


The Goochland County Court House is a  two-story temple-form b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  p r o j e c t i n g  pedimented t e t r a s t y l e  Tuscan por t i co .  
The brickwork i s  an excep t iona l ly  f i n e  example of ea r ly -n ine teen th  
cen tu ry  work wi th  the  f r o n t  w a l l  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond and the  

..--- s i d e  w a l l s  l a i d  i n  American wi th  Flemish v a r i a t i o n .  The windows 
r e t a i n  most of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s ix -ove r - s ix  sa sh ,  and dark  green 
louvered s h u t t e r s .  The gene ra l  dimensions of  the  windows a r e  
diminished on the  second f l o o r .  Access t o  the  c o u r t  house is 
gained through the  c e n t r a l  f r o n t  door and two s i d e  doors ,  each 
j u s t  around the  corner  of the  f r o n t  wa l l .  The r e a r  of the  bui ld ing  
f e a t u r e s  a  shal low a p s i d a l  end which has been obscured on the 
e x t e r i o r  by a  1955 a d d i t i o n  con ta in ing  new judge ' s  chambers and 
jury  room. I n  1966 t h i s  r e a r  a d d i t i o n  was a t t ached  t o  a  courthouse 
annex by a  Jef fersonian- type  arcade.  I 1 
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17. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

The handsome two a c r e  c o u r t  square ,  f o r  which t h e  c o u r t  house is  
the  f o c a l  p o i n t ,  i s  surrounded by i t s  o r i g i n a l  b r i ck  wa l l  and i s  
do t t ed  w i t h  l a r g e  shade t r e e s .  Other  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  square  
inc lude  the  1848 two-story hipped roof s tone  j a i l ,  the  o r i g i n a l  
one-story b r i c k  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  and a  monument t o  the  Confederate 
dead of Goochland County. 
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The i n t e r i o r  of the  c o u r t  house has been a l t e r e d  and renovated, 
but  i t  r e t a i n s  i ts  o r i g i n a l  g a l l e r y  and the  two s t a i r c a s e s  leading  
up t o  i t .  The f r o n t  of the  g a l l e r y  i s  a  f u l l  Doric e n t a b l a t u r e  
supported on two Doric columns. Some e a r l y  wooden benches a l s o  
remain i n  the  courtroom. 
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STATEMENT O F  5 1 0 N l F I C l N C E  

The Goochland County Court House is the  f o u r t h  c o u r t  house t o  se rve  
the  county and the second one t o  occupy the  present  s i t e .  The bu i ld ing  
was e rec t ed  i n  1826 by Dabney Cosby and Valent ine Pa r r i sh .  The des ign  
f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was furnished by t h e  b u i l d e r s ,  and t h e  corners tone  
r e f e r r e d  t o  them a s  t h e  "Architects" .  

A s  completed, the  bu i ld ing  shows a d e f i n i t e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  in f luence  wi th  
i t s  Tuscan p o r t i c o ,  temple form, and c o l o r  scheme of  red b r i c k ,  white  
t r i m  and green s h u t t e r s .  While i t  is f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Thomas 
J e f f e r s o n  had no d i r e c t  hand i n  its des ign ,  t h e  in f luence  probably 
came through Dabney Cosby, a  s k i l l e d  mason who had worked f o r  J e f f e r s o n  
a t  the Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a .  A n a t i v e  of Staunton,  Cosby i s  known 
t o  have b u i l t  houses i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y  before  working on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of  the  mountain. Unfortunately,  l i t t l e  i s  known of Pa r r i sh  o t h e r  than 
h i s  work a t  Goochland Court House. 

The Goochland Court House surv ives  a s  one of the  b e t t e r  preserved and 
most b e a u t i f u l  Roman Revival o r  J e f f e r s o n i a n  c o u r t  houses of Piedmont 
Vi rg in i a .  As  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  J e f f e r s o n i a n  c o u r t  houses,  t h e  Goochland 
Court House demonstrates the  powerful inf luence  J e f f e r s o n ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
had on h i s  former employees. I t  f u r t h e r  s e rves  t o  demonstrate 
J e f f e r s o n ' s  no t ion  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of anc ien t  Rome should se rve  
a s  a  model f o r  t h a t  of  the  young Republic because i t  would i n s p i r e  
Americans t o  emulate not  only the  a e s t h e t i c  achievements,  bu t  t h e  
v i r t u e  and g rea tness  of t h e  Romans. As  a  s h e l t e r  f o r  l o c a l  democracy, 
the  county c o u r t  housc provided the  p e r f e c t  oppor tuni ty  t o  g ive  
t ang ib le  express ion  t o  J e f f e r s o n ' s  i d e a l s .  

c o u r t  house, toge ther  wi th  the  o r i g i n a l  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  o ld  j a i l ,  
nd o r i g i n a l  w a l l  t o  keep wandering c a t t l e  o u t ,  provide a n  e x c e l l e n t  
i c t u r e  of what was necessary  f o r  a r u r a l  county s e a t  o f  the  
ine t een th  century .  
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