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The Keeling House is a five-~bay, 1 1/2~story rectangular
(483" X 20'2 1/2") brick structure covered by a gable roof with
interior-end chimneys. The unusally fine brickwork is laid in
Flemish Bond with glazed headers above the beveled water table
and English bond below. There is a belt course at the base of
each gable. The brickwork in the gables is laid in glazed-
header chevron patterns, having nine chevrons in each gable.
Two small square windows (original) interrupt the chevroning in
each gable. The sash and frames throughout the house are old
but not original. The splayed brick jack arches over the windows
are intact, however. The modillion cornice on the west front
is original, but that on the east front is modern. The fenestr*tion
on the west front is irregular: two windows are on the north
side of the door, and only one on the south side. A discreet
modern wing has been added to the south side,
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The first floor of the house has two uneven-slze rooms on
either side of a narrow stairhall. The north or principle room
has an unusually handsome paneled end wall with chimney closets
and fluted pilasters. The stair features richly turned walnut
balusters, molded handrail, and a closed stringer with pulvinat
friegze. The newels are square with molded caps. A paneled
door under the landing opens into a closet. Most of the original
trim in the remaining first floor room has been lost, but some
simple mantel shelves and paneled doors survive in the second
floor rooms.
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Although the house has lost nearly all of its original
lands, it is screened from surrounding development by effective
planting. Indeed, much of the house 1itself, 6 is obscured by an
unusually heavy growth of shrubbery. The house and grounds are
maintained in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Keeling House stands as one of Virginia's best-preserv
small, pre-Georgian brick manor houses. Located at the head of
a cove off the Lynnhaven River, the compact dwelling is noted
for the fine quality of both its brickwork and interior wood-
work, Of particular significance are the glazed-header
chevron patterns in the gables. Less than a half-dozen
structures employing this distinctive late-seventeenth century
decorative device remain in the state. The building's more
notable interior features include the handsome paneled end
wall in the present parlor, and the closed=-string stair with
pulvinated frieze in the stairhall.

The Keeling House probably was erected between 1695 and
1714 for Thomas Keeling on a tract known as "Dudlies'", which
he inherited in 1683 from his father, Adam Keeling. Thomas
Keeling came of age in 1695, and it is known from his 1714
will, leaving the property to his son, that he was living at
"Dudlies™ at that date.

The house and some three hundred acres remained in the
Keeling family until 1881 when the helrs of Soloman S. Keeling,
Sr, sold it to John W. Avery. The property passed through
several owners until 1952 when the house and a small amount of
surrocunding land was acquired by the present owner, Leon J.
Manees. :
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