o f ,  e i g h t - 

bay f r o n t ,  molded c o r n i c e ,  f r o n t i s p i e c e  bmphasized by p i l a s t e r s  and crowning 

pediment flanlced by chimneys. Greek Revival ;  c i r c a  1854; wes t  end bay added. 

sou th  Eew S t r e e t :  I 

//z 13-b l'f * 0 0 ~ l ~  

15, I?,19 South New S t r e e t :  Br ick ,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  th ree-bay  f r o n t ,  
b racke ted  c o r n i c e ,  w i t h  drop  pendants ,  co rbe l ed  s t r i n g  courses  are extended 
around heads of segmental  a r c h  windows, sawn sc ro l l -work  l i n t e l s , c o u r s e d  
l imestone rubb i e  founda t ion .  La t e -n ine t een th  cen tury .  

White S t a r  M i l l s  \%Z '\* -0022-
121, 123, 125 South New S t r e e t :  Br ick  w i t h  coursed rough-hewn a s h l a r  founda- 
t i o n ,  f o u r  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  s ix -bay  f r o n t ,  t r i p l e  band corbe led  c o r n i c e ,  
pa i r ed  bays d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  r ece s sed  s e c t i o n s ,  segmental  a r c h  windows. 
C i r ca  1900. 

I n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  t h e  Wharf I 
developed a c o l o r f u l  c h a r a c t e r  b u i l t  around t h e  comre rc i a l  v e n t u r e s  of t h e  I 
commission merchants ,  wholesa le  g r o c e r s ,  s a l o o n s ,  d i s t i l l e r i e s  and l i v e r i e s .  I 

Surv iv ing  from t h i s  pe r iod  of t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s 1  i s  t h e  Ersk ine  Miller b u i l d i n g  
l oca t ed  a t  5 Middlebrook Avenue. ~ u r i n L  t h e  1880 ' s  Augusta County had a 
reknowned wi ld  game supply  and t h e  Wharf w i t h  i t . ' s  wea l t h  o f  commission 
merchants was undoubtedly t h e  p o i n t  from which game was shipped t o  t h e  h o t e l s  
of Washington and Bal t imore.  S taunton  a l s o  by t h i s  t ime had become a major 
ra i lway  break  between Washington and C i n c i n n a t i ,  p u t t i n g  t h e  American Ho te l  i n  
a convenien t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  passengers  s eek ing  food and r e s t  on t h i s  long t r i p .  
I n  1890 i t  is s a i d  t h a t  more passengers  embarked and disembarked a t  S t a u n t o n ' s  
Chesapeake & Ohio s t a t i o n  t han  a t  any o t h e r  p o i n t  on t h e  l i n e  excep t  Richmond. 
The American Ho te l  accomodated one hundred and f i f t y  g u e s t s  and i n  1878 t h e  
d a i l y  r a t e s  ranged from two t o  two and a h a l f  d o l l a r s .  

In t roduced  i n  1890, s t r e e t  c a r s  drawn by mustang mules s u p p l i e  
an  added method o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  running from t h e  r a i lway  s t a t i o n  up Augusta 
S t r e e t .  Also i n  1890 t h e  S taunton  Development Company was e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  
t h e  i n t e n t  of l i n k i n g  t h e  c o a l  and i r o n  o f  t h e  a-, , eas  t o  t h e  wes t  of Staunton 
w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  l imes tone .  The company o f f i c e  w a s  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  wes t e rn  s i d e  
o f  what had been t h e  American iio t e l  and t h e  remainder o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was 
transformed i n t o  t h e  Staunton Shoe ~ a c t o i ~ .  The new development company baclie 
by n o r t h e r n  and wes t e rn  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  washeaded  by Nr. Ersk ine  Miller who was 
bo th  p r e s i d e n t  and c h i e f  execu t ive  o f f i c e r .  On A p r i l  30,  1890, t h e  S t aun ton  IVindica tor  r epo r t ed  t h a t  a t r a i n  destroy$d t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio Railway 
s t a t i o n ;  "Mowing i t  down, a s  g r a s s ,  and $napping o f f  t h e  s i x  i nch  i r o n  columns?, 
used as roof  s u p p o r t s ,  f o r  the  d i s t a n c e  {f t h r e e  hundred f e e t ,  as i f  they  were 
mere p ipe  stems. The f r o n t  roof  of t he lpa s senge r  s t a t i o n ,  t h e  windows and t h  
f r o n t  w a l l  of t h e  e a s t  baggage room was completely  wrecked." 
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8 .  
From p i c t u r e s  i n  t he  Chamber of  Commerce book p u t  o u t  by t h e  South Publ i sh ing  
Co. i n  1893, i t  appears  t h a t  t h e  b ~ i l d i n g  a t  7-9 Middlebrook Avenue pos tda t e s  
t h i s  pub l i ca t ion .  The p r e s e n t  Chesapeake and Ohio Railway S t a t i o n  d a t e s  from 
1902, and the  type of  b r i c k  employed i n  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a l s o  used i n  t h e  
Erskine Building,  b u i l t  i n  1904, d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  from t h e  s t a t i o n .  

Although i t  i s  perhaps no t .  a s  a c t i v e  a s  i n  former y e a r s ,  t h e r e  
has  been l i t t l e  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  mar t h e  r i c h  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  Wharf, a n  a r e a  
which s i n c e  the  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  has  been of  v i t a l  importance t o  t he  
h i s t o r y  and growth of t he  c i t y  of  Staunton. 

9. 
Br ice ,  Marshall  Moore, "Augusta County During t h e  C i v i l  War, I '  Augusta H i s t o r i c  41. 

B u l l e t i n ,  Vol. I ,  no. 2 (1965) pp. 5-19. 
Clem, Gladys B.,  2 Happened Around Staunton & V i r g i n i a ,  McClure P r i n t i n g  Co., 

Staunton,  V i rg in i a ,  1964. 
Gordon, Armistead C., Staunton,  V i r g i n i a  Its P a s t ,  Present  Future,  The 

South Publ i sh ing  Company, New York, 1893. I 
Hotchkiss,  Jed, The C i t y  of Staunton,  Augusta &, Virp in i a  and t h e  Surroundlnd 

Country, Spec ta to r  Steam Printing-House, Staunton,  V i rg in i a ,  1878. 
Tams, William Purviance, "Recol lec t ions  of  Augusta County" Augusta H i s t o r i c a l  

B u l l e t i n ,  Vol. I ,  no. 1 (1965) pp. 7-28. 
F i l e s  of Richard M. Hamrick, Jr. 

215 Fi l lmore S t r e e t ,  Staunton,  V i rg in i a  24401. 1 
F i l e s  of t h e  Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission. 
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CONTl NUATION SHEET 	 5 ITEM NUMBER 2,7,10iPAGE 

CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS -- December 16, 1980 

- Continuation Sheet 1, Item 2, Page 1: 

Delete statement and replace with: 


The Wharf Area Historic District includes the following: 

Middlebrook Avenue: North side from S. Lewis to S. Augusta:streets and 


South side from 44 (Fultz Lumber Yard) to White Star Mills 

Grain Bins, including railroad complex, footbridge, and water 

tower; 


S. Augusta Street: 	West side: 120-124 

East side: 111-125 


S. New Street: 	 West side: 112 

East side: 121-125 (White Star Mills) 


- Continuation Sheet 2, Item 7, Page 2: 

5th Entry: Fultz's Lumber Yard (spelling); 44 Middlebrook Avenue (add street no.) 


8th Entry: 115-117 South Augusta Street -- demolished summer of 1979 by Augusta 
County; now a vacant lot. 

- Continuation Sheet 3, Item 7, Page 3 -- --. --
2d Entry: 15, 17, 19 South New Street -- change street no. to -112 South New Street. 

- Item 7 -- Inventory Additions 

Railroad Water Tower: erected prior to 1891; round, metal tower, 30 feet high; 
\St- 14- 0.023 depth gauge in feet demarcations on one side. 

Grain Bins (White Star Mills complex): three cinder block grain bins. Ca. 1960. 

\>z-I~-Doz'~ 


- Item 10 -- GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (amended) 

USGS Quadrangle: Staunton, Va. Scale: 1:24000 

7 acres UTM References: 17/668880/4223710 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries have been amended to include White Star Mills and Grain Bins, the 

entire cast-iron footbridge over the railroad tracks, and the old railroad tower 

as a part of the railroad complex: 


(see Continuation sheet #6) 




MR-8-300A 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

WHARF AREA IIISTORIC DISTRICT, Staunton, Va. 

CONTI NU ATION SHEET 6 ITEM NUMBER ' !  PAGE 2 

Item 10 -- GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Descript ion 


Beginning a t  a po in t  on W s i d e  of  South New S t r e e t  a t  SE property l i n e  ( p l )  of 
114-116 S. New; thence extending about 210' ESE t o  W corner  of  bridge over Lewis 
Creek; thence extending about 100' SE, p a r a l l e l i n g  creek; thence extending about 
100'SWto RR t r acks ;  thence extending about 550' W along s a i d  t r acks ;  thence 
extending about 75 's  t o  1430' contour; thence p a r a l l k l i n g  s a i d  t r acks  f o r  about 
350'; thence extending about 300'NW t o  SW corner of  44 Middlebrook; thence 
extending about 150' NW t o  NW corner of  parking l o t  a t  Middlebrook and South 
Lewis; thence extending about 475' NE along r e a r  p l s  of  29-7 (west t o  e a s t )  

.*.-, 

Middlebrook; thence extending about 120'N t o  SW corner of  Augusta County 
parking l o t ;  thence extending about 135'E t o  E s i d e  o f  South Augusta; thence 
jogging S t o  Npl of  111-113 S. Augusta and continuing about 140' NE along s a i d  
l i n e  and N s i d e  of  Lewis Creek; thence extending about 125' SE t o  SW corner 
of 114-116 S. New; thence extending about 75' E along S s i d e  of  s a i d  bui ld ing 
t o  point  of o r i g i n .  
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